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Four Past Governors on Government House Steps

Coral Bay Singalong Set for Dec. 19
The annual Coral Bay Christmas Tree Carol Sing and Santa visit
will be at the Coral Bay basketball court on Friday evening, December 19, at 6:30 p.m.
Participants are asked to bring a gift for a child between the ages
of three and 12. Wrapped presents marked for boy or girl can be
brought to the sing along or can be dropped off at the Coral Bay
Community Council Office.
Lighting the Bay
Boaters are putting up Christmas Lights this year to twinkle
across the harbor. No WAPA expense for them! Please donate
working lights that are not in use to the Coral Bay Community
Council office and we will give to boats to display!

Coral Bay Marina Mega-Yacht Permit
Hearing Will Go To Next Legislature
The Senate committee hearing on the CZM permit for the
Coral Bay Marina, The Yacht Club at Summer’s End was never
scheduled by the Senate Committee for a hearing in the current
legislature’s finals days, according to a spokesperson for the office
of Sen. Jeanette Millan Young. The CVM Permit for the controversial 145-slip, ”mega-yacht” marina will be heard by the incoming
legislature sometime in 2015.

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Judi Shimel

Two former governors and the sitting Governor John P. de Jongh, Jr. and
Governor-elect Kenneth Mapp on the steps of Government House on Tuesday, Dec.
9 as the formal transition to a new administration begins. L to R: Governors Roy L.
Schneider, Charles W. Turnbull, John de Jongh and Governor-Elect Kenneth Mapp.

MK Sailing Fundraiser Set for Friday, December 19 at Motu Bar
St. John Tradewinds
Mark those calendars for Friday,
December 19, from 4 to 8 p.m. for
the chance to help local Olympians realize their dreams.

Mayumi “Mimi” Roller and
Kayla McComb of MK Sailing
will host a fundraiser at Motu to
help finance their bid to sail in the
2016 Summer Olympics in Brazil.

The night will feature raffle prizes,
great food donated by fantastic
local restaurants and a silent auction.
See you there!
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St. John Singers Holiday Concerts
Set for December 19 and 22
The St. John Singers, now in its 33nd year, will present two
holiday concerts this season.
Choir director Janice Ballard has chosen music from a range
of time periods and countries of origin. This season’s concerts will
include settings of traditional carols, classical and contemporary
pieces, spirituals, and an upbeat calypso Christmas tune. As always, the audience is invited to join the choir in a traditional carol
sing-along.
In order to promote our local talent, the featured guest artists
will be student musicians.
The first concert will be held in Cruz Bay at the Nazareth Lutheran Church on Friday, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.
The second concert will be held in Coral Bay at the Emmaus
Moravian Church on Monday, December 22 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets will be available at the door: $20 for adults; children
will be admitted for free.

Annual Reindeer Ramble 5K Run on
Dec. 21 To Benefit Catholic Charities
The St. John Landsharks are hosting a fun holiday theme 5K
Reindeer Ramble run on Sunday, December 21. There will be an
abbreviated course for the little ones.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., race starts at 8 a.m. Meet at
the Annaberg Ruins parking lot. Parking is limited, please “sleigh
pool” with other elves and reindeer. There is no registration fee
for this event, but a donation of a canned or non-perishable food
item would be greatly appreciated and will benefit the Catholic
Charities.
Participants are encouraged to show their holiday spirit by
donning Santa hats, elf hats, antlers, garland, etc...Prize for best
costume. Jingle bells will be distributed for your shoelaces for an
added touch of holiday cheer. Fun Christmas theme prizes and
sweets and treats for everyone.
For more information, please contact louise@surfbvi.com.
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St. John Tradewinds News File Rendering

The shoreline structures in the artist rendering of the proposed development of the Moravian Church property on Coral Harbor shown as white squares will include
a 30-foot tall dry storage facility for two levels of small boats on the waterfront, according to developers. The inland structure is the proposed two level parking deck.

Forthcoming Moravian Marina Plan Includes 30-Foot High Boat Storage
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — The good
news is the planned “parking
structure” for two-, four-wheel
and 4-wheel vehicles won’t block
the view of a marina in Coral Harbor from passersby walking to
and from the Guy H. Benjamin
School or driving to Skinny Legs
on Route 10.
Especially VITRAN riders
who are sitting a little higher than
everybody else in their plush seats
and will get to pass it four times in
a round-trip from Cruz Bay to Salt
Pond — at the Conde Nast Traveler-promoted, travel-and-resort
bargain fare of $2.
Height Allowed
by Waterfront Zoning
The bad news is the parking
structure for marine vehicles is
being planned as the site of a drystorage building for small boats on
the Coral Harbor waterfront parcel
of the Moravian Church shoreline
properties behind the iconic Skinny Legs restaurant which already
is zoned W-2 Industrial — and the
building is going to be 30 feet in
height.
The structure would enclose
two levels of “12-foot to 15-foot
rack heights,” according to project architect John Woods of the

“Our project in essence spans five different
parcels. Rezoning for consolidation is
primarily for use.”
“Height comes in to make the density we
need to make a viable project.”
– John Woods, project architect

Jaredian Goup, a leading Charlotte Amalie design and development company which joined the
almost-three-decades-old development project eight years ago.
The structure is an allowed
use for the current zoning of that
parcel and is not the subject of the
zone change request, Woods added. The dry storage building will
impact a portion of the view of
the harbor, the architect acknowledged.
Impacting Historic Shoreline
Residential Area
The overall plans for a marina
along the inner northwest shore
of Coral Harbor also opens up
the marine-residential mangrove
shoreline between “Skinnys” and
privately-owned Usher Cay which
is currently a tight-knit liveaboard community at the heart of
a sailing community which still
has a whiff of piratical je ne sais

quoi.
“The whole development
hopefully will work well,” Woods
optimistically told St. John
Tradewinds on December 10.
“Our project in essence spans
five different parcels,” Woods
proffered. “Rezoning for consolidation is primarily for use,” he explained in zoning-speak.
“Height comes in to make the
density we need to make a viable
project,” Woods added opaquely.
The density of the landside development as proposed is below the
actual density for the parcel that
would be allowed by the rezoning, the architect explained.
“Leased” “Government”
Parcel
The zoning change does not
affect the “government parcel,”
Wood reiterated. “When we first
applied, we thought we had to
include it for the parking.” The

parking structure will have the
required number of spaces for
the residential and hotel units and
the amorphous Moravian marina,
according to Woods and V.I. officials.
“Even with the Port Authority
retaining possession, they are supposed to eventually do an in-kind
swap,” Woods explained of the
parcel between the historic Guy
H. Benjamin Elementary School
and Skinny Legs. “The short, easy
thing was to do a long-term lease
until that occurs.”
“It’s a single story,” he said
of the proposed parking structure
that would meet the parking requirements of the entire project.
Spanning Five Parcels
Several testifiers at the zone
change hearing expressed concern about that aspect of the zone
change, worrying that another
developer could take over the
project and build to the full density allowed by the proposed zone
change for the plans currently
proposed. (See related story.)
“The first step is a zone
change,” Woods said. “The second step is to hammer out the design process through the CZM.”
V.I. Senate action is required
on the zone change the politically-savvy Woods doesn’t expect

that to happen quickly.
“My guess is with the change
in administration nothing (will
happen) before March or April,”
surmised Woods. “Hopefully
it will get to the Senate (with
sponsorship) by March, April or
May.”
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VI Unity Day Group Asks Court
To Halt 2013 Property Tax Bills

Send letters, guest opinions
& Obituaries To:
editor@tradewinds.vi

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
V.I. Unity Day Group members
filed a temporary restraining order
early this month against the territorial government to halt the collection of 2013 property tax bills
on St. John.
The group is waiting to hear
from V.I. Superior Court on the filing as it maintains that the values
of many properties on St. John are
unfairly elevated.
“The property values that were
issued in the 2013 property tax bills
are alarming,” said Myrtle Barry,
V.I. Unity Day Group’s Property
Tax Committee chairperson. “We
have seen property values rise
from 120 percent up to 3,600 percent. These values exceed what the
property owners can get at a fair
market value for their property.”
Barry has been working on the
St. John property tax issue since
the first wave of court-ordered
revaluations were issued in 2006.
While V.I. Unity Day Group’s case
was eventually dismissed by Judge
Curtis Gomez, the 2006 property
tax bills were rescinded.
The 2013 bills reflect the new
reevaluations, which are also
flawed, Barry explained.
“Some of these bills are worse
than the 2006 bills which were rescinded,” said Barry. “We were in
this same mess in 2006. You would
think by now they would get their
act together.”
“The revaluations have to be
done correctly,” she said.
The St. John property tax bills
are oppressing the island’s people,
according to Barry.
“They are using St. John as a
cash cow and in essence they are
oppressing the property owners
of the Virgin Islands, primarily on
St. John,” she said. “They are inflicting excessive values and then
thereby also inflicting excessive
taxes on our properties. Also, this
is a very technical case that makes
it hard for property owners to fight
on their own.”
“We could not do this without
an attorney and expert witnesses
and that’s not something a lot of
property owners can do on their

“They are using St. John as a cash cow and
in essence they are oppressing the property
owners of the Virgin Islands, primarily on St.
John. … They are inflicting excessive values
and then thereby also inflicting excessive
taxes on our properties.”
– Myrtle Barry, V.I. Unity Day Group’s Property Tax Committee chairperson.

own,” Barry said.
The underlying issue is that the
lack of a International Association
of Assessing Officers-certified official in the V.I. Tax Assessors Office, according to Barry.
“The blatant problem is that
the Tax Assessor and no one in the
office is IAAO certified,” she said.
“That is the core of the problem.”
The V.I. government also did
not issue impact notices as required by IAAO standards, Barry
added.
IAAO Standards
“They didn’t even give us the
courtesy of sending us impact notices,” said the Unity Day Group
chairperson. “Behind the scenes,
the legislature put in place new
legislation that says they can issue
a bill and that bill will function as
an impact notice which is illegal.
That is contrary to IAAO standards and according to Act 6991,
we are under the IAAO standards
for mass appraisal assessments.”
Barry herself has been stung
by the spike in property taxes, she
explained.
“We can use me as an example,” she said. “Because of the
injury I sustained with my 2013
property tax bill, which is paid by
the bank, my mortgage is going
up to the tune of $200 per month.
So you can see the rippling effect
that will have on people who have
mortgages.”
As of early December, a total
of 505 taxpayers on St. John —
along with 458 taxpayers on the
much larger island of St. Thomas
and 402 on the even larger island
of St. Croix — asked for informal
appeals of their property assessments, according to information
from Lieutenant Governor Grego-

ry Francis’ office.
Someone from the Tax Assessor’s Office is supposed to visit
each property which files an appeal, however, the appeals process
is also flawed, according to Barry.
“The formal appeals process
offers zero relief,” she said. “The
Tax Assessor and the Board of Tax
Review are in agreement. There is
no review.”
“The court is our only relief
right now in terms of some form
of due process,” Barry said.
While the V.I. Unity Day Group
continues to fight for fair St. John
property valuations, the group is
not against property taxes, Barry
added.
“We pay our taxes and I want
to make it absolutely clear that we
want property owners to pay their
property taxes,” she said. “But
we want to them to pay what is
fair and what is right and what is
on our bills is not fair and is not
right.”
The V.I. Unity Day Group
chairperson has been fighting the
government about property taxes
for at least the past eight years and
she’s not about to give up now.
“I know this is wrong and because it’s wrong, we have to correct it,” said Barry. “I love the Virgin Islands, I was born and raised
here and I don’t plan on moving to
go anywhere else. We are fighting
this because it’s wrong.”
“We are standing up for our
rights and for what is right,” Barry
said.
V.I. Unity Day Group continues accepting donations for the
legal battle to fight the 2013 property taxes. Checks can me mailed
to P.O. Box 371, St. John, VI,
00830.
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St. JohnTradewinds News Photos by Jaime Elliott

There was a huge crowd and a little bit of everything
at the Pickles in Paradise for the Coral Bay Community
Council’s second annual Coral Bay Bizarre Bazaar on
Saturday, December 13.

CBCC Bizarre Bazaar Draws Huge Crowd to Coral Bay
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — From donkey rides to a brewing competition, there was a little bit of everything at Coral Bay
Community Council’s second annual Bizarre Bazaar on Saturday afternoon, December 13.
The event drew a huge crowd to the Pickles in Paradise

back yard where more than 50 vendors and artisans offered
everything from hand-made pottery to raw honey.
The afternoon also featured a brewing competition with
five local home brewers offering samples of nine different
suds. Jeff McCrave of Drunk Bay Brewing won the competition with his impressive Rye IPA, a favorite among the
judges and the crowd.

Dana Bartlet of Coral Bay Corral was popular all day
with kids enjoying donkey rides. When Santa Claus rode
out in one of her donkey carts, the Coral Bay Corral attraction was the most crowded at the bazaar.
The second annual Bizarre Bazaar also included live music by numerous artists, food cooked up by members of the
Coral Bay Yacht Club and drinks.
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Gov.-Elect Mapp Pledges Support to Save Coral Bay, Says Marina Is “Too Big”
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — The night
before facing veteran Delegate to
Congress Donna Christensen in a
run-off election for Virgin Islands
Governor seat, candidate Kenneth
Mapp traveled to Coral Bay to talk
with residents opposed to a permitted mega marina.
About 20 residents and members of Save Coral Bay, which
formed in opposition to Summers
End Group’s planned 145-slip
mega marina for Coral Bay harbor, met with Mapp in at a relaxed
town hall style meeting at Pickles
in Paradise which stretched on for
three hours on November 17.
The group, which has an online crowd funding site at www.
GoFundMe.com/CoralBay to help
cover legal costs, had already met
with Christensen, explained David
Silverman, a community activist
and main organizer of the Save
Coral Bay campaign.
“We had met with Donna

Christensen before the General
Election and had asked her for her
views and expressed our community views about the Summer End
Group marina,” said Silverman.
“Then it turned out that they were
headed to a runoff election and I
was urged to reach out to Mapp
and invite him out here, which I
did.”
Silverman made it clear to
Mapp what exactly Save Coral Bay
members’ main concerns were, he
explained.
“Prior to the meeting, I shared
with him [Mapp] the questions that
I intended to ask,” said Silverman.
“I asked him about Guy Benjamin
School and I asked him about sustainable economic development
on St. John. And my final question
was, if he were elected Governor
would he, with the powers that he
has under the Coastal Zone Management Act, revoke the permits
that had been signed by Governor
John deJongh.”
Responding to his stand on

the shuttered Coral Bay public
elementary school Guy Benjamin
School, Mapp explained that education was a top priority, according to Silverman.
“He [Mapp] said that the Department of Education was a top
priority and he felt that the community of St. John would best be
served by a central school for the
island,” Silverman said.
At first Mapp, was unaware
that he could strike down the permits which sailed through a questionable St. John Coastal Zone
Management Committee process,
Silverman explained.
“Initially he didn’t know if he
would have those powers and I
asked if, hypothetically, he had the
powers would he revoke the permits and he said he would have to
consider it,” said the community
activist.
In several short videos from
the meeting with Mapp, which
were posted to the Save Coral Bay
website, the newly elected gover-

nor clearly states that Summers
End Group’s planned marina is too
large.
“It’s too big,” Mapp says on the
video. “From the time it was proposed, we’ve said it’s too big. We
don’t believe the bay can handle
it and to be quite candid, I don’t
think it can pass the muster of the
Army Corps of Engineers.”
“When I saw it I just said, this
is just ridiculous; the whole size of
it, the whole enormity of it,” Mapp
says in a second video posted on
the Save Coral Bay website. “In
the governmental process, locally
as well, there are more progs to
go.”
There is an effort to push the
project through the governmental process of permitting for submerged lands, Mapp said in the
video.
“Clearly there is an effort to
try to beat the clock on January 5,”
said the governor-elect. “And they
really aren’t going to be able to
beat that clock. Without going too

far, I’m suggesting that time is on
the side of the community.”
Mapp makes it clear in a third
video that developers have no intention of reducing the size of the
large-scale project.
“I asked one of the developers if the reason they made it so
large was so that when there was a
clamor about it they would be prepared to reduce it to a size that was
amendable to the community and
they get the marina,” Mapp said in
a video. “And the person responded, ‘No, we want it that size.’”
With Mapp taking over the territory’s top governmental job soon,
last month’s meeting was a great
opportunity, Silverman explained.
“It was very gratifying that on
the eve of a run-off election, he
chose to come all the way out to
Coral Bay,” he said.
For more information about
the Save Coral Bay campaign, go
to http://savecoralbay.com. To donate to the group go to www.GoFundMe.com/CoralBay.

Beautifying America’s Paradise
Providing Service for Over 20 Years

Huge Discount
on volume sales
Happy Holidays!

The Staff of
Tradewinds Publishing
wish the St. John community
a safe and happy holiday.

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open TuesdaySunday 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Tel: 693-5579

• Fresh-pressed juices
• power smoothies

InInobservance
theChristmas
Christmas
and New
Year holidays,
observance ofofthe
Holiday,
our office
will be
our
office
will
be
closed
from
December
22-30.
closed to the public from December 24 to December 30, 2007.
Office
hourshours
will resume
Wednesday,
December
31.
Regular
business
resume on
Monday, December
31, 2007.
Our
Next
Is Monday,
January
7, 2008.
There
will
be Issue
no issue
published
on December
29.

• Homemade sandwiches

Vegan deli is now open

The Lumberyard/Mon-Thur 10-5/Fri 10-3/Closed 3-4 Daily
See our menu at www.natureswayvi.com / 340-693-3333
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Special Worship Schedule

at St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Cruz Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo File

Brion Morrisette speaks his mind at the August CZM hearing on the Coral Bay Marina
permit application before recusing himself from the hearing. Morrisette stayed through the
hearing but did not participate.

CZM Member Atty. Morrisette Is Cited
In St. John CZM Marina Vote Challenge
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — St. Johnian Attorney and longtime St. John Coastal Zone Management Committee member J. Brion Morrisette tried to stay out of
the melee surrounding the “Coral Bay Marina, the
Yacht Club at Summer’s End” project and asserts he
only acted in the best interest of the panel’s deliberations.
Critics and competitors, through their attorneys,
say he didn’t try hard enough and he shouldn’t have
acted at all.
Morrisette, who grew up at the entrance to the
Virgin Islands National Park overlooking Cruz Bay
the site of what is now the restaurant Asolare, keeps
getting sucked back in as if he were trying to wade
through the muck of the shallow mangrove lining the
west shore of the inner Coral Harbor to reach the
pavement of Rte. 107.
Now, Morrisette’s monologue of recusal from
the three-member St. John panel’s deliberations on
the SEG mega-yacht marina plan for Coral Harbor
and bantering with the hostile audience at the August
hearing on St. John Marina, The Yacht Club at Summer’s End — and a few surreptitious whispers to St.
John CZM chairman Andrew Penn — have become
fodder for environmentalists and bumper-sticker
civic-leaders in Coral Bay and competing developers who have hired a gaggle prominent St. Thomas
lawyers firing multiple lawsuits of innumerable, and
sometimes unnumbered, pages to thwart the project.
“Unlawful” Participation by Conflicted
Commissioner Is Alleged
“Brion Morrisette, who is one of three members
of the St. John CZM Committee, along with his partner, Robert O’Connor, Jr. leases these parcels under
two long-term leases granting them possession and
the right to develop the properties,” lawyers for the
Virgin Islands Conservation Society wrote in an appeal filed November 14.

“The public hearing and
decision meeting were clearly
held upon unlawful procedure.
Commissioner Morrisette
participated in both hearings by
establishing a quorum, sitting
through the hearings and, on at
least two occasions, whispering
to the Chairman during the public
hearing,” the appeal brief read.
“Both Morrisette and O’Connor provided a power of attorney to SEG granting it the right to apply
for the Permit, as well as other required permits.
The power of attorney was submitted to CZM and
made part of the file. The right to develop remained
in Morrisette and O’Connor. Neither Morrisette or
O’Connor signed the application as owners or lessees,” lawyers for The Virgin Islands Conservation
Society alleged in its lengthy appeal.
Attorneys for the Moravian Council of the Virgin
Islands filed their similarly lengthy, albeit numbered,
challenge to the SEG project on November 24.
“On August 20, 2014, the St. John CZM Committee held a public hearing on the Permit along
with the Water Permit. At the hearing, commissioner
Penn, Roberts and Morrisette established a quorum
and heard testimony from SEG and many members
of the public,” the VICS appeal continued.
“At the decision meeting of October 1, 2014, all
three commissioners established a quorum and adopted all of the findings and recommendations of the
CZM Staff without making any new findings. Mr.
Continued on Page 18

Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 21)
Holy Eucharist at 9am
Christmas Festival of Lessons & Music at 4pm
Christmas Eve (December 24)
Holy Eucharist at 8am
Christmas Day (December 25)
Holy Eucharist at 9am
The First Sunday after Christmas Day (December 28)
Holy Eucharist at 9am
New Year’s Eve (December 31)
Service for New Year’s Eve at 8pm
The Holy Name of Jesus (January 1st)
Holy Eucharist at 8am
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day
(January 4, 2015)
Holy Eucharist at 9am
The Epiphany (January 6, 2015)
Holy Eucharist at 9am
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Leona Will Vacate Administrator’s Office
With Rumors of Former Queen in Position
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — Who will be the next St. John
Administrator?
By tradition, de Jongh Administration Administrator Leona Smith will be getting a well-deserved
rest when she leaves office December 31 as the Mapp
Administration takes over in January.
Inquiring island minds want to know who will
be taking over the office at The Battery and “runn’n’
t’ngs” on St. John, but Mapp Administration officials
had no announcement.
The Mapp team is busy putting together a cabinet
and could not confirm any candidates for St. John Administrator, according to one insider.
“The focus is on finalizing Cabinet memberts,”
the St. John Tradewinds contact said.
St. Johnian Carmen Wesselhoff, a former oneterm St. John Senator at Large in between the first and
second of Craig Barshinger’s four-terms (Wesselhoff
chose not to run for reelection), is being mentioned as
a possible choice — along with a short list of politically-connected and non-government prospects with
significantly less business experience than Carmen.
St. Thomas Travel May Be Sign
Ms. Wesselhoff, who was spied entering the postelection celebratory luncheon for Mapp’s St. John
supporters at the Waterfront Bistro on Saturday, November 22, has some time on her hands with the car
ferry Roanoake, operated by her husband Stanley
“Bubbler” Hedrington, rusting in Enighed Pond since

U. S . V I RG I N I S L A N D S

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo File

Leona Smith
last Spring.
If its any sign, Ms. Wesselhoff is sporting a new
short “bob” haircut — almost as short as Leona’s signature coif — and has been spied traveling back and
forth to St. Thomas “dressed for success” and carrying an armload of paperwork.
As Smith vacates her office, she is retaining her
“crown” as St. John Festival Chair, which is a purportedly voluntary, albeit lifetime, appointment — or
sentence.
“I am not sure what I’m going to do next; I’ve got
some options,” said Smith, who spent 16 years at the
St. John Department of Licensing and Consumer Affairs before assuming the post of island administrator
for eight years.

501 (3) c
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

ChurChill is about
two years old and is a
great little dog. he is
your typical Chihuahua
who is very easy to walk
and does very well with
female dogs. Churchill
can be in a home with
kids but they need to
be older. he is neutered
an up to date on all his
shots and is heartworm
negative.
Please consider this
awesome little guy.

Timeless & ClassiC: famous mignot Pearl Designs
The perfect gift or purchase to remember your special island get-a-way.

S

PO BOX 429, ST. JOHN, VI . 774-1625 . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY

Selection at Gibney Beach Villas / Hawksnet Bay / North Shore Rd / 340-643-2936
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this Week’s Feature

Piles of Sargassum seaweed covered most of Trunk Bay beach last week.

Sargassum Hits North Shore Beaches
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
NORTH SHORE — During
what many residents are calling
the worst infestation in memory,
sargassum levels have grown so
abundant in local waters, the weed
recently began piling up on V.I.
National Park beaches.
Sargassum is a weed which
grows in the Sargasso Sea in the
middle of the Atlantic Ocean.
When certain weather patterns interact, the yellow-orange weed is
“burped” out of the Sargasso Sea
and carried by air and water currents through Atlantic and Caribbean waters.
While sargassum is not harmful or dangerous, some of the one
million visitors to VINP were not
thrilled to find their favorite beaches, including Trunk Bay and Maho
Bay, blanketed in seaweed.
Last week, VINP officials began alerting visitors to the presence of sargassum. A notice was
posted at http://www.nps.gov/
viis/naturescience/sargassum.htm
announcing that beaches were
“heavily impacted by sargassum
seaweed.”
“This naturally occurring event
happens along the Gulf Stream
and throughout the Caribbean,”
according to the VINP on line notice. “The Sargassum is full of life

Creating unforgettable vacations since 1996
mystic ridge — perched on a high
ridge with views of Coral Bay and the BVIs.
toll free: 1-888-693-7676
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, swimming pool,
tel: 340-693-7676 fax: 340-693-8923
www.islandgetawaysinc.com
jacuzzi, firepit, great room, recently renovated
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com
upgraded, beautiful flora and very private.

open 6
d a y7s Nights
. c l o sae Week
d s u nber
days
Open
693. 7755 or w w w. latap astjohn. co m

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Maho Bay beach was also affected with an influx of
Sargassum.
and home to Sargassum shrimp,
Plan-head filefish, crabs, turtles
and seahorses. It is full of nutrients
and used for fertilizer and building
beach dunes.”
Those piles of sargassum that
prompted the online announcement, however, were mostly
washed out to sea in large swells
by week’s end.
“The Sargassum will eventually wash back out to sea or decompose,” according to the VINP website. “As of 9 a.m. on December

11, 2014, about 80 percent of the
Sargassum has washed out to sea
with yesterday’s big swells. The
rest has been washed up into the
tree line or in isolated clumps.”
While most VINP beaches
were largely clear of the weed by
last weekend, officials were alerting Trunk Bay visitors that sargassum was present on the shoreline.
“It’s piling up everywhere,”
said VINP Superintendent Brion
FitzGerald. “From what I’ve been
Continued on Page 19

Yelena Rogers Photography
PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831
340-774-4027 603-401-4757
www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography
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To The Rescue

by Bob Malacarne, NR-EMT, ASHI, NAEMT

Holiday Greetings to All of Our Supporters
St. John Tradewinds
The members of St. John Rescue are so very thankful for all the
support we received for our Rib
Cook-off. Once again the people
of St. John showed us how generous they are and how much they
support us.
Because of this support we are
able to keep providing the best
possible emergency rescue services on St. John. This great event
was organized by Andi Vacharat
and John Fitzgerald. Without their
leadership we would not have had
such a great success.
I am frequently asked: “Why
do the members of St. John Rescue volunteer their time to serve
the public of St. John”?
Recently I had the opportunity
to read the document “Search and
Rescue Fundamentals” by Donald
Cooper and others. Cooper expertly answers that question the
following way:
“We don’t always receive ‘a
pat on the back’ after a difficult
endeavor. Being a member of a
search and rescue organization is
not for the weak of character nor is
it a place for those seeking popularity and fame. Rather, search
and rescue is for those who have
a unique desire to help others in
need regardless of personal gain.”
“Search and rescue is for those
who can focus on the objective
common to all who serve others-

the injured, the lost, the pained
and the anxious. All who simply
require what many cannot or will
not give – help. Help in the form
of transport, reassurance, and alleviation of pain. Search and rescue
members are here for one reason:
To help those who so desperately
need it.”
It Takes True Commitment
“It is easy to say that you will
be there, however, it takes true
commitment to answer the call
that invariably comes at the most
inopportune time. Commitment to
the philosophy of helping others
without regard for compensation,
without regard for personal considerations, and often, without sufficient regard for personal safety.
This is the commitment desired
and necessary for search and rescue today.”
So this is why the dedicated
members of St. John Rescue devote time to our great organization.
But, what is it that we do?
First and foremost we train.
We train on patient assessment
skills and on providing appropriate emergency medical interventions related to the patient’s illness
or injury.
We also train to develop rappelling skills, since St. John Rescue is the only agency on St. John
that is trained in this skill. Rappelling is a potentially dangerous

operation that we perform efficiently and safely in order to reach
patients who have been thrown
off the roadway and down an embankment. The patient may be in
his/her vehicle or lying outside a
vehicle.
St. John Rescue has, as a result of past funding grants, the
most complete vehicle extrication
and stabilization equipment in the
Virgin Islands. We are prepared to
rescue anyone who is trapped in a
vehicle or in a collapsed building.
St. John Rescue conducts regular training sessions for its members along with CPR and First Aid
training for the general public.
Our CPR classes are offered on
the second Saturday of each month
starting at 9:30 a.m. and First Aid
classes are offered by appointment. Everyone should be trained
in CPR. It has been proven over
and over that lives are saved when
people learn CPR.
I recently completed a twoday seminar on Emergency Care
of Stroke Patients in Orlando on
November 14 and 15. The information I received will be included
in our next training session.
Each year about 800,000 Americans suffer from stroke. Stroke is
the fourth leading cause of death
in the U.S. and the leading cause
of disability.
If you feel that you or someone
you know is having a stroke be ad-

Free Basketball Clinic Dec. 18
AIST is hosting a basketball classic at the University of the Virgin Islands on December 18 at the UVI Gym from 4 to 6 p.m.
Four NCAA Division III Women’s Basketball teams will be
competing in this first annual event. The teams participating are
Nichols College, Randolph-Macon College, Virginia Wesleyan
University and Emerson College.
In addition to the games, Emerson College Head Coach William Gould and his team will be hosting a basketball clinic for
any youth age 10-18 who is interested improving their basketball
skills.
The clinic is free, so take advantage of the opportunity to work
with Emerson College coaches and players. For more information
email info@aist.us.

Elevate II Book Signing Dec. 23
St. John native and auther Teshanne Phillip will will be back
on island from December 19 to January 3 to promote her second
book Elevate II. .The author will have a book signing celebration
in Frank Powell Park in Cruz Bay on Tuesday, December 23.

Writing Workshop Set at SJSA

St. John School of the Arts is teaming up with award-winning
author of children’s books Cristina Kessler and offering a six-week
writing workshop concentrating on memoirs.
This is a great way to reflect on your life while being creative
and it’s a great way to share your legacy with family. “Senior Moments Memoir Workshop” is 90 minutes each week for 6 weeks.
The workshop starts Saturday, January 3 from 9:30 to 11 a.m. and
will run every Saturday through February 14 (January 30, no session). The cost for the workshop is $120. You must register for the
full workshop; no walk-ins.
Call 779-4322 for more information and to sign up.

vised that time is of the essence in
treating stroke. Minutes count. A
stroke patient must be at a facility
that can treat stroke within three
hours of the onset of symptoms.
A simple test for stroke involves three steps:
• Ask the person suspected of
having a stroke to raise both arms

evenly
• Ask the person to smile
• Ask the person to speak a
simple sentence.
If the person is not able to complete any of these tasks consider
getting the person to a hospital immediately.
Until next time-stay safe.

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com
340-693-8500
Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations
KatiLady - since 1997
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Former St. John Guidebook Owner
Publishes Countess Daisy Historic Novel

St. John Tradewinds News Photo
Courtesy of Arne Jakobsen

Countess Daisy
as well as Clara Svendsen (later
Selborn) Karen Blixen’s secretary,
Count Adam Knuth and his old,
blind aunt Karen, Countess Irene
Wedell, Count Raben Levitzau
and many more, and also elderly
people on St. Jan who remembered
Daisy.”
“In many cases I was asked not
to publish what they told me until
they had died, of respect for her
family,” said Jakobsen.
Further hindering Jakobsen’s
research was the fact that very
little documentation existed about
Daisy, he explained.
“Almost nothing was available in the Danish archives or in
the Virgin Islands about Daisy,”
Jakobsen said. “Daisy’s father
destroyed everything Daisy had
left after her death in London in
1917, and demanded that family
and friends, including her cousin
Karen Blixen, do the same. Daisy
was the black sheep of the family,
because she was an addict.”
Countess Daisy battled addiction most of her adult life and spent
time in several sanatoriums before
overdosing in London in 1917.
Undeterred by the lack of information available, Jakobsen continued researching Countess Daisy’s
life and meeting people who heard
stories about her or were related to
her.
“One day in 1988, Barbara and
I happened to sit behind a couple
on the ferry from St. Thomas to St
John,” said Jakobsen. “They were
speaking in Danish, which got my
attention. They introduced themselves as Count Adam Knuth and

Countess Charlotte Knuth.”
“They found it most interesting that I had written about Daisy,”
said the author. “Count Knuth then
informed us that Daisy was madly
in love with his grandfather, Count
Eggert Knuth, around 1909. As explained in my book, Daisy’s father,
Count Mogens Frijs, was very upset about Daisy’s connection with
the married Count Eggert.”
After making a connection with
Count Knuth, the Jakobsens were
invited to visit the family’s castle
Knuthenborg, on the Danish island
of Lolland, Jakobsen explained.
“Half a year later we visited
the Count and Countess,” he said.
“During our visit Count Knuth
contacted some of Daisy’s family
members, spread all over Denmark,
so we could interview them about
Daisy. Very little was known.”
“We only found one single
photo of Daisy from 1913, in the
castle Brattingborg on the island of
Samso,” said Jakobsen. “Daisy’s
grandmother apparently had kept
one single photo of her grandchild
against Daisy’s father’s instructions.”
The Jakobsen’s also visited
Countess Daisy’s childhood home
at Frijsenborg Castle.
“Our visit to the castle Frijsenborg, where Daisy grew up, was
most interesting,” said Jakobsen.
“Countess Irene Wedell could not
show us any photos of Daisy, although there were many of her sisters. The countess was very helpful and drove us out into the forest
where Daisy was buried.”
While Jakobsen’s novel is fiction, he tried to base as much information on verifiable facts, he
explained
“My novel is to some extent
fiction, but it was built on verifiable historic events,” he said.
“More than 90 percent of the persons in the novel are true historic
persons. All incidents in my novel
have taken place in the years and at
the locations mentioned, and with
the best of my knowledge, like I
have described them.”
After about 20 years and countless hours of research and travel,
Jakobsen compiled “Countess
Daisy” which is now available at
Lulu.com.

canines, cats & critters

Our new location is 2.5 miles out of Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

going on
vacation?

D o n’ t f o r g e t t o p l a n f o r y o u r p e t ’ s v a c a t i o n , t o o.
Canines Cats and Critters Boarding Facility and Day Care
Call 693-7780 for a reservation or tour today!

boarding

grooming

pet supplies

tel: 693-7780 l email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com





By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Although Arne Jakobsen sold
the St. John Guidebook and moved
off island, he remains closely connected to the island and its history.
When Arne Jakobsen and his
wife Barbara bought the St. John
Guidebook in 1987 from Linda
Smith Palmer, he decided to add a
few pages about the island’s history. One of the characters Jakobsen,
a native of Denmark, was most interested in was the Danish Countess Anne Margrethe Frijs, known
as Countess Daisy.
Recently, Jakobsen turned that
interest in a historical novel called
“Countess Daisy,” available from
the publishing house Lulu.com.
“In order to make the guidebooks more interesting for visiting
tourists, we included high quality
color photos and local history, especially for the period up to 1917
when the three previous Danish
colonial islands were sold to the
USA, and the name changed from
St. Jan to St. John,” said Jakobsen.
“Only a couple of Danish journalists had in the past visited St. John,
but none of them had met Daisy,
who was believed to have spent
three to four years on the island.”
Countess Daisy was a cousin
of the famous author Karen Blixen, who wrote under the pen name
Isak Dinesen. Daisy and Blixen
spent a lot of time together as
young children and both went off
to extraordinary adventures. Unfortunately, Countess Daisy’s life
was cut short when she died young
after battling years of addiction.
Daisy’s husband was a Danish Count and Ambassador and
she lived with him near Lameshur
Bay, where she was often seen riding horses in her preferred English
style.
Jakobsen, who began researching Countess Daisy about two decades ago, faced several obstacles
in his effort to publish a book about
the countess, explained the author.
“About 20 years ago I planned
to write a biography about Countess Anne Margrethe Frijs or Daisy,
as she was called,” said Jakobsen.
“I have visited most of the locations where she lived and interviewed several family members
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Soak Up One-of-a-Kind Panoramic
Views from Hawks Nest Villa
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Close your eyes and imagine
yourself watching the tropical sun
dip below the horizon as the sky
fills with an orange glow that is
reflected off the shimmering water
of Hawksnest Bay below.
Now, pinch yourself because
you might not be dreaming at all.
The two-bedroom two-bathroom Hawks Nest, located in one
of the most breath-taking locations
on St. John, is for sale for $1.375
million, explained 340 Real Estate
broker/owner Tammy Donnelly.
“This property is all about location, location, location,” said Donnelly.
Hawks Nest is perched about 97
feet above the alabaster shoreline

of Hawksnest Beach on the famed
North Shore of St. John. The home
is nestled amid the lush hiking
trails and pristine beaches of Virgin Islands National Park.
From this home, you’ll have
your pick of powder white sand
beaches upon which to spend your
days, without even the need to get
behind the wheel of a car.
“From Hawks Nest you can
walk to Jumbie, Dennis and Hawksnest Bays,” Donnelly said. “This
is a unique, one-of-a-kind North
Shore property.”
While you will certainly feel as
if you’re in your own private shangri la, Hawks Nest is actually only
a few minutes drive to the dining,
shopping and nightlife of Cruz
Bay.

You’ll have a hard time, however, pulling yourself away from the
tranquility, native trees and wild
orchids found at Hawks Nest, as
well as those cooling breezes and
stunning water views.
The small home is finely crafted
and boasts a full solar panel array
system and net metering. Hawks
Nest sits on a full half-acre of
private property within in the V.I.
National Park, offering plenty of
room to expand, explained Donnelly.
“There is ample room on this
large lot to add a main house and
even a pool,” said the 340 Real Estate broker/owner.
Hawks Nest features hard wood
details, native stone accents and an
expansive deck boasting some of

St. John Tradewinds News Photos

Every room at Hawks Nest offers stunning sunset views
over Hawsksnest Bay and the Caneel Bay Resort.

the most impressive water views
on the island. There are two bedrooms and two bathrooms as well
as a spacious great room with a
quaint open plan kitchen.
But you’ll have a hard time doing anything at Hawks Nest except
staring out the windows. One can
easily get lost gazing down upon
the post-card perfect North Shore

beaches and out to the sweeping
water views.
Once you spend some time at
Hawks Nest, you’ll never want to
say goodbye to those panoramic
water vistas.
For more information on Hawks
Nest, call Donnelly at 340 Real
Estate at (340) 779-4478 or on her
cell phone at (340) 643-6068.

BROADWAYComes to St. John

WESTIN ST. JOHN RESORT & VILLAS
JAN 30 7PM FRIENDS & FAMILY
$20 suggested contribution

JAN 31 6PM ANGELS DINNER & PREMIER

$200 (includes complimentary champagne)

ST. JOHN

Goes to Broadway
Airfare to New York City for Two
Two Tickets to a Broadway Show
Dinner for Two at Etcetera Etcetera
Three Nights Hotel Accommodations

779-4322 • www.StJohnSchoolofTheArts.org
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Record Funds Raised in Annual Power On
Computer Consulting and Repair on St. John
Friends of VINP Online Auction
St. John Tradewinds
When the Friends Online Auction closing bell
rang the night of Sunday, December 6th, there was
much to celebrate: over $60,000 was raised for protection, preservation and education in our national
park! This auction set a new fundraising record that
was up $20,000 from the last two years as bidders
swooped in for great deals on 74 items with a total
retail value of over $100,000.
The top-dollar item was a 7-night stay at the
luxury villa, Isla Vista, donated by Ted and Kathee
Kramm and selling for $7,500. This villa was closely
followed by a stay at “On a Clear Day...”, an ecofriendly villa at Francis Bay that was recently awarded a 5-Star Green Building Certification by the Island
Green Living Association. Other deals included
boating trips, dining and a stunning sapphire briolette
necklace from R&I PATTON. Some items sold for
more than retail value as bidders showed generous
support for our cherished VI National Park.
Karen Vahling, Development Director for Friends,
was thrilled with the auction results. “We had a great
auction because we have a great park, and great people

who care about it,” she said. “This was our 6th annual auction and people know they can find good deals,
plus get great exposure when they donate items, all
while helping our national park,” said Vahling. The
auction always runs over the 3 week period between
mid-November and the first week of December to allow for holiday shopping and vacation planning.
Friends is dedicated to the protection and preservation of the natural and cultural resources of Virgin
Islands National Park and to promoting the responsible enjoyment of this unique national treasure. All
money raised from the auction will support Friends
and assist them in continuing their mission and 21
programs and projects this year. For more information on those projects underway or in need of funding,
please visit www.friendsvinp.org or contact Karen
Vahling at 340-779-4940.
Friends would like to thank all the donors who
made the auction possible, their media partners for
helping them to get the word out and of course, the
volunteers who helped gather auction items, all the
bidders who clicked and shopped online for the good
cause. Thanks, Love City!
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Veteran St. John Taxi Medallions Auction December 16
St. John Tradewinds
Two St. John taxi medallions
for St. John Veterans of the U.S.
Armed Services will be offered
at auction by the Virgin Islands
Taxicab Commission on Tuesday,
December 16, at 11 a.m. at the St.
John Administrator’s Office.
The minimum bid for a St.
John medallion is $20,000.
The Commission will conduct
its annual veteran medallion auctions on all three islands on December 15, 16 and 17. This auction
is open only to V.I. Veterans of the

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.
P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

crane

U.S. Armed Services.
Bid applicants must be present
at the time of auction and bid envelopes will be publicly opened on
the date and times indicated pursuant to Title 20, Section 407 (c) of
the VI Code.
Bid forms must be deposited in
the bid box no later than 10 a.m.
on the day of the auction. Applications can be picked up at the Taxicab Commission’s Office during
regular working hours, Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Applications must be taken to

Selling?
Buying?
Renting
Seeking?

get
ReSultS!
St. John Tradewinds
Classifieds
e-mail: advertising@

the Office of Veterans Affairs for
verification of eligibility as a U.S.
Virgin Island veteran on the island
for which the bid is scheduled.
Only approved buyers may
submit bids. Any persons who purchases a medallion at auction pursuant to this subsection is prohibited from transferring said medallion
by sale, lease or otherwise, within
three years of purchase. Thereafter
such transfer or sale must be to another eligible veteran.
A down payment of 10 percent
of the bid amount, which would
be a non-refundable deposit if the
sale is not consummated, is required at the time of the bid or no
later than 3 p.m. on the same day.
This down payment must be paid
in money order or certified check
payable to the Government of the
Virgin Islands. No payment will be
accepted in cash.
The remaining balance of 90
percent must be paid in a like manner within ten (10) days after the
date of the auction sale at which
time a Certificate of Entitlement
and the Medallion will be issued.
If the sale is not consummated
within the allotted ten (10) days,
the second highest bidder will automatically be awarded the bid.

w w w.Sk innyLe gs.com
“Be here even when you are there”

Coral Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands
340-779-4982
Follow us on facebook

Happy holidays!
– from St. John Tradewinds
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Letters to St. John Tradewinds
Pleasure Island
Let me begin by first thanking everyone who participates in keeping our beloved island clean. A second wave of thanks goes to those
who stop along the way and encourage us on the work being done.
We appreciate your sincerity.
As we look at the direction our society is heading, let us pause
to reflect on the goodness of God. We live on an island so beautiful
people come to see it. We are surrounded by waters so pure people
come to swim in them. We interact with each other in such a respectful manner citizens of the world remark on it.
All in all, God’s goodness has made us far richer than any other
place on earth.
It is with this hope that throughout this winter season our eyes
would remain focused on the primary goal – to preserve the integrity
of St. John as a safe, wholesome and fun destination.
By doing this, our God will reward us with prosperity and peace.
God Is With Us,
Emmanuel Prince

Next Deadline:
Thursday, December 18th
Crossword Answers (Puzzle located on Page 20)

Finding Authentic Holiday Cheer
My wife Paula and I left our cold Massachusetts
home in early December for a week to just BE in the
Virgin Islands. What we found there was more than
sunshine, beaches, coral, and mahi-mahi sandwiches.
We found our humanity.
At a time when divisive rhetoric, lack of compassion, and violent acts bombard our world, Paula and I
found ourselves in a village society where tolerance,
kindness, laughter, and the pace of nature are as plentiful as the sunshine.
On St. John, there’s an eclectic group of indigenous and ex-patriot souls, older adults, young children, and those in the middle years, who live, love,
and celebrate life as a tribe. They gather frequently, to
sing, to mourn, to recognize rites of passage, and to

just be together. Some have had hard lives, filled with
loss and pain; some are running from another life;
some were born here and believe they were hatched
in paradise; some stay all year, some only part.
The point is, these people are connected in ways
our ancient, and even more recent, ancestors were.
They are individuals who are also part of a whole,
and that whole is magically, even mystically, a source
of comfort, peace, and joy.
During this holiday season, let’s take the time to
reconnect with our humanity, and find peace and joy
in our own homes.
Dr. Roger Landry
15-year visitor

Native Son Welcomes Increased Tourism
Often when people think of the impacts of increased tourists to the islands, they only think of
the volume of people on our shores and perhaps the
congestion that they see on Main Street or in Havensight. However, each time a visitor comes off a cruise
ship or an airplane, they are helping a household and
a business in the Virgin Islands. I am President of a
local ferry company that provides services between
the U.S. and British Virgin Islands, as well as, shuttle
service from the cruise ships to downtown Charlotte
Amalie and Cruz Bay.
We have seen a number of industries close or relocate from our islands in the past decade, but the one
constant that has remained is tourism. I am thankful
to the Department of Tourism and all the other entities that work diligently to keep the tourists coming to
the Virgin Islands because it means that my business
can continue to operate, and my staff can continue
to have a place to work. The recent news that we
might be able to accommodate larger cruise ships is
a breath of fresh air for those of us who depend on
this industry for our bread and butter. Let’s look at
it from my perspective — when tourists spend their
dollars on a local business to take a tour to the BVI or

to St. John, they enable me to maintain the upkeep of
my vessels, which also provide services to the local
residents. Those dollars then go into payroll for my
staff, who can then circulate those dollars back into
the economy. I look at the increase in tourists as a
good thing for the community as a whole because we
have to build upon what is already working for us. It
means that those of us in business must plan ahead
and plan accordingly to accommodate the growth.
Knowing that a greater number of cruise passengers will be coming to St. Thomas enables me to plan
ahead for my fleet, to see how I can prepare my business for the future. It also means that I can provide a
bit of job security to the members of my team, who in
turn can plan for their families. The alternative is not
one that I wish to consider. There is a slogan that says
“Tourism is All of Us,” and I do believe that this is
true. Whether or not we see the value in this industry,
it is a foundation for the way we live and work in this
territory. I, for one, welcome the new pier, and the
promise it brings for all of us.
Sincerely,
James F. Smith, President
Native Son, Inc.

Hollowing Our Military
I have previously written about the disastrous impact of “sequestration” on our armed forces. Douglas
Wissing delves into this topic in his article “RIF Tide”
in the December 2014 issue of The American Legion
Magazine, which I partially paraphrase in the next
paragraph.
After 9/11 we had 570,000 soldiers in the Army,
and it may decrease to around 400,000, which will be
our smallest Army since before WWII. The Marines
will go from 184,000 to 175,000, and the National
Guard will lose 43,000 soldiers and the Reserves
20,000. The Air Force will have about 700 fewer aircraft.
Being former Navy enlisted and a Navy officer, I

am especially concerned with the state of our Navy.
We currently have 286 ships, including 11 carrier
battle groups. Sequestration will keep our Navy (with
new construction) at 286 ships, but decrease carrier
battle groups to 10. Our Naval command estimates
we need 300 ships, including 12 carrier battle groups,
to effectively project our military power in the world
and safeguard our security. Let’s not forget 90% of
the world’s trade passes over the oceans.
The scale back of our overseas land bases increases the need for a strong Navy, including carrier battle
groups.
Donald A. Moskowitz
Londonderry, NH
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Moravian Church Project Architect Sought To Answer
Unasked Questions on Proposed Zone Change
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — The architect who is drafting the
redesign of the proposed hotel, condominium and
marina project on waterfront property leased from the
Moravian Council of the Virgin Islands and an adjacent piece leased from the V.I. Government tried to
answer questions about the project before they were
asked at the December 4 public hearing on an application for a change in the zoning designation of a portion of the site for the planned project.
“This project has been around for a long time,”
architect John Woods of Jaredian Design Group of
St. Thomas admitted of the project now being shepherded by Sirius Development LLC. Construction of
“the upland portion is likely of 30-month duration,”
Woods told the small hearing audience.
“The entire area is just under 12 acres; one parcel is owned by the V.I. Port Authority,” the architect
said.
(Ownership of the VIPA parcel, which is zoned
Public, is actually contested by the Moravian Church,
Woods subsequently explained to St. John Tradewinds.
Until the resolution of a court-ordered settlement the
property is in a long-term lease from the V.I. government for a nominal fee, the architect said in an interview on December 10.)
“Our goal is to make a unified zoning designation
for this area,” Woods added in a later interview.
“We’re working with our site,” Woods reiterated.
“Respecting what is there; different functions are being retained.”
“We’re not trying to maximize the W-1 (Waterfront
— Pleasure) designation,” the architect emphasized
of the proposed zone change for most of the 7.64-acre
Parcel 10-A, Moravian Church property which currently holds the community field and basketball court.
“Again, it’s a matter of trying to work with the scale;
what’s allowed. Meaningful land use.”
Rezoning Is Not To Accommodate Marina
“We’re not asking for a rezoning to build a marina,” Woods explained to zoning officials and the
approximately 20 residents in attendance at the unpublicized hearing. “What we’re focused on tonight
is the land that needs to be rezoned for the landside
(development).”
(The shoreline of Coral Harbor that is part of
Parcel 10-A is already zone W-1 — Pleasure which
allows construction of a marina, zoning officials concurred. The proposed zone change includes the portion of Parcel 10-A between the government parcel
and the W-1 zoned waterfront property. Parcel 10A-1, the waterfront parcel behind the Skinny Legs
restaurant complex, is already zoned W-2 Waterfront
— Industrial, the architect elaborated in a subsequent
interview with St. John Tradewinds.)
“Sometime next year (we will) put together a CZM
package for the marina,” he explained to the hearing audience, adding the adjoining waterfront parcel
zoned W-2 Waterfront, will include “dry storage (for
small boats) to reduce the impact of wet slips.”
“I think, ideally, we would have liked to see the
marina started first,” the architect admitted. “It’s

likely the land-based portion has a chance to happen
sooner.”
“This is an important step,” Woods added of
starting the landside development before the marina.
“Both have been looked at independently and both are
viable independently.”
Vista Is Important to Church Members
“The view from the church is the cornerstone,”
Woods reiterated at the public hearing. “The vista was
critical.”
“The view was incredibly important to (the Emmaus Moravian Church membership),” the project
designer added. “Views are through the middle of a
small village of two and one-story cottages. Courtyard views and park views consistent with a small
residential community.”
The proposed plan leaves a portion of the existing
ball field on Rte. 10 directly in front of the Emmaus
Moravian Church undeveloped as “green space”
“Green space which can accommodate over 800
people on each side (of a center walkway shown in
the preliminary plans) — about an acre and a half on
each side to preserve open space,” the project architect elaborated.
“You see the importance of the green area,” Woods
added. “We are replacing the ball field while retaining
that open space.”
“It also was important that we create a substitute
field,” Woods explained of the addition of a new playing field on a neighboring parcel on Rte. 10 west of
the intersection with Rte. 107. “You’re going to want
to start (the ball field) and get that situated,” the architect said.
Parking Is Two-level Deck
Parking “will be constructed in full capacity” to
meet the “residential, biggest requirement of 125
spaces,” Woods said in response to the only follow-up
question for Woods from CZM’s Stuart Smith concerning the parking required for the project.
“(It’s) not a (two-story) parking structure, (it’s)
a two-level parking deck,” Woods added. “(The top
level will be) (t)he same level as Route 10… the property drops off 10 feet in elevation towards the shore.”
The parking “deck” will include “about 125 spaces, which takes care of all required parking,” the architect added, including for the hotel and residential
units and the “marina-related retail” (uses planned).
The developers are “working for 89 units, which
is within the range of existing zoning — 28 studios,
55 one-bedroom and six three-bedroom,” Woods
elaborated. The residential units will be in “23 buildings — 20 are small-style cottages; three are larger
structures” including three-story hotel buildings.
The residential development will also include
“tennis courts and pool.”
“We’re going to have our own wastewater plant,”
Woods explained. “Treated wastewater will be used
on the property. The buildings would have cisterns.”
“We are looking at a R/O (reverse osmosis) system for potable water,” the architect elaborated. “The
buildings would have cisterns.”
“We have to produce water,” Woods acknowledged.

Island Green Building Association

St. John Youth Coalition
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Testifiers Heard at Hearing on Change
In Moravian Waterfront Property Zoning
St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-oriented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.
Friday, December 19
— Mark those calendars for
Friday, December 19, from 4
to 8 p.m. for the chance to help
local Olympians realize their
dreams.Mayumi “Mimi” Roller and Kayla McComb of MK
Sailing will host a fundraiser
at Motu to help finance their
bid to sail in the 2016 Summer
Olympics in Brazil. The night
will feature raffle prizes, great
food donated by fantastic local
restaurants and a silent auction.
— The annual Coral Bay
Christmas Tree Carol Sing and
Santa visit will be at the Coral
Bay basketball court on evening, Dec. 19, at 6:30 p.m.
December 19 and 22
— St John Singers will
perform in concert Friday,
December 19 at the Nazareth
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Cruz Bay and on Monday,
December 22 at the Emmaus
Moravian Church in Coral
Bay. Both concerts are at 7:30
p.m.
Sunday, December 21
— The St. John Landsharks
are hosting a fun holiday theme
5K Reindeer Ramble run on
Sunday, December 21. There
will be an abbreviated course
for the little ones. Registration
begins at 7:30 a.m., race starts
at 8 a.m. Meet at the Annaberg
Ruins parking lot. Donation

of a canned or non-perishable
food item is appreciated.
— Join Gabriella Brand at
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (UUF) Service, at 10
a.m. on Sunday, December 21
at Gifft Hill School’s Lower
Campus for the topic: Who Deserves a Present?
Thursday, January 8
— The Animal Care Center
of St. John (ACC) will have its
Annual Meeting on Thursday,
January 8, at 6 p.m. in the activity hall of the Lower Gifft
Hill School campus.
Saturday, January 10
— The Bethany Moravian
Church Board of Stewards will
be hosting a School Supply
Drive on Saturday, January 10,
2015 in the Franklin A. Powell,
Sr. Park from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, February 21
— The 8 Tuff Miles Road
Race and the St. John Cancer Fund have joined forces
to present the 8 Tuff Miles
Festival. The festival will begin on Saturday, February 21,
at 4 p.m. with “Light up the
Night” an 18-hour, family-oriented, community supported
overnight event.
Saturday, February 28
— The 19th Annual 8 Tuff
Miles Road Race is February
28 at 7:15 a.m. followed by the
awards ceremony at Mongoose
Junction at 4 p.m.

Alcholics Anonymous Meetings
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay
Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon Meetings
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340)
642-3263

By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — There were less than a dozen testifiers at the December 4 DPNR Coastal Zone Planning
hearing on a zone change for the proposed development of a three-story hotel, residential an commercial
development on Moravian Church and leased government property in Coral Bay.
DPNR Coastal Zone Planning Director Stuart
Smith and Sirius Development LLC architect John
Woods responded to pertinent questions and listened
to approximately ten testifiers from the St. John community.
The comments, commentary and/or questions of
testifiers are transcribed below.
David Silverman, Coral Bay Resident and
Community Organizer:
“First I want to compliment the developers for
their openness and transparency,” said opening testifier David Silverman, a Coral Bay resident who
organized the Internet fundraising effort to fight the
competing mega-yacht marina project on the opposite
shore of Coral Harbor
Silverman praised the continuation of the Emmaus Moravians’ “historical use of open space…
which meets needs of the community” and the developers’ professed intention for portions of the property
“to remain as open space.”
The community activist also encouraged zoning
officials to conduct “historical research to determine
if they are not acting counter to or in violation of the
wishes of the original landowners.”
“The Quit Claim deed didn’t indicate any specific
restrictions,” Sirius Development LLC architect John
Woods explained. “The deed is included in the application to my knowledge.”
Silverman also proposed a zoning variance be
granted rather than the zone change under consideration, asserting the variance would not “run” with
the property to be used by a subsequent developer for
other purposes.
“A variance is no different, it does in fact run with
the land,” DPNR Coastal Zone Planning Director Stuart Smith later said in response to Silverman’s assertion – which was reiterated by a second testifier and
which Silverman continued to assert in an exchange
with Smith at the end of the hearing.
The pair of community activists pressed their
contention that zoning officials consider granting the
project a use variance rather than the permanent zone
change requested which was under consideration be-

cause the zone change would be in place for any other
developer of the property if the Sirius project was not
completed and a variance would not – despite Smith’s
explanations.
“A variance will not work in this case,” Smith reiterated.
“You cannot increase height limits or the number
of uses” with a variance; a variance would apply to
density, the zoning official explained. “Land use can’t
grant a variance on height.”
Phillip Stringer, Coral Bay Homeowner and
Boater:
“The risk of somebody else coming in and using a
new zoning designation might be a major problem for
everyone down the line,” said Coral Bay homeowner
and boater Phillip Stringer.
“The primary place for boats to come ashore is
the existing dinghy dock,” Stringer reminded the zoning officials. “I don’t know how the developer plans
to deal with that – if that’s going to change.”
“All of that is still maintained,” project architect
Woods subsequently responded about current marine
access from the shoreline portion of the property. “The
dinghy dock as well as the boat lift, are all geared towards public use. The dinghy dock will continue.”
Robert O’Connor Jr., St. Johnian Business and
Civic Leader, and Partner, Coral Bay Marina,
The Yacht Club at Summer’s End:
“I believe that there must be a balance,” testified
Robert O’Connor Jr., St. Johnian Business and Civic
Leader who is a partner in the competing “megayacht” marina project Coral Bay Marina, The Yacht
Club at Summer’s End
O’Connor told the December 4, V.I. Department
of Planning and Natural Resources Coastal Zone
Planning hearing on a proposed property zone change
for a marina project in Coral Harbor that was challenging the neighboring marina project in which he is
a principal. “We can’t have all ‘No development.”
“The migration that took place in Coral Bay happened because there were no opportunities in Coral
Bay,” O’Connor told DPNR Coastal Zone Planning
Director Stuart Smith at the hearing – which was conducted at the St. John Legislature Building which he
built and owns.
“We’ve got to look at these things for what they
are,” O’Connor, a partner in the who said he was not
going to take the position that “I have mine so you
don’t get yours.”
“I have a vested interest in St. John,” O’Connor
Continued on Next Page

St. John Tradewinds, December 15-21, 2014     17

Testifiers Heard
Continued from Previous Page

added. “I want to see St. Johnians have opportunity on St. John, economic opportunities.”
“There are those of us who have to try
to make it here,” the community business
leader and Chairman of the V.I. Port Authority continued. “There are other remedies to
us being taxed to death.”
“I’m not for destroying St. John,”
O’Connor was quick to add. “St. John has to
provide opportunities for indigenous people.
There has got to be a balance to this.”
“We need to recognize there are two
sides to every equation,” O’Connor told the
two planning officials conducting the hearing and the small audience.
O’Connor a standout athlete into his
adulthood, praised the developers of the
competing project for proposing to recreate
the community’s ball field on an adjacent
property to retain open space in the vista
from the Emmaus Moravian Church, even
though the same developers have filed a legal challenge to an approved project on the
opposite shore of the inner harbor in which
O’Connor is a partner.
“I think that’s responsible,” O’Connor
said plans for the Moravian Church prop-

erty on the shore of Coral Harbor in Estate
Emmaus.
“We need to give this project a fair
shake,” O’Connor told the zoning officials
and the small audience.
Give it a chance to survive, to succeed,
the community leader urged the officials –
and opponents of the proposed project.
“We need to give it a chance – to give
people a chance to get a job,” O’Connor reiterated.
“Coral Bay used to be the economic
hub.” he reminded the small audience. St.
John needs “not only recreational (but) economic activity,” the community leader reminded the hearing audience.
Ernest Matthias, St. Johnian Firefighter:
“In order to survive here on St. John you
need 10 jobs,” said St. Johnian V.I. Firefighter Ernest Mathias, who acknowledged
he also was one of the few native islanders
working in the marine industry in his second job as a diver and supported additional
marine development in the Coral Bay area.
“I would like to see a marina, but a small
(compact) marina.”
Matthias, however, questioned the fire
protection planned for the proposed mixeduse residential and commercial development that is planned to include at least one
three-story hotel structure.

“Would you have enough water in the
event of a fire,” he asked, to assurances from
Woods that planned cisterns and a planned
reverse osmosis plant would be more than
sufficient to protect the proposed development.
Matthias also encouraged the developers to ensure there was additional firefighting apparatus for Coral Bay, including a
fireboat.
“The only fire boat is on St. Thomas,”
Matthias reminded the hearing audience.
“The will be fire suppression for three
stories,” project architect John Woods responded to the concerns of the firefighter
about the plans for fire protection and excess
potable water production for the community.
There was no comment on a fire boat.
“The use of a R/O (reverse osmosis)
plant is what we are geared towards,” Woods
elaborated, adding that there were no major
plans for excess water production and that
the hotel and related development would
“require a sprinkler system.”
“The system will have dedicated water
storage for fire fighting,” Woods added.
Elsie Thomas Trottman, Moravian
Church Member:
“The V.I. Conference (of the Moravian
Church) is not in partnership with the developers,” Moravian Church member Elsie

Thomas Trottman told the hearing succinctly. “The developers have leased the property.
Don’t look at this as a joint venture because
it is not a joint venture.“
“I would like you to keep that in mind,”
Trottman reiterated to the zoning officials.
“It is not a joint venture.”
Craig Barshinger, St. John Senator at
Large:
“I think that a variance is the only thing
to consider,” outgoing St. John Senator at
Large Craig W. Barshinger said, reminding
the zoning officials of failed St. John development projects such as Pond Bay on the
shore of Chocolate Hole. “You have no idea
what it could be.”
“Are they current with their obligations
to the Moravian Church,” Sen. Barshinger
asked rhetorically. “It is my belief that (original project developer) T-Rex might not be
current on their option.”
“T-Rex has surpassed its obligations
and they have exceeded what they had to
do,” responded Samuel Rymer, Property
Manager for Moravian Council of the V.I.
“They have met their financial obligations
to the conference.”
The public comment period on the zone
change is open for two weeks after the December 4 public hearing, Smith reminded
the audience.
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Church Directory
Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays
776-6316, 776-6254
Bethany Moravian Church
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.
Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.
Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach
Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard
Cruz Bay Baptist Church
Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315
Emmaus Moravian Church
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713
Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI
Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578
Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m.
Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053
Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship,
Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884
Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay
at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish;
Mondays: 12:15 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 7 a.m.
& Fridays: 7 p.m. Call 776-6339 for more information.
Prayer House of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays
Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820
St. John Methodist Church
Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477
St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m.,
Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230
St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.
Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo File

Morrisette, left, attended the October 1 CZM decision meeting on the SEG marina
project to form a quorum, but did not otherwise participate in the meeting.

Atty. Morrisette Is Cited CZM Marina Vote Challenge
Continued from Page 7
Morrisette, however, abstained from voting, but he
still participated in the meeting to maintain the quorum, which allowed the other members to vote. The
remaining members voted unanimously to grant the
Permit to SEG,” the appeal brief continued.
Meetings “clearly held upon unlawful procedure”
“The public hearing and decision meeting were
clearly held upon unlawful procedure. Commissioner
Morrisette participated in both hearings by establishing a quorum, sitting through the hearings and, on at
least two occasions, whispering to the Chairman during the public hearing,” the appeal brief read.
“Moreover, he helped SEG’s application process
by giving power of attorney to SEG to apply for the
Permit. The right to develop the property remained
with Morrisette and O’Connor,” the appeal brief
continued. “
“Thus, as one of the lessees of the property who
stands to benefit if the project foes through, Mr. Morrisette should not have participated in any way in the
SEG application and should have disqualified himself or been disqualified by the Chairman,” the brief
continued. “Despite Mr. Morrisette’s conflict of interest, he helped to establish a quorum and engaged
somewhat with the Chairman during the public hearing.”
“The CZM rules and regulations have provisions
that allow for self-disqualification or disqualification
by the chairman after appropriate proceedings. See
12 V.I.R.R. s/s 904-6(d). The record is devoid of any
such proceedings having been conducted regarding
the SEG applications, and Mr. Morrisette never disqualified himself,” the legal brief continued. “Since
no less than three members are required for a quorum, and Mr. Morrisette should have been disqualified, his participation made the public hearing and
decision illegal. Thus, the decision is void under 12
V.I.R.R. s/s 904-6 AND 12 C.I.C. s/s 904(B).”
Morrisette Explains Attendance
To Form Quorum — Bluntly
One of only three current members of the St.
John CZM — there are two unfilled vacancies —
Morrisette participated in a vote on a request to the
CZM for a major solar power installation at the Westin Resort on Great Cruz Bay at the August CZM

meeting before recusing himself from participating
in a subsequent hearing on the controversial plan for
a mega-yacht marina in the sleepy backwater.
The St. John attorney addressed the audience
before the panel’s hearing of the Coral Bay “megayacht” marina application to answer critics who publically had criticized his participation in any CZM
matters related to the project because Morrisette, as
Morrisette himself had acknowledged in his recusal,
had been a partner in a previously-proposed project
on the same site.
Morrisette stayed on for the hearing, however,
telling the audience he did so because the shorthanded panel would not have the necessary three
members for a quorum to consider the marina application if he left the meeting.
If the CZM did not have a quorum, the marina
plan the panel would not be able to conduct business,
which would result in the pending application being
automatically approved under the CZM rules, Morrisette explained to the audience.
Morrisette could not be reached for further explanation of the legal reasoning behind or ramifications
of his comments at the contested CZM meetings or
on the two appeals and the references to his participation in those meetings, or lack thereof.
St. Johnian O’Connor Stays in Project
St. Johnian Robert O’Connor Jr., Chairman of
the V.I. Port Authority and a partner with Morrisette
in the earlier marina project, is now a partner in the
newer, larger SEG project which assumed and incorporated land leases from the earlier project.
Morrisette has no interest in the new project other than through the executed sublease of the earlier
lease he held in in partnership with O’Connor.
That arms-length separation didn’t cut the mustard with his critics, or apparently the attorneys for
the V.I. Conservation Society, which has filed a challenge to the October 1 St. John CZM approval of the
SEG marina project which was eventually approved
by the two other members of the panel at the October
CZM decision meeting.
Atty. Morrisette attended that meeting as well,
again taking pains to inform the audience that he was
in attendance to create the legally-required quorum
but would not otherwise participate in the committee’s action.
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Sargassum Seaweed Hits VINP North Shore Beaches
Continued from Page 9
told, we’ve never had it this bad.
It was worse three days ago and
most of it washed out to sea with
the big swells we had.”
“We were telling people before
they came in at Trunk Bay that
there is sargassum on the beach,”
FitzGerald said. “We’re telling
them that the beach has seaweed
and if you don’t want to pay the
user fee, there are other beaches.
Our system is not set up for refunds, so we are telling people before they enter.”
While VINP does not have the
manpower to clear all beaches of
sargassum, the effort would be futile anyway, explained FitzGerald.
“We would never have the staff
to clear off every single beach,
that goes without saying,” he said.
“Even if we could clear off every
single beach, we don’t know that
it wouldn’t be back tomorrow. It
goes where it wants to go on its
own and there’s really no way to
predict it.”
“We had some lifeguards at
Trunk Bay clearing some sargassum, but not the whole beach,”
said the VINP Superintendent.
“We only have a limited number
of lifeguards and they are there to
watch people.”

“We would never
have the staff to
clear off every single
beach, that goes without saying,” he said.
“Even if we could
clear off every single
beach, we don’t know
that it wouldn’t be
back tomorrow. It
goes where it wants
to go on its own and
there’s really no way
to predict it.”
– VINP Superindendent Brion FitzGerald

St. John is not the only island
being affected by sargassum; the
weed is present throughout the
Caribbean and even in the Gulf
of Mexico where it is impact the
Texas coastline.
The presence of so much sargassum is also not a sign of things
to come, FitzGerald added.
“This is not a sign that we’re
going to have this occurrence every single year on St. John,” he

St. JohnTradewinds News
Photo by Frank Cummings

A turle hatching is
spotted in the Sargassum at
Trunk Bay last week.
said. “A few years ago it hit further
south and this year it’s hitting us
really hard. There are a lot of factors at play in the natural system.”
Although, VINP officials do
not want to alarm any visitors, it is
important to share accurate information, explained FitzGerald.
“The best thing to do is to
share accurate information; that
is our purpose,” FitzGerald said.
“We have no idea what is going
to be on the shoreline tomorrow. I
hope it washes away and doesn’t
come back.”

Crime Stoppers U.S. Virgin Islands
St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers thanks you for making a difference in the US Virgin Islands. As the holidays
approach, the police department urges the community to drive safely, and always have a designated driver if you are going to drink. Police also
advise the public to place purchased gifts in the
trunk of your vehicle, and then to move the vehicle. Doing this deters thefts.
St. John
On November 11th at about 10:30 p.m., police
officers were dispatched to Love City Mini Mart in
Coral Bay about a robbery that had just occurred.
As the store was about to close, an armed, masked
man wearing a black ski mask, hoodie, jeans,
sneakers and purple gloves walked in. With a silver gun pointed at the cashier, he told the cashier
to open the register. Unable to do so, the gunman
attempted to open the register himself and could
not. He then stole some unsecured cash, phone
cards, and other items and left on foot.
St. Thomas
On November 30th at 11:50 p.m. police were

dispatched to #68A Lindberg Bay for a shooting.
The victim, 25-year-old Jonathan Vasquez, died
while in the Emergency Room. If you have any
information about this crime, call Major Crimes
at 714-9823 or 714-9833 ext. 5618, or 340-7149843 ext. 5619, Crime Stoppers or 911.
St. Croix
Police need your help in the kidnapping and
death of 37-year-old Tarik Abdallah, who was
reported missing on or about November 23rd by
family members. According to family, he was
last seen on the 23rd when he left his wife to go
shopping at a local shopping center. On November 25th police found a vehicle in the Annaly Bay
area that contained the remains of a badly burned
body that is believed to be Mr. Abdallah. Please
help us to bring closure to his family and friends
by telling us what you may know.
Step up and be part of the solution. Tell us
what you know about these or any other crimes
at www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or by calling
1-800-222-TIPS (8477), or by texting “USVI”
plus your message to CRIMES (274637).

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Cruz Bay beach was also inundated with Sargassum.
St. John Department of Public Works employees spent a
second day cleaning up the mats of sargassum seaweed
which drifted onto the beach over the weekend with a miniloader, back hoe and dump truck to clear the beach.
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Business Directory
Accommodations

Landscaping

Island Getaways
888-693-7676,
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987
or locally 340-776-6152

Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

Architecture

Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI 00831

Art Galleries

Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Real Estate

340 Real Estate Company, LLC
340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com
Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI 00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Bajo el Sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. 340-693-7070

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI 00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery
Located at The Marketplace
340-693-8524

Restaurants

Banking

Fish Trap Restaurant
and Seafood Market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

La Tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

Furniture

Ocean 362
American Contemporary Cuisine
For reservations, call 340-776-0001

Carlos Furniture - 340-693-0016
Located at Tutu Park Mall on STT
Free delivery and setup to St. John

Green Building

Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar
Series info and ReSource Depot
inventory

Insurance

PGU Insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com
Theodore Tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry

R&I Patton goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Skinny Legs
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services

C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047
Located in Coral Bay

Wedding Services

Weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel
Coordination, Accommodations

THE FIRST
REVERSED
ACROSS
1 Signal-enhancing audio
equipment
9 Ukrainian port
15 Judge, during a case
20 Not digital, as a clock
21 Largest “little piggy”
22 As a result
23 Gave some merchandise
an awful review?
25 Cultural values
26 Film’s name, e.g.
27 Actress Wray
28 Winning tic-tac-toe line
29 Sans — (carefree)
30 Ancient Aegean region
31 Jazz band’s job
32 Lowers a lady again
while tangoing?
35 Yule libations
36 Election winners
37 Took a load off
38 Alarm clocks, when
going off
39 Fashions articles out of
yarn incessantly?
45 Osaka cash
46 Partner of parks, briefly
47 City grid: Abbr.
48 Sac fly stat
49 “Of course, amigo!”
53 Spicy Korean cabbage
55 Data about unstimulating
java?
58 Antares, e.g.
61 Edible hero
64 Roo’s donkey pal
65 Never took off one’s teal
jumper?

71
72
73
74

Bushes’ successors
D major’s relative key
Sloop feature
Casual pants dug out of
the earth?
78 Fly in Zambia
81 Granola bits
82 Most populous Idaho
county
83 Shar- —
85 Jr.’s junior
86 Boise-to-Las Vegas dir.
89 Magazine devoted to
razor sharpeners?
94 Weather map line
98 ’80s sitcom
99 Name of 13 popes
100 Broad valley
101 Thorough way to steal
someone’s milk shake?
105 Hostile dog
106 Clingy wrap
107 Like wet weather
108 Bruins’ Bobby
109 Lass
110 Months before Octs.
111 Make amends (for)
112 What makes thin
sheets stick together?
117 Calculus pioneer
Leonhard
118 Reciprocal
119 German
120 Lechers’ looks
121 Get garbed
122 Devours greedily
DOWN
1 Golf number
2 Evenly matched
3 Inviting to enter with a
hand motion
4 Snobby sort

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
24
30
31
32
33
34
36
37
40
41
42
43
44
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

Missouri city
Film critic James
Strong java
Home aquarium
inhabitant
Comply with
Make a hole
Self-love
Endured
“Ditto”
Fable figure
Saint-Saëns cello piece
Won back
Bury
Nissan Leaf, for one
Ingredients in plastics
Witch
Like pen smudges
Small Italian dumplings
Fans’ shouts
Ordinal ending
Fin. neighbor
Bit of news
P.D. rank
Mumbai Mr.
Hoops Hall of Famer —
Thomas
Poet’s “before”
“Castle” airer
By way of
Bully’s retort
Twenty: Prefix
Houston baseball team,
briefly
“— a Letter to My Love”
(1981 drama)
Krispy — (doughnut
shops)
Boiling
Slicer site
Store suffix with “two”
Extra charge
Replay mode

59
60
62
63
66
67
68
69
70
75
76
77
79
80
83
84
86
87

Bone of the lower leg
— -garde
Chinwags
“Smarter planet” co.
Pa
Financial paper, briefly
“— then ...”
Canon line
Novelist Theodore
Stud locale
Hue and cry
Midday break
Bandleader Puente
Francis Drake’s title
Aspirin unit
Santa’s aide
Launching
Haile — (Rastafarian
savior)
88 Site of delight
89 Workers cutting timber
90 La-la lead-in
91 “My Gal —”
92 Wail loudly
93 Kind of plug
94 Haifa locale
95 Figurine, e.g.
96 Yankee rival
97 Pennant
102 Nick of films
103 Like comics
104 Knight wear
105 GoPro, e.g.
106 Manage
109 Singer Marvin
110 Comfy-cozy
113 — Jima
114 Apprehend
115 First Bible bk.
116 TV hosts
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Employment

Seeking Administrative
Assistance, Front Desk
Agent, Housekeepers,
and Security Officer
Positions available
immediately, hourly
with good benefits,
email resume to akhil@
gallowspointresort.com
or fax 340-776-6520.

Real Estate

Commercial/Retail

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
ON EVERY LEVEL
GREAT PLACE
TO SHOP, DINE
AND WORK
Come join us
we have spaces
available —
Retail, Office
or Storage

340-776-6455
For Sale By Owner
4 BR USVI - St. John Short
Term Rental
Mimosa Poolside Villa
Overlooking Coral Bay.
$750,000 or Best Offer
Call 508-939-1414

Commercial
or Retail Space
available for rent, located
on Centerline Road,
Bordeaux Mountain,
starting @ $2,125/mo.
Call 1.480.626.7571
or 340.626.4946.
for further information.

Storage

Commercial Space Available

Pastory
Self Storage
Available Immediately
5x5x8 up to 10x20x8
Starting at $85/mo.
One mile from Cruz Bay.
340-776-1330

STORAGE:
SECURED LOCKERS,
AUTOS from $35
month. 643-3283
Land for Sale
3 Acre Lot
Abraham Fancy
Adjacent to National Park
Gentle grade, easy build.
Convenient beach access.
$819,000.
Peter Briggs John Foster
R. E. 340-513-1850
For Rent

LAST ISSUE of the YEAR
is next week
December 22-January 4.
All Christmas and
New Year’s Eve advertising
must be in by
Thursday, December 18th

Coral Bay
House for Rent
2.5 Bedroom 1
Bath, Unfurnished,
Located near Love City
Grocery on Kingshill
Road. $1,425/mo,
Call 1.480.626.7571
or 340.626.4946.

Buying? Selling?
Renting? seeking?

St. John Tradewinds

SubScriptions
TRADEWINDS PUBLISHING LLC
Send check payable to
Tradewinds Publishing LLC
P.O. Box 1500
St. John, VI 00831

1 year subscription $90.00 USD
Name ____________________________________________________________

call 340-776-6496
Email: advertising@tradewinds.vi

Address __________________________________________________________

Get REsults!

Telephone _______________________________________________________

AMEX, DISCOVER, VISA & MASTERCARD Accepted

__________________________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________
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Real Estate

The Mighty Groover Needs Help Getting to STX

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Chester “The Mighty Grover” Brady of Estate Pastory, St. John,
the one-man band and one-man floupe, had his signature rolling cart
secured in traveling mode for a trip on Saturday morning, December
12, to the Reichhold Center on St. Thomas where Brady was
scheduled to sing in an evening concert with the Rising Stars Youth
Orchestra. The retired USPS counterman, who has delighted carnival
and festival goers for decades, announced he wouldn’t be able to
attend the Crucian Christmas Festival because there is no marine
connection to St. Croix and he can’t transport his “cart” by plane.

Caribbean

Providing professional rental management
and marketing services for St. John’s finest
vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations
or brochures

1-800-338-0987
Villas & Resor t s
MANAGEMENT CO.

For St. John
business call

340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m
Lumberyard Complex
P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831
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Animal Care Center Hosts
Annual Holiday Open House
Scores of supporters came out for the Animal
Care Center’s annual Open House on Thursday,
December 11, at the Cruz Bay shelter.
St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Yelena Rogers

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

Complete Real estate seRviCes • st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm • seRviNg st. JoHN

FoR

54 YeaRs!

Located at the Marketplace • (340) 776-6776 • (340) 774-8088 • INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com
Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824 • www.HolidayHomesVi.com

MLS 13-481

$2,990,000

“THE RETREAT”

A uniquely
modern home
in a gracious
setting. 4x4.5
A spa like décor
and feel enhance the views
of St Thomas
and beyond.

FISCHER HOUSE

MLS 14-20

$599,000
CAROLINA
EMMAUS
FISH BAY
CHOCOLATE HOLE

VID
EO

VID
EO

“CASA MARE”

MLS 14-484

$1,950,000

Acclaimed
waterfront home
in Dreeket’s Bay.
2x2 w/ gated
privacy. Ultimate
indoor/outdoor
living, large
great room,
stunning views.

BEST DEAL IN CORAL BAY!

Newly built
home with great
gardens and
unique tile details. Separate
apartment on
lower level, and
upper deck for
dining 2X2

MLS 14-457

$350,000

Three incomeproducing apartments in Coral
Bay, 2 units 1x1
& 1 studio. Live
here, rent the
others. Easy
access to transit
& beaches.

MLS 11-385

$6,500,000

WA VI
TE DEO
RF
RO
NT

PR
VID
IC
E
E
RE O
DU
CE
D!

Spectacular villa
in prime Peter
Bay area, 5x 5.5
w/ island stone,
fine mahogany
finishes, verandas, pool &
waterfall. North
Shore views

MLS 13-512

$4,900,000

“STONECOURT”

“VILLA DIVERTIMENTO”

is a 3x3 haven
high above the
south shore. 1
acre of privacy
with sweeping
views from
Rams Head to
St Thomas.

14-79

MLS 14-56

$1,325,000

$1,300,000

“CARIBBEAN COTTAGE”
Clean, neat,
cozy home on a
private, shady,
large lot, close
to Coral Bay,
with stone terraced gardens.
Deeded rights
to beach. 1X1

MLS 14-253

$249,000

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!
CALABASH BOOM
hillside
from $ 70,000
HANSEN BAY
hillside & WATERFRONT
hillside $ 75,000
VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES
from
from $ 79,995
GLUCKSBERG
from
from $ 118,500

$
$
$
$

MLS 14-399

MLS 14-51

$3,650,000

Charming,
furnished 1x1
condo offers
a harbor view
& in-town
living. Pool,
exercise facility & parking.

A classic Caribbean 4x4.5 villa
in the center of
Estate Catherineberg with
extraordinary
North Shore
views. Pool &
hot tub.

“KALORAMA”

MLS 13-454

$2,975,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION FISH BAY

Over sparkling
Chocolate Hole,
lovely 2x2.5 villa
w/ 30ft pool &
deck. Island
stone, masonry
construction
& mahogany
finishes.

BEACHFRONT “GRANDE BAY
RESORT”

$759,000

“CINNAMON STONES”

6x6.5 villa on
Great Cruz Bay.
Luxurious amenities including
an exercise &
game room,
pool/hot tub &
private sandy
beach.

VID
EO

“VI FRIENDSHIP VILLA”

“MERMAID FALLS”

AN
HO DF
A ATH
FE E
ES RE
D

MLS 12-424

$7,485,000

Lavish Upper
Peter Bay villa
bordering the
pristine VI
National Park.
5x5 Sensational
northern views
and beach access.

GR

MLS 14-100

$8,000,000

“ROTUNDA”

Reef Bay
beachfront is the
setting for this
uniquely modern
home. 5x4.5
with top quality
construction,
privacy and
security.

VID
EO

BE VI
AC DE
HF O
RO
NT

“HALF MOON HOUSE”

MLS 13-523

“OWN A MONTH IN A LUXURY HOME”

From $50,000

MOTIVATED SELLERS!!
FREEMAN’S GROUND
from
135,000
CONCORDIA
from
144,000
LOVANGO
CAY
South
shore
from
150,000
SAUNDERS GUT
hillside & WATERFRONT from
195,000

$
$
$
$

“SAGO COTTAGE”

Masonry, 2 units
(2x2 up and
downstairs),
view to Ditleff
Pt, screened
porches, fine
finishes, & easterly breezes.

$1,235,000
3 BR/3.5 BA or
4 BR/4.5 BA
villa in upscale
Virgin Grand
Estates. 3,000
sq ft villas w/
STT & sunset
views, pool,
AC & more.

MLS 14-254

A 1x1 adorable
Caribbean
style masonry
cottage with
wonderful down
island views,
breezes and
a great rental
history.

$825,000
COMMERCIAL
“KALEIDOSCOPE VIDEO” PROFITABLE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Why wait for the mail or unreliable internet downloads? Rent movies to watch
tonight! Thousands of childrens & family movies. Popular business for villa
rental guests and locals. This turn-key
business is perfect for a working owner.
MLS 14-414 $30,000

SOME SELLER FINANCING!!
199,000 UPPER MONTE BAY/RENDEZVOUS
205,000 PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE
250,000 WESTIN TIMESHARES
299,000 ONE MONTH FRACTIONALS

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

Classic modern
home, 5x4.5 superbly designed
& finished, 40
Ft. pool, large
verandas,
indoor-outdoor
living in Virgin
Grand Estates.

from $ 699,000
from $ 1,650,000
from $ 3,999/wk
from $
50,000
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from
Dolphin Market, St. John Market & Dolphin Market Coral Bay

30% OFF

*

at all three locations on December 24th, 2014 for the entire day.

Wishing one and all a wonderful holiday season.
*Discount does not apply to the Dolphin Market
Wholesale, sale items, alcohol, tobacco, HBA
products, pet supplies, household supplies. Shoppers
should check with cashiers to make sure what does
and does not apply before shopping.

Thank You
for shopping at our establishments!
– The staff of Dolphin Markets and St. John Market

