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CBCC Annual Meeting/Potluck Nov. 3
Everyone is invited to the Coral Bay Community Council Potluck and Annual Meeting Monday, November 3, from 4:30 to 7
p.m. at Miss Lucy’s.
Please bring a dish to share. Drinks will be for sale. Dinner will
be served at 5:30 p.m. with a short business meeting at 6:30 p.m.
For more information, call the CBCC office at 776-2099.

Community Picnic for TRR Is Nov. 8

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Albert Willis didn’t want any headaches, so he paid the 2013 tprtoperty tax bill for his
Boulon Center property in Cruz Bay, above. He late determined the tax records listed the
property as 19.4 acres rather than its actual .41 acres. Now Willis is waiting for his refund.

Willis Waits for Big Property Tax Refund
After Paying Oversized Boulon Bill Early
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — St. John businessman Albert Willis knew there
was something drastically wrong
with his tax bill, but he paid the
$35,000 tax on the $4.5 million
assessment of his Boulon Center
commercial building in Cruz Bay
anyway.
“I didn’t want to take any
chances,” Willis told the eight senators at the Oct. 28 hearing in Cruz
Bay on the drastic increase in St.
John property taxes.

The owners of St. John Car
Rental, one of the island’s first car
rental agencies, and more-than-40
year residents of St. John, Albert
and Lonnie Willis have assembled
several valuable real estate investments in and around Love City
including their car rental agency
building and The Fish Trap restaurant complex near Wharfside Village and the Boulon Center which
towers over the traffic roundabout.
It was the property tax bill
for the three-story Boulon Cen-

ter, the “pink elephant” on .41
acres at the intersection of the island’s half-dozen numbered roads,
which caught the eye of the Albert,
known for the cowboy hat covering his mane of white curls.
“I checked with the tax assessor and found out I was taxed for
19.4 acres,”
Knowing Albert — and Lonny’s — business acumen, they paid
the property tax bill early to get the
5 percent early payment discount.
The refund could be the hard
part.
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Come out to the Coral Bay Agriculture Station on Saturday, November 8, at 1 p.m. to join a community picnic for Team River
Runner’s wounded veterans.
Team River Runner is hosting a group of wounded veterans who
are recovering from physical and emotional service-related injuries. The group will spend a week of health and healing on St. John
and kayaking local waters.
The community picnic is hosted by St. John American Legion
Viggo E. Sewer Post #131, American Legion Auxiliary and the local AARP chapter. The event is open to the public and residents
are asked to bring a food dish to share if possible. Small monetary
donations to the event will also be appreciated. Volunteers are also
needed to assist with setting up before and cleaning up after the
picnic.
For more information, call Doug Benton at (340) 201-1837.

Bird Watch With UUF on November 9
Join Gail Karlsson and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of St. John for a meditative walk at Francis Bay on Sunday, November 9, at Francis Bay. This week’s topic is “Finding Peace
Watching Birds.”
Bird watching provides an opportunity to take time being quiet
in nature, fully alert and open to experiencing whatever comes
into view. White cheeked pintail ducks and black-necked stilts are
among the resident St. John birds one can see at the Francis Bay
pond this time of year. Also keep your eyes open for snowy egrets
and great blue herons, or pelicans flying over on their way to fish.
The walk will focus on being present in the moment and to save
discussion about the birds and their behavior for later on.
Meet at Francis Bay Beach parking at 9 a.m. for the approximately 60-minute bird watch. Terrain for the walk is flat boardwalk and trail. Wear a hat and walking shoes, bring binoculars,
sunscreen, bug repellent and water. You may want to bring your
beach gear and a picnic or snack if you want to go for a swim and
share your birding observations after the walk.
Gail Karlsson is an environmental lawyer and United Nations
consultant, and a member of the St. John Audubon Society. She has
been a part-time resident of St. John for over 20 years and is the
author of The Wild Life in an Island House.

First SJHS Meeting of Season Nov. 11
The St. John Historical invites its members and friends to their
first meeting of the season on Tuesday, Nov. 11, at 7 p.m. at the
Bethany Moravian Church Hall. The evening’s presentation will
feature the very entertaining 1959 film, “Virgin Island,” which is a
loose adaptation of Rob White’s 1953 book,“Our Virgin Islands.”
“Virgin Island” was filmed entirely on location on Tortola, Marina Cay, and the Baths on Virgin Gorda. You’ll undoubtedly enjoy
the authentic scenes of the sailboats of that era and of quaint Road
Town. An early performance by Sidney Poitier and the appearance
of Ruby Dee, who died earlier this year, round out the viewing
experience.
Join the SJHS for a truly fun and entertaining picture.
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2014 Night of the Silent Drums

St. Johnians Defend Their Home Island Against Property Tax Tsunami
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — The core of the St. John
community packed the St. John Legislature
Annex on October 29 at 5:30 p.m. to hear
and be heard by seven U.S. Virgin Islands
Senators — a quorum of members of two
committees of the V.I. Senate and outgoing
St. John Senator at Large Craig Barshinger,
a member of neither — on the culture-threatening burden of the territory’s property tax
structure.
If reelected the senators all vote the way
they talked in Cruz Bay on the relatively
historic night — and Sen. Barshinger’s replacement defends his home island. (See
related story.) — the seven could almost
immediately find one more senator for a
majority in a full-senate vote to ease the
property tax burden resulting from the 2014
reassessment which is threatening to drive
the native population from the Virgin Island
land some families have owned since before
the end of slavery.
In a hearing before the Joint Meeting
of the legislature’s Committee on Finance
and Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation, Youth and Recreation, the senators
heard the heart of the matter in testimony
from a panel of native St. Johnian elders,
culture bearers, historians and political leaders on the threat to the fabric of the fiercely
independent smallest U.S. Virgin Island —

“I bought both of our house lots for $12,000 in 1980 and
built all three of my buildings for less than $150,000 each.
Now I am taxed on $2,000,000 value and this is not fair to
someone who is retired and is on a fixed income.”
– John Costanza, who also was a licensed contractor

its native land ownershp — from the newlyimplemented V.I. property taxation system.
Stewards of Historic East End
Struggle Under Tax Burden
East End native Violet Sewer Mahabir
epitomized the plight of generational native
landowners striving to retain their heritage
land as speculators and the wealthy have
capitalized on its pristine splendor and isolation in driving real estate market values to
inflated levels.
They are the modern-day caretakers of
family estates — many bought by freed
slaves or their descendants after Denmark
declared an end to slavery and the plantation economy disintegrated. Their stewardship reflecting the ingrained premise that the
family land should be protected at all costs
for future generations, a stewardship which
was being shattered by unbearable property
tax burdens.
“Miss Vie” testified she was being taxed
for “a small to moderate house made of

wood (17 feet x 32 feet), my cistern is plastic drums that cost a couple hundred dollars,
and my house is presently (2013) tax valued
at almost a half million dollars. ($428,500)”,
according to her written testimony.
“Miss Vie” didn’t have to tell the senators
the simple house was across the street from
the beautiful sands of Round Bay beach on
property which has been in her family since
the earliest days of one of the islands’ oldest free slave communities renowned for its
craftsmen, boat builders, captains and fishermen.
(“Even during slavery a sizeable percentage of the East End residents were free,”
Historian Dr. Malik Sekou told the senators
in written testimony. See below.)
“When these U.S. Virgin Islands were
transferred to the U.S. from Denmark in
1917, it was stipulated in the Transfer that
it’s Citizens lives could only improve and
not be any less than what they previously
enjoyed,” Miss Vie told the senators in her

Dr. Gilbert Sprauve Reminds Audience
Treaty Was Intended To Protect
USVI Resident Danes
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — Retired U.S. Virgin Islands Senator and educator Dr. Gilbert Sprauve was more than
measured in his remarks October 29 before the joint
meeting of two V.I. Senate committees to examine
the impact of the V.I. government’s 2013 property tax
bills.
The more than 20 residents who had signed up to
testify had been divided into groups, with St. Johnian
elders, including former island legislators and educators, testifying first. Dr. Sprauve was the final elder
to speak.
“There is an irony in what is happening here tonight,” acknowledged Dr. Sprauve.
“A system was put in place to make a lot of things

happen, to protect these property rights,” the distinguished educator said of the transfer of “ownership”
of the former Danish Virgin Islands to the United
States in 1917.
“But this was not about us,” the St. Johnian said
of the treaty language when the islands — and the
people — were sold to the United States. “This was
about the Danes who were staying here.”
“I haven’t seen that (the treaty) was intended for
the people who are here tonight,” Dr. Sprauve. “Virgin Islanders don’t need what happened in Hawaii to
happen here,” he added in reference to the native Hawaiians loss of ancestral land.
“We have to be very, very careful how we decide
to fight the cultural and heritage question in the Virgin
Islands,” Dr. Sprauve admonished the assemblage.

written remarks, echoing what would be the
historical mantra of the evening.
Today, citizens and residents alike are
being taxed out of our properties,” Miss Vie
said in closing. “And apart from being taxed
out of our properties, the legal battles continue to cost us the land and our monies.”
“Thanks for permitting me the opportunity to make known at least some of the
challenges that I have personally encountered and thanks for listening,” Miss Vie
said in civil East End closing.
20th Century Settlers Face Economic
Exclusion by Taxation
Retired V.I. Firefighter John Costanza
of Coral Bay was the beleaguered standardbearer of the generational ex-pats who face
being taxed out of the community they have
helped build by the astronomical government tax assessments of their modest homes
and simple vacation rental units they have
built as the savings bank and retirement investment of their life’s work.
“I bought both of our house lots for
$12,000 in 1980 and built all three of my
buildings for less than $150,000 each,” testified Costanza, who also was a licensed
contractor. “Now I am taxed on $2,000,000
value and this is not fair to someone who is
retired and is on a fixed income.”
“You should adjust or increase (the) tax
exemptions for full-time residence and loContinued on Page 18
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Can deJongh Administration Approve Coral Bay Mooring Changes in 2014?
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — Can the developers of
the proposed mega-yacht marina in Coral
Bay take over management of the Coral
Harbor mooring field, as approved by the
St. John Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
committee October 1 as part of their approval of the marina development plan, before
federal officials have a chance to approve or
disapprove the overall plan for the marina
development?
V.I. Department of Planning and Natural Resources (DPNR) officials would not
responding to repeated inquiries from St.
John Tradewinds concerning the Coral Harbor marina project. CZM counsel Winston
Brathwaite could not be reached for comment or clarification.
“SEG has not released statements regarding timelines to begin work,” marina
developer Summer’s End Group principal
Chaliese Summers obfuscated in her e-mail
response to St. John Tradewinds on October
30.
Opponents of the project also are not answering questions from St. John Tradewinds
as they continue to raise funds to fight the
CZM-approved plan and are focused on
blocking the federal Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) penultimate approval of the
controversial marina plan.
Can DPNR enter into an agreement with

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Could the Coral Harbor vista, above, change with the implementation
of a public-private mooring management plan before the mega-yacht
marina is considered by federal officials?
the developers of the proposed mega-yacht
marina to take over management of the Coral Harbor mooring field based solely on the
CZM committee’s October 1 approval of the
development plan — before federal officials
have a chance to rule on the overall development plan?
DPNR acting-Commissioner and CZM
Director J.P. Oriol and DPNR spokesperson Jamaal Nielsen have not responded to
multiple inquiries from St. John Tradewinds

U. S . V I RG I N I S L A N D S

since the newspaper questioned the validity
of the October 1 CZM approval of the marina permit application for SEG.
The application included a 90-day “Letter of Intent” (LOI) between DPNR and the
developers to draft a “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) for a contract granting
the developers the right to relocate all Coral
Harbor moorings currently in the section
of the harbor SEG proposes to cover with
docks.

The March 2014 LOI expired in June,
more than two months before the marina
permit application was considered by the St.
John CZM in August and more than more
than three months before CZM’s October
1 vote to approve the development project
which
“The MOA is currently being reviewed
by DPNR and legal counsel,” SEG principals had told Tradewinds in September before the CZM vote to approve their project.
Have DPNR Officials Awarded Mooring
Contract?
Has there been any action by DPNR on
the MOU for the management of moorings
in Coral Bay, St. John Tradewinds e-mailed
the developers in late October?
“Please speak to DPNR,” SEG partner
Summers e-mailed St. John Tradewinds
Oct. 30 in response to an e-question about
the mooring plan.
Can DPNR Release Federal
Funds to Developer?
Can DPNR release federal funds from
a $1.3 million Department of Fish and
Wildlife grant “to provide transient vessels
healthy and available access” to the territory
—which grant the agency received in 2013
“in partnership with” the marina — before
federal officials rule on the controversial
marina permit?
“In partnership with DPNR, the St. John
Continued on Page 16

501 (3) c
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

Blue is a female
Weimaraner mix who is
around a year old. She
does okay with male
dogs, but does not like
other females. Blue is
very playful, and good
on the leash. She does
need some basic house
training but has a lot
of potential.
Blue would be best in a
home with no children.
Consider giving this
beautiful girl a loving
home to spend the
rest of her days.
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Delegate Agrees on Proposed Marina, “It’s too big.”
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — V.I. Delegate
to Congress Dr. Donna Christensen
came to Coral Bay to campaign in
her race for Governor on Monday
night, October 27, expecting questions about the controversial Coral
Bay “mega-yacht” marina plan and
was met with a lively audience of
more than 50 residents — mostly
opponents of the project.
“I think it’s too big,” Del. Christensen said succinctly of the project in response to the first question
from the audience at Aqua Bistro
— from community activist David
Silverman.

But Silverman, who launched
an internet fundraising site in October and raised more than $50,000
for an expected legal battle against
the marina development, which
proposes to cover more then half
of Coral Bay Harbor with dockage for 145 vessels including 49
“slips” for mega-yachts, pushed
for a more definitive answer.
Would Del. Christensen, as
Governor Christensen, block the
marina development as presently
approved, Silverman pointedly
pressed as at least one audience
member shouted from the bar “answer the question.”
“Yes,” Del. Christensen replied

without hesitation to loud approval
from most of the audience.
Ironically, out-going Gov.
John P. de Jongh, who prematurely
touted an as-of-then unidentified
marina project in his January 2013
final State of the Territory address,
may make things complicated for
a Governor Christensen.
de Jongh may have the opportunity to approve a V.I. Department
of Planning and Natural Resources
(DPNR) agreement with the marina developers to take over the
Coral Harbor mooring field before
the marina plan gets the required
federal approvals. (See related
story on Page 4.)

Seafan coral bracelet
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Mongoose Junction
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Senator at Large Candidates Were Missed

Where Were Almando and Ronald Amidst
Concerns About St. John Property Taxes?
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — There was
more legislative experience representing St. John in the first wave
of testifiers at the October 29 hearing on the impact of the 2013 V.I.
property tax bills on the St. Johnian
community than there was in the
seven V.I. Senators from two leg-

islative committees sitting on the
dais to hear testimony.
The elder statesmen of St. John
were heard with the incumbent respect as they warned of the threat
to the island’s more than 200-yearold native community from the unfair assessment of St. John property in the property tax bills based
on a suspect revaluation and reas-

Delinquent St. John Property Taxes
Top 25 Percent of Territory Total
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
Stevie Harvey, Geographic
Information Systems Analyst, Eastern Caribbean Center, University of the Virgin
Islands, had the longest title
of the testifiers on the newlyimposed U.S. Virgin Islands
property tax valuations before
a dual hearing of two V.I. Senate Committees on St. John on
October 29.
When he finally had his
turn to face the Senators, Harvey had statistical information
on the issue at hand for the
Senators indicative of his elongated title:
“Based on the property list
published by the Division of

Real Property – Tax Collector’s Office in December 2011
and May 2012… for St. John:
• There was a 24% decline
in the number of properties delinquent in property tax listed;
• The total property tax due
represented a little over 25% of
the total for the Territory;
• The median property tax
was 2 times or more than the
median delinquent property tax
due for St. Croix or St. Thomas;
• There was a 4% decline in
the median taxes due between
December 2011 and May
2012.”
More funding will be required to analyse additional
data, Harvey explained.

sessment of St. John real estate
for the 2013 tax year. (See related
stories.)
There would have been more
legislative experience in the audience or on the dais, however, if
former St. John Senator-at-Large
Almando Liburd, a 2014 Independent candidate for his former position, had been in attendance at the
historic hearing on his home island
less than one week before Election
Day.
There also could have been
a future Senator at Large in attendance if perennial Democratic
candidate Ronny Jones had attended the hearing as well.
If the two had arrived late they
may have shared a slight breeze as
they listened to testimony from the
small, standing-room-only crowd
on the veranda outside the overfilled chambers.
The island’s seemingly everpresent St. John Senator-at-Large,
outgoing Sen. Craig W. Barshinger,
showed up for what may have been
his St. John Swan Song and was
able to participate as a host and
guest member of two committees
in one hearing.
Either of his replacements
would have been more than welcomed to testify on the issue
threatening the fabric of the St.
Johnian community.

chat@pattongold.com
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V.I. National
Park Ranger
Laurel Brannick
used a piece
of garden hose
to rescue a
hawk from a
water-filled vat
at the Annaberg
Planation ruins
on Friday,
October 24.
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VINP, Audubon Volunteers Rescue
Trapped Red-Tailed Hawk
By Judy G. Buchholz
Special to St. John Tradewinds
ANNABERG — “There’s a hawk trapped in the
ruins at Annaberg,” a tourist told V.I. National Park
Ranger Laurel Brannick on Friday, October 24.
Brannick and NPS volunteer Judy Buchholz had
just finished leading the 7:30 a.m. Friday morning
Francis Bay Bird Walk.
Brannick and Buchholz rushed up to Annaberg
and looked around, but saw no trapped hawk. Buchholz used her iBird Pro app bird sound feature to play
the red-tailed hawk bird call. There was no call back,
but Buchholz heard some rustling. With that, Brannick looked around some more.
In the boiling house ruins was the red-tailed hawk
drowning in the rain water-filled clarifier (a large
iron bowl-like receptacle in masonry). The red-tailed
hawk was soaking wet, weak, shivering and scared
and could not get out of the pot.
Brannick saw a hose lying on the ground and
gently lowered the hose in and the red-tailed hawk
grabbed on to it with one claw. Brannick was able to
pull the hawk out of the water. Hawks have strong
beaks and claws that can tear a mouse or rat apart.
Brannick wanted to be careful not to be mistaken for
a mouse or rat.
Brannick and Buchholz found dish rags, a tablecloth and a large garbage can in Miss Olivia’s cook
shack. Brannick wrapped the hawk’s wings in the
dish towels so that bird would not flap around and
injure itself. This way, the bird also be less likely to
be distressed and claw or bite.
Brannick and Buchholz put the hawk in a garbage
can. A tablecloth was put over the opening of the garbage can to lessen the stress on the hawk and transported it carefully to the Francis Bay trail head where
30 or so Gifft Hill students were waiting for Brannick
to lead them on a Coast Weeks Cleanup.

The Gifft Hill students got an extra environmental lesson on the importance of being on the lookout
for injured birds and alerting the proper authorities.
The students were allowed a very quiet peek, one at a
time, at the distressed hawk.
Bird Rehabilitator Takes Over
The next step was to call Phyllis Benton, the federally permitted migratory wild bird rehabilitator on
St. John. As it happened, Benton was in the middle
of another important task but dropped that as soon as
she heard about the hawk and rushed to Francis Bay
to pick up the bird.
Benton picked up the hawk and took it to her
house. She looked it over carefully for any injuries
and didn’t find any.
“The bird dried off and preened once in a large,
soft-sided cage,” Benton said. “The hawk was well
feathered and a good amount of meat on it. I don’t
think it was very young.”
“The great news is I decided to release him/her
after the feathers looked normal,” said Benton. “The
bird took off flying to the north shore.”
Brannick was delighted with the way events
turned out, she explained.
“I got several containers of frozen chicken liver at
Starfish so I can keep it in reserve,” said Brannick. “I
did offer some to the bird during the dry out/preening
phase. Glad she did so well.”
“She did have some sticky flower buds on the underside of her wing, so maybe she was hunting and
ended up in a bad spot,” Brannick said. “So glad she
could fly. It was a happy ending!”
Anyone who finds an injured bird should call
Benton at (340) 514-8435. If possible, leave the bird
where it is and stay with it until Benton arrives. If the
bird must be transported, try to wrap it in something
and keep it secure. Do not leave the bird in a hot car
or in a sunny area.
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Save Coral Bay Sets New Legal Defense Fund Goal at $100,000
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — After meeting their initial $50,000 fundraising goal in just over a week, Save
Coral Bay organizers have set their
sights even higher.
The group is now trying to
raise $100,000 to fight the Summer’s End Group’s plan to construct a 145-slip marina in Coral
Bay, which was granted permits
by the St. John Coastal Zone Management Committee in October.
“We increased the fundraising
goal because the level of public
support exceeded our expectations,” said David Silverman, a
Coral Bay resident who has taken
an active role in the Save Coral
Bay campaign. “We believe that
we will need a larger amount of
money in order to complete our
defense campaign.”
Every penny raised by the
Save Coral Bay campaign, mainly
via a GoFundMe site at www.gofundme.com/coralbay, will be used

to protect the harbor, explained
Silverman.
“One hundred percent of what
we raise is for the defense of Coral
Bay harbor which includes the legal expenses, any additional environmental research we will need to
undertake to provide input to the
Army Corps of Engineers and further planning for sustainable uses
of Coral Bay harbor,” Silverman
said.
The goal of $100,000 was set
because organizers are unsure how
long this legal fight could last, Silverman added.
“As anyone who has been involved in a lawsuit knows, it is a
dangerous business to predict how
long and how much money it will
take,” he said. “But with $100,000
we believe this will get us well
down the road.”
As of Tuesday, October 28, a
total of 424 people had donated
$57,927, just 18 days after launching the www.gofundme.com/coralbay website. Those donations are

“As anyone who has been involved in a
lawsuit knows, it is a dangerous business to
predict how long and how much money it will
take. But with $100,000 we believe this will get
us well down the road.”

– David Silverman,
Save Coral Bay campaign

coming in from across the country,
Silverman added.
“I can tell you that we’ve had
more than 400 individual donations and I can tell you that our
contributions have ranged from $5
to many thousands of dollars,” said
Silverman. “The funds are coming
from a wide diversity of people. I
would say the vast majority are not
residents of the Virgin Islands.”
“Many of the donations are
coming from visitors, vacationers
and people who love the bay and
love the Virgin Islands,” said the
community activist.
In addition to the GoFundMe

website, Silverman and fellow
Save Coral Bay campaign organizers have created a www.savecoralbay.com website as an avenue to
provide primary source documents
to the public.
New Website Up
“The www.savecoralbay.com
website is designed so that people
who want more in depth information about what is going on have
a place to go for primary documents,” Silverman said. “It has letters to the editor on it, feature news
stories, the developer’s application, the engineering documents,
SEG’s marketing documents, their

EAR and more. It’s all there.”
While Silverman is the lead
organizer of the GoFundMe website, he collaborated with a group
of like minded citizens in creating
the savecoralbay.com website, he
explained.
“I am the central person on the
GoFundMe campaign and it was
a collaborative effort to build the
www.savecoralbay.com website,”
said the community activist. “We
have documents from hundreds of
different people and we had technical assistance from a number of
places. We are all collaborating in
the most remarkable way from all
over the place, literally.”
In addition to the www.gofundme.com/coralbay site, funds
are being realized and awareness
is being raised through a popular bumper sticker campaign —
available at http://nashvilleusvi.
blogspot.com/p/savecoralbay.html
— and through a Save Coral Bay
Facebook page.
Continued on Page 17
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Business After Hours November 6
St. John Tradewinds
First Bank will host the next St. Thomas - St. John Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours on Thursday, November 6, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at their location in the Crown Bay
Center Austin “Babe” Monsanto Marine Terminal.
There will be complimentary hors d’oeuvres, door prizes,
50/50 Raffle and The Famous Chamber Cash Bar. We encourage members, guests and potential members to attend!

Pets and Vets Yard Sale Nov. 15
St. John Tradewinds
The fourth annual Pets and Vets Yard Sale will be Saturday, November 15, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., across from Pickles
in Coral Bay.
This is the biggest sale ever. Some items to be sold are:
sheet sets all sizes, bath and beach towels, frames, art large
and small, Hunter Fans, chairs, desk, office supplies, ottoman,
tables, lamps, rugs (area and scatter), glass art, home decor,
beach toys, Graco bassinet, baby stroller, clothes, kitchen gear,
glassware and dishes, small appliances, everything Christmas
(lights, ornaments, gift bags, decorations, gifts), paint, air mattresses, tents, flower pots, bbq and etc.
This sale usually starts strong so be “on time” for the best
selection. For more info or to donate items, call Angela Ebner
at 340-227-8349 or email amebner3@vipowernet.net.

U. S . V I RG I N I S L A N D S

ACC In Desperate Need of Vehicle
St. John Tradewinds
The Animal Care Center of St. John (ACC) is appealing to residents and non-residents alike for assistance with a donation of a vehicle to transport animals.
Currently, dedicated staff members use their own
vehicles to pick up stray animals as well as the transportation of animals to and from the veterinary clinic.
Without the proper vehicle, numerous runs back and
forth from Cruz Bay to Canine Cats and Critters (our
local veterinarian) are often the required.
“It would be so nice to have the appropriate vehicle
to help all of the animals in need,” said full time ACC
administrator Ryan. “I have my small Suzuki Sidekick
but when we are trying to transports multiple dogs or
the many feral cats to be spayed and neutered, it’s impossible.”
The ACC staff envisions either an SUV or a four
door truck.
“Either one would be great,” Ryan says. “I just need
the vehicle to be reliable, and not an island clunker.”
The Animal Care Center of St. John, Inc., is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization dedicated to the well-being
and care of homeless, abandoned and abused animals
on the island of St. John. The ACC is a “No Kill Shelter.”
See more at: http://www.stjohnanimalcarecenter.
com

Membership Drive

“Remember, this donation would be tax deductible,” Ryan added.
The ACC is located in Cruz Bay, near the library.
The ACC addresses the problems of cruelty, neglect
and abuse of the island animals. The shelter provides
kennels for homeless dogs and inside cages for a limited number of homeless cats.
The ACC has one full-time manager and one or
two paid part-time assistants plus numerous volunteers
who are willing to take the agency’s resident dogs for
walks.
The ACC has volunteers across St John who established and maintain feral cat feeding stations. At these
locations, feral cats are trapped and taken to the local
vet who tests for disease and, if healthy, spays or neuters and inoculates the cats. The cats are then returned
to the feeding station. The tip of the left ear is clipped
to indicate a neutered animal.
“This Trap-Spay/Neuter-Release program has
proven to be the most effective and humane method of
reducing a feral cat population,” Ryan said.
“We need your help,” Ryan said. “This is not the
time to sit on the sidelines and think that someone else
is going to do it.”
Help make a difference in the lives of animals at
the shelter.: Call 340-774-1625 or e-mail: stjacc@islands.vi to make a donation.

UpcoMing EvEnts
HoLiDAY opEn HoUsE
December 11, 2014 at 5:30 pm
AnnUAL MEEting
January 8, 2015 at 6:00 pm
WintER gALA
January 24, 2015 at 6:00 pm

See more at: http://www.stjohnanimalcarecenter.com/
#sthash.M9HElQ4n.dpuf

Help Us today
One of the best ways to help the ACC is to become
a member. Your membership helps to ensure our future
and the future of our adoptable pets.

Help Make the Holiday’s Brighter
Give the Gift of the ACC.
Help make the animals Christmas
brighter by donating to the ACC.
We will send you the donation card
for your own mailing or we can
have one of our famous residents
put it in the mail for you. Cards
are $15. Place mailing details in
“Instructions to Seller”
when checking out.

TEL. 774-1625

You can give a great christmas gift by donating on line!
Dog and cat donation cards available from $15 - $100.
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Making the Case for Distributed Generation with Storage

Roof-Top Solar Could Be WAPA’s
Best Friend – And Technology Will
“Soon Come” To Make It Happen
By Doug White
Architect and Solar Pioneer
Special to St. John Tradewinds
The eLab at Rocky Mountain
Institute, an environmental think
tank, has call the Caribbean’s shift
to fossil fuels such as propane and
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) a
“Bridge to Nowhere”!
We, on St. Thomas and St.
John can certainly relate to that
analogy!
Now, we are going to have two
“Bridges to Nowhere”! A real one
in Nadir and a virtual one in Propane!
What is the Virgin Islands most
abundant, reliable, inexhaustible
(we hope) and in the future, cheapest source of energy? SOLAR. 53
percent of all new energy resources on the grid in the US in 2014,
have been Solar! There are more
than 500,000 homes and businesses in the US that have installed
Roof Top Solar (RTS) which is
also called Distributed Generation
(DG). Solar’s continued exponential growth rate will continue to
reduce its cost!
There is a grid revolution in
new technology happening that
is fundamentally changing the
role of utilities’ relationship to the
grid that will bring the benefits of
ROOF TOP SOLAR (RTS) with
storage to the grid. This technology can also reduce electric rates!!
Utilities as Distribution
System Operators
The role of the utility as the
sole producer of electricity for the
grid is changing! David Owens,
Executive VP of the Edison Electric Institute, representing Investor
Owned Utilities (IOU’s), agrees
about the need to evolve the grid
and enable customers to generate
and sell their own energy generation. He also agrees that utilities
should be distribution system operators managing distributed generation, and he advocated for policies that ensure solar customers
pay their fair share of grid costs.
Super Storm (Hurricane) Sandy
on the US East Coast has changing

Beautifying America’s Paradise
Providing Service for Over 20 Years

Huge Discount
on volume sales
Happy Holidays!
Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open TuesdaySunday 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Tel: 693-5579

this Week’s Feature

St. John Tradewinds News Photo File

Solar panels adorn the rooftop at Eco Serendib.
the nature of the grid and of solar!
Before Sandy, the conventional
wisdom was that the Eastern Grid
was “too big to fail.” Therefore,
distributed solar on the grid, did
not need to be coupled with distributed storage, because the grid
would never fail.
But the grid did fail in Sandy
and all of those thousands of distributed solar installations, without
storage, could not produce power
because the grid did not exist. So
in a natural disaster that takes out
the grid, distributed solar without
storage is useless. For lineman
safety, a solar system cannot send
power to the grid when the grid is
down! However RTS with storage,
allows the solar system to disconnect from the grid when the grid
goes down and switch to stored
power. This allows roof top solar
to produce electricity for use on
the premises, without grid power.
Paul Nahi, CEO of Enphase
Energy, a leading solar technology company and micro inverter
maker believes that “buying and
installing a roof top solar electric
system should be as easy as buying
and installing a washing machine
or refrigerator.”
Enphase has just announced a
game changing “Plug & Play” AC
Battery (lithium iron phosphate
battery coupled with a bi-direc-

tional micro inverter) and an Energy Management System (EMS)
that will make installing and managing a rooftop solar installation
with storage as easy, (almost) as
installing a household appliance!
For the homeowner or small
business owner RTS has many
advantages! Roof top solar, also
called PV (PhotoVoltaic), has no
moving parts, makes no noise, require no external fuel source, other
than the sun, requires minimal
maintenance and has a documented life expectancy of 20 years of
generating electricity.
More Stable
Electrical System
The solar energy that is generated on the roof is used first within
the premises to reduce the demand
for fossil fuel grid power. It also
makes the premise’s electrical
system more stable and efficient
because you are producing “grid
quality power” where it is being
used, so there is no transmission
loss. And if you install “energy
storage” with your RTS or PV system, then you have automatic built
in back up power when the grid
goes down.
More importantly new smart
grid technology will allow the utility to “borrow and pay for” small
amounts of your storage to stabiContinued on Page 23

Creating unforgettable vacations since 1996
mystic ridge — perched on a high
ridge with views of Coral Bay and the BVIs.
toll free: 1-888-693-7676
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, swimming pool,
tel: 340-693-7676 fax: 340-693-8923
www.islandgetawaysinc.com
jacuzzi, firepit, great room, recently renovated
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com
upgraded, beautiful flora and very private.

Now opeN

Closed Sunday-Monday Until November 4th
Call 340-693-7755 for Dinner Reservations
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Ferry Traffic Increasing as Season Starts

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com
340-693-8500
Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations
KatiLady - since 1997

Power On

Computer Consulting and Repair on St. John
Specializing in:
• Data Recovery
• System Repairs
& Upgrades
• Computer Data
Migration, New
Computer or
New Operating
System
• Virus and Malware Removal
• Software Troubleshooting
• Network Support
• Laser Printer Repair
• Fast Response & Turnaround

Selling?
Buying?
Renting
Seeking?

get
ReSultS!
St. John Tradewinds
Classifieds
e-mail: advertising@

Mark Mccullough
markmccullough@earthlink.net

340.779.4720

Certified

Phone Support @ Reduced Rates
On Site or In Shop
30 Years Experience (US, VI, BVI, PR)

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.
P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

crane

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Passengers from the new VITRAN ferry Cruz Bay I unload from the Loredon L.
Boynes ferry dock in Cruz Bay on Thursday, October 30.

6th Annual Friends of VINP Online
Auction Is Opening in Two Weeks
St. John Tradewinds
The sixth annual Friends of V.I. National Park
Online Auction, a signature event that raises funds to
support programs and projects in the national park,
will be opening in about two weeks for holiday shopping, and Friends is reaching out to local businesses
to find unique, special-interest items that can be auctioned online to benefit the park.
This year’s auction opens for bidding on November 15, at 9 a.m. EST and will run until December
7, at 10 p.m. EST. Auction items can be previewed
at www.biddingforgood.com/friendsvinp. There is
something for everyone.
The Friends’ much-anticipated event offers great
deals on retail goods and services such as jewelry,
dining, clothing, art, hotel and villa stays and excursions. There are already nearly 40 items published
for viewing before the auction opens on November
15, and the number will grow right up until the auction opening time. Savvy auction shoppers watch the
item list ahead of opening and prepare their bidding
list.

Many bidders eagerly await the online auction
as a way to build vacation packages on St. John,
so the businesses that “advertise” through donated
goods and services reach a frequent-visitor market.
Donations are also tax deductible as allowed by law.
The event is widely publicized to Friends members
and local and social media, making it a great way to
showcase local businesses and activities.
Auction items and packages are available just
in time for holiday gift giving. This year’s goal is
to raise $40,000 to support Friends’ mission of the
protection and preservation of the natural and cultural resources of Virgin Islands National Park and to
promoting the responsible enjoyment of this unique
national treasure.
Friends will be accepting donations through
Wednesday, November 12. Donors can contact Karen
Vahling at 779-4940 or kvahling@friendsvinp.org .
The auction site is www.biddingforgood.com/
friendsvinp or visit the Friends website at www.
friendsvinp.org to link directly and see all the good
things the auction will support!
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St. Croix Senator Gittens Offers Assistance

Enighed Shipyard Noise Drives Away Tenants for Apartment Owner with Big Tax
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
Enighed — Ervin Monsanto has taken every opportunity
to complain to politicians and government officials about the noise
from the continued use “day and
night” of the mangrove-covered
shoreline of Enighed Pond directly
below his Contant property as an
illicit “shipyard” for major repairs
to St. John car ferries which cost
the St. John business owner his
tenants — and a lot of sleep.
When the 2013 property tax
bills for his residence, which includes an apartment, and the adjacent multi-unit apartment house
soared along with those of most St.
John property owners, Monsanto
took the opportunity to testify before the joint Senate committee
hearing in Cruz Bay on October 28
to reiterate his complaints, which
VIPA officials have ignored.
“How I can get my taxes paid
when I don’t have anyone living in
there?” Monsanto asked the senators about the tax bill for his apartment building which increased
from less than $2,000 to about
$10,000. His tenants have been
driven away by the illicit shipyard
activity.
What was once a quiet salt
pond changed for Monsanto and
his Contant neighbors on the hill-

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

At least one vessel has been undergoing repairs under Ervin Monsanto’s home since
early in the year, including two in early summer, above.
side above the mangroved southeast shore of the salt pond as it was
opened up to the ocean to create
the Enighed port — even though
federal approvals for the VIPA
project included the prohibition of
major repair work on vessels in the
facility.

Car Ferry Construction
and Repair
VIPA officials had allowed the
total reconstruction of one vehicle
“ferry” over the course of more
than a year at the port bulkhead
below the Cruz Bay neighborhood
on the opposite side of the port

eliciting complaints from residents there. That vessel has since
joined the small fleet operating between Cruz Bay and Red Hook, St.
Thomas.
When a second barge owned by
the same company subsequently
sought to perform major repairs to

its vessel, it moored in the interior
of the port against the federal-protected mangroves and migrating
bird sanctuary below Monsanto’s
properties in early 2014 where it
was soon joined in April by a barge
owned by another operator.
Complaints by Monsanto about
work on those vessels, which included sandblasting and chipping
and grinding paint off one entire
vessel, prompted VIPA Executive
Director Carlton Dowe to tell St.
John Tradewinds that any future
repair work would be limited to
two weeks, despite the federal prohibition. That vessel still remains
out of service and moored against
the mangrove habitat under Monstanto’s home and apartment building more than six months.
While many audience members
and other senators were somewhat
perplexed by Monsanto’s interjection of his neighborhood problems
with the shipyard work into the
evening’s debate on the exorbitant
increases in St. John property tax
bills, St. Croix Sen. Kenneth L.
Gittens took an interest in Monsanto’s complaint and promised to
assist the Cruz Bay business owner in ending the use of the port for
major repairs.
Which may have helped Monsanto finally get a good night’s
sleep.

canines, cats & critters

“Dine with Sunset Views on St. John”

Now oPeN
foR seasoN

Lounge Opens 5:30 pm
Dinner Starts 6 pm
Closed Sundays
Reservations Appreciated
Full Bar
Resort Casual Dress
Credit Cards Accepted

Gallows Point Resort (above lobby)

(340)776-0001
email: info@ocean362.com
website: www.ocean362.com

Our new location is 2.5 miles out of Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

Full
Veterinary
SerViceS
boarding

grooming

pet supplies

tel: 693-7780 l email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos

Top of the line
appliances are showcased
in the kitchen of Riley’s
Retreat.

Yelena Rogers Photography
PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831
340-774-4027 603-401-4757
www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography
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“Be here even when you are there”

Enjoy Sweeping Water Views
and Tropical Sunsets at Riley’s Retreat
Coral Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands
340-779-4982
Follow us on facebook

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
PASTORY — Enjoy commanding water views from the expansive covered decks at Riley’s
Retreat, where you’ll definitely enjoy plenty of evenings hosting dinner parties with friends and family
members as you watch the tropical
sun sink below the horizon.
Sunset and water views are
only two of the many features to
discover at Riley’s Retreat, a six
bedroom, five bathroom villa in
Estate Pastory for sale for $1.445
million, explained 340 Real Estate
broker/owner Tammy Donnelly.
Conveniently located only a
few minutes away from the dining
and shopping of Cruz Bay, Riley’s
Retreat is nestled on a hillside in
a quiet neighborhood where you’ll
enjoy tranquility and relaxation.
The island’s famed alabaster North
Shore beaches are also only a short
drive away from this impressive
villa.
Riley’s Retreat is spread over
two units on two levels, giving
guests the utmost in privacy and
offering plenty of potential.
The upper unit is a three bedroom, two bathroom home where
you can linger on the outside living area and soak up those expan-

sive water views and cooling trade
winds. A large dining space on
the covered deck begs for dinner
parties enjoyed al fresco as you
watch the lights of St. Thomas and
St. Croix flicker to life in the distance.
Top of the Line Appliances
Inside Riley Retreat’s upper
unit, find a spacious, yet cozy,
great room with native stone work
accents, a pool table and a custom,
hard wood built-in bookcase. The
great room flows into the open
plan dining and kitchen area which
combines the best of function and
form. A granite topped island anchors the professional grade kitchen which also features custom
Brazilian cherry cabinets and top
of the line appliances.
There are three bedrooms on
the upper level of Riley’s Retreat,
each with its own split air conditioning unit. The master bedroom
boasts an en suite bathroom plus
access to an additional outdoor
shower. All three bedrooms are
beautifully appointed and offer Caribbean charm and refined luxury.
Throughout Riley’s Retreat
you’ll luxuriate in elegant genuine
Venetian plaster, stunning travertine floors and beautifully crafted
mahogany trim details.

The lower unit at Riley’s Retreat features an additional two
bedrooms and one full bath with a
cozy living room. The full kitchen
on the lower level boasts custom
cabinets, granite countertops and a
spacious dining area.
The lower unit, which is fully
air conditioned, also features those
beautiful travertine floors and mahogany trims.
This Estate Pastory villa also
includes a refreshing swimming
pool and relaxing hot tub. Stretch
out on a lounge chair pool side
and work on that tan while a friend
whips up a cocktail at the nearby
bar area. Riley’s Retreat also includes an exercise room and additional full bath found right off the
pool deck.
Also nestled on the 0.35-acre
property is a stand alone cottage
with a full bath which features
decorative concrete countertops.
From afternoons spent sunning
at the pool and bar area to quiet
evenings spent watching tropical
sunsets, enjoy the best of Caribbean living at Riley’s Retreat.
For more information about
Riley’s Retreat, call 340 Real Estate broker/owner Tammy Donnelly at (340) 779-4478 or (340)
643-6068.
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E-C SERVICE
STATION

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

Julius E. Sprauve School students display their coconut
boats.

“Passing the Torch”
Program Keeps Culture
Alive for School Children
St. John Tradewinds
This year Virgin Islands National Park, Friends of the Park and the
St. John Historical Society partnered to obtain an America’s Best Idea
grant from the National Park Foundation. The “Passing the Torch” grant
was meant to continue the work that is done each year at the annual Folk
Life Festival. The festival highlights Virgin Island’s culture and is attended by hundreds of school children.
As of September, local culture bearers have been providing demonstrations at the Gifft Hill School and Sprauve School. The culture bearers
are not only demonstrating traditional crafts but instructing the students
in making the crafts as well. So far the students have made palm tree
brooms, coconut boats, bush tea, Johnny cakes and musical instruments
out of calabash hulls, palm leaves and sticks. More demonstrations and
lessons are planned through December and may include doll and jewelry
making.
Karen Jarvis, Program Manager at Friends of the Park, was with
the children as they learned from culture bearers such as Justin “Just in
Time” Todman. “The students and the teachers at both schools are really
enjoyed interacting with the cultural demonstrators,” said Jarvis. “Their
eyes were wide and they really enjoyed getting some hands on lessons in
Virgin Islands History. Friends is very proud to see our mission of cultural preservation fulfilled in the faces of these children,” she added.
The students will soon be going on a bus tour guided by members
of the St John Historical Society and will also soon be demonstrating
some of their new skills to others at Annaberg and Cinnamon Bay Campground.
Friends is hoping the program lights a spark in some of the students
and that we will have a new generation of cultural demonstrators to continue the rich legacy of Virgin Islands culture.
For more information on cultural and preservation programs in the
park and you can support them, contact Karen Vahling at Friends of VI
National Park at 779-4940 or kvahling@friendsvinp.org

25

%

Discount
on AUTO A/C
Recovery/Recharge
with this ad
Offer expires
11-30-14

has a

New A/C Machine
➣ Remove used freon and air
➣ Remove used oil
➣ Recharge system & replace needed oil
➣ Detect leaks
➣ Assess needed repair

It’s HOT SO DRIVE COOL …
Call 776-6046 for appointment
www.ecservicestation.com
ST. JOHN OWNED-ST. JOHN OPERATED-ST. JOHN EXCELLENCE!

START YOUR AD CAMPAIGN
Email advertising@tradewinds.vi for a Rate Sheet
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Letters to Tradewinds
Some Supporters of Candidates
Are Their Worst Enemies!
Our Politicians here, some are like crabs in a barrel, instead of
working together, most seem to be looking out for themselves.
It is so disappointing to see that some have chosen this method to
campaign for their choice for the Governor of the Virgin Island. At a
time when we are trying to improve Our Image and Our Economy, we
are being viewed by the World as Back Biters.
“My maternal grandmother, who was told by her grandmother, of
the Cherokee Nation, if you want to know how others will treat you,
look to how they treat their own.”
The Political Fallacy here, which appears to be the same situation
President Obama faces, is that many politicians in the Democratic
Party are Closet Republicans, in order to get into office and once in
become Distractors.
Ivan Butcher II

Next Deadline:
Thursday, Nov. 6th
Crossword Answers (Puzzle located on Page 20)

Guest Opinion
Education Commissioner Outlines Issues
As we move toward the end of the first semester,
the Virgin islands Department of Education continues
to be plagued with teacher shortages, a phenomenon
that is not unique to us but rather something that is being experienced across the Caribbean and nationally.
There are a number of areas that contribute to this
issue, including difficulties in recruiting off island
candidates. And as many in our ranks retire, we have
also noticed that our up and coming college graduates majoring in Education are looking at careers in
elementary education instead of the harder to staff
areas such as math, science, languages and Special
Education.
Over the years, we have also set the bar higher
by demanding that our permanent teachers become
certified and highly qualified. To accomplish this, we
have partnered with the V.I. Board of Education in
finding creative ways of getting new educators into
the classrooms.
We have also been challenged by the large amount
of retirements and resignations that we receive each
year — and how late in the year they’re submitted. In
order to ensure that we have enough educators in our
classrooms, we routinely ask for employees to declare
by April 15th of the current school year their intent to
retire or resign. Despite this practice, employees still
submit their separation notices at the last minute. According to the numbers, 29 employees territory-wide
made clear their intention to leave just weeks before
the start of the 2014-2015 school year and an extra 10
employees sent in notice that they would be leaving
effective at the end of September 2014. We also have
a large number of individuals that could potentially
retire at the end of this year because they have fulfilled the 30 years of service requirement.
What do we do in those cases? Well, we generally use our substitute pool and while we have been
consistently able to draw from this source, it is not
the same as being able to give our students the same
highly qualified, permanent teacher that can be there
for them on a continuous basis. We have been fortunate however, to have several retired educators in our
substitute pool and they have truly helped to support
instruction. In the St. Thomas-St. John District, 32 retirees are currently on board, along with 22 more on

St. Croix.
However, we remain concerned with the teacher
shortages — most especially, with the need to fill
our classrooms with permanent teachers as we continue the implementation of the Common Core State
Standards. This initiative is meant to effectuate new
levels of student achievement, and ideally, having
permanent teachers — equipped with the necessary
teaching strategies — will help transition our existing
classrooms into this new educational direction.
So, year round, we continue to recruit teachers aggressively in an effort to plug the teaching holes in
the classrooms. By no means is this easy, but I assure
parents, students, and staff, that we are committed to
the process.
We recently received the approval needed from
the U.S. State Department — the federal agency with
oversight of international affairs — that would allow
us to continue hiring international teachers to fill the
vacancies we are unable to fill with local and mainland recruits.
While that’s underway, we have also communicated and shared all our territorial teaching opportunities with the career placement office at the City
University of New York (CUNY,) State University
of New York (SUNY,) Purdue University (specifically for qualified individuals in the areas of science,
technology, engineering, and math) and the Universidad Inter-Americana de Puerto Rico (specifically
for qualified individuals in English and English as a
Second Language,) along with other national institutions.
And with all these efforts, we’re gaining interest. But we also want to be honest about what we’re
experiencing and what we need in order to get over
this. We also need our community to understand that
this situation is not new, nor is it unique to the Virgin
Islands, but it is something we’re aggressive about resolving — and with your continued support, we can
work together right now, to work within our resources
and empower all our students for success.
Thank you and best wishes for a productive school
year.
Donna Frett-Gregory
Commissioner of Education

Socks for Seniors Organizers Seeking Volunteers
St. John Tradewinds
Socks for Seniors is an annual community service project through which the organization collects new socks to be distributed to elderly in local
nursing homes around the holidays.
Event organizers are looking for local area
coordinators near St. John to help with collecting
socks.
Host a Sock Drive. It all starts with one person,
one box, and one location. It’s easy…and all the

socks stay in the local St. John area. Decorate a
box and find a location or locations for boxes.
To collect Socks For Seniors, sign up at: http://
www.socksforseniors.com/register.html.
Organizers stay in touch with volunteers during the campaign with updates and to answer any
questions. Signs and logos for the drive and other
information are also available.
For more information, email Jamie at email@
socksforseniors.com.

St. John Tradewinds,

Cruz Bay I in Service

SMALL PLATES
BIG TASTE
Introducing Lemongrass Restaurant
& Bar, beachside at The Westin St.
John Resort & Villas. Come and savor
Small Plates—a uniquely communal
dining experience unbound by the
limitations of regional flavor or color
with a selection of cuisine as
diverse as the Caribbean itself.
Specializing in small plates,
large plates, and snacks with
Caribbean infused flavors.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

The year-old VITAN ferry Cruz Bay I was in service before the end of October, as
Department of Public Works Commissioner Darryl Smalls had predicted earlier in
the month. The Red Hook I also went into service before the end of the month.

BREAKFAST: 7:00AM - 11:00AM
DINNER: 6:00PM - 9:30PM
(PLEASE CALL 714-6010 FOR RESERVATIONS)
BAR: 5:00PM – 11:00PM
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Can deJongh Administration Implement Mooring Plan?
St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-oriented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

Monday, November 3
— Everyone is invited to the Coral Bay Community Council
Potluck and Annual Meeting Monday, November 3, from 4:30 to
7 p.m. at Miss Lucy’s.
Thursday, November 6
— First Bank will host the next St. Thomas - St. John Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours on Thursday, November
6, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at their location in the Crown Bay Center
Austin “Babe” Monsanto Marine Terminal.
Saturday, November 8
— St. John Rescue’s Rib Cook-off fundraiser is planned for
November 8 and will be at the Coral Bay Ball Field.
Sunday, November 9
— Join Gail Karlsson and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of St. John for a meditative walk at Francis Bay on Sunday,
November 9, at Francis Bay. This week’s topic is “Finding Peace
Watching Birds.”
Saturday, November 15
— The fourth annual Pets and Vets Yard Sale is Saturday, November 15, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. across from Pickles in Coral
Bay.
Tuesday, November 18
— VITEMA, in conjunction with the NOAA’s Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program, will host a tsunami workshop on Tuesday, November 18, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the University
of the Virgin Islands Administration and Conference Center. This
workshop is designed specifically to educate the Virgin Islands
maritime community on what they need to know about tsunamis.
Friday, November 21
— Gifft Hill School is pleased to announce their fifth annual school-wide community service day, Gifft Hill School Gives
Back, to be held on Friday, November 21
Saturday, November 22
— The Rotary Club of St. John will hostb2014 Flavors – A
Taste of St. John on November 22 at St. John’s award-winning
Westin Resort in the newly renovated ball room and will include
adjacent rooms from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Alcholics Anonymous Meetings
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay
Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon Meetings
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340)
642-3263

Continued on Page 4
Marina developers were awarded a $1.3 million Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) through the U. S. Department of Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS’s)
Wildlife and Sport Fishing Restoration Program in
their effort to encourage recreational boating through
the construction, renovation and maintenance of facilities for transient boaters,” stated the staff report to
the St. John CZM drafted before the CZM’s August
hearing.
O’Connor reportedly has requested the release of
initial funding to begin removing the derelict vessels
lining the interior shoreline of the harbor — at the
same time a non-profit community group is planning
to utilize a different federal grant to accomplish the
same goal.
“I recommend that you speak with Mr. O’Connor
regarding this as I do not believe that Mr. O’Connor
requested funds to begin reorganizing the mooring
field thus this is completely false,” marina development partner Summer’s responded by e-mail.
O’Connor was reported to be off-island through
the end of October and not available for comment,
DPNR officials did not return repeated telephone
requests through the end of the month from St. John
Tradewinds.
CZM Staff Report Cited
Damage from Moorings
Portions of the CZM staff report prepared for the

St. John committee deliberations on the St. John Marina application read like a promotional brochure for
developers because the application is premised on a
formal “partnership” between DPNR and the developers of the marina to take control of Coral Harbor
moorings.
“Uncontrolled mooring within the bay and vicinity
with limited facilities to serve boaters has contributed
to sea grass damage, trash accumulation and water
quality degradation,” the CZM July 2014 staff report
continued. “Coral Harbor is designated as a mooring area by the Department of Planning and Natural
Resources. The area is a heavily-used mooring and
anchoring area and only a portion of the moorings are
legal.”
“The area is heavily used for boat mooring and
there are large scars associated with most moorings,
even those with properly installed anchors; ropes with
associated chains swinging from the moorings denude large areas of sea grass,” the CZM report added.
“While there are new vessel scars, old vessel scars
have healed and sea grass has recolonized. The habitat, while highly impacted, is capable of recovery if
impacts and stresses are reduced.”
Has there been any DPNR action on the management of moorings in Coral Bay?
“(P)lease get this information from DPNR,”
SEG’s Summers responded electronically Oct. 30. “It
is really in their hands.”

Crime Stoppers U.S. Virgin Islands
St. John Tradewinds
Let’s help make the USVI one of the safest places in the world to live, work, and raise a
family. Everyone needs to speak up. If you know
something, say something.
St. John
On Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at about 9
p.m. a citizen reported at the Jurgen Command
as a victim of an assault and a robbery. While in
the area of Nature’s Nook, the victim was sitting
in the vehicle and talking on the cell phone when
four black males approached the vehicle. One of
the suspects pulled the victim out of the vehicle
and began to strike the victim with a closed fist.
After several minutes of this, the suspect stole the
complainant’s iPhone 5, white otter box case, and
a silver TAG Heuer watch and departed the area.

The victim suffered abrasions and bruises as well.
St. Thomas
On Sunday, October 19, 2012 at 4:08 am, the
lifeless body of a 22 year-old male, identified
as Shacoi E. Benjamin, was transported by private vehicle to Roy Lester Schneider Emergency
Room after sustaining a gunshot wound to the upper body while in the area of Blitz Night Club located on Norre Gade. The Major Crime Unit case
is presently investigating this case. If you have
information regarding this incident, please contact
the Unit at 340-774-2211, extensions 5617, 5618
or 5619.
Step up and be part of the solution. Tell what
you know at www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or
call 1-800-222-TIPS (8477), or text “USVI” plus
your message to CRIMES (274637).

St. John Tradewinds, November 3-9, 2014     17

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of Facebook

This photo was posted Sunday afternoon, November 2, to the Coral Bay Summers
End Discussion Facebook page by William Willigerod with the caption “Work in progress
passenger side by my artist daughter Diana.”

Save Coral Bay Sets New Legal
Defense Fund Goal at $100,000
Continued from Page 7
The social media campaign is reaching around the
globe, according to Silverman.
“The multimedia social media campaign is literally reaching across the world,” he said. “I am able
to see the statistics for the website and in two days
we had people viewing from five different continents;
Australia, Europe, Asia and North and South America.”
“That’s the beauty of the internet and we are really using it to its potential,” Silverman said. “We are
being pointed in directions about how to promote this
and how to get into places to reach more and more
people.”
Raising awareness is the top priority for the Save
Coral Bay campaign, according to Silverman.
“The number one thing people can do is spread
the message,” he said. “The more people who know
what is going on and feel connected to the cause, the
more strength we will have to actually have public
comments. In order to reach the Army Corps of Engineers, we need to have a real army of supporters.”
“Getting the message out is critical,” said Silverman.
While donations are always appreciated, the campaign to save Coral Bay from the planned mega-mari-

na can be helped by expert assistance as well, Silverman explained.
“There are some people whose main resource is
a financial one,” he said. “But the more people who
know about this will enable us to find expert assistance and different kinds of help.”
As the groundswell of support for the Save Coral
Bay campaign continues to grow, the group could
help the harbor area in the future, Silverman added.
“Once we get this immediate threat to our survival
behind us, the number of really positive ideas of how
we can improve things is emerging out of the woodwork,” he said. “For a long time people didn’t want
to talk about this, but now we are. We know now that
we can easily get people together to really improve
conditions in Coral Bay harbor.”
“We can make this a place we’re really proud
of,” said Silverman. “We have a group of passionate
people who really want to do whatever they can do to
save Coral Bay.”
For more information about the Save Coral Bay
campaign, check out the group’s website at www.
savecoralbay.com, to make a donation go to www.
gofundme.com/coralbay and to order Save Coral Bay
bumper stickers, go to http://nashvilleusvi.blogspot.
com/p/savecoralbay.html.

Island Green Building Association

St. John Youth Coalition
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Church Directory
Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays
776-6316, 776-6254
Bethany Moravian Church
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.
Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.
Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach
Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard
Cruz Bay Baptist Church
Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315
Emmaus Moravian Church
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713
Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI
Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578
Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m.
Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053
Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship,
Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884
Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay
at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish;
Mondays: 12:15 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 7 a.m.
& Fridays: 7 p.m. Call 776-6339 for more information.
Prayer House of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays
Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820
St. John Methodist Church
Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477
St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m.,
Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230
St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.
Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

An attentive audience attended the V.I. Senate joint committee hearing in Cruz Bay.

Defending Their Home Island Against Property Tax Tsunami
Continued from Page 3
cals which would encourage more development and
value,” he urged the senators.
“My heart bleeds as a St. Johnian,” Says Civic
Leader Elroy Sprauve
Former Senator and retired educator Elroy
Sprauve evinced the heritage of revered St. Johnian
civic leader Julius E. Sprauve in his impassioned entreaty to the visiting senators.
“If this present tax structure is allowed to continue
it will be the beginning of the end,” Elroy Sprauve
testified somberly. “It will be the beginning of the end
of a proud history of the people of St. John who have
been tied to the land.”
“It is something that is prevalent in St. Johnians,”
he testified. “It all comes back to the importance of
land, ownership of land.”
“There is no way they can propose this ugly structure for the people on St. John,” the former legislator told the senators, evoking the leadership of the
legendary St. Johnian Sen. Theovald E. Moorehead.
“The land is the heritage.”
“In the 1940s Miss Nelson sold land to the government very cheaply for homesteads purposes,”
Sprauve reminded the audience in a brief history lesson. Land was sold for $19 per house lot with payments of $5 per month, he recalled. “Five acres of
land for $125.”
“This is what government should be doing, helping people,” Sprauve admonished the legislators.
“There was a St. John before there was a national
park,” the former Senator reminded the assemblage.

“The same people who valued the land and respected
the land so it would be beautiful enough that it would
be a national park are now being penalized because of
the national park.”
“This is not right, this is ugly,” the normally softspoken educator said fervently. “My heart bleeds as
a St. Johnian. Whatever can be done please do it to
rescue St. John from this horrible curse.”
Maternal Lineage on St. John
Traced Back to Africa
St. Johnian testifier Janet Burton, a self-described
“semi-retired former educator, one of a vanishing
breed of St. Johnians whose parents were both native
St. Johnians and with a maternal lineage on St. John
that can be traced back to Africa,” promulgated a solution for the pronounced inequity between St. John
and St. Thomas real estate valuations.
“I grew up in the mid-20th century, seeing land as
a place where ancestors lived, a source of survival to
be used by the family for housing, agricultural production, at the end of life a place for burial, and home
for the ones left behind,” Burton testified. “The property on which I grew up has ben in the family for over
100 years.”
“St. John property owners are members of the St.
Thomas — St. John District,” Burton told the senate
hearing. “I feel that assessments should be based on
comparable properties on both islands, not just on St.
John.”
“For government convenience, St. John is a cash
cow,” Burton testified bluntly. “A separate and pecuContinued on Next Page
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Defending Their Home Island Against Property Tax Tsunami
Continued from Previous Page
liar district when it comes to property values and tax
collection, but considered an integral part of a twoisland district for all other purposes.”
“We need to stop playing these games,” the educator testified. “People’s lives are being jeopardized.”
“Right now some senior St. Johnians are borrowing money to pay their 2013 taxes… ,” Burton continued. “There are those whose taxes have risen 400
percent or even as much as 1,000 percent.”
“I foresee foreclosures and more auctions in the
future,” Burton warned. “In another generation there
will be no native land owners in St. John if the high
property tax trend continues.”
“Let me put it this way, there will be few black
people living on St. John and they will have been
driven out by black people who are only interested in
their self-preservation, greed and short-sightedness,”
the St. Johnian said bluntly.
Island Community Realtor
Assesses Assessments
B.J. Harris, a doyenne of the 20th Century St.
John real estate industry, represented the modern island real estate market promulgated by the first St.
Johnian Realtor, Sen. Theovald E. Moorehead.
“I believe the increased assessments we now see
for St. John and the resulting taxes will be a burden
on many residents,” said Harris, a 45-year resident of
St. John and four-time president of the V.I. Territorial Association of Realtors who has been licensed to
practice real estate since 1982.
“I believe we will see people either not paying
their property taxes or looking to family to help cover
the increased cost; we’ll see retirees trying to go back
to work to earn money to make up the difference, or
cutting back on important spending, like health, medical or food in order to pay,” Harris said.
“Many will fall behind and run the risk of losing
their property,” Harris foretold. “Forced sale is never
a good idea, and especially on St. John… We don’t
want anyone forced into selling their birthright.”
With an average of 30 homes and 25 pieces of
land sold on St. John each year over the past four
years there was hardly enough volume to determine
the value of the other 3,000 or so homes or all the land
on St. John, Harris told the senators as she explained
the realities of the island’s real estate market.
“Of the homes which have sold, most were second homes or investment properties because there is
minimal turn over of homes belonging to long-term
residents of St. John,” Harris continued. “Most of our
normal residential properties are handed down from
generation to generation or passed around within the
family.”
“So it was inappropriate for the value of a second
or investment home with multiple amenities to make
it viable in the short term rental market to be used as
the basis for valuing ALL the homes on St. John,”
testified Harris.
“Because our numbers are so small, not balanced
out by sales of ‘regular’ homes and land, and not indicative of the whole, it is just impossible to use our
sales as generalized comparables to determine value
of other properties on St. John,” Harris explained further.

“Right now some senior St. Johnians
are borrowing money to pay their 2013
taxes… There are those whose taxes
have risen 400 percent or even as much
as 1,000 percent.”

– Burton continued

Dr. Malik Sekou, Associate Professor of Political
Science/History, UVI, submitted written testimony to
the committee meeting which was appropriate for the
Love City venue.
“I will give a family example,” Dr. Sekou wrote.
“My great grandfather purchased property in Coral
Bay during the Danish era. The property consisted of
approximately 120 acres. He paid less than a hundred
dollars.”
“Today an acre in that same property sells for obscene amounts,” Dr. Sekou continued. “One parcel
was assessed for $1.5 million. And it is located on a
hill without modern infrastructure.”
“But the problems of excessive property taxes are
felt by virtually all St. Johnians, those with deep ancestral roots or those who have arrived with deep love
for the island,” Dr. Sekou wrote in closing. The educator encouraged the legislators to look to the intraisland taxation system in the state of Hawaii where
“property taxes vary for each island.”
Three Waves of Testifiers
Three waves of testifiers addressed the cultural
and governmental issues before the two committees.
There were few “carpetbaggers and land speculators“
in the crowded chamber — of any color. There were
generations of St. Johnian landed families — native
and continental — and those given the opportunity to
buy land here generations ago.
And all witnessed an historic moment — a 21st
century “night of the silent drums.”
In reasoned argument and defense, native St.
Johnians defended their island’s unique culture as
they defended their land in the face of a property tax
tsunami which threatens to sweep them from their
home island.
The doors onto the veranda outside the Senate
chamber were opened to accommodate the overflow
crowd gathered to hear testimony by community elders and culture bearers — including the pillars of
St. John education and political leaders, former V.I.
Senators Dr. Gilbert Sprauve and Elroy Sprauve.
Other testifiers included Frank Powell Jr.; Lorne
Battiste; Delia Thomas; Roger Harland, Sharon Coldren, and Pam Gaffin.
Tax Assessor Defends Department’s Efforts
In the face of impassioned testifiers and questioning senators, V.I. Tax Assessor Ira Mills stoically
defended his department’s efforts to create a fair and
equitable V.I. property tax system in the Office of the
Lieutenant Governor.
Earlier in the month Mills personally conducted
a Saturday morning open meeting about the 2013 tax
bills with interested St. John property owners at the
Julius E. Sprauve School — on his own volition and
unaccompanied by staff.
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Business Directory
Accommodations

Landscaping

Island Getaways
888-693-7676,
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987
or locally 340-776-6152

Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

Architecture

Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI 00831

Art Galleries

Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Real Estate

340 Real Estate Company, LLC
340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com
Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI 00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Bajo el Sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. 340-693-7070

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI 00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery
Located at The Marketplace
340-693-8524

Restaurants

Banking

Fish Trap Restaurant
and Seafood Market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

La Tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

Furniture

Ocean 362
American Contemporary Cuisine
For reservations, call 340-776-0001

Carlos Furniture - 340-693-0016
Located at Tutu Park Mall on STT
Free delivery and setup to St. John

Green Building

Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar
Series info and ReSource Depot
inventory

Insurance

PGU Insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com
Theodore Tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry

R&I Patton goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Skinny Legs
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services

C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047
Located in Coral Bay

Wedding Services

Weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel
Coordination, Accommodations

“WHAT AM I ...?”
ACROSS
1 Indy 500 entrant’s skill
7 Students’ workplace with
mice
12 Intensifies
20 Oman locale
21 Author Jong
22 Most importantly
23 * It flows through Metz
25 When to start a match
26 Upper limit, informally
27 English lavs
28 — noire
29 T-Pain music
30 BMOC part
31 * Least populous state
capital
37 Right one’s wrongs
39 “Brother, can you spare
—?”
40 Grade of mediocrity
41 * Nonviolent protests,
e.g.
47 Pier
51 See 124-Down
52 Revere
53 Less chubby
55 Opposite of “agin”
56 Any acetate, chemically
58 Caesar’s 56
60 * Manta, e.g.
62 iDevice download
65 Section of a long poem
67 Gardner of “Mayerling”
69 Reposeful
70 Life partner?
72 * London street known
for tailoring
76 Island east of Java
77 Home of the Senators
79 Friend, in Nice

80 Blot out
82 Jr. officer
83 * “The Big Country”
co-star
86 Sharable PC file
88 Lendl and Reitman
90 “Xanadu” group, briefly
91 Operate incorrectly
93 As red as —
95 “SOS” pop quartet
99 City of old witch trials
101 * Scholarly evaluations
104 Desire
106 Exposed the secret of
107 Wastes time
108 * Noted New Yorker
feature
116 Suffix with bass or solo
117 Poem that uplifts
118 April 1 trick
119 Coffin cloth
120 With 11-Down, hotel
suite amenity
121 Keep off a varsity team
for a year
124 What can be found
in the answers to this
puzzle’s eight starred
clues?
129 Blood body
130 Abundant
131 Some ducks
132 “Everyday People” lead
singer
133 Lugged
134 “You — worry”
DOWN
1 Hit forcefully
2 Like cedar
3 Ladies’ man
4 Alpine goat
5 Zero

6 Last name in winemaking
7 Also-ran Ross
8 Feature of invigorating
weather
9 Actress Tyler or Ullmann
10 Maven
11 See 120-Across
12 Avid
13 Cable channel for hoops
fans
14 Household arts, briefly
15 Rd. relative
16 Fishtank accessory
17 Egyptian Museum site
18 Ziggy of jazz trumpet
19 Rested up
24 Almost forever
28 Geoffrey of fashion
30 PC rivals
31 Crooner Tormé
32 Detroit dud
33 Kindled
34 Survivor’s elated cry
35 In a new draft
36 “Doesn’t thrill me”
38 — -to-fiver
42 Pro — (in proportion)
43 Shangri-las
44 To a degree, informally
45 Louse
46 K.C.-to-Detroit dir.
48 Common chalet shape
49 Basis
50 Hash house appliances
54 Zsa Zsa’s sis
57 “Friends” co-star David
59 Credible
61 Luau offering
62 Pueblo houses
63 “Downtown” singer Clark
64 Cop’s beat
66 Eggs, to Livy
68 Be different?

71 1960s chess master
Mikhail
73 Driving force
74 Bay window
75 Seesaw
78 Prefix meaning “bird”
81 Fill totally
84 PC bailout key
85 California’s Big —
87 Blow to the mug, to Brits
89 Remarked
92 Sitting Bull’s tribe
94 Habitual troublemaker
96 Deemed true
97 Low-budget cowboy flick
98 Secy., say
100 Sight seer
102 Hairy cousin of Morticia
103 Coq au —
105 Ex — (out of nothing)
108 Combat unit
109 Newbery-winning
author Scott
110 Date of the Allies’
victory in WWII
111 “El Cid” co-star Sophia
112 Chai —
113 Captured on a VCR,
e.g.
114 Land in eau
115 Long-past
120 Expansive
122 Rd. relatives
123 — up (riled)
124 With 51-Across, med.
diagnostic
125 Med. insurer
126 Choose
127 Falsification
128 String past Q
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Employment

Storage

Full-time Program Liaison/Court Watch Coordinator
needed for the VI Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault
Council, St. Thomas/St. John Staff. Duties include
providing support for activities of the Criminal Justice and
Conference Planning committees; take minutes and interact
with agency membership on a regular basis. New hire
will monitor domestic violence and sexual assault cases,
collect and analyze data from criminal justice sources and
train and supervise program volunteers. Legal or criminal
justice background desired. Exceptional writing, verbal
and computer skills needed. Flexible daytime schedule
necessary; some college and prior work experience required.
Transportation and some travel are required. Send cover
letter and resume to: info@vidvsac.net NO calls.

Pastory
Self Storage
Available Immediately
5x5x8 up to 10x20x8
Starting at $85/mo.
One mile from Cruz Bay.
340-776-1330

Commercial Space Available

STORAGE:
SECURED LOCKERS,
AUTOS from $35
month. 643-3283

Real Estate

INCREDIBLE
OPPORTUNITY

CONCORDIA ECO RESORT
PROPERTY AND 15 ADDITIONAL
BUILDING LOTS AVAILABLE
FOR DISCERNING BUYER(S)
Serious Inquiries only to: Jack@nklaw.com

Land for Sale
3 Acre Lot
Abraham Fancy
Adjacent to National Park
Gentle grade, easy build.
Convenient beach access.
$819,000.
Peter Briggs John Foster
R. E. 340-513-1850

For Rent

Home Wanted

Choc Hole East
2 bed, 1 1/2 bath, Furnished, AC, W&D, Electric included.
$1950/month. OR as a 3 bed, 3 1/2 bath for $2800.
Call or text Ron 715-853-9696 Or reironald@gmail.com

Wanted: Starter home
for me to lease purchase.
November 2014 target
date. Good references
and great credit.
Kris 340 998 3685

Buying?

Commercial/Office

Selling?
Renting?
seeking?
call 340-776-6496
Email:
advertising@tradewinds.vi

St. John Tradewinds

SubScriptions
TRADEWINDS PUBLISHING LLC

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
ON EVERY LEVEL
GREAT PLACE
TO SHOP, DINE
AND WORK
Come join us
we have spaces
available —
Retail, Office
or Storage

340-776-6455

Send check payable to
Tradewinds Publishing LLC
P.O. Box 1500
St. John, VI 00831

1 year subscription $90.00 USD
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Telephone _______________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________________
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Caribbean

Real Estate
O: 340-776-6666 F: 340-693-8499

Providing professional rental management
and marketing services for St. John’s finest
vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations
or brochures

www.IslandiaRealEstate.com | www.SeaGlassProperties.com

For St. John
business call

1-800-338-0987
Serving St. John for Over 40 Years
PRICE REDUCED

L’Autre Monde | $4,800,000
7 bed | 7.5 bath | 10,00

PRICE REDUCED

NEW

Adventure Villa | $705,000
4 bed | 3 bath | 4,100 sqft

Beach House on the Moon | $1,250,000

Villas & Resor t s
MANAGEMENT CO.

340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m
Lumberyard Complex
P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

3 bed | 3.5 bath | 2,972 sqft

NEW

Villa Daebreak | $515,000
1 bed | 1.5 bath | 1,885 sqft

Tree-Top Hideaway | $399,000
4 bed | 3 bathroom | 2,040 sqft

Limin Time | $1,249,000
2 bed | 2 bath | 2,430 sqft

Lavender Hill Suite 10E | $450,000
1 bed | 1 bath | 1,180 sqft

Bente’s Fancy | $2,500,000
4 bed | 3 bath | 4,812 sqft

Cruz Views Unit 7 | $445,000
1 bed | 1 bath | 720 sqft

Call Today for a FREE Home Value Report!

RETAIL & OFFICE
SPACE
Ample Parking!
100 to 4,000 sf Available

1st Month Rent Free
For more information

Call (340) 690-6699
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Roof-Top Solar Could Be WAPA’s Best Friend – And Technology Will “Soon Come”
Continued from Page 9
lize the grid and provide demand response. This system will
work much like net metering, where the utility will credit
your account for the borrowed distributed storage. Energy
storage coupled with RTS is a necessity to bring more solar
onto the grid to reach the VI’s goal of 60 percent renewables
by 2025. This is also the key to lower utility rates in the
future!!
Distributed Generation (DG) also has advantages for
the utility. A number of DG/RTS systems in particular area
(neighborhood) also helps to make the grid more stable
by injecting excess generation into the grid to help stabilize the grid, particularly if the location is a long distance
from where the grid power is being generated. WAPA acknowledges that a significant amount of its power is “lost”
in transmission.
DG systems dispersed all over the island are less likely
to be impacted by intermittency (a cloud moving over a
solar array) than the large centralized solar farms, without
storage, that are current being installed. The uncontrolled
intermittency of centralized solar farms, without storage,
pose a real threat to grid stability if more of this type of
system are brought on line! Whereas large solar farms with
storage are an asset to the grid.
How do we get from here to there? The answer is
DERMS! “A Distributed Energy Resource Management
System (DERMS) is a software-based solution that increases a grid operator’s real-time visibility into its underlying
distributed asset capabilities. Through such a system, distribution utilities will have the heightened level of control and

flexibility necessary to more effectively manage the technical challenges posed by an increasingly distributed grid,”
according to Greentech Media.
Distributed Energy Resource
Management System
Think of the grid of the future as akin to the internet,
except that both information and power will be sent and received over the grid, not by humans but by the “internet of
things.” Individuals and companies can add managed energy resources to the grid to help provide demand response
and augment base load needs without the need for the utility
to purchase and install new generation equipment. Virtual
power plants can be created on the grid by tapping into the
combined resources of hundreds or thousands of distributed
solar storage systems! As the cost of distributed solar with
storage continues to fall, this concept can become a reality!
WAPA already has the “backbone” in place for a DERMS,
or Smart Grid through its investment in the Next Generation
fiber optic cable distribution system installed throughout the
islands! The next challenge in this process is to get the fiber
optic cable link into residences and businesses.
What is the Value of Solar (VOS) in the Virgin Islands?
Minnesota became the first state to enact a Value of Solar
tariff (VOST) in March of 2014. Minnesota’s VOS tariff
was keyed to the federal governments Social Cost of Carbon
methodology. This process is way too complicated (and
expensive) for use in the VI. Currently we have two solar
rates structures in the VI, Net Metering and Feed In Tariff
(FIT). Both of which are currently capped out, under the
law, until new legislation is enacted!

Net Metering was initiated as a stimulus to jump start
solar in the VI. Net Metering grants the rooftop solar producer a 100 percent credit on the utility bill for the power
generated and fed back into the grid. Obviously it does not
take a rocket scientist to figure out that WAPA cannot stay in
business if the VI has 60 percent renewable penetration with
100 percent credit to the customer.
The other option was a Feed in Tariff (FIT), which was
primarily conceived to compensate large scale solar farms at
a wholesale rate for producing renewable energy for the grid.
That rate is pegged at what is called WAPA’s “avoided cost”,
which is supposed to be WAPA’s cost to produce power.
For large scale solar farms the FIT works out economically for both WAPA and the producer because of the large
size of the system. However, for smaller scale, up to 20 kW
systems, with storage, the numbers do not work!
Finding Viable Solution
Therefore as in all arbitration cases, each side must make
concessions. A V.I. VOSC (Value of Solar Credit) rate that
splits the difference between the net metering rate (100 percent credit) and the FIT rate (wholesale rate) for solar installations with storage (less than 20 kW), with a small monthly
interconnection fee could be a viable solution.
As the cost of storage continues to fall, a VI VOSC rate
will encourage WAPA’s customers to bring new and sustainable renewable generation (solar) to the grid to help move
toward the VI’s goal of 60 percent sustainable renewable energy generation, with no capital expenditure from WAPA!
With DERMS and a VOSC in place, WAPA could have
its cake and eat it too!

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

Complete Real estate seRviCes • st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm • seRviNg st. JoHN

FoR

54 YeaRs!

Located at the Marketplace • (340) 776-6776 • (340) 774-8088 • INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com
Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824 • www.HolidayHomesVi.com

“VILLA MADELINE” A classic stone
and tile roof exterior, with a modern,
luxurious
2
bedro o m ,
2.5 bath
interior
plus pool
and BarMLS 14-332
beque
deck.
$1,395,000

“STONE COURT” is a 3 bedroom
haven. 1 acre of privacy with sweeping
views from
R a m s
Head to St.
Thomas.
I s l a n d
inspired
architecture
MLS 14-79
of stone and
wood.
$1,325,000

“VILLA DIVERTIMENTO” Newer
2 bdrm/2.5 bth home w/ eastern
views and breezes. All masonry, welldesigned w/ pool cabana & twin-bed
sleeping loft. 30ft
pool &
spacious
deck and swimming.
Island stone work,
outdoor showers.
MLS 14-56
Solar panels with
$1,300,000 net metering!

“NEW CONSTRUCTION!” Enjoy Fish
Bay breezes & views to Ditleff Pt. in
this new, 2 unit home. Masonry, nice
finishes, separate
entries to each
level which feature
2 bdrms w/ bath,
covered & screened
wrap around porch,
MLS 13-523
great room and
$1,235,000 kitchen.

“CASA MARE”, an exciting new
contemporary home! Finished to
exacting detail, modern
style w/ top end custom
kitchen finishes and
exotic furnishings. Soaring
glass window walls
face St. Thomas views
and overlook dramatic
MLS 13-481
$2,990,000 pool & viewing decks.
“KABEJ PATCH” Caribbean style 5
bdrm pool villa, in a quiet, breezey
location in desirable Chocolate Hole.
Beautifully finished Brazilian hardwood home w/
stone accents is
charming! Walk
to beach. Excellent short term
MLS 13-500
rental or private
$849,000
residence.

“GIFFT HILL” View, quiet area & convenience! Two unit home-Live in one,
rent the other! Main level features 2
bdrms, bth & a generous great room
w/ sliders to Pillsbury Sound view
deck. Lower level
studio apartment
with porch. Lush,
MLS 13-347
level property with
$475,000
easy parking.

“CARIBBEAN COTTAGE RETREAT”
Relax in this comfortable home surrounded by trees, orchids
and birds. Quiet private
neighborhood
has deeded rights to
a beach. You won’t
get peace like this at
MLS 14-253
a better price. Don’t
$249,000 miss this opportunity!

“KALEIDOSCOPE VIDEO”
PROFITABLE
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY Why wait for
the mail or unreliable internet downloads? Rent movies to watch tonight!
Thousands of children and family movies. Popular business for villa rental
guest and locals alike. This turn-key
MLS 14-414 business is perfect for a
$30,000 working owner.

“RAINBOW’S END” AT BATTERY
HILL—clean and cheerfully decorated
poolside condo is conveniently close
to
town
w/ nicely
manicured
grounds.
Seller says
make an
MLS 12-358
offer!
$465,000

“OWN A MONTH IN A LUXURY
HOME” Choose a 3 BR 3.5 BA or a
4 BR 4.5 BA villa in upscale Virgin
Grand Estates. These 3,000 sq ft villas
feature
STT
&
sunset
views,
pool, AC
Priced from $50,000 & more.

CAROLINA
EMMAUS
FISH BAY
CHOCOLATE HOLE

$
$
$
$

MOTIVATED SELLERS!!
135,000
FREEMAN’S GROUND
from
144,000
CONCORDIA
from
150,000
LOVANGO CAY
South shore from
195,000
SAUNDERS GUT
hillside & WATERFRONT from

$
$
$
$

VID
EO

VID
EO

VID
EO

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!
CALABASH BOOM
hillside
from $ 70,000
HANSEN BAY
hillside & WATERFRONT
hillside $ 75,000
VIRGIN
GRAND
ESTATES
from
from $ 79,995
GLUCKSBERG
from
from $ 115,000

LIS
TIN
G

“SAGO COTTAGE” adorable Caribbean
style masonry cottage with
wonderful
down island views
and great
rental hisMLS 14-254
tory.
$825,000

NE
W

VID
EO

BE VID
AC E
HF O
RO
NT

“VILLA KALORAMA” Panoramic views
from classic modern 5 bdm, 4.5 bth
rental villa in Virgin Grand Estates
features native stone, ipe hardwoods,
glass walls & a secure property.
Dramatic
great
room opens onto
40 foot pool and
large verandas for
MLS 13-454
spectacular indooroutdoor living.
$2,975,000

VID
EO

“CINNAMON STONES” The ideal Caribbean classic 4 bedroom villa in Estate Catherineberg!
Elegant style, extraordinary views,
lush landscaping
and a pool deck
for idyllic relaxing
make this a villa for
MLS 14-51
the perfect vacation or lifestyle.
$3,650,000

WA VI
TE DEO
RF
RO
NT

“VI FRIENDSHIP VILLA” WATERFRONT
Cliff side along the water’s edge of
Great Cruz Bay. 6
bdrm suites, exercise
room, game room &
private sandy beach.
This villa offers high
quality waterfront living
w/ luxurious amenities
MLS 13-512
& view of your boat in
$4,900,000 the harbor below!

“MERMAID FALLS”-prime Peter Bay
location & spectacular 5 bdrm/5.5 bths
villa. Views to St. Thomas, Nat’l Park
beaches & BVI. Custom-designed &
built, it features
a
lagoon-shaped
pool,
mahogany
doors/windows, ac,
private verandas,
MLS 11-385
waterfall & spa, &
lovely grounds.
$7,500,000

VID
EO

“ROTUNDA” A private, gated estate
in Upper Peter Bay bordering pristine
VI National Park. 5
bdrm/5.5 bth villa w/
lavish outdoor bar,
infinity edge pool,
sensational views
across St. John’s
North Shore to the
MLS 12-424
BVI’s.
Beaches
minutes away!
$7,485,000

“HALF MOON HOUSE” Reef Bay
Beachfront is the dramatic setting
for this uniquely modern home. Extremely private with incomparable
views and masterful
construction
throughout, this 5
bedroom, 4.5 bath
home is an artisMLS 14-100
tic statement in a
$8,000,000
world class setting.

SOME SELLER FINANCING!!
199,000
UPPER MONTE BAY/RENDEZVOUS
205,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE
250,000
WESTIN TIMESHARES
299,000
ONE MONTH FRACTIONALS

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

from $ 799,000
from $ 1,500,000
from $ 3,999/wk
from $
50,000
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Located at Boulon Center, Cruz Bay, Open Daily 7am to 11pm

Just ask

for the discount from November 3-9, 2014

10% OFF

15% OFF

20% OFF

purchases of $5o or more

purchases of $75 or more

purchases of $100 or more

Wholesale Items Not Included

Wholesale Items Not Included

Wholesale Items Not Included

at dOlphin market Only

at dOlphin market Only

at dOlphin market Only

also available
at
HOTEL/VILLA SUPPLIES

wholesale
open Daily 8 am to 8 pm

CLEANING SUPPLIES
RESTAURANT SUPPLIES
GROCERIES

