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GBS Hosts Open House and AYP Success Celebration

Paddle in Park
Race Is Nov. 3
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Guy Benjamin School students enjoyed a campus-wide party to celebrate the
school’s Adequate Yearly Progress success last week. The day also served as an
Open House for potential parents, students and teachers.
See additional photos and story on Page 7.

New Owners
Gearing Up To
Rent, Sell Units
at Sirenusa
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Ingrao Pays $9K in Fines, Construction
Continues on Denis Bay “Mega-House”
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
The developer of a four-story, 95-foot-tall home
perched high atop Estate Denis Bay overlooking the
north shore recently paid his $9,000 fine with Department of Planing and Natural Resources, according to
the department’s Director of Building Permits Bevan
Smith.
The development — located on two parcels in Estate Denis Bay, Parcel 2A and 2B — is accessed by a
recently widened and upgraded road near Cheyene’s
Heavy Equipment and borders sensitive V.I. National
Park Service land. The property is owned by Tony
Ingrao, a Manhattan-based architect and interior designer to the stars who counts Howard Stern, Goldie
Hawn and Danny Deutsch among his famous clients.
Construction at the one-acre site has been going
on for about six years, during which time it has been
alleged by construction industry professionals that Ingrao has violated many V.I. building codes.
As the development has grown more conspicuous,
many residents have taken a closer look, prompting
more inspections from DPNR officials.
On July 18, DPNR officials cited Ingrao for violations including excavations on two parcels of adjacent park property without a permit, excavation work
which exceeded the scope specified on his building
permit, construction of an electrical room on one of
the parcels, construction of a gabion and boulder retaining wall that wasn’t on his approved plan, and excavation affecting adjoining properties owned by the
National Park Service and the V.I. government among
others.
The total amount of the fine was initially $10,500,
but was reduced to $9,000 because DPNR did not
have the authority to penalize Ingrao for excavations
on VINP land, explained Smith.
“When the fine was initially calculated it included
a charge for not obtaining an earth change permit on
certain property,” said DPNR’s Director of Building

“Moving forward we will be
inspecting the construction area
as well as the retaining wall. We’ll
have people on top of the progress
checking on the development and
remedial steps.”
– Bevan Smith, DPNR’s Director of Building Permits

Permits. “But the property in question was not his
property, it was park land. We didn’t have jurisdiction
to impose a fine for that.”
Industry professionals, in several widely shared
letters about Ingrao’s project, have alleged that the
developer has clear cut trees and heavily excavated
VINP land. With the federal government shutdown
continuing, VINP officials were not available to answer questions about Ingrao’s activity on National
Park Service property last week.
As development at Ingrao’s Estate Denis Bay
property continues, DPNR officials promised closer
scrutiny.
“Moving forward we will be inspecting the construction area as well as the retaining wall,” said
Smith. “We’ll have people on top of the progress
checking on the development and remedial steps.”
Before Ingrao began carving out the hillside, the
area looked quite different. For years there were two
wooden homes found on the end of a small, unpaved
road.
Six years ago, Ingrao purchased one of the houses
and launched a construction effort that eventually
drove the owners of the second home in the area —
previously operated as a popular short-term rental —
to sell to the developer.
Six years later, the multi-million-dollar construction continues.
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Annual Save Second Base Party Oct. 18
Woody’s Seafood Saloon will be hosting the 4th Annual “Help
Save Second Base” Block Party on Friday, October 18, from 6 to
11 p.m.
All proceeds from the party will go to the St. John Cancer Fund.
Love City’s own Reggae superstars Inner Visions will be performing. The night will also feature a live DJ, raffle prizes and the return of the popular wing eating contest.
Don’t miss this kick off to season event!

ACC’s Flea Market Set for October 19th
ACC’s annual fall fundraiser, the “No Fleas, Please” flea market, will be on Saturday, October 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Gifft
Hill School’s Upper Campus.
Instead of being at the Winston Wells ball field in Cruz Bay,
this year the market will be at GHS. For more details about pickup
of furniture and volunteering to help with setting up the fair, call
774-1625.

Racquet Club Hosting Tennis Tourney
St. John Racquet Club will sponsor a V.I. Tennis Association Junior Tennis Tournament in honor of Dr. Gilbert Sprauve the weekend of October 25.
Dr. Sprauve has been an avid tennis player and advocate for the
game of tennis for years. He would always assist the juniors whenever possible with line-calling, scoring, providing transportation
to tournaments or just watching them play and encouraging their
efforts. Thank you Dr. Sprauve.
The tournament will take place in two parts. Players 8 years old
and under, as well as those who are 10 years old and under, will
play on the weekend of October 25, 26, and 27 using the Quick
Start format. The 8 and unders will use mini-nets, shortened courts,
red low pressure balls and first to seven points scoring. The 10 and
under players will use the regular net, shortened court, orange low
pressure balls and two out of three sets to four game scoring.
The weekend of November 1, 2, and 3, will see the juniors
12 and under to 18 and under in action. The entry fee for each
of the tournament-weekends is $20 and all entry forms should be
received by October 20.
For more information or to call in or fax entries, contact Patrice
Harley at 776-6643.

Free Flu Shots in Coral Bay on Oct. 31
Free flu shots will be available in Coral Bay on Thursday, October 31, at the Coral Bay Fire Station from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

St. John Baby Boom Photo Is Nov. 3rd
All parents are invited to the St. John baby boom photo and
beach picnic at Hawksnest Beach on Sunday, November 3, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The first photo will feature children two years and younger. The
second photo will feature two- to five-year-olds. Participants are
asked to bring a dish to share. Parking is limited and residents are
asked to carpool or take a taxi shuttle.
For more information call Connections at 776-6922.

SJSA Seeking Alumni to Join Concert
St. John School of the Arts is planning an Alumni Concert in
January and school officials are searching for more former students
who would like to participate and perform in this event.
Please call SJSA Executive Director Kim Wild at 779-4322.
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VINP Beaches and Trails Leading to Beaches Open Only
Annaberg Plantation and VINP Visitor’s Center Remain Closed

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Entering the second week of
the federal government shutdown,
V.I. National Park continued last
week with a skeleton crew with
only beaches and trails that lead to
beaches open to the public.
“For the most part, people are
cooperating and there is nothing new in terms of anything
that we’re doing different,” said
VINP Chief Ranger Lloyd Morris.
“Beaches are open and all trails
that lead to beaches are open. But
trails that don’t lead to beaches
and facilities such as the Visitors’
Center, Peace Hill and Annaberg
remain closed.”
When the federal government
shutdown went into effect on
Tuesday, October 1, VINP was officially shut down along with 401
other National Park Service prop-

erties across the country. Of the 50
VINP employees, 46 were placed
on furlough, including VINP Superintendent Brion Fitzgerald. The
only employees kept on staff were
two enforcement rangers, VINP
Deputy Superintendent Mike Anderson assigned as the point of
contact for the park, and a ranger
overseeing the VINP’s waste water facility.
While roads through VINP remained open, VINP enforcement
rangers placed barriers and yellow
tape across parking lots to keep
people off the closed beaches. The
barriers were quickly moved and
the tape pulled down as many residents and visitors alike ignored
the closure.
The move also meant the last
minute relocation of weddings
and the suspension of business
on VINP land like snorkel tours,

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliot

Francis Bay remained quiet last week after federal
officials okayed opening part of V.I. National Park.
kayak tours and more.
As a protest movement against
the beach closures grew on so-

cial media, Delegate to Congress
Donna Christensen explained to
federal officials the dire impact of

closing VINP on St. John, where
almost two-thirds of the island is
NPS land. V.I. Senator Tregenza
Roach also called for the Department of Interior to open the beaches.
Hours before a planned “beachparty” demonstration at Maho Bay,
set for Sunday, October 6, VINP
officials got word that they were
allowed to open the beaches. As
word spread across St. John of the
beaches being open, the planned
protest turned into a beach party
celebration.
With the beaches open, VINP
lifeguards returned to Trunk Bay
and other businesses were able to
return to work as well, and weddings have resumed. While VINP
beaches are open, Morris reminded residents that only beaches
and trails that lead to beaches are
open.

New Owners Gearing Up To Rent, Sell Units at Sirenusa
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Banco Popular is a great landlord, according to the new owners
of Sirenusa, the luxury condominium complex perched on five acres
high atop Jacob’s Ladder.
When the controversial development finally got underway —
after months of public meetings,
protests and impassioned pleas
both for and against the project —
sales apparently didn’t keep pace
with construction needs, and the
property eventually went into default.
Owed millions on the project,
Puerto Rico-based Banco Popular took possession of most of the
property a few years ago, which by
that time was just about complete.
There are a total of 22 units at
Sirenusa, eight of which are independently owned. Last month,
the Connecticut-based investment
fund Catalus Capital announced
its purchase of the remaining 14
units.
Instead of letting the property
fall into disrepair, Banco Popular
looked after the units, keeping
mold and brush at bay while maintaining the grounds and interiors

The lower portion of the property, however, is bare and needs
the most work. Olszewski was in
Continued on Page 18
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As construction on the luxury condominium development Sirenusa, above, is complete,
landscaping and finishing touches are still needed.
of the units, explained Catalus
Capital Managing Partner Marek
Olszewski.
“The bank did a great job
looking after the property,” said
Olszewski. “Except for a broken
microwave oven and little things

like that, the units are in great
shape. There is none of the mold
or other major things you would
think would happen to a place that
was sitting empty for a period of
time.”
“There was a full-time mainte-

nance person here the whole time,”
Olszewski said.
Today, the project appears complete, with construction wrapped
up and the buildings sporting fresh
paint and neatly trimmed green areas.
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New Coral Bay Site for Solid Waste Collection Included in Omnibus Bill
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Once considered a potential site
for a sprawling territorial park, a
section of Parcel 7 Remainder,
Estate Carolina in Coral Bay — a
170 acre tract of land which comprises most of the Carolina Valley — could be the home of a new
solid waste, recycling center and
more.
Three years ago, Senator at
Large Craig Barshinger and Heirs
of Egbert Marsh Trust — which
own the land — identified a federal grant which, if obtained,
would have paved the way for the
government to purchase the entire
170 acres that comprise Parcel 7
Remainder in Estate Carolina.
Plans at the time were for the
government to purchase the land
with funds from the grant and
some matching funds from the local government. The land would
have only been allowed to be used
as a park with bicycle and walking
paths.
While the V.I. Senate passed a
bill at the time, Act No. 7233, providing legislation for the Department of Property and Procurement
to purchase the land and create
the park, the grant was never ob-

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

The planned “convenience center” for waste and
recycling would located behind a buffer off King’s Hill
Road, above.
tained.
Now, part of that land is being
eyed as a potential site for a solid
waste and recycling center, as an
alternative to the current main
dumpster area near the mangroves;
with another area being set aside
for preservation.
Recently, the Senate passed an
Omnibus Bill which included an
amendment to Act No. 7233, calling for the Department of Property

and Procurement to purchase 20 of
those 170 acres for $1 million.
While the territorial park remains a part of the overall vision
for the area, the first phase of the
project identifies non-flooding
flat land where V.I. Waste Management Authority could build a
“Convenience Center” on King’s
Hill Road for solid waste and recycling.
The 20-acre portion of the land

also includes historic ruins of the
Carolina Plantation which will be
preserved separately as the beginnings of a future park area. An
adjacent roughly two-and-halfacre site would be set aside for
VIWMA’s new solid waste and
recycling center.
Section 8 of Bill 30-0249
amends Act No. 7233 to allow the
V.I. Waste Management Authority
to construct a Convenience Center
for recycling wastes, preservation
of the ruins on the property, and
the establishment of the Coral Bay
Parcel 7 Remainder Marsh Land
Trust.
“The existing language, as
amended by this section is designated as subsection (a), and subsections (b) and (c) are added and
read as follows: ‘(b) The Department of Property and Procurement
shall purchase the property identified in subsection (a) in phases in
accordance with the availability
and allocation of funds,” according to the bill. “(c) The Department of Property and Procurement
shall use $1,000,000 of the funds
appropriated in subsection (1) to
purchase no less than 20 contiguous acres in the flatter land portion
of Parcel Remainder, Estate Caro-

lina, Coral Bay Quarter, St. John,
including the historic Carolina
plantation ruins and a minimum of
300 feet of road frontage on King’s
Hill Road, Route, to accommodate
the Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority Convenience Center and other public infrastructure
purposes.”
The bill, which is still awaiting
a signature by Governor John deJongh, is consistent with community goals and would allow for the
relocation of the Coral Bay dumpsters, explained Coral Bay Community Council President Sharon
Coldren.
“As part of our series of planning discussions with the community, we realized that the flat part
of that land which is adjacent to
King’s Hill Road is some of the
highest in terms of elevation and
flattest land around,” said Coldren.
“This is some of the best land for
public infrastructure that is on a
public road.”
The area where VIWMA plans
to construct the new convenience
center starts at the intersection
of King’s Hill Road and William
Marsh Road and runs about 300
feet along King’s Hill Road to the
Continued on Page 16
Exclusive Rates from

$155

for residents of the
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico*.

Pure relaxation awaits you at
The Westin St. John Resort & Villas,
a refreshing 47-acre tropical hideaway
on the palm-lined shores of Great Cruz Bay.
call (866)716-8108 or Book online
www.westinresortstjohn.com/locals
UsVi/BVi residents: mention rate plan Vires
pr residents: mention rate plan prres

*Valid 9/5/13-10/14/13. Reservations must be made by
U.S. Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands or Puerto Rico
Resident. Must present valid ID upon check-in Subject to
availability and not applicable to groups. Not valid with any
other special offers or promotions. Children 18 and under
stay free in parents’ room {limit two children}. Tax and resort
service fee is additional. ©2013 Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved. Westin is the registered
trademark of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.
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Mongoose Junction
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776‐6548

(800) 626‐3445

Only a single lane of traffic can pass one of the several eroded sections of Centerline
Road, above.

DPW Still Is Waiting To Execute
Centerline Road Repair Contract
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
A full three years after Tropical Storm Otto damaged sections
of Centerline and Fish Bay Roads,
Department of Public Works officials have still not executed a contract to repair the heavily traveled
roadways.
But residents can expect to
see work begin soon, according
to DPW Commissioner Darryl
Smalls.
“As I previously stated, work
was supposed to commence in
the month of September,” said
Smalls. “However, the contract
has not been executed. It is still
going through the legal process.”
“I have been assured that the
contractor has been mobilizing
already,” Smalls said. “He has begun getting the material in place
and he is prepared to commence
as soon as we have a fully executed contract.”
While Smalls did not have
the information available during his interview with St. John
Tradewinds, he previously stated
that the contract was for a little
more than $1 million and was
granted to Island Roads Corporation.
Once repairs begin, the DPW

Commissioner estimated that the
work would take about 180 days
and would not entail closing Centerline Road, the sole roadway
which connects the hubs of Cruz
Bay and Coral Bay.
Smalls also could not answer if
the damaged section of Fish Bay
would be included in this round of
road work, he explained.
“I can’t answer that,” the commissioner said, and explained that
he did not have that information
on hand.
The Fish Bay Road section was
initially included in the overall
Federal Highway Administration
funded road repair project, but officials have not shared information
about the area in several months.
The road work will address
several areas of Centerline Road,
including the most heavily damaged section near the Upper Carolina subdivision turnoff, which
has been passable by only a single
lane since May.
Heavy rains during Tropical
Storm Otto in October 2010, initially weakened several sections
of Centerline Road and the section
of Fish Bay Road. In the wake of
that initial damage, DPW crews
did little but place orange cones
near the weakened areas.

Two and a half years later,
heavy rains this past May sent a
section of Centerline Road crumbling down the hillside. Days later,
larger cones appeared and orange
barriers were placed in the area.
As the hole grew larger, with
repairs delayed due to strict FHA
application requirements, residents circulated petitions, gathered near the area to get signatures
and demanded safety improvements on the single lane, partially
blind corner.
In June, signs announcing a
single lane ahead were erected on
either side of the affected area and
in July officials installed speed
bumps and an asphalt berm around
the most severely eroded area to
direct water away from the hole.
DPW’s plans, specifications
and estimates for the project were
finally approved by FHA on May
23. Bid packages were issued in
mid-June and initially due by July
16. That deadline was extended
and Island Roads was chosen as
the contractor in August.
While work was set to begin
last month, DPW Commissioner
Smalls said residents should see
work “any day.”
“The contract should be executed any day,” said Smalls.

chat@pattongold.com

www.pattongold.com

SKINNY LEGS
HALLOWEEN
PARTY!
THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 31ST
INNER-VISIONS
8 PM - ??

Get your costume ready
and enter the islands best
COSTUME CONTEST
Grand Prize: Weekend trip for 2 to St Croix
courtesy of BELLOWS, INTL.
And
Skinny legs
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Save the Dates: SJSA
Kimberly Boulon Gallery Caribbanese II
(An Evening with the Arts) The Marketplace 5:00 – 8:00
Friday, December 6
Friday, January 31
Friday, February 28
Sis Frank Concert Series
Benjamin Beilman – Tuesday, February 11, 7:30
SHEL – Thursday, March 6, 7:30
Trio Arbos – Friday, March 14, 7:30
Faculty Concert – Tuesday, April 15, 7:30
Broadway Comes to St. John
Friends and Family show, Friday, February 14 (time unknown)
Premiere – Angel Tickets, Saturday, February 15, 6:30
Possible Alumnae Concert
Saturday, January 4

U. S . V I RG I N I S L A N D S

501 (3) c
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

Friends of VINP Paddle in the Park
Race Set for Sunday, November 3
St. John Tradewinds
Friends of Virgin Islands National Park’s new paddleboard
race is coming up soon and creating much buzz and excitement in
the community.
Paddle the Park will build on
the success of the popular Beachto-Beach Power Swim over the
last 10 years and the growing popularity of standup paddle boarding. The standup paddleboard race
will be on Sunday, November 3,
and will likely become an annual
event.
The races will start and finish
at the Maho Bay Pavilion and will
consist of two concurrent courses.
The Open course is about three
miles and runs from Maho Bay to
Whistling Cay and back. The Elite
course is about five and a half
miles and runs from Maho, around
Whistling Cay, then around Cinnamon and back around Whistling
Cay and finally back to Maho.
The race will start at 9 a.m.
and finish between 11 a.m. and
noon, at which time an awards
ceremony and modest beach party
at the Maho Bay Pavilion will be
hosted.
Full information can be found
at on Friends of VINP’s website
at www.friendsvinp.org/paddle.
Be sure to check out the narrated
video maps of the race courses!

Phone and Online registration
are now open. The fees are $60
for adults who register before November 1 and $30 for youth under
age 18 who register before November 1. After November 1 the
fee for adults is $80 and for youth
the fee climbs to $50. There is no
registration the day of the event.
Registration fees include event
entry, race jersey (a water-friendly
rash guard that must be worn during the race) goodie bag and a picnic lunch at awards ceremony.
Participants may register online
at www.friendsvinp.org/paddle,
by phone at (340) 779-4940 or in
person at Friends of the Park store

or office in Mongoose Junction or
at Connections Cruz Bay or Coral
Bay.
Friends thanked the race sponsors who are supporting park
including Arawak Expeditions,
VI Orthopedics, Freebird Creations, West Indies Windsurfing,
Cruz Bay Watersports, St. John
Physical Therapy, Property King,
Rhumb Lines, Windsurf Adventures, BUZZ Radio, Ocean Potion
and St. John Brewers.
All proceeds benefit Friends’
programs and projects that protect,
preserve and educate within VINP.
What better reason to go paddle
boarding?

Delinquent Property Auctions Postponed

PO BOX 429, ST. JOHN, VI . 774-1625 . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY
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ISLANDTREASUREMAPS@GMAIL.COM

St. John Tradewinds
The Division of Real Property Tax, Office of
the Lieutenant Governor, has postponed the sale
of delinquent properties scheduled for October 30
and 31 on St. Croix and November 6 and 7 in the
St. Thomas/St. John District.
The auctions have been postponed in an effort
to allow more affected property owners to make
the arrangements needed to retain their properties.
Property owners whose names were recently
published in local newspapers and on the Lt. Governor’s website, www.ltg.gov.vi, are advised to
contact the Tax Collector’s Office in their respective district to make arrangements to resolve their
outstanding property tax balances.
Family members of now deceased property
owners whose names were published are also
encouraged to contact the Tax Collector’s office.

Property owners whose properties are in probate
are reminded to file their cases with the Recorder
of Deeds Office in their district.
Lieutenant Governor Gregory Francis hoped
that property owners would take advantage of the
auction delay.
“Many of these properties have been in families for generations, and have historic and sentimental value. For many of our local families, I
realize that economic challenges and what is often
a lack of clear ownership has led to the current
delinquent status,” Francis said. “By postponing
these auctions, I hope that property owners can
take those necessary measures to retain their properties — whether it is making arrangements for a
payment plan or taking legal action to establish
clear ownership of family properties.”
The Tax Collector’s Office can be reached at
776-6737 on St. John.
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Fourth graders smile for the camera, above, as sixth
grader Dylan Gumbs, at left, leads visitors around GBS’
reading room. Students enjoyed the bouncy house, below,
at last weeks’ Open House AYP Celebration.

GBS Students, Staff Celebrate Adequate
Yearly Progress with Family Fun Day
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Bouncy houses, hula hoops and
volleyball nets transformed Guy
Benjamin School last week into
the site of a family fun day on Friday, October 11.
Celebrating the school’s success
on its Adequate Yearly Progress
report — a facet of No Child Left
Behind Act designed to ensure that

Say No To WaPa

Island
solar V.I.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

300-watt panels
300-watt inverters
SunDrum solar hot water systems
Battery stand-alone systems
Energy audits
Diesel generators
Conventional solar hot water
systems
• Power management systems

schools are reaching goals in core
subjects — GBS staff and students
threw a party and invited everyone
out to the Coral Bay public elementary school. From the stewed
chicken and baked tilapia, there
was plenty of food and with two
bounce houses, a volleyball net
and ongoing tetherball and kickball games scheduled for the afternoon, no shortage of fun.

The day was also a chance for
community members to become
familiar with GBS, its quaint campus and well-maintained classrooms. The school’s population
was diminished this year when
Department of Education officials
transferred both the kindergarten
and first grade classes to Julius E.
Sprauve School in Cruz Bay.
Continued on Page 18

60,000 THANKS

Glass crushing/recycling coming to
St. John with your help!
You’ve helped us keep more than 60,000 pounds of
waste out of local landfills by donating and purchasing
household goods from the ReSource Depot.
Imagine how many more thousands of pounds could
be saved by recycling the island’s glass.

Grid-Tie Systems
as low as $3.50 per watt
includes shipping, permits and
hookup. No hidden costs.

“Off-grid living for over 12 years on Lovango Cay.”
Dan Boyd
t: 340-626-9685 e: islandsolarvi@gmail.com
We are an Authorized V.I. Energy Office Dealer • Licensed & Insured

Help us purchase a glass crusher by donating at

http://www.razoo.com/story/
Island-Green-Building-Association
Open Sat. 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. & Thurs. 7:30 a.m. to noon, at
Gifft Hill & Centerline, across from the Transfer Station
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GHS Students Baking
for ACC Flea Market

St. John Physical Therapy Headline:

Special to St. John Tradewinds
The Animal Care Center’s annual “No Fleas, Please,” Flea Market will be this Saturday, October 19, at Gifft Hill School’s Upper
Campus from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
In addition to great bargains for everything from housewares to
children’s toys, the “No Fleas, Please,” Flea Market will feature a
bake sale this year sponsored by GHS students.
Traditionally hosted at Winston Wells ball field in Cruz Bay,
this year the flea market has been relocated to the grounds of GHS
on Gifft Hill Road in order to avoid damage to the newly seeded
downtown ball field.
On Monday, October 8, the GHS’ Student Council met to discuss how the students could contribute to the event, and enthusiastically decided on a student bake sale. GHS Student Council
members determined that proceeds from the sale will be divided
between the school and the ACC.
GHS students have a history of helping out needy island organizations, and the ACC welcomes their partnership during the fundraiser. The flea market will feature furniture, housewares, decorative items including framed artwork, and a Children’s Table that
will offer a selection of books featuring animal themes or animal
characters in addition to a wide range of toys.
Donated goods are still being collected and can be dropped off
at the shelter on the library road in Cruz Bay. Help for picking up
large items can be arranged by calling the shelter at 774-1625.
The flea market will run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and all proceeds
will directly benefit the cats, kittens, dogs, and puppies at the shelter as well as at feeding stations throughout the island for homeless
cats and kittens.

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Mares Crane

Jessica Schnell and Caitlin Yengo
hosted a party last week and invited
the community to check out the new
home of St. John Physical Therapy.
Schnell and Yengo have moved
from The Marketplace to the Amoré
Building—right near the Cruz Bay
round-about. St. John Physical
Therapy offers both occupational and
physical therapy as well as massage
therapy. Office hours are Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information call (340)
514-2376.

GHS Gives Back Day Is Nov. 22
St. John Tradewinds
Gifft Hill School is proud to announce the 4th Annual “Gifft Hill
School Gives Back” community service day on Friday, November 22.
All students and faculty from preschool through 12th grade will take
part in this event and give back to the community with service projects throughout the day, all over the island. For more information, to
volunteer, or looking for help with a project at an organization, contact
Meghan Duffy or Molly Murrill at 776-1730.

Beautifying America’s Paradise
Providing Service for Over 20 Years
ROBERT CRANE

Huge Discount
on volume sales

ARCHITECT, A.I.A.
P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

Happy Holidays!
Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open TuesdaySunday 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Tel: 693-5579

(340) 776-6356

crane

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com
340-693-8500
Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations
KatiLady - since 1997
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Rhythm & Views
An outlook on young adult and student interests and concerns
by Raven Phillips-Love

Happy
Holidays!

Rumors and Dealing with “That Girl”
St. John Tradewinds
All around, rumors are horrible things. No matter
what you call it, bamming, melee, gossip, or even
dirt, rumors are all the same. They damage self esteem, relationships, lives and more.
Although it can come from both sides, I’ve noticed
that rumors get started and spread mostly by girls.
I feel like everybody knows that one girl who just
loves gossip. She starts almost all her sentences with
“I heard that” or “you didn’t hear this from me but.”
I can’t tell you how many horrible situations and
confrontations I have seen just because of rumors,
and most of them some how involved this girl. She
could be your cousin, sister, or even your best friend.
I can remember a time that I admitted to this girl
three major secrets: which boy I liked; which girl I
couldn’t stand; and a test I had cheated on. She had
been my friend for a long time so I trusted her completely. The very next day at school ended up being
one of the worst I had ever had at that school.
The girl I didn’t like was waiting for me outside the
classroom that morning. She confronted me in front
of my entire class; it was completely humiliating.
My day got worse once the teacher came in. She
told me to come with her to the principal’s office for a
chat. It turns out that my teacher and principal found
out about me cheating on the test. My punishment was
detention and I had to apologize to my classmates.
I cannot explain to you that mixed feeling of dread
and resentment in my stomach as I stood before my
peers and apologized. Once I finished, the laughing
began. Just reminiscing on that moment is enough to
make me itch! Among those pointing and laughing
at me were the boy I liked (who also happened to be
the brother of the girl I didn’t like) and my so-called
friend.
It turns out that not only had she told the girl what
I said about her, but she also told her about the boy
I liked, and about the test I cheated on. Not only did
she tell her. She told a lot of people about it. She told

so many people, that the news got around to the principal!
With a panic attack looming ahead, I ran out of the
room in shame. As I sat on the girl’s bathroom floor
contemplating the choices I made, I realized that I had
learned a valuable lesson (the hard way of course).
I should have never trusted this girl with my secrets. In every conversation we had, she would tell
me the secrets of others. I should have realized that
if she had no problem with telling me these people’s
secrets, that she would have no problem telling mine
to others.
Eventually the class got over what had happened
and I moved from that school to a new school. I decided that, from the first day, I would always be careful to whom I trusted and told my secrets.
I’m sure it may have crossed your mind, so yes.
The girl did get what was coming to her. During the
first week of school, she got jumped by a bunch of
girls whose secrets she was spreading across the
school.
Seeing her beaten, bloody, and being carried to the
nurse by the security guards taught me that rumors
should never be spread all over the place. If you know
that you can’t keep a secret, don’t let anybody tell you
their’s.
Being friends with “that girl” is a tricky conundrum. You guys may have history and she might be a
lot of fun to be around, but she can’t be trusted. You’d
think that the solution to the problem would just be
to not tell her your secrets, but it’s not that simple.
Being friends with her puts you in danger. She may
not be spreading your gossip all over the place, but
that doesn’t mean that she isn’t spreading someone
else’s!
The last thing you need is to be the person with her
when all her gossiping comes back to get her. More
than anything, you must remember that if somebody
tells you something about another person, please keep
it to yourself!

AARP, American Legion Hosting BBQ for Wounded Vets Nov. 9
St. John Tradewinds
Thanks to the fund raising in August done on St.
John, a group of wounded veterans with the Team
River Runner program will once again spend a
week at the Cinnamon Bay Campgrounds for rest,
relaxation and strengthening themselves with kayak trips.
On Saturday, November 9, after a day kayak trip,

the appetites of these warriors will be satisfied as
the St. John American Legion and AARP Chapter
get together to put on a BBQ featuring local dishes
and drinks as well as the faithful stand-by’s.
“This is our small way of saying thank you for
the sacrifices these young men and women have
given,” said Beverly Biziewski, President St. John
AARP Chapter #4777.

Re-Opening Friday, October 18 . Closed
ber Sundays
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To The Rescue
by Bob Malacarne, N-R, EMT

St. John Rescue Needs Your Help
St. John Tradewinds
St. John Rescue needs to be rescued.
As of this date we have not received our funding allotment from
the VI government. There was no
reason given; they just decided not
to give us our funding.

We are still providing our services as usual, however, our expenses for repairs of equipment
have increased. The service we
provide comes at a cost. Even
though we receive one third the
amount given to St. Thomas and to
St. Croix Rescues, we provide at

least as many services as they do.
We also provide services that
the other agencies do not. We are
working on getting our funding restored. We also have a few fundraisers in the works for the near
future.
Earlier in the spring we met with

December 7th 2013

at pickles starting at 11 am

a fundraiser for the coral bay community council
for more information on how to help now
email coralbaybazaar@gmail.com or call nancy at 340.775.0533

buy
local

shop
& ship

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

St. John Rescue volunteers practice extraction
exercises.
senators and discussed our issues.
Senator Donald Cole promised to
look into increasing our allotment.
We’re not sure how increasing it
actually turned into eliminating
our allotment.
Our other concern is the cost
of leasing our building. We really
would like to purchase our headquarters, however, no bank will
provide us with a mortgage. St.
John Rescue would like one of our
friends to finance our building. We
could make a monthly payment
which will probably be less than
what we are paying now. Please
consider financing our building.
The following St. John Rescue
members just completed a 48 hour
Emergency Medical Responder
class and are preparing for a 16
hour International Trauma Life
Support (ITLS) course October
18,19 and 20.
Dylan Baird, Tony Blackwell,
Mark Maunder, Chai Tetirick,
Maya Matthews Sterling, Rudell
Callwood, John Fitzgerald,Preston
Pollock, Elily Dulac all successfully completed the EMR course
on October 2. The ITLS class will
begin with a presentation by Boston First Responders. They will
discuss their experiences at the
Boston Marathon Bombing.
Instructors will also travel from
St. Croix for this event. St. John
Rescue, VI Fire Service, NPS,
EMS personnel will participate in
the ITLS training.
The members of St. John Rescue have devised a wish list for our
organization.
Top Needs Are:
- A generator, solar panels, a
new AC unit and a new roof for

our building.
- Firefighting equipment for our
rescue boat. Currently there is no
marine firefighting capability for
St. John waters. We could retrofit
our boat for about $10,000.
- Our rescue unit in Coral Bay
needs a new set of Jaws. The old
set there are no longer operable
and the manufacturer is out of
business. No repair parts are available.
I am sure that there are people
out there who could help us. Please
contact me at (340) 626-5118 or
any rescue member if you would
be able to help us.
It will be well appreciated and
100 percent of your donation will
go directly to our account to fund
the above items.

Calls for
September
•

•

September 25 - to
Contant for a male who
fell 18 feet off a roof and
landed on a tile landing.
We assisted EMS
with stabilization and
immobilization.
September 25 - to
Margaret Hill Trail for an
unconscious hiker. After a
long search, we found the
hiker who had regained
consciousness. It took
nearly 20 responders
from St. John Rescue,
VI Fire Service and NPS
to carry the hiker to the
ambulance. Both patients
are doing well.
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CBCC Annual Meeting at Potluck Is
November 4 at Miss Lucy’s Restaurant
St. John Tradewinds
November is the beginning of Coral Bay Community Council’s
membership year. Please consider becoming a member this year
and supporting CBCC with participation in its numbers; which
stands at 400 now!
Annual dues are $50 a person, but any amount will be welcomed. Applications are on the website www.coralbaycommunitycouncil.org, at the CBCC office as well as at Connections East
and Keep Me Posted.
CBCC is hosting its Annual Meeting and potluck on Monday,
November 4, at Miss Lucy’s from 4:30 to 7 p.m. with dinner at
5:30 p.m.

SJSA Seeking Volunteers To Help
With “Broadways Comes to St. John”
St. John Tradewinds
SJSA is looking for volunteers to help with its major fundraiser
“Broadway Comes to St. John.”
Do you sew; would you like to help make props and scenery; or
be a part of the back stage crew? Please call SJSA at 779-4322 for
more information on how to get involved.

Applications for Food Fair Available
St. John Tradewinds
The St. Thomas/St. John Agriculture and Food Committee announced last week that applications for the November 16 and 17
Agriculture and Food Fair are available at UVI Cooperative Extension Service on St. Thomas and the Department of Agriculture in
Estate Dorothea and Coral Bay, St. John
The deadline for submitting applications is Friday, October 18.
For more information call 693-1080 or 774-5182.

Yelena Rogers Photography
PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831
340-774-4027 603-401-4757

Gifft Hill School Turns 35:
“A Lot of Chicken Legs and Love”
Part II

By Janet Cook-Rutnik
St. John Tradewinds
In 1989, the islands were hit by Hurricane Hugo,
the first major hurricane in decades. It stripped the
islands clean of all vegetation while leaving most
parts of St. John without power for three months. Pine
Peace was the first school to reopen in the territory
and as parents began rebuilding their homes and lives,
their children were in school, safe and cared for by the
Pine Peace school staff.
By then, the school went up to 5th grade and in
1991 the new playground was completed and the
school graduated it’s first 6th grade class. Our daughter, Sophie, was in that class and now her son, Jameer,
is in the same building in Pre-K. Dorothy and Peter
Muilenburg’s granddaughters, Alegra and Missy are
now in 6th and 9th grades at Gifft Hill School.
In 1991, after 6th grade a decision had to be made
by parents as to what was next. It was either Sprauve
School or Antilles. Most chose Antilles, but it was expensive and required a lot of travel. We were a feeder
school for Antilles and they were grateful for the welleducated and talented students Pine Peace produced.
Pine Peace School kept getting bigger and better,
and in 1996 the school received Middle States accreditation. In 1999 the new computer center and library
were completed.
Along the way the Coral Bay School was founded
as a high school. The founders were looking at a location in Coral Bay, (hence the name) but were located
in Cruz Bay. Through dedicated volunteers, parents
and staff, just like Pine Peace School, they were able
to achieve a great deal under difficult circumstances

Service	
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but were unable to acquire land and funding for a
Coral Bay campus.
Finally, in 2005 the schools joined forces and Pine
Peace School became the Gifft Hill School. Finally
the school’s location and name matched!
This brings us here today where the Upper and
Lower campuses are spread out along a ridge overlooking the V.I. National Park, a more scenic and
breezy location than its founding parents ever imagined.
Where through the efforts and generosity of the St
John community, the school still expands and grows
to meet the needs of the community. Where a student
can now enter as a pre-schooler and graduate as a senior. Where unique educational opportunities in agriculture, the arts, sports, are commingled with quality
education to give its graduates a strong foundation for
success.
As you listen to these remembrances, we want you
to think about all those who came before you, and
know that you are a product of their groundwork and
that you are now responsible for continuing this success story. Gifft Hill School is now yours!
So, as we said in the beginning, it was chicken legs
and love: love of life, love of children, love of St John
that has made it all possible. We will continue to support its mission, which is to educate and nurture students to become all things possible to themselves and
their community and the world we live in.
We are blessed to have 35 years of growth and success and we are challenged to continue our story for
another generation of students, perhaps someday your
children.

canines, cats & critters

Our new location is 2.5 miles out of Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

going on
vacation?

D o n’ t f o r g e t t o p l a n f o r y o u r p e t ’ s v a c a t i o n , t o o.
Canines Cats and Critters Boarding Facility and Day Care
Call 693-7780 for a reservation or tour today!

boarding

grooming

pet supplies

tel: 693-7780 l email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com
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Indians with their cache of
gauvaberries.

St. John Tradewinds News Graphic
Courtesy of Chuck Pishko

St. John Tradewinds News Photos

V.I. First Lady Cecile deJongh participated in
Jumpstart’s Read for the Record Initiative.

Guavaberry Trees are Fruiting
St. John Tradewinds
Guavaberry trees are short, good-looking and produce bee nectar. The seeds are big (0.4 inches), but
also contain a large seed. The flesh around the seed is
aromatically fragrant and makes a delicious pungentflavored jam or juice.
If you have them on your property make sure your
bush cutter leaves them alone. The trees prefer hilly
slopes where they can reach for the sun. This proclivity for hills makes it even more expensive to harvest
and there’s no definite fruiting time.
The juice of guavaberries is mixed with rum to
produce a liqueur that is steeped with legend and folklore. In the Yuletide when it was customary for people
to go from door to door singing for guavaberry, “I
come for meh guava berry so put it on the table.”
Glenn “Kwabena” Davis made a choral arrangement which was sung by the St. John Singers at their
Christmas concerts. It really puts you in the holiday
mood.
Margaret Barwich, in her encyclopedia on Tropical and Sub-Tropical Trees, wrote that “this delicious,
aromatic rum-based liqueur has been brewed for centuries and there are those with a special aptitude for
making it.”
I can vouch for that. My friend and guavaberry
mentor, “Miss Nita”, passed last August and though
she taught me a lot, it’s still a mystery to me. I’ve
only seen it in a large carboy in a cupboard, never in
a liquor cabinet.
I did make an ingredient list which includes sorrel fruit, ginger root, cinnamon bark, prunes, raisins,
vanilla beans, and cane sugar. I can’t match the flavor; in fact sampling several different local variations
leads me to conclude that there is not a perfect combination.
About 1984, a restaurant in Phillipsburg, St.
Maarten began making guavaberry liqueur using an
olde recipe. It became so popular that they started a

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Oriel Smith

Local guavaberries are ready to be
picked.
separate small company. Wild Sint Maarten Guavaberry Liqueur began to sell locally, and then was exported to the other islands. Employees of the company carry baskets and buckets up the goat paths to
the warm green hills in the center of the island where
the guava berry trees grow profusely.
Here, fighting off the birds, they pick berries systematically by hand. Back down the hill, the berries
are washed and then steeped in big wooden barrels
with golden Caribbean rum and locally grown brown
sugar.
The mature liqueur has a unique, woody, fruity,
bittersweet flavor. It is bottled, corked, and finished
by hand. Guavaberry is the national liqueur of St.
Maarten.
I have found that brewing guavaberry liqueur is
better left to the local experts.

First Lady Cecile deJongh
Reads to Students
St. John Tradewinds
On Thursday, October 3, V.I. First Lady Cecile deJongh participated in Jumpstart’s Read for the Record initiative.
DeJongh joined children and adults across the country to set a
new world record for the largest shared reading experience — part
of a nationwide early education awareness campaign that each fall
focuses national attention on the importance of reading.
The V.I. First Lady read to a 21-student kindergarten class that
is combined with regular and therapeutic students. In addition to
interacting with deJongh, each student received a bag, their own
copy of the book deJongh read, “Otis,” a hand fan featuring the
main character Otis and a bookmark.
Read for the Record, presented in partnership with the Pearson Foundation, is the annual event when millions of individuals
come together to celebrate literacy by breaking the world record
for reading the same book on the same day.
On October 3, adults and children across the United States read
the official campaign book, Penguin’s Otis, by New York Times
bestselling author Loren Long, with many reading the free digital
version available at We Give Books.
We Give Books, the digital reading initiative from the Pearson
Foundation and Penguin, again this year made the campaign book
available for free through wegivebooks.org.
Millions of people were expected to read Otis, the unforgettable
children’s story of friendship and loyalty, in classrooms, libraries,
community centers, homes and more.

Students and teachers at Bowsky School on St.
Thomas celebrated reading with Cecile de Jongh.
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Views abound from the many decks and open air gazebo at Sonnenberg in Coral Bay.

Enjoy Views from Bordeaux Mountain to Tortola
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Stretch out on one of the ample
decks at Sonnenberg and soak up
sweeping views from Bordeaux
Mountain all the way to Sage
Mountain on nearby Tortola.
Sonnenberg, for sale for $1.2
million, is a four bedroom, five
bathroom home located on Seagrape Hill overlooking Coral Bay
Harbor, Hurricane Hole and the
verdant chain of British Virgin Islands, explained Holiday Homes
of St. John sales associate Sandra
Mohler.
Spacious decks are found
throughout this beachy home. The
oversized swimming pool area is
surrounded by decks and also features a convenient cabana, which
would also be a great area to accommodate extra guests, explained
Mohler.
“Sonnenberg has a large pool
surrounded by ample decks for

lounging and water volleyball,”
said Mohler. “There is another cottage on the other side of the pool
that provides more guest accommodations and, or, would function
great as a bar for parties.”
Enjoy stunning Caribbean sunrises from the decks, which also
surround the two bedroom, two
bathroom upper level living area.
Inside Sonnenberg has a light,
beachy feel which makes one immediately feel on vacation, Mohler
added.
“The pickled Cyprus and tasteful decor with a beach theme set
the style for an island getaway,”
she said.
An airy great room features
high ceilings and leads to the openconcept kitchen. Step off the main
living level deck to a spacious gazebo overlooking the calm, azure
waters of Hurricane Hole. The
gazebo is also the perfect location
from which to enjoy meals al fres-

co, Mohler added.
A separate apartment found on
the lower level of the main house
would be ideal for visiting family or as a caretaker’s unit. Woodworkers will delight in the large
open-air workshop found on the
lower level at Sonnenberg
“On the lower level of the main
house is a separate apartment for
guests or caretaker beside a large
open air workshop with all the
tools included,” Mohler said. “Below the main house and apartment
there are some basic bunkrooms
for the overflow of a large family
gathering.”
Located in a gated community
just up Seagrape Hill, Sonnenberg
is just a short drive to the dining
and nightlife of Coral Bay and
close to the North Shore’s alabaster beaches.
Sonnenberg is priced to sell
and comes fully furnished, Mohler
added.

“The home comes fully furnished and is ready for a large
family to move right in or to use as
a short term rental,” said the Holiday Homes sales associate. “The
layout offers the option of a separate apartment for a caretaker, and
a pool cabana for guest accommodations.”
“The affordable price reflects
the aging owner’s need to accept
his wife’s desire to stay closer to
their stateside home,” Mohler said.

“They are ready to step away so
others can start enjoying the comfort of the fully equipped home.
It’s time for a new generation of
fun loving sun seekers to start the
next island adventure.”
“Just bring the swim wear and
sunglasses, and make your own
family’s island style memories,”
said Mohler.
For more information on Sonnenberg call Mohler at (340) 5145968 or (340) 774-8088.
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A Day of Painting To Honor Our V.I. National Park

Next Deadline:
Thursday, Oct. 17th

2012

2013-To-Date

Homicides: 1

Homicides: 0

Shootings: 1

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 1

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 3

1st Degree Burglaries: 1

2nd Degree Burglaries: 3

2nd Degree Burglaries: 1

3rd Degree Burglaries: 40

3rd Degree Burglaries: 21

Grand Larcenies: 72

Grand Larcenies: 54

Rapes: 1

Rapes: 1

Crossword Answers — Puzzle on Page 20

With my deepest gratitude to the Virgin Islands
National Park and all who serve it, I spent Sunday,
October 6, the day the VINP beaches reopened, painting three successive scenes that encompass a breadth
of beauty from our park land and waters: From Trunk
Cay, The Durloes And St. Thomas, Morning; Whistling Cay To Jost Van Dyke, Mid Day; Towards Maho
Bay and Tortola, Late Afternoon.
These three 12-by-16-inch framed oil paintings,
on view at Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery in The
Marketplace and www.kimberlyboulon.com, will be
raffled off, one each evening, at the Opening Receptions of the Gallery’s “An Evening With The Arts”
Series - Caribbanese 2, 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday, Decem-

ber 6, January 31, and February 28.
Tickets may be purchased for $10 each or six
for $50 on Tuesdays or Thursdays at the Gallery or
through St. John School of the Arts, at (340) 7794322. You do not need to be present to win. Proceeds
go to benefit SJSA.
May I express my appreciation for all of the National Park’s efforts and passion, both visible and behind the scenes, to protect, preserve and provide for
all of our enjoyment, much of one of the most beautiful islands in the world and its surrounding waters.
I consider it a privilege to behold and experience
its natural wonders.
Kimberly Boulon

IEKHS Tilapia Farm Destruction Is “Unspeakable Act
of Vandalism,” Say DOE Commissioner
I was shocked today to learn of the unspeakable
act of vandalism that has resulted in the almost total
destruction of the Kean High tilapia farm.
It is incredibly disappointing and outrageous that
someone would deliberately comprise an initiative
that is so beneficial for our students, who have invested much time and effort into developing the farm, raising and harvesting the fish and creating a sustainable
agriculture and aquaponics program that just received
national acclaim from First Lady Michelle Obama
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which spotlighted the program in its recent fall newsletter.
I understand that the school now has to rebuild
with the few hatchlings left remaining in the tanks - I

admire the positive attitude of the staff, who have said
today, in the wake of the incident, that they will continue to persevere. Thank you for you dedication.
I am making it clear now that heinous acts such
as these must not be condoned and I am also reaching out to everyone in our community - we need your
support to make sure incidents like these never happen again.
I am also putting my full trust in our law enforcement officials as they work to catch whoever is responsible for this horrible act.
Donna Frett-Gregory,
Acting Commissioner
V.I. Department of Education

Domestic Violence Awareness Month Recognized
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
serves as an opportunity for us to rededicate ourselves
to ensuring that every victim of domestic violence is
safe and offenders are held accountable for their actions.
The statistics relating to domestic violence in our
country are staggering. One in four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime and nine
women in the U.S. Virgin Islands have died as a result
of domestic violence since 1994. Many more have
been injured; some who have never come forward,
not to mention that some continue to deny its many
forms.
Almost every social ill our community and other
communities face can at least in part be traced back to
our children witnessing violence by or against people
close to them. By ending domestic violence we would
be taking a giant step towards a better community.
Each year across the nation, thousands of domes-

tic violence victims no longer have to live in fear because of important victim protections under the Violence Against Women Act known as VAWA. Since its
enactment in 1994, VAWA has had a long history of
uniting lawmakers through the common purpose of
protecting victims of domestic violence.”
I commend Virgin Islands organizations such as
the Women’s Coalition of St. Croix, The Family Resource Center in St. Thomas and St. John, and other
advocacy groups who are doing a tremendous job
providing free service to domestic violence victims,
victims of crimes and their families.
We should all commit ourselves to the victims,
families and advocates across the territory and this
nation, and continue to make efforts to ensure that no
woman, man or child has to live with the fear of mental and or physical abuse.
Donna Christensen
Congresswoman

submit your opinions to: editor@tradewinds.vi
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Senator-at-Large
Report
By Senator Craig Barshinger
Using Capital Improvement Fund
for St. John Capital Improvements
St. John Tradewinds
The long summer of budget hearings is over. Last
week the Legislature passed a budget for fiscal 2014.
It was a hard task, as revenues are down and expenses
are high, especially for social safety net needs.
The challenge started in June, when the Governor
sent us a budget that was two weeks late and out of
balance by $28 million. By law the budget submitted
by the Governor must be in balance, that is to say
that the projected revenues and planned expenditures
must be the same number. He violated the law by saying that it was up to the senate to balance the budget.
However, we did it, passing a balanced budget,
while still maintaining the restoration of the 8 percent
for government workers.
The budget consists of about 21 small bills and one
big bill that contains the main spending authorization
for the Executive Branch of the Government. Most
of the small bills are transfers from one account to
another, however one bill, # 30-224, was of great interest to St. John residents.
Unbelievably, Governor deJongh submitted this
bill to “raid” the St. John Capital Improvement Fund
in order to haul trash. No money from the St. Croix
Capital Improvement Fund is used to haul trash on
St. Croix. On St. Thomas, trash is hauled with money
from the General Fund.
No one can say why he feels that it is okay to violate 33 VIC §3057a, but the Governor has made a
habit of it, even after it was prohibited by law. We
prohibited this via legislation, and then had to override the Governor’s veto, with the help of St. John
residents whose activism supported the override.
Annually, $1.5 million from our property taxes
are deposited into the St. John Capital Improvement
Fund, to be used for things like road repairs, a Traditional Vendor’s Plaza, Parking expansion, or securing
land for the Coral Bay Park. In short, to be used for
Capital Improvements on the island of St. John. In
the past two years, the Governor took out $3 million
to haul trash.
How can the Governor tap the fund for operating
expenses such as hauling trash?
“Notwithstanding the use limitation established in
33 VIC section 3057(a),” is the phrase that is used.
The powerful word, “notwithstanding,” negates
the entire VI code. This was done by the Legislature
in 2011 and 2012, by a Legislature that was not sufficiently sympathetic to St. John.
Here is the good news — the 30th Legislature
rejected budget bill 30-0224. That bill would have
transferred $1.5 million from the St. John Capital Improvement Fund to the V.I. Waste Management Au-

thority and the Department of Public Works. It was
the only budget bill that failed. Here are the senators
who stood with me and with St. John in rejecting the
illegal raid on the fund: Sens. Jackson, Millin Young,
Malone, Roach, Buckley, Capehart, Gittens, Hansen,
Nelson and O’Reilly.
As I told my colleagues, St. John is willing to use
its Capital Fund to assist the Waste Management Authority and Public Works, but it must be a true capital
improvement. It’s that simple.
During the budget session, majority leader Senator
Donald Cole was off-island supporting his wife who
was in the states for surgery (it went well and she is at
home, recovering.) During that time, I stepped in as
acting majority leader.
One of my tasks was to coordinate the drafting
of bill 30-0248, which was a mini-omnibus bill that
contained measures to support the budget. It had 15
sections, with contributions from a majority of senators. All of the sections were drafted to either increase
revenues or cut costs through greater efficiency.
It was very short for an omnibus, only 12 pages.
But it will be responsible for over $30 million in additional revenues. There were sections on Internet
Gambling, Fairness in Taxation, directing funding to
WAPA to increase efficiency and lower costs, and retaining more gederal dollars in the territory for Community Development Block Grants. Section 8 of the
omnibus concerned St. John directly.
You may remember that three years ago, I sponsored
Legislation to create a Coral Bay Park that would preserve the Marsh Estate Ruins and offer hiking, biking
and other recreational activities on the 170 acre parcel
known as Parcel 7 Remainder in Coral Bay.
The Legislation passed and became Act 7233, with
$4 million appropriated from the St. John Capital
Improvement Fund, of which $1 million was “allotted,” meaning ready to spend. But the deal was never
consummated, because our partner, the Forest Legacy
Program of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, did not
come through. The Forest Legacy was to supply two
thirds of the purchase price. So the project remained
in limbo.
My office and other community groups continued
to work with Mr. Sheldon Marsh, who is in charge of
Parcel 7 Rem. on behalf of the Egbert Marsh Trust.
We reformulated and expanded the vision, to include
additional uses for the land, and to acquire it in phases.
The original vision of preserving the ruins remains.
Rather than a static display such as Annaberg, Mr.
Marsh envisions bringing the Parcel 7 ruins to life, in
Continued on Page 23

Island Green Building Association
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Church Directory
Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays
776-6316, 776-6254
Bethany Moravian Church
Divine Worship 10 a.m., except second Sundays start at 9 a.m., 776-6291
Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304
Sunday School 10 a.m.,
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.
Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach
Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Christian Science Society
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace
Wednesday Testimonials
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month
The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard
Cruz Bay Baptist Church
Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315
Emmaus Moravian Church
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713
Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m.
Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays,
340-715-053
Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship,
Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884
Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m.
776-6731
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Saturdays 6 p.m.; Sundays 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.
Tuesdays and Fridays at 7 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 a.m.
776-6339
St. John Methodist Church
Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477
St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m.,
Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230
St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.
Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

New Coral Bay Site for Solid Waste Collection
Continued from Page 4
detention pond. The center would
not be located right one the road,
but be set back behind a buffer,
Coldren added.
The main Coral Bay dumpsters,
now located near sensitive mangrove habitat in a highly visible
area, would move to the VIWMA’s
new convenience center, Coldren
explained.
“The dumpsters would move
there, but not as the dumpsters
are now,” she said. “The center
will be a better facility and would
sort trash and recyclables so there
would be less trash flow out of
Coral Bay.”
The actual center would be built
by VIWMA, but CBCC officials
are in a position to help as well,
Coldren explained.
“CBCC has a Department of
Agriculture grant to do solid waste
management planning,” said Coldren. “It’s a planning grant, but if
we can get a site lined up and the
land owner committed to selling,
the planning can be site-specific.”
The two and a half acres set
aside for the “Convenience Center” would also include enough
land for future uses, Coldren added.
“The amendment calls for
enough land to be purchased that
there would be a buffer for the center so it would not be directly on
the road and space for future public infrastructure,” said the CBCC
President. “It will be aesthetically
attractive and, hopefully, will be
the site of future public infrastructure items like government offices
and a community center.”
Most of the flat land near the
water in the Coral Bay area is wetlands or flood area, limiting how
much usable land is available for
community infrastructure needs,
Coldren explained.
“For the most part, flat land near
the water is actually wetlands that

“The dumpsters
would move there, but
not as the dumpsters
are now.The center will
be a better facility and
would sort trash and
recyclables so there
would be less trash
flow out of Coral Bay.”
– Sharon Coldren,
CBCC president

can’t be built on,” she said. “Even
if some of the landowners were
willing to sell, the land itself is
not suitable. There are really few
choices.”
While the section of Parcel 7
Remainder, Estate Carolina is actually included in the flood plain,
according to Coldren the land does
not flood and could easily get a
different designation.
“This particular land is higher
in elevation and there shouldn’t be
flooding issues if the right kind of
measures are taken,” Coldren said.
“It is in the flood plain, but could,
with simply filing some paperwork, be designated differently.”
VIWMA officials have seen and
okayed the site, Coldren added.
While the route from territorial park to “convenience center”
seems twisty, the new plans for
the land present better options, according to Coldren.
“The grant for the territorial
park, which didn’t happen, would
have preserved all of that land and
we couldn’t have done anything
with it,” she said. “That includes
some of the best land we have in
Coral Bay for future public infrastructure including the waste
management infrastructure that we
all know we need so much. And
Public Works needs some infrastructure and we certainly need a

community center.”
Coldren envisions VIWMA’s
“convenience center” to include a
solar panel covered roof with little
noise pollution, she explained.
“If I dream of the perfect VIWMA location it would have a
covered roof structure that was
topped with solar panels, which
do not glare because they absorb
light,” said the CBCC President.
“That would reduce any noise
coming from the area and it would
be a win-win for everyone.”
The Omnibus Bill passed by the
VI Senate on September 30 also
allows for the government to purchase additional sections of Parcel
7 Remainder with the idea of realizing that once planning territorial
park, Coldren added.
“What this does is allow for the
purchase of 20 acres for $1 million
which includes the most important
parts of the land; the flat land for
infrastructure and the historic ruins of Carolina Plantation,” said
Coldren. “This is a great first step
and leaves things open for the next
right steps for what the land will
be used for.”
The public will still have a
chance to share their ideas about
uses for Parcel 7, Remainder Estate Carolina, Coldren added.
Before any construction or
preservation work begins, the bill
first has to be approved by Governor John deJongh, then there will
be a series of zoning and Coastal
Zone Management hearings, she
explained.
“But the first step is to acquire
the land and then the government
and the community can work together for good things in the future,” said Coldren. “CBCC, with
the solid waste management planning grant, has money to assist
in the planning effort and will be
able to help acquire future federal
funds to build the waste management structure.”
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Letters to Tradewinds
Business Owners Should Apply for
Relief from Government Closure
What can St. John’s small business owners do regarding the closure of
the Virgin Islands National Park?
For small businesses in the U.S. Virgin Islands, the government shutdown of 2013 may result in what could be the greatest economic disaster
in decades. With high season only a month away, small businesses in and
around St. John have come to a screeching halt. How could the government shutdown cripple an entire island’s economy?
The Virgin Islands National Park consumes about 75 percent of this
nine mile long island. One could accurately state that the island of St.
John is the VINP. Virtually all of the island’s small business operate in
and around the VINP. Those businesses not directly tied to local tourism,
rely solely on the businesses that are. The closure of the VINP is nothing
short of catastrophic for the local economy and the people of St. John.
This is not the first large-scale economic disaster the island has experienced. Hurricane Hugo in 1989 and Hurricane Marilyn in 1995 caused
wide-spread economic and physical losses. Luckily, the Federal Government was there to help the islands recover. Agencies like the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and The U.S. Small Business Administration’s Office of Disaster Assistance came to the aid of the island
and directly contributed to the successful recovery and thriving economy
here – until now.
The devastation caused from the September 11 terrorist attacks also
had a considerable impact on tourism and the local economy. Thankfully,
once again the Federal Government was there and the SBA made disaster loan assistance available to local businesses through its Economic
Injury Disaster Loan program.
If not resolved soon, this man-made (government created) disaster has
the potential to inflict economic losses on par with the devastating natural disasters of years past and with the grim outlook on Capitol Hill, it is
likely the impact on the local economy may exceed the impact of both
Hurricane Marilyn and Hurricane Hugo combined. For island business,
you might say the Federal Government has created the “Perfect Storm.”
So I ask the Federal Government (in particular the SBA), will you
stand by the local small businesses through what may be the worst economic disaster to hit the island in our near 100 year history? While partisan politics hold our nation’s economy hostage, will the Federal Government take swift and immediate action to help mitigate the devastating
and catastrophic impact this congressional gridlock is causing on the
local economy? What must be done to trigger such assistance? How can
the government help if they are closed?
Here are the answers to such questions:
What must be done to trigger such assistance? To trigger the SBA’s
Disaster Loan Program, the President will often immediately declare a
specific area a Federal disaster area. When not immediately declared by
the President, the Governor of the affected state (or in this case — territory) must make a request for Federal Disaster Assistance to the President.
If immediate action is not taken to make the SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program available to the local small business community
in St. John, many business owners will be left without the working capital necessary to keep their businesses afloat. So after reading this, contact the Governor’s office and urge them to make a request for Federal
disaster assistance.
To sign our petition urging the territory government take immediate
action and request an economic injury disaster declaration, go to http://
www.gopetition.com/petitions/sba-assistance-for-usvi.html. You can
also visit the newly created Facebook site for this effort at https://www.
facebook.com/DisasterAssistanceUSVI.
Eddie Pool

Guest Opinion
It’s Time for an Intervention
The American public has lost patience with Washington. The question is, now what?
Congress is unable to do its job. It displays neither competence nor responsibility, lurching from
crisis to crisis. Too many of its members reject the
notion that accommodation and time-honored procedures allow them to fulfill their responsibilities to
the American people. They use their legislative skill
to engage in brinksmanship rather than address the
country’s fundamental problems. Economic growth?
Creating jobs? Putting the federal budget on a sustainable path? Don’t look to Congress.
We do not have to continue down this road, but
we do have to tackle a core problem: the political
center in Congress has weakened to the point of
ineffectiveness, if not near-irrelevance. Part of the
answer lies with the electorate: more people have to
turn out to vote. The more people who vote, the better the chances to strengthen the political center —
that is, moderates and pragmatists. A healthier Congress rests on expanding efforts to convince people
to vote, and beating back the barriers to voting.
The second solution lies with Congress. Contemplating a government shutdown, one congressman
recently explained his stance by saying, “All that re-

ally matters is what my district wants.”
This is not an uncommon view, but it’s distressingly limited. Our system depends on members who
believe it’s also their responsibility to lead and inform voters, who are willing to weigh the national
interest as well as parochial concerns and who have
confidence in our system to resolve political differences.
In other words, we need members of Congress
devoted to making the system work, legislators who
realize that those who line up on the other side of
them feel just as passionately about their positions,
respect those differences, and are committed to finding common ground.
We change laws and solve our most difficult issues in this country not by bringing government to
a halt, but by fighting out the issues before the voters in an election. At the end of the day, we have to
move the country forward — and we need to elect
members of Congress who are willing and able to
do that.
– Lee H. Hamilton
Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at Indiana University. He was a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

VIWMA Upgrades Pump Station

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Mares Crane

V.I. Waste Management officials last week had a little water on their hands
as they continue upgrading the Cruz Bay pump station, which has last been
modernized 25 years ago.
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Business Directory
Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987
or locally 340-776-6152

Island Getaways
888-693-7676,
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com
Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

A/C & Refrigeration

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Real Estate

Debbie Hayes, GRI
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com
Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI 00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Dr. Cool | St. John 693-9071
A/C Refrigeration and Appliances
Mitsubishi A/C Diamond Dealer
Sub-Zero, Wolf, Bosch, Viking

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI 00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Architecture

Restaurants

Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI 00831

Banking

Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881
Scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552

Green Building

Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar
Series info and ReSource Depot
inventory

Insurance

PGU Insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com
Theodore Tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry

R&I Patton goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping

Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

St. John Tradewinds News Photos Courtesy of Catalus Capital

Some units at Sirenusa include their own pools, above,
and a shared pool and club house is available for all
guests.

Fish Trap Restaurant
and Seafood Market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays
La Tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week
Skinny Legs
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services

C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047
Located in Coral Bay
Island Solar
"Off the Grid Living for 10 Years"
tel. 340-642-0531

Wedding Services

Weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel
Coordination, Accommodations

New Owners Gearing Up To Rent, Sell Units at Sirenusa
Continued from Page 3
the process of interviewing local
landscaping companies last week
to do just that.
“Definitely the lower area needs
to be landscaped and we’re going
to hire locally for that,” said Olszewski. “The lower portion needs to
be filled in and the whole property
will need more upkeep.”
“We know there has been a
lot of concern in the community
about what this property would
become,” he said. “We’re going to
use St. John companies whenever
we can. It’s important for us be
good neighbors.”
And Catalus Capital is already
taking steps in that direction; the
company donated a weekend at
Sirenusa to be raffled off during
Woody’s Seafood Saloon’s breast
cancer fundraiser block party on
Friday, October 18.
For those who don’t win the
weekend get-away, two units at
Sirenusa are already available for
rent, while Catalus is in the pro-

Marek Olszewski
cess of finishing four more units
for short-term rentals in time for
this high-season.
The units are two and three
bedrooms and range from 2,000
to 4,000 square feet. In addition to
the private units, there is also an air
conditioned club house with wifi,
a fully equipped gym and a shared
pool at Sirenusa. The units run be-

“We know there
has been a lot of
concern in the
community about
what this property
would become. We’re
going to use St. John
companies whenever
we can. It’s important
for us be good
neighbors.”

– Marek Olszewski,
Catalus Capital Managing Partner

tween $407 and $1,150 per night
depending on the time of year.
For more information on renting
units at Sirenusa, check out www.
vrbo.com
While none of the units are listed
for sale yet, Olszewski said some
will become available, although he
declined to name potential prices.
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Crime Stoppers — U.S.V.I.
St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers is asking
you to continue to help law enforcement control crime. If you
know something, say something as the cost of all crime is
ultimately paid for by the law
abiding citizens of the community via higher prices and
higher taxes.
Even the smallest bit of information may be just what is
needed to identify and arrest
the criminals involved in the
following crimes.
St. John
On Friday, September 27, at
about 12:30 p.m., V.I. Police
Department officers received a
report that an iPhone had been
stolen from the area of the High
Tide Restaurant in Cruz Bay.
Please help police recover and
return this phone.
St. Thomas
On Saturday, September 28,
at 11:25 p.m., officers were
called to the Frenchtown area
during the “Night Out Against
Gun Violence” event. Officers
discovered an unresponsive
black male lying on the ground
with multiple gunshot wounds.
The man, identified as 27-yearold Andre Christian, died at
the scene. Another man who
had been shot several times

was taken to the hospital in a
private vehicle. If you know
anything about these shootings,
please tell us as your information will help to put an end to
the violence.
St. Croix
On Sunday, September 29,
at about 6:45 p.m., 30-yearold Leodel Isles was shot and
killed in the vicinity of a vacant
parking lot across from Cane
Bay beach. A witness gave a
description of a light-skinned
male with dreadlocks leaving
the area on foot. Tell us what
you know and help stop the
violence that is taking the lives
of our young men.
Step up. Be part of the solution. Continue to help make
our islands a safer place to live
and visit by telling us what you
know about these, or any other
crimes, at www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or by calling 1-800222-TIPS (8477). You can also
text “USVI” plus your message
to CRIMES (274637). All three
of these methods will keep you
anonymous.
If your tip leads to an arrest
or the recovery of stolen property, illegal drugs, or weapons,
you will receive a cash reward
of up to $2,500 to be paid according to your instructions.

VIPD Safety TIPS

Emergency Numbers:
Land Line: 911
Cellular: 340-776-9110
Police Dept: 340-693-8880
Fire: 340-776-6333
Wednesday, October 2
10:15 a.m. - A citizen p/requesting police assistance in the area of Cruz Bay. Police assistance.
Thursday, October 3
1:52 p.m. - A citizen c/r that someone damaged
his vehicle. Damage to vehicle.
8:12 p.m. - A citizen p/r that she lost her BVI
Belonger’s Card. Lost document.
Friday, October 4
11a.m. - An Estate Carolina resident c/r that
her neighbor’s dog is roaming the area. Allowing
viscous animals to stray.
Saturday, October 5
3:27 a.m. - A citizen c/requesting police assistance with a group of people walking around in
the area of Estate Zootenvaal. Police assistance.
12:19 p.m. - An Estate Bethany resident c/r
that her housekeeper is missing. Missing person.
5:00 p.m. - A citizen r/ a disturbance in the area
of Cruz Bay which led to the discovery of a male
who had been assaulted with rocks. Assault in the
third.
5:47 p.m. - Badge #1090 p/ at Leander Jurgen Command with one Alphonso Queley of no
known address under arrest and charged with assault in the third. Bail was set at $25,000 by order
of the court. He was detained at Leander Jurgen
Command and later transported to the Bureau of
Corrections on St. Thomas to be remanded.
8:13 p.m. - A citizen p/r that her ex husband is
threatening her. Disturbance of the peace, threats,
D.V.
10:54 p.m. - A citizen c/r loud music in the area
of Coral Bay. Disturbance of the peace.
Sunday, October 6
7:29 p.m. - A citizen c/r he was assaulted in the
area of the Lumberyard. Assault in the third.

Monday, October 7
8:12 a.m. - An Estate Grunwald resident p/r
that his neighbor is poisoning pets in the neighborhood. Cruelty to animals.
4:37 p.m. - An employee of Kilroy Laundry p/r
that a male paid for his dry cleaning with a check
that bounced. Drawing and delivering worthless
checks.
4:42 p.m. - A citizen c/r that a male is threatening him. Disturbance of the peace, threats.
Tuesday, October 8
2:07 p.m. - A citizen c/r cars drag racing in the
area of Estate Adrian. Police assistance.
6:50 p.m. - A citizen c/r a female trespassing
outside his residence. Trespassing.
7:54 p.m. - A citizen c/requesting police assistance. Police assistance.
9:36 p.m. - A citizen c/r a man in distress in
the area of the triangle in Coral Bay. Man in distress.
Wednesday, October 9
3:50 p.m. - A citizen c/r an auto collision on
Centerline Road. Auto collision.
Thursday, October 10
8:19 a.m. - An Estate Carolina resident c/r a
disturbance. Disturbance of the peace.
9:20 a.m. - An Estate Adrian resident p/r that
her boyfriend broke the door handle off her vehicle. Damage to a vehicle.
3:00 p.m. - A citizen p/r that someone hit her
vehicle was it was parked. Auto collision, hit and
run.
8:30 p.m. - A citizen p/requesting police assistance in the area of Estate Enighed. Police assistance.
9:03 p.m. - An Estate Adrian resident c/r suspicious activity. Suspicious activity.
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-oriented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.
Monday, October 14
— The non-profit organization Using Sport For Social
Change, in conjunction with
the St. John Community Foundation and the Department of
Sports, Parks and Recreation,
will host the fifth annual free
Just Play Day in Winston Wells
ball in Cruz Bay on Monday,
October 14, starting at 12 p.m.
Friday, October 18
— Woody’s Seafood Saloon
will be hosting the 4th Annual “Help Save Second Base”
Block Party on Friday, October
18, from 6 to 11 p.m.
Saturday, October 19
— ACC’s annual fall fundraiser, the “No Fleas, Please”
flea market, will be on Saturday, October 19, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Gifft Hill School’s
Upper Campus. Donated wares
are now being accepted. Call
the shelter at 774-1625 for information about pickup of furniture and volunteering to help
with setting up the fair.
October 25-27
— St. John Racquet Club
will sponsor a V.I. Tennis Association Junior Tennis Tournament in honor of Dr. Gilbert
Sprauve the weekend of October 25.
Thursday, October 31

Free flu shots will be available in Coral Bay on Thursday,
October 31, at the Coral Bay
Fire Station from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.
Sunday, November 3
— Registration is now open
for Friends of VI National
Park’s Paddle the Park. The
standup paddleboard race is set
for Sunday November 3 and
registration closes November
1. For more information go to
Friends of VINP’s website at
www.friendsvinp.org/paddle.
Sunday, November 3
— All parents are invited to
the St. John baby boom photo
and beach picnic at Hawksnest
Beach on Sunday, November 3,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, November 9
On Saturday, November 9,
after a day kayak trip, the appetites of wounded warriors
will be satisfied as the St. John
American Legion and AARP
Chapter get together to put on a
BBQ featuring local dishes and
drinks as well as the faithful
stand-by’s.
Friday, November 22
Gifft Hill School is proud to
announce the 4th Annual “Gifft
Hill School Gives Back” community service day on Friday,
November 22.

Alcholics Anonymous Meetings
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay
Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon Meetings
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340)
642-3263

VOWEL
LANGUAGE
ACROSS
1 Painter of limp watches
5 By the day, as payment
12 “It doesn’t matter”
20 Moran of “Happy Days”
21 The tiniest bit
22 Hot pepper
23 Group of wolves decide
which hockey disk to
use?
25 Brought upon oneself
26 USNA frosh
27 “— Miz”
28 Bring in
30 Moniker, in Marseilles
31 Mervyn of film
33 Misplaced the most
recent catalog?
38 Sun circlers
41 Braga of film
42 Nervous —
43 Notice folks quarreling
about a skewer?
45 Kind of latte
47 Sportswriter Pasquarelli
48 Name of 12 popes
49 Folksy denial
50 Parisian “to be”
51 Actor Robert De —
52 Six-legged scurrier
53 Gift add-ons
55 Farm structure is built in
Switzerland’s capital?
59 Liam of “Nell”
61 Raises up
63 Yemen’s largest city
64 — time (never)
66 Give a big speech

67 Baseball Hall of Famer
Waite —
69 Preside
71 Students
74 To no avail
78 Put a clump of tree-trunk
greenery in disarray?
80 Bath powder
82 Philosopher Lao- —
83 Optic layer
84 Throw easily
85 Paddle’s kin
86 Stuff in ale
87 Rev.’s talk
88 City on I-80
89 Group working on a
jackdaw’s gullet?
94 Slate clearer
96 Miller rival
97 Optometrist
98 Knock out a pier-dwelling
mallard?
101 “— good you let him
know”: Hamlet
102 “My country, — ...”
103 Lock fastener
104 Plant seeds
105 Shuts noisily
109 Preserve
112 Exited the elevator
to the high-ceilinged
SoHo flat?
116 How keyless music is
written
117 Quito locale
118 Like — of sunshine
119 Little jaunt
on a little horse
120 Cyclone
121 Where Coca-Cola
is “KO”

DOWN
1 Johnny of “Ed Wood”
2 Central Asia’s — Sea
3 Pooch pests
4 Rorschach test features
5 Luau chow
6 Hemming in
7 Type in anew
8 See 95-Down
9 Bettor’s note
10 Series-ending abbr.
11 Succeeds
12 Spin around
13 — -Barbera
14 “The Middle” network
15 Poked fun at
16 Register
17 Indiana county whose
name is a red color
18 Afore
19 Gun, in slang
24 Parts of hammers
29 — good clip
32 Ice-T’s style
33 Hack
34 — roll (lucky)
35 Deriding look
36 — Nevada
37 Partner of a mortise
38 Hearing airer
39 Share a view
40 Artery
41 Minneapolis-to-Dallas dir.
44 Hit with a zapping gun
45 The Beatles’ “Let —”
46 Collision
50 Register for
51 Hoops cable channel
53 Pole carving
54 Advice giver Landers
55 Yankee Yogi
56 Bob — restaurants
57 Per-unit costs

58
60
62
65

“Bye Bye Bye” boy band
Rumba’s kin
Garden soils
Johnny who cried “Come
on down!”
68 OPEC fuel
69 Idolize
70 Keystroke or mouse click
72 Canadian gas brand
73 Detached, in mus.
75 Old game console
76 Lanai and Skye, say
77 Product label wds.
78 Ruminated
79 County in New Mexico
81 Tree once associated
with bow wielders
85 Pained cries
86 “Dirty Sexy Money”
actress Zoe
88 Symbol atop the Kremlin
89 Pair of poetic lines
90 Mythical bird
91 Mork’s planet
92 Pitching whiz
93 Sausage, in Stuttgart
95 With 8-Down, swims
without a suit
96 They made LPs passé
99 Kid
100 West with 21 Grammys
101 — lie (fibbed)
104 Funny Laurel
106 Gossamer
107 Degs. for playwrights
108 Eye malady
109 GPS drawing
110 From — B
111 Ring legend
113 Prefix with law or
tourist
114 Cat coat
115 Swing to and —
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Help Wanted

Commercial/Office

IGBA ReSource Depot part-time manager.
Monday, Thursday, Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon.
Compensation: negotiated hourly rate and commission.
Candidates must: be friendly, personable, self-motivated;
have mechanical and construction experience, some retail
experience; be energetic, ambitious, organized; good with
records and numbers, working without direct supervision.
Heavy lifting required. Call Barry Devine, 340-514-3532

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
ON EVERY LEVEL
GREAT PLACE
TO SHOP, DINE
AND WORK

For Rent
ST. JOHN PROPERTIES proudly announces
their management of Guinea Grove apartments,
across from the Westin. These one and two bedroom
units have A/C in the bedrooms and stacking washer/
dryer units. Electricity is individually metered
and tenants share the cost of water when needed.
Maintenance services will be provided by our
professional staff.
There are both one bedroom ($1,150/month) and
two bedroom ($1,600/month) apartments available
at this time. Either stop by the office (across
from the National Park ball field) or email info@
stjohnproperties.com for a rental application.
You can be assured of professional service from our
friendly staff at St. John Properties, established in 1983
and helping turn dreams into reality for thirty years on
St. John.
Scenic
Properties
340-693-7777

Buying?

Cruz Bay Side:

Selling?

• Very large efficiency,
Gift Hill $1200

Renting?

bath, Power Boyd $950

seeking?

• One bedroom, one

• Two bedrooms, one
•

bath, washer, Wifi,
$1700
One bedroom, one
bath, Coral Bay $1100

Chocolate Hole Long Term
Furnished. One Bed One
Bath. Includes Electric,
W&D. $950. Close to
Westin, Walk to beach. Call
Ron 715-853-9696, text
or reironald@gmail.com

For Rent/Space Available

call:
340-776-6496
Email:
advertising@tradewinds.vi

Get
REsults!
Credit Cards Accepted

Come join us
we have spaces
available —
Retail, Office
or Storage

340-776-6455
commercial/
retail space
available for rent, located
on Centerline Road,
Bordeaux Mountain,
starting @ $2,125/mo.
call 1.480.626.7571
for further information.
Storage
Pastory
Self Storage
Available Immediately
5x5x8 up to 10x20x8
Starting at $85/mo.
One mile from Cruz Bay.
340-776-1330

STORAGE:

SECURED LOCKERS,
AUTOS
from $35 month

643-3283

Homes For Sale

co-op
opportunity
on st. john
2 units for Sale
Serious Inquiries Only
340-776-3455

Live-to-Work Studio Units
Now Available
Recently refurbished office/studio apartments with
kitchenette, bath and tile floors for work and/or sleep
,

or Andy
Nick at (340) 771-3737 / Andy at (340) 690-1260

We’re back
to Publishing
Every Week!
to advertise
email:
advertising@tradewinds.vi
call:
340-776-6496

Get the new edition
every Monday!
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Caribbean

Providing professional rental management
and marketing services for St. John’s finest
vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations
or brochures

1-800-338-0987
Villas & Resor t s
MANAGEMENT CO.

For St. John
business call

340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m
Lumberyard Complex
P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

Exceptional St. John Villa Offered Through Debbie Hayes
Incredible views
overlooking
Coral Bay and
the British Virgin
Islands are
yours from every
room of this
spectacular
4 bedroom, 4 bath
villa. Excellent
Vacation Rental.
Offered at
$1.60M
$1.750M

ExcluSiVE rEal ESTaTE SErVicE
in THE Virgin iSlanDS

Debbie Hayes, GRi
Licensed U.s. Virgin isLands
reaL estate Broker/owner
Office:

340 714 5808
Cell:

340 642 5995

DebbieHayes@DebbieHayes.com
www.StJohnVIRealEstate.com

DebbieHayes-TW CasaBueno 11.26.2012.indd 1

11/30/12 2:37 PM

Restaurant/Commercial Space
for Lease in Tradewinds Building
South Shore Road

in

Cruz Bay

Restaurant Space
800 to 3,200 sf.
w/1,000+ sf. outdoor space for patio dining
and substantial private parking.

Four 800-sf. street-level commercial units available to lease.
Connected units, tile floors throughout.
Public water and cisterns.
Reply to twbuilding@earthlink.net
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Senator at Large Report:
Using Capital Improvement Funds for St. John Capital Improvements
Continued from Page 15
a living history format somewhat like Williamsburg, VA.
Think of New York City with its magnificent Central Park. That is what is envisioned
for Coral Bay is a shared public space for all
residents to enjoy. Of course there will be
trails for walking, biking, and perhaps even
horseback riding. There is sufficient space
for athletic facilities, an outdoor amphitheater, and other amenities. King’s Hill Road
can be straightened a bit, to allow a solid
alternative route into and out of Coral Bay.
But the vision has expanded, with the
departure of the Forest Legacy and its strict
conservation mandate. There will be space
for a true trash Recycling Convenience
Center, much like what has been created in
Peter’s Rest, St. Croix. A glassblower has
expressed interest in locating adjacent to the
Recycling Center. The old, unsightly dumpsters at the foot of King’s Hill that ooze
“goo” into the mangroves will be retired,
and we will enjoy a truly modern, clean facility that accepts all your discards and recycles that which has value.

Because we don’t have all the money we
need to secure the entire parcel at once, the
omnibus bill sets out a plan for phased acquisition. The $1 million already allotted in
Act 7233 will purchase the first 20 acres,
and Sheldon Marsh will pay his property
taxes and establish the “Coral Bay Parcel 7
Remainder Marsh Land Trust,” which will
coordinate the overall plan for the Park,
including the additional phases of acquisition.
Two companies have expressed interest
in purchasing acreage for solar panels that
would be connected to the grid in order to
make St. John and energy-independent substation.
Does this sound “too good to be true”
for St. John? It is indeed within our grasp.
By using the St. John Capital Improvement
Fund, which grows by $1.5 million per year,
we can have significant public facilities on
St. John.
This underscores why it is important
to resist attempts to raid the fund for noncapital improvements. St. John has special
people and special beauty. It deserves capi-

tal improvements. Let’s commit together to
seeing these visions come to reality!
In future reports I will discuss the road
striping, road repairs, and particularly the
unsafe situation of Centerline Road where it
washed out in Tropical Storm Otto. The Department of Public Works has made dozens
of promises and broken them all. We documented them. The next step is a Legislative
hearing to get to the bottom of why we hear
words, but don’t see the work.
In the next report I will also discuss
classes at Guy Benjamin School vs. Julius
E. Sprauve School. I am very disappointed
that too few students were signed up for first
grade and Kindergarten at Guy Benjamin.
Parents, please consider registering your
children for kindergarten, first and second
grade next year at Guy Benjamin! Even if
you live closer to Cruz Bay, take advantage
of the wonderful, highly-rated education experience at GBS. For the future, Principal
Wells has an interesting idea that is worth
exploring — making GBS the pre-school,
Kindergarten, and grades one through three
for all of St. John. And JESS would handle

grades four through nine.
My office coordinator Catherine Stephen
continues to recover from surgery and is expected back in the office within two weeks.
In the meantime, we are sending staff from
St. Thomas two days per week and I am in
St. John at least one day per week.
After eight years of service as your senator at large, I will very likely announce in
January 2014 my retirement from this position when the term ends in 2015. Although
my decision is not yet firm, I do have some
projects that I must tend to.
I ask you help in encouraging St. John
residents to run for the Senator at Large position and equally importantly, for seats in
the District of St. John/St. Thomas, of which
we are a part.
Throughout 2014 it should be part of my
duty to mentor potential senators so they are
ready to serve when the time comes. There’s
a lot to learn, and being prepared is important in being effective in the Legislature.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve
as your representative in the Virgin Islands
Legislature!

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

Complete Real estate seRviCes • st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm • seRviNg st. JoHN

FoR

53 YeaRs!

Located at the Marketplace • (340) 776-6776 • (340) 774-8088 • INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com
Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824 • www.HolidayHomesVi.com

CAROLINA
EMMAUS
FISH BAY
HANSEN BAY

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!
CHOCOLATE HOLE
from $ 55,000
GLUCKSBERG
hillside $ 75,000
VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES
from $ 79,995
CALABASH BOOM
hillside & WATERFRONT $ 149,000

from
from
from
hillside

$
$
$
$

MOTIVATED SELLERS!!
175,000
LOVANGO CAY WATERFRONT South shore from
199,000
CONCORDIA
from
206,000
UPPER MONTE BAY/RENDEZVOUS
from
229,000
SABA BAY
hillside & WATERFRONT from

$
$
$
$

“VILLA KALORAMA” Panoramic views
from classic modern 5 bdm, 4.5 bth
rental villa in Virgin Grand Estates
features native stone, ipe hardwoods,
glass walls & a secure property.
Dramatic
great
room opens onto
40 foot pool and
large verandas for
MLS 11-340
spectacular indoor$3,200,000
outdoor living.
“VILLA MIMOSA” IS A BEST BUY!
4 bedroom private rental home- awesome down
island
&
Coral Bay
v i e w s !
Turn key!
Originally
$1,700,000
MLS 12-329
now priced
to sell.
$795,000
VID
EO

VID
EO

“TRE VISTA ESTATE’’ The perfect
luxury retreat on St. John. An elegant
villa with
classic
style in
a great
setting
of views
a n d
MLS 11-439
breezes.
$3,300,000
“ENIGHED GARDENS” is a 5x4 masonry home in gated .46 ac. garden
setting with spectacular views over
Pillsbury Sound. Flexible floor plan, expansive
decks,
wonderful
potenMLS 13-128
tial “as
is”.
$895,000
“CARIBBEAN COTTAGE RETREAT”
Relax in this comfortable home surrounded by trees, orchids
and birds. Quiet private
neighborhood
has deeded rights to
a beach. You won’t
get peace like this at
MLS 12-177
a better price. Don’t
$249,000 miss this opportunity!

“GRANDE BAY RESORT” has great
harbor views! Beautifully furnished
& easy access to shops/restaurants.
Large pool/deck area,
fitness & reception
center, indoor pking
& elevator service.
1 bdrm/1 bath AND 3 bdrm/2 bath

NE
BE W L
AC IS
HF TIN
RO G
NT

LIS
TIN
G

BE VI
AC DE
HF O
RO
NT

BEACHFRONT “VILLA ST. JOHN” a
luxury 6 bedroom pool villa has sand
beach plus STUNNING views! Great
rental
or
residence
with potential for family
compound.
Moor your
MLS 13-83
boat
here
$3,450,000
too!
“SAGO COTTAGE” adorable Caribbean
style masonry cottage with
w o n d e rful down
island
v i e w s
and great
MLS 13-207
rental history.
$975,000
“VERY MOTIVATED SELLERS!”
Three
income prod u c i n g
apartments.
Live in one
and rent the
other
two.
Easy access
MLS 13-410
to Cruz Bay
$395,000
& beaches.
NE
W

VID
EO

“BORDERS NATIONAL PARK!” EXCEPTIONAL CARIBBEAN CRAFTSMANSHIP masonry home w/ FLEXIBLE
FLOORPLAN is a “must see”! Private,
end of road FLAT
lot with additional cottage. Completed in 2010 by
Owner/builder/
MLS 12-176
furniture maker
$650,000
from Santa Fe.

LIS
TIN
G

“INCOME PRODUCER” 4 Unit Multifamily. Rare opportunity to own a multiunit property
close to Cruz
Bay with big
ocean views
sitting
on
the hillside
above the
MLS 11-359
Westin Re$795,000
sort!

CATHERINEBERG’S
“CINNAMON
RIDGE” 5 bedroom villa on 1+ private
acre, bordered by National Park, features
stunning
north shore
views, pool
w/waterfall,
spa, easy
access to
MLS 10-44
Cinnamon
$4,600,000
Bay beach.
“T’REE PALMS” Versatile 5 BR 5
BA property with solid rental history.
Charming home w/ 2 kitchens, covered
verandas, stone entrance, garden fountain, concrete
pool and spa
deck. Solar
panels, and
ocean views
MLS 13-3
complete the
package!
$995,000
“GIFFT HILL” View, quiet area & convenience! Two unit home-Live in one,
rent the other! Main level features 2
bdrms, bth & a generous great room
w/ sliders to Pillsbury Sound view
deck. Lower level
studio apartment
with porch. Lush,
MLS 13-347
level property with
$499,000
easy parking.
NE
W

“MERMAID FALLS”-prime Peter Bay
location & spectacular 5 bdrm/5.5 bths
villa. Views to St. Thomas, Nat’l Park
beaches & BVI. Custom-designed &
built, it features a lagoon-shaped pool,
mahogany doors/
windows, ac, private
verandas,
waterMLS 11-385
fall & spa, & lovely
$7,500,000
grounds.
“STONE COURT” is a 3 bedroom
haven. 1 acre of privacy with sweeping
views
from
Rams Head to
St. Thomas.
I s l a n d
inspired
architecture
of stone and
MLS 12-31
wood.
$1,325,000
VID
EO

“JUNGLE STONE’’ gated estate property in Catherineberg w/ big views of the
North Shore & BVI’s, custom-designed
main house & Pebble Cottage w/ 5 bdrm
suites, exquisite great
room, chef’s kitchen,
outdoor dining & sitting
areas, pool, hot tub, fitness room, 1100 bottle
MLS 12-404
wine closet, shuffleboard
$8,340,000 breezeway & more!
“GALLOWS POINT SEAVIEW” great
location for development, walk to beach
and town! Masonry 2x2 home on .58
ac. Combination of
R-4 & W-1
zoning allows
for
condos or
MLS 11-59
commercial
uses.
$2,999,000

MLS 13-319

MLS 13-414

$745,000

$1,139 ,000

SOME SELLER FINANCING!!
250,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE
295,000
WESTIN TIMESHARES
799,000
ONE MONTH FRACTIONALS
999,000

from $ 1,500,000
from $ 500/week
from $
54,000

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Jaime Elliott and Savannah Loftus Photography

From hula hoops to tetherball and the school’s playground,
students were all smiles at last week’s Family Fun Day AYP
Celebration at GBS.

GBS Students, Staff Celebrate Adequate Yearly Progress with Family Fun Day
Continued from Page 7
But GBS officials are not ready to shut those classroom doors for good. School staff members are hoping
more St. John parents register their children for the Coral Bay school next year and ensure that Kindergarten
and First Grade are restored.
Last week’s Open House AYP Fun Day was a chance
for future GBS parents to have a look around and meet
teachers and students.
“I just love the environment at GBS,” said sixth
grader Liliana Farrell. “And I love the people.”
“I love how pretty it is here and how everyone helps
to keep it clean,” said fellow sixth grader Kathleen Casimir, who has been attending GBS since kindergarten.
“People are nice here and the teachers care,” said
third grader Simon Booker.
“I like our teachers very much,” said Dylan Gumbs,

a sixth grader who has been attending GBS since third
grade.
Gumbs and several other students toured visitors
around the GBS campus, taking time to point out the
recently renovated and air conditioned lunch room,
principal’s office and main office.
In the school’s reading room, Gumbs showed how
each of the many books includes a label depicting the
exact reading level. A book with the number “5.9,” for
example would be ideal for a fifth grader, in the ninth
month of school. Many students, however, are reading
well above their grade level, explained Gumbs.
Using the computers in GBS’ reading room, Gumbs
showed how he takes an online test on content after he
completes a book. He also detailed the many incentives
fourth, fifth and sixth graders have to read; from earning points toward a pizza party to attaining a movie and

food day.
Before leaving the reading room, Gumbs logged
back onto the computer and showed how his sixth grade
class communicates with students across the globe using ePals, a modern-day pen pal system.
In the school’s science and social studies room,
Gumbs explained the Earth’s different layers and
showed off a recent experiment the class conducted.
Outside, the fourth and third grade classes were playing each other in kickball while the sixth graders were
practicing for a chance to take on the staff in volleyball
later in the day. Other students were busy hula hooping and still others were excitedly jumping down the
bounce house slide.
GBS’ AYP Fun Day last week also featured music,
face painting, arts and crafts and plenty of food for everyone.

