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Hot Fun at Food Fair Festival

Lt. Governor Osbert Potter and 2015 St. John Food Fair Honoree Ruth Frett snip
the ribbon to officially open the popular event held June 21 in Franklin Powell Park.
Pictured, left to right: Potter, Festival Princess Sanijah Gris, Frett, Festival Queen
Shanell Harney; (Second Row, L to R) Danielle Greenaway, St. John Administrator
Camille Paris Jr., Senator-At-Large Almando “Rocky” Liburd.
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U.S. Customs Parking Lot Closed
The Cruz Bay Parking Lot will be closed to the public from
June 17 to July 9, for the erection of the Festival Village Booths.
Any parked vehicles that remain in the area will be towed by the
owners expense. Thank you for your cooperation, sorry for the
inconvenience.

Pre-Retirement Planning Workshop Set
The Government Employees’ Retirement System invites its
members to participate in Pre-Retirement Planning Workshop on
St. John on Wednesday, June 24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m at the St.
John Legislature Annex Conference Room in Cruz Bay.
The Pre-Retirement Workshop is open to all members and offers a general overview of system and other related benefits. For
additional information or to pre-register, call 776-7703 ext. 4202
or 4200. Seating is limited, so please register early.

“Saving Faith” Is Movie Night Feature
The Family Night movie “Saving Faith – Some Wounds Only
God Can Heal” will be presented free for the whole Family on
Friday, June 26, at 7 p.m. at the Bethany Moravian Church Fellowship Hall.

GHS Has Daily Summer Office Hours
Gifft Hill School will remain open for business all summer,
with the exception of July 4th. Daily office hours will be from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Summer campus enhancements will occur, so please
take note of signs designating any changes to school entrances.
Summer programming will be taking place on each campus with
varying hours of operation. Call 340-776-1730 for information.

St. John Festival Applications Available
St. John Festival 2015 Vendors Applications will be available
at St. John Tourism. There will be applications for the following
Parade, Food Fair/Parade and Festival Booth. The applications are
first come basis. Additional information please contact 340-6903692 or 340-690-1725.
The Festival Committee is soliciting sponsors for this year’s
Festival Fireworks. Interested parties should call 340-690-3692.

Office of Veterans Affairs Opens
The Office of Veterans Affairs began conducting office hours
on the island of St. John on the second Friday of every month
beginning Friday, June 12. Operating hours for the St. John office
will be 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Battery in Cruz Bay.
Any Veteran residing on the island of St. John that needs assistance can come to the office between these hours and receive
the same services they would if they were at the St. Thomas or St.
Croix office to include obtaining a local Veteran I.D. It is strongly
recommend that individuals call the St. Thomas office at 340-7746100 and schedule an appointment to visit the St. John office.
“Setting an appointment will ensure that we have your files
available when you arrive that ”, said Director Farrell. “This is
also an attempt to live up to our promise to the Veterans that reside
on St. John when we told them they will not be left ou”
“Improving the Quality of Life for every Veteran within the
territory at every opportunity is what the team within the Office
of Veterans Affairs is striving to do,” said Director Farrell. “If the
need arises to have an additional day added to the St. John schedule in the future we will do just that.”

16th Annual Love City Triathlon, Aquathon
and Second Annual SUPathon September 6
St. John Tradewinds
Grab your bike, lace up those
running shoes and start training for
the 16th Annual Love City Triathlon on Sunday, September 6 at 7
a.m.
If you don’t have a bike, register for the Aquathon. Or, bring or
rent a stand up paddleboard and
try the SUPathon, If you still want
to race, but multiple sports isn’t
your thing, form a team for the
Triathlon.
The Triathlon will feature a
half-mile swim followed by a 13mile hilly bicycle ride with 2,400
feet of elevation gain, then a fourmile run. There are individual and
relay categories for the Triathlon.
The Aquathon will feature
a half-mile swim followed by a
four-mile run.
The SUPathon will feature a
half-mile swim, followed by about
3.5 miles of stand up paddling and
a four-mile run.
No relay teams are permitted
in the Aquathon or SUPathon.
Maho Pavilion
Staging Area
All events will be staged at
Maho Bay Beach pavilion. All
swimmers will do the same twolap course in the calm waters of
Maho Bay. The bike course takes
riders west along North Shore
Road to Cruz Bay, then up Centerline Road to Colombo’s Smoothies
and down Kings Hill Road to finish at Maho Bay.
The SUP course will be a two-

lap course leaving Maho Bay towards Cinnamon Bay, around
Cinnamon Cay and back to Maho
Bay.
The run is a challenging fourmile course from Maho Bay to
Francis Bay, up the stairs at Annaberg, and back to Maho Bay.
All athletes will pay a $45 entry fee, which includes a t-shirt,
finisher’s award, on-course support, a beach picnic, and awards
three-deep. The top awards will be
custom-made pieces courtesy of
Gail van de Bogart of Maho Bay
Clayworks.
Triathletes will also be included in the coveted Inter-Island
Award. Each island with at least
three triathletes may enter, and
teams must have a female member
to be eligible. The times of each
team’s three fastest athletes will be
totaled and the overall fastest time
will win. The award has been traded back and forth among St. John,
St. Croix and St. Maarten, with
St. Croix having the most wins to
date. St. John won in 2014; can our
local athletes defend the title this
year?
Helmets are required for everyone on bicycles, and leashes
or PFDs are a must for athletes on
stand up paddleboards.
Don’t have a board? Rent one
from Arawak Expeditions and take
advantage of a special rate for
event participants. A race rental
fee of $20 will include the board,
paddle and PFD. Participants need

to call Arawak Expeditions directly at (340) 693-8312 or 1-800-2388687 or reserve and pay online at
www.arawakexp.com/reserveyour-rental/.
Arawak Expeditions will deliver the boards to Maho Bay on
the morning of the race. Reserve
one right away, as quantities are
limited.
Registration is open online at
www.stjohnlandsharks.com. Registration forms can also be picked
up at The Tap Room and Arawak
Expeditions at Mongoose Junction. There will be no registration
the day of the race. Register early!
Only 100 participants will be allowed to compete.
A mandatory race check-in and
pre-race meeting will take place at
the Tap Room on Saturday, September 5, from 4 to 6 p.m.
More race details, including detailed course descriptions,
can be found at www.stjohnlandsharks.com.
For more information, including volunteer and sponsorship opportunities and joining Saturday
Splash ’n’ Dash training days in
August, contact Matt Crafts at
(401) 835-2046 or email stjohnlandsharks@gmail.com.
St. John Landsharks is an informal local athletic club, focusing on swimming, biking, running,
stand up paddleboarding, and anything else we feel like doing. Visit
the Landsharks at www.stjohnlandsharks.com.
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Hot Fun at 2015 Festival Food Fair
By judi shimel
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — The bustle of vistors
moving through the 2015 St. John Festival
Food fair couldn’t be slowed by a burning
sun.
The hungry and the thirsty set out in
search of favorite dishes. The curious
looked for novelties on plates, in chafing
dishes and among the many vendors selling hand made crafts.
Several cooks said they worked
through the night to please their customers. Bakers brought dumb bread, cakes
and tarts. Cooks ladeled soup into containers and dug out go boxes for full entres. Frosty treats appeared in ice cream
cones and gelato cups. Icy fraicos came
over the counter in cone shaped paper
cups. Adults sampled home made coquito
from St. Croix.
Lt. Governor Osbert Potter presided
over the opening ceremonies, honoring
Ruth Frett. Frett said she didn’t have any

specialty dish per se, but instead had a lifetime of collaboration in the kitchen with
her family.
Her sister Esther said Ruth picked up
the knack for making native fruit drinks
from her mother and two siblings.
The honoree thanked the St. John Festival and Cultural Organization for naming the 2015 food fair in her honor. She
asked those gathered for the ceremony to
applaud the volunteers making up the festival committee.
The Rising Stars Pan Around the Neck
Troupe added musical sparkle to the middle of the day near the Cruz Bay taxi stand,
temporarily taken over by dozens of canopied tables laden with goodies. A flock of
little moko jumbies from the Hibiscus Cultural Dancers frolicked in the street while
smart phones captured the scene.
Festival Queen Shanell Harney and
Princess Sanijah Gris received their
crowns in a coronation ceremony held at
the Powell Park bandstand.

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Judi Shimel

The2015 St. John Festival Queen Shanell Harney, above left, gets a helping
hand from her predecessor, 2014 Queen Kyrelle Thomas at a coronation
ceremony held June 21 at Franklin Powell Park, while her mother looks on. The
2014 St. John Festival Princess Tae Zha Maduro places crown on the head of her
successor, 2015 Festival Princess Sanijah Gris, above right.

Body of Diver, Fisherman Recovered In Great Cruz Bay Diving Incident
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — A popular island resident and Westin Resort
security guard known to free dive
and spearfish in the waters off
Contant Point was found drowned
off the west side of the entrance to
Great Cruz Bay early Wednesday
evening, June 17.
In conflicting reports from
federal and territorial officials,
U.S. Coast Guard and V.I. Police
Department authorities apparently
were unable to recover the weighted body of Chris Bettencourt from
the 20-foot deep water for about
12 hours — about 10 hours after
a U.S. Coast Guard high speed
response boat and two USCG helicopters responded to the scene
and stayed on station for most of
the night.
When the young man’s body,
weighted down by a diver’s weight
belt, was finally recovered from
20 feet of water by a friend of the
victim on Thursday morning, there
were questions raised about a possible collision with a boat at the
entrance to the busy residential

“No one would take responsibility. Finally
a friend with St. John Rescue dove down to
bring his body up.”

– one knowledgeable observer

bay having resulted in a “gash” to
the victim’s head and his “cracked
facemask,” reported to St. John
Tradewinds by several unofficial
sources.
Possibly Struck
by Small Boat?
There were multiple reliable
reports to St. John Tradewinds that
Bettencourt appeared to have been
struck by a passing small boat
while surfacing in the busy waters and may have drowned when
dragged unconscious to the bottom
in approximately 20 feet of water
by his diver’s weight belt.
(One experienced mariner and
free diver, who is also very familiar with the heavy boat traffic
in that area, opined that repeated
free diving can result in often fatal
underwater blackouts and that the

damage to the mask and the diver’s head could have been caused
by Bettencourt’s weighted body
being pushed against rocks on the
seabed during the 12 hours it took
for recovery.)
Legal Jurisdiction Question?
The incident raised questions
about the emergency marine response in St. John waters as evidenced by the delays in the recovery of Bettencourt’s body and
conflicting timelines provided by
federal and territorial authorities
— questions apparently also arose
concerning legal jurisdiction over
the “crime scene,” which could
complicate any investigation into
the questions raised at the scene
about circumstances of the death.
The body of the experienced
diver subsequently was retrieved

from about 20 feet of water around
daybreak Thursday by a personal
friend of Bettencourt who also was
a member of St. John Rescue and
apparently had been on the scene
overnight waiting for permission
from authorities to retrieve his
friend’s body.
Ironically, the timing of the recovery coincided somewhat with
the regular shift change at the
VIPD Leander Jurgen Command
in Cruz Bay.
Differing USCG
and VIPD Timelines
There were significant discrepancies in the official reports of the
rescue and recovery efforts from
federal and territorial authorities
— amid reports from unofficial
sources of a jurisdictional dispute
over control of the “crime scene”
— which raised questions about
any investigation of a possible
boating accident.
The initial call came in to the
U.S. Coast Guard St. Thomas detachment on Wednesday evening
at 6:40 p.m., according to a USCG
spokesperson at Sector San Juan.
Continued on Page 18
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Beautifying America’s Paradise
Providing Service for Over 20 Years

Huge Discount
on volume sales
Happy Holidays!
Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open TuesdaySunday 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Tel: 693-5579

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Bill Stelzer

Sanijah Gris is congratulated by her mother on stage after being crowned.
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Sanijah Gris Comes Out on Top for Crown
In 2015 St. John Festival Princess Pageant
By rAVEN PHILLIPS
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — The first pageant of the 2015 St. John Festival
saw the excellent grace and talent
of three young ladies on the Winston Wells Ball Field.
On June 14, the 2015 St. John
Festival Princess Selection Pageant commenced at 6:00, and concluded with St. John native Sanijah Gris being adorned with the
crown.
Contestant #2 Sanijah Gris
competed alongside Contestant #1
Sage Dalmida-Osiris and Contestant #3 Laila Evelyn in segments
that judged their articulation, modelling techniques, talent, fit and appropriateness of dress, and more.
Entertaining Choreography
The show opened with an entertaining dance number choreographed by reigning Mr. United
States Virgin Islands, Grey Samuel.
The three contestants presented their introductory speeches
and were accompanied by backup
dancers in a performance to the
song “Do You Want To Build A
Snowman?” from the Disney film

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Bill Stelzer

Sage Dalmida-Osiris shines in the Question and Answer
segment during the pageant on Sunday evening, June 14.
Frozen.
The total points available for
the introductory speech was 25.
The sequencing of segments
was masterfully coordinated by
the master of ceremonies Sheldon Turnbull. He alongside the
Avengers band kept the crowd
entertained between segments and
whilst they waited in long lines for

chicken and Johnnycake.
Special Musical Selections
The pageant also featured special selections from Shikira Smith,
Sh’Nyah Bacon, and Destiny Garcia.
The second judged segment of
the night was sportswear worth 50
points.
Continued on Page 18

St. John Tradewinds, June 22-28, 2015     5

Miss Shanell Harney Is Crowned
2015 Miss St. John Festival Queen
By rAVEN PHILLIPS
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — The evening
of June 20 was filled with glitz,
glamour, and a whole lot of
Swarovski crystals on the Winston Wells Ball Field.
The highly anticipated 2015
Miss St. John Festival Queen Selection Pageant challenged five
lovely young ladies to display
poise, intelligence, talent and
more.
Technical difficulties aside,
the audience knew it would be a
great show the moment contestants Kali Jackson, Lakeisha Hendrickson, Shanell Harney, Yaritza
Tirado, and Caija Campbell took
the stage for the opening number.
A combination of Spectrum
Band and the master and mistress
of ceremonies Rashidi Clenance
and Audrey Malone respectively,
made sure there wasn’t a dull moment.
Glamorous
International Wear
The international wear segment was filled with glamorous
representations of various exotic
locations.
Contestant #1 Kali Jackson
represented Grenada, the birthplace of her grandmother, through
acting and dancing.
Contestant #2 Lakeisha Hendrickson represented the religious
and exotic country of Cambodia.
Contestant #3 Shanell Harney represented the history of the
Mayans and their influences on
Mexican culture.
Contestant #4 Yaritza Tirado astonished the crowd as she
danced the Hula, a Polynesian cultural dance typically performed in
the Hawaiian Islands.
Contestant #5 Caija Campbell
whisked the audience over sand
and sea in portraying Saudi Arabia.
Princess Talent Impresses
The talent segment gave the
contestants an opportunity to
impress the audience and judges
with their singing, dancing and
acting abilities.
Kali Jackson portrayed the
role of a troubled teen entering
rehab and sang a wonderful ren-

Seafan coral bracelet

R&I PATTON goldsmithing
Mongoose Junction
776‐6548

chat@pattongold.com

(800) 626‐3445

www.pattongold.com

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Judi Shimel

2015 St. John Festival Queen Shanell Harney models
crystal encrusted gown on stage at the Winston Wells Ball
Field Saturday evening, June 20.

dition of “I Look To You.”
Lakeisha Hendrickson displayed her acting chops and challenged the audience to seek the
true meaning of St. John Festival.
Shanell Harney portrayed her
own Caribbean version of Dorothy, and utilized music from both
The Wizard of Oz and The Wiz.
Yaritza Tirado performed a
star-studded baton twirling routine to commemorate the Fourth
of July.
Caija Campbell performed the
songs “Go Light Your World” and
“The Climb” as a heart-touching
tribute to a family member and all
people affected by cancer.
Magnificent Gowns
The contestants stunned the
audience with magnificent gowns

and insightful answers in the eveningwear and question and answer segments.
The affair was nearly a clean
sweep for contestant #3 Shanell
Harney; by the end of it she had
obtained a sash for Miss Photogenic, Best International Wear, Best
Talent, Best Evening Wear, Miss
Intellect – and the 2015-2016
Miss St. John Festival Queen
crown itself.
Contestant #5 Caija Campbell
was named First Runner Up.
Contestant #1 Kali Jackson
received Miss Cooperative and
was named Second Runner Up.
Contestant #4 Yaritza Tirado
received Miss Congeniality.
Congratulations to the 2015
St. John Festival Royalty and
their courts!

Happy Hour
Daily 3 to 5pm
all Wines $5/Glass
& Food Specials
Casual italian Dining anD CoCktails
at WharfsiDe Village
oVerlooking Cruz Bay harBor

340- 777-6273

reservations Not required
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Judge Ponders Pre-trial Release for Blash
Charged in Burglary and Murder of Malfetti
By judi shimel
St. John Tradewinds
ST. THOMAS — The Estate Nadir man accused
of inflicting a deadly knife wound on a New Jersey
man in a 2014 burglary of a South Shore apartment,
remains in jail as a Superior Court judge decides
whether to free him pending trial.
Judge Denise Francois said she would take legal
arguments under advisement in the case of defendant
Mekel Blash.
More than a week later, a clerk administrator said
the judge had yet to decide.
Blash has been held on $500,000 bail since his
arrest on April 18 in connection with the death of
James Malfetti. Malfetti was found dead in a Chocolate Hole apartment in January 2014 from apparent
stab wounds.
At a June 10 hearing, defense attorney Julie
Smith-Todman asked Francois to free Blash pending
trial.
The arrest of Blash came a year and four months
after he finished serving a jail sentence for robbery
and assault.

Reviewing the defendant’s record, Francois expressed concern about a separate case in which a
St. John couple took out a restraining order against
Blash. Smith-Todman told the court that incident involved a dispute over the defendant’s minor child.
Assistant Attorney General Jeffrey Webb objected
to the bid for pre-trial freedom.
“I would like the court to retain bond as it is, given the severity of the charges,” Webb said. The assistant attorney general also expressed doubt over the
abilities of the persons offering to serve as third party
custodians to follow the rules of the court.
At the time of the June 10 hearing the judge had
already fashioned a set of bail conditions that would
allow Blash to be under house arrest until he appeared for the murder trial. But Francois said she
would reconsider the terms, based on an offer from
the defendant’s employer, offering to keep him on the
job until then.
Blash is charged with first and second degree murder, first and third degree assault, use of a dangerous
weapon in the commission of a violent crime, grand
larceny and first degree burglary.

Newly Rescued ACC Resident Is Gaining
Following on Internet During Recovery
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — The Animal Care Center of St.
John has a new resident capturing the hearts of the
internet.
“Tiger” needs all the support he can get to recover from severe neglect and abuse that has left the
young brindle pit bull terrier with hairless scabbed
and scarred pink face and skin and an extremely pronounced rib cage.
Now recovering from intensive medical treatment
for his injuries and illnesses, Tiger’s plight has reinvigorated the strong support the non-profit organization has always fostered for its humane efforts.
“WOW!!! We are very humbled by the love and
support for Tiger,” the ACC posted on its website after the public began responding to the first postings of
dramatic pictures of Tiger. “Over 27 thousand people
saw his story and it was shared 130 times.”
“Words cannot even express the gratitude,” the
posting continued. “We are to the point where we
broke down in tears just from your support that is
coming in.”
“We are a non-profit and if it was not for all your
support we would not even exist, let alone be able to
take care of the animals that make it to our rescue,”
ACC posted on its website.
“Tiger is doing OK he is still down and out but
we are seeing signs of life,” the post continued. “His
appetite is coming back, and gets 3 short walks daily.
His energy level does drain very fast so he is sleeping
a lot, but at the moment we feel good about where

Tiger getting some much needed care.
this can go.”
“He had a lovely visitor yesterday who gave him
some milk bones and love (thank you Kelly), and the
scabs and blood have been cleaned up thanks to the
wonderful staff at Canines, Cats, and Critters (our local vet).”
“It is still going to be a long road because the
mange is so bad it’s going to take rounds of treatment,
and then we are concerned about heart worm which
can take 4 months to get over. He is not (in) the clear
yet but we are hopeful.
“This is all because of your support and without
you this would not be possible.”
More information can be found about Tiger and
the ACC at the organization’s web site

St. John Tradewinds, June 22-28, 2015     7

Friday Afternoon Collision in Adventure

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Cross-island traffic was interrupted when Route 10 Centerline Road was blocked for an
extended period early Friday afternoon, June 19, after a mid-island, almost head-on crash
involving a Public Works Department dump truck carrying an abandoned vehicle heading
west and a Penn’s Trucking tractor hauling an empty dumpster heading to Coral Bay. The
vehicles collided east of the overlook in Estate Rustenberg and Adventure with minor
injuries but significant damage to the vehicles.
The Penn truck was moved from the scene within hours of the crash while the PWD truck
was left inoperable on the south shoulder of the road.

Young V.I. Women Athletes Turn Out
To Experience Top Level College Coaching
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — More than
20 young Virgin Island’s women
showed up for the St. John session
of a four-day summer softball clinic offered by renowned University
of North Carolina softball coach
Donna Papa — and a whole lot
more were expected at weekend
sessions on St. Thomas.
The special training program
sponsored by the V.I. Eagles and
St. John Sporting Center Inc. continues for a final day on St. John on
Monday, June 22.
Coach Papa and a UNC assistant coach and hitting coach divided up the group of young women
athletes to put them through a
simultaneous series of universitylevel training sessions and drills
in hitting and pitching at St. John
Clinic at V.I. National Park Ballfield
As many as 40 athletes attended each day of the weekend sessions at Emile Griffith Ball Park in
Charlotte Amalie.
“This is a great opportunity for
our young ladies to learn from an
Continued on Page 22
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Rendezview — This 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath
beachfront villa is a perfect for newlyweds,
families, small groups & is a 5 minute drive
to Cruz Bay. Just below the villa is a short
path to Hart Bay beach which is excellent for
beachcombing & snorkeling. This fabulous
villa offers a combination sophistication and
romantic charm.

Creating unforgettable vacations since 1996
toll free: 1-888-693-7676
tel: 340-693-7676 fax: 340-693-8923
www.islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com
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St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

A University of North Carolina Assistant Coach gives one-onone hitting instruction.
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ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.
P.O. BOX 370
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20% OFF
The coupon covers
auTo services of:

$20 OFF
alignmenTs

Caravan auto
ServiCeS
(340)779-4800
The repair shop (340)779-4803

• Brake service
• shocks & struts
• suspension
• Water pumps
• Transmission
flush

• alternators/
starters
• radiators
• fuel induction
service
• coolant service

Coupon must be present at time of purchase and only
redeemable at The Repair Shop. Coupon does not apply to
special order parts—only for stock parts. It is also not valid
in conjunction with other specials and is on installation
parts only. Coupon does not include shop supplies or
disposal fees. Tires excluded. expires 06/30/2015.

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com
340-693-8500
Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations
KatiLady - since 1997

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Raven Phillips

The Juliue E. Sprauve Schol Class of 2015 got together for a few private moments
before their graduation ceremony.

25 Students Promoted to Ninth Grade
In 2015 Julius E. Sprauve Exercises

w w w.Sk innyLe gs.com
“Be here even when you are there”

Coral Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands
340-779-4982
Follow us on facebook

By rAVEN PHILLIPS
St. John Tradewinds
CRUZ BAY — Families and
friends crowded the Julius E.
Sprauve School cafeteria on June
17 to celebrate the hard work and
dedication of the school’s Class of
2015.
Parents and siblings watched
with pride and admiration as 25
students marched up to the stage
to the graduation march, Pomp
and Circumstance.
The event marked each student’s transition from eighth grader to ninth grader.
Mistress of ceremonies Acting Assistant Principal Lisa Penn
faultlessly kept the event in order,
from key note speakers, to musical
selections, to the actual presentation of promotion certificates
Principal Ellen Francois made
sure to thank the faculty and staff
for ensuring that the year ran

smoothly.
“This was a very eventful year.
The class participated in Quadrille
dancing, ballroom dancing, baseball and softball, playing instruments, the AVID program, field
trips, and more,” said Francois.
“This year also saw the implementation of the common core standards and the Smarter Balance test.
These things would not have been
possible without a strong staff.
Sound Advice for High School
Francois congratulated the class
and left them with sound advice on
how to handle high school.
“This is not the time to falter.
You guys are ready for the next
step. You must stay that way always. See how much you have
learned, grown and matured. You
will continue to grow gradually, so
don’t hurry to grow up”
“It is a pleasure and honor to
be here to celebrate in your mo-

ment,” former Sprauve Principal
and now Insular Superintendent
Dionne Wells-Hendrington told
the audience.
“This promotion is dear to my
heart, these students are like my
children,” she continued.
Superintendent
Wells-Hendrington made it clear that parental
involvement is key for a student’s
transition into high school.
“I urge parents to be vigilant
and actively support your children as they enter high school,”
explained
Wells-Hendrington.
“Many parents mistake this as the
time to take a step back. Independence is important, but this is the
time when they need you more
than ever.”
Their former principal encouraged the Class of 2015 to incorporate a quote on the school’s walls
into their everyday lives.
Continued on Page 19
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VINP Concession Specialist Is Confident of Bids for Trunk, Cinnamon Concessions
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
ST. JOHN — Virgin Island National
Park Concessions Management Specialist Elba Richardson is certain there will be
multiple bids submitted for the contract to
offer concessions and accommodations at
the top tourist attractions in the VINP.
The NPS professional took umbrage at
one VINP critic’s assessment in a June 16
St. John Tradewinds report that there could
be few bidders — or only one — for the
new contract because it is written to favor
the current holder of the expired concession
contract for the former Rockefeller Resort
property which is part of the Virgin Islands
National Park.
There is “tremendous interest” in the
concession contract, according to Richardson.
An electronic copy of the bidding prospectus for the concessions contract is available on line and anyone can download the
prospectus at no cost, Richardson reiterated.
“Nobody would know” how many people have downloaded an electronic copy of
the prospectus, Richardson reasoned.
Virgin Islands National Park officials are
confident the bidding process for the “commercial services at Cinnamon and Trunk
Bay” will produce competitive bidding, the
VINP concessions specialist emphasized.
“Tremendous Interest” in Contract
NPS officials conducted a site visit on
Wednesday, May 6, for “interested parties”
and members of the public and about a dozen
people attended, VINP’s Richardson said.
(It was not clear how many of the 12
persons attending the site visit were “inter-

	
  
	
  

“We are in the process of answering questions by
interested persons,” Richardson told St. John Tradewinds
on Thursday, June 18, without elaboration. “Answers will
be posted (on the VINP website) within the next week.
ested parties” and how many might have
been VINP visitors who may have thought it
was an opportunity for a free tour.)
“The site visit isn’t mandatory,” Richardson explained.
The site visit was intended to be an opportunity for all interested parties to get an
overview of the concession operation along
with a tour of concession facilities associated with the draft contract and to ask specific
questions, the NPS official explained.
“We are in the process of answering
questions by interested persons,” Richardson told St. John Tradewinds on Thursday,
June 18, without elaboration. “Answers will
be posted (on the VINP website) within the
next week.
Answers and Amendments
The NPS will also post “any amendments made to the original contract,” Richardson added, although she did not specify
which amendments might be under consideration. One interested party had told St.
John Tradewinds the length of the contract
offered may be extended to attract additional bidders.
Richardson also did not specify how
many questions were submitted or from
how many “interested parties” or how many
of the 12 people attending the site visit were
“interested parties.”
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The nebulous process apparently will
reach a conclusion soon, however.
“By July 30th all bids have to be in,”
Richardson said.
Within Virgin Islands National Park the
concessioner will manage “commercial services at Cinnamon and Trunk Bay,” one of
the most picturesque beaches in the world
and the perennially No. 1 rated beach in the
world.
15-year Concession
VINP Superintendent Brion FitzGerald
announced on April 7 that the National Park
Service (NPS) had “issued a prospectus for
solicitation of offers for a 15-year concession contract to provide Lodging, Camping, Food and Beverage, Retail, Equipment
Rental and Other Services at Cinnamon Bay
and Trunk Bay areas within Virgin Island
National Park.”
“Park concessioners play a vital role in
serving visitors in national parks,” Superintendent FitzGerald said in an April press
release. “This long awaited prospectus will
lead to issuance of a new concessions contract in 2016 that will offer the much anticipated improvements in visitor facilities and
services at Cinnamon and Trunk Bay.”
“The business opportunity provides interested parties a range of hospitality services in this well-known national park and has

Selling?
Buying?
Renting
Seeking?

get
ReSultS!
St. John Tradewinds
Classifieds
e-mail: advertising@
tradewinds.vi
or call 340-776-6496

the potential to touch the lives of over half
a million recreational visitors on an annual
basis,” the VINP release continued. “These
operations include overnight experiences on
the world famous Cinnamon Bay Beach either at the charming and rustic cottages or in
pre-set up eco tents.”
Thursday, July 30, Deadline
All offers must be received by the NPS
no later than 4 p.m. on Thursday, July 30. In
order to be evaluated and considered for an
award of a concession contract all proposals
must meet this deadline.
The prospectus describes the business
opportunity and includes the terms and conditions under which the NPS will award the
concession contract, according to the VINP.
“Under this opportunity, the Concessioner will also provide food, beverage and
retail services at Trunk Bay where the beach
and underwater snorkeling trail provide a
breathtaking National Park experience for
thousands visiting St. John,” Superintendent
FitzGerald said in April.
Persons planning to submit a proposal
who have obtained a prospectus from the
website are recommended to advise Bill Stevens, Chief of Commercial Services, Southeast Region, NPS, AFC, 1924 Building, 100
Alabama Street, S.W., Atlanta, GA 30303
at (404) 507-5638 or e-mail at bill_g_stevens@nps.gov of their interest so their contact information can be placed on a mailing
list to receive future responses to questions
or amendments to the prospectus.  
Those receiving a hard copy or who are
on the mailing list will be provided with any
additional information specific to the prospectus in writing. The same information is
posted to the above mentioned website.

canines, cats & critters

Our new location is 2.5 miles out of Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

Full
Veterinary
SerViceS
boarding

grooming

pet supplies

tel: 693-7780 l email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com
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FESTIVAL & CULTURAL ORGANIZATION OF ST. JOHN, INC.

St. John Festival 2015
Festival Village Honoree: Bernice Mahoney-Boynes
Festival Food Fair Honoree: Ruth Frett
Festival Parade Grand Marshal: Alecia M. Wells

FESTIVAL THEME:
Come Together Culturally on the Scene for
St. John Festival 2015
FRIDAY, June 5, 2015
Festival Food Sale 2015
1p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park
Contact: Linda S. Williams (340)-776-6444
SATURDAY, June 6, 2015
Festival PAN-O-RAMA 2015
4p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park
Contact: Liston “Matey” Sewer (340)514-2341
SATURDAY, June 13, 2015
Festival BIKE RACE 2015
8a.m. St. John National Park
Contact: Jane Thill (340)514-6611
SUNDAY, June 14, 2015
St. John FESTIVAL PRINCESS 2015 Pageant
6p.m. Winston E. Wells Ball Field
Contact: Loraine “Pat” Richards (340)626-4804
SATURDAY, June 20, 2015
St. John Festival QUEEN 2015 Pageant
8p.m. Winston E. Wells Ball Field
Contact: Enid Doway (340) 626-0785
SUNDAY, June 21, 2015
Festival FOOD FAIR & CORONATION 2015
1p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park
Contact: Leona E. Smith (340) 690-3692
Festival BOAT RACE 2015
3p.m. Cruz Bay Harbor
Contact: Slim (340) 771-2498

SATURDAY, June 27, 2015
Festival VILLAGE 2015 OPENING
7p.m. Cruz Bay Parking Lot
Contact: Jane Johannes (340)776-6450
Festival CHILDREN’S VILLAGE 2015
6p.m. St. John National Park
Contact: St. John Rotary Club -Alecia Wells (508)963-2641
FRIDAY, July 3, 2015
EMANCIPATION DAY 2015
10a.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park
Contact: Alecia Wells (508) 963-2641
SATURDAY, July 4, 2015
Festival J’OUVERT 2015
Sunrise: St. John National Park
Contact: (340) 690-2728/ 690-1725/ 690-3692
Festival PARADE 2015
11a.m. St. John National Park
Contact: Natalie Thomas (340)690-1725
Festival FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2015
9p.m. Cruz Bay Harbor
Contact: MaLinda Nelson (340) 776-6492
SUNDAY, July 5, 2015
Festival POKER RUN 2015
12p.m. Cruz Bay Beach Front
Contact: Gaylord Sprauve (340) 690-9340

Note: Random TSA checks will be conducted, BE PREPARED

FESTIVAL HOTLINE NUMBERS: (340)690-3692 or ((340)690-1725

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

Prince and Rose Adams won this Inn located in Lovell, Maine, with their 200-word
essay.

Coral Bay Residents Win Maine Inn in Essay Contest
By jaime elliott
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY — Ten-year-old
Jacob Adams’ dreams of owning
a Great Dane are about to come
true.
The son of Prince and Rose
Adams, owners of Sweet Plantains
restaurant in Coral Bay, promised
Jacob Adams that he could get the
large dog only if they moved to a
big house out in the country.
“He always wanted a Great
Dane,” said Prince Adams. “For
two years he’s been obsessed with
the idea. I told him there was no
way we could have a Great Dane
down here. It’s like a small horse
and there was no way we could
keep it in our little house.”
“He kept bugging us about it
so I finally told him the only way
we’ll get a Great Dane is if we get
a big, big house out in the country,” Prince Adams said. “We’re
urban people. I thought there was
no way that would happen.”
Soon, the family will be calling remote Lovell, Maine home.
Prince Adams penned the winning
essay in contest with the grand
prize being the 200-year-old CenContinued on Page 16

Adams’ Winning Essay
Twelve years ago, we embarked on the journey
of painstakingly converting a dilapidated building into
a charming guesthouse and restaurant. We were
newly married and learned important lessons that both
solidified our relationship and allowed us to have a
thriving business in the process. A successful marriage
requires passion, hospitality and commitment. Perhaps
the same is true for this venture.
Hospitality is more than good manners, proper
etiquette, great food and a comfortable room: it is also
about being consistent, keeping pace with customers’
demands and taking good care of the staff. However
the welfare of a marriage is always of paramount
importance.
My wife is the talented chef with a culinary degree,
catering and restaurant management experience.
I have marketing, inn-keeping, bartending and
handyman skills. Our teamwork earned us several
TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence and top peoples’
choice accolades, including Best Chef, Best Gourmet
Dining and Best Bartending. This contest is fortuitous
since we now aspire to finally own a place outright;
somewhere to share our love of fine food, great wines
and entertaining with others. Undoubtedly our passion,
hospitality and commitment is the perfect recipe for a
successful marriage to the beautiful Center Lovell Inn
and Restaurant.
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It took several hours,
four new tires, some
repairs to the wrecker
and a nasty battle with
the Acacia tree that had
enveloped one end of the
V.I. Police Department
mobile substation, but VIPD
officials followed through
on their promise to take the
unused vehicle from the
isolated community after
sitting unused for donkey
years.
St. John Tradewinds News
Photo by Tom Oat

“Sleeping” Substation Rescued from Acacia Attack!
Isolated Community Again Without VIPD Facility
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
CORAL BAY —True to their word, V.I. Police
Department officials succeeded in taking away the
Coral Bay VIPD Mobile Command Center in Coral
Bay on Friday, May 29, and rushed it off the island
purportedly for refurbishment and reassignment – although apparently not in Coral Bay.
VIPD officials had informed the isolated community they were moving the mobile command post,
which had been put on government property adjacent
to the Coral Bauy V.I. Fire Service station more than
10 years ago and never utilized – or even hooked up
to public utilities.
Over the years, undergrowth had become “overgrowth” with a treacherous, spikey Acacia tree guarding the recently-installed hardware to finally hook-up
the substation to utilities.
Of course the vehicle’s tires were flat – one ob-

server said it appeared all four tires had been slashed
– and new wheels were brought over and the truck
raised to change the tires before the vehicle was
towed to Cruz Bay and immediately barged off the
island by mid-afternoon.
VIPD officials had announced nebulous plans for
the vehicle after its refurbishment at a recent public
meeting, but the mobile command center apparently
will not be coming back to Coral Bay – once again
leaving the community and the east end of the Island
without a VIPD facility.
Ironically, it took long enough for the substation
to get towed out of Coral Bay that it avoided any delays moving across the island from the major truck
accident that had closed Gerda Marsh Drive, also
known as Centerline Road or V.I. Route 10, in Estate
Rustenberg and Adventure just east of the small scenic overlook for much of the afternoon.
(See related story.)

POISONING EMERGENCY?

Yelena Rogers Photography
PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831
340-774-4027 603-401-4757
www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography

U. S . V I RG I N I S L A N D S

501 (3) c
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

oreo is a
wonderful 1 year
old male who is
very outgoing and
affectionate. He
does have some
energy but loves
to play with other
dogs, and would
make a wonderful
addition to any
family.

Expert, confidential advice from the health professionals
at the Florida/USVI Poison Information Center.

PO BOX 429, ST. JOHN, VI . 774-1625 . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY
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The Tale of the Donkey Relief Project

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

ACC Shelter Manager sports a new “Save Our Asses”
T-shirt while Oriel Smith stands by in support of the cause.

By Julie Edwards-Van Ness
Special to St. John Tradewinds
ST. JOHN — The Donkey Relief Project, which
supports island donkeys in need during the severe
drought conditions, is well underway.
Many people, however, both near and far have
been asking several questions such as: How did it
start; Who is involved; and What is the plan? Here is
a short story to answer those questions.
In early May, I was driving with my husband to
Coral Bay for an afternoon hike. The weather conditions were drier than normal so there was concern for
the animals who had immediate need for food and
water. I figured that “somebody” was taking care of
the problem and thus, I went about my way without
doing anything to help until I ran across two female
donkeys, a mother and her baby - on Centerline Road.
Something inside compelled me to ask my husband
to “pull over now” and so we did.
When the donkeys walked up to our car, seeking food and water, I could only offer them my small
water bottle. Naturally donkeys don’t know how to
drink from a plastic water bottle, so the water fell
to the ground. What took place next, changed the
trajectory of events based on what I witnessed with
my own eyes: The mother and baby donkeys were
so thirsty that they immediately started licking up
the small amount of water that had spilled on the hot
pavement!
I quickly realized that the drought was a huge
problem for the island animals (especially the largesized donkeys who need large portions of daily water
and grain in order to survive), and that the heat would
get more intense as summer continued. At that point,
I started asking several local friends questions about
donkey care and was surprised to learn that there
wasn’t any organized group who formally supported
these animals! What everyone did tell me, however,
was about an amazing man named Oriel Smith who
worked in the grounds department at Caneel Bay Resort.
Oriel was described as a kind of “Dr. Doolittle”
who had animals constantly gravitate towards him
and he was affectionately described as a type of St.
John “Donkey King” because of his numerous years
of dedicated support to help these animals. This insight, of course, naturally begged the questions: How
many donkeys are on St. John; and How does Oriel
pay for the food for those donkeys that come his
way?
I learned that there are approximately between 50
and 70 donkeys on the island, that Dana Bartlett, who
owns the Carolina Corral, cares for approximately
nine of the donkeys at her stable in Coral Bay and that
Oriel cares for about 24 donkeys who come to Caneel
Bay. The rest of the donkeys roam freely, mostly between Caneel and Coral Bays. The bigger question
then became, How can others in the community help
provide support so that the only two dedicated people aren’t doing all of the work? This revelation was
the tipping point towards a local grassroots committee formed of six volunteers: St John Animal Care
Center, Lucy Banks, Ryan Moore, Oriel Smith, Pam

Deckoff and my husband and myself, Mark and Julie
Van Ness.
Each person on the volunteer team quickly got
their creative juices flowing on how better to support
the island donkeys and the colorful “Save our Asses”
theme and project emerged.
Goals were set in phases, starting with the short
term pressing need for water and food while the sun
baked down on the animals. A type of “bucket brigade” was then created whereby the public could
drop off jugs of water directly in the orange and
white plastic water buckets strategically placed along
Centerline Road starting at Columbo’s smoothie shop
and into Coral Bay. The St. John Hardware store offered to sell its buckets at a reduced price of only $6
per bucket and now there are at least a dozen buckets
seen along Centerline Road. Although this task has
been underway for a few weeks, the roaming donkeys still need water and food on a daily basis, so
more buckets would be helpful.
The next goal, phase two, was to get t-shirts out
to the public to sell which would provide a significant
portion of the proceeds to the ACC for the donkeys
on-going needs. The first business owner to immediately step up to the plate was Pretlow Majette, owner
of Made in St. John, Waterbase, Big Planet and Pig
and Rooster, who quickly embraced the movement.
Majette will be selling two versions of the t-shirts; a
“Save our Asses” and a “Save our Donkeys” for $25
per shirt, with $10 going to the ACC. Majette’s stores
also provide on-line orders for people who want to
support the cause from afar or stock up early on holiday gifts.
Local graphic artist Kate Norfleet graciously designed and provided the logo (shown in the photo)
and these t-shirts will be in stores during the week
of June 22. Other businesses have kindly joined the
movement as well, including Jolly Dog and Chelsea Drug Store, which have their versions of t-shirts
available now with an undetermined percentage of
the proceeds going to the ACC, but a promise of a
significant donation coming!
Currently, other local businesses are in the works
to support this growing movement as well, so for
more information as to who is coming on board or
to donate, please log onto the ACC website at www.
stjacc.org. All supporters are welcome to join the
movement, so please contact Ryan at the ACC if interested at (340) 774-1625.
Phase three of the donkey relief project has a more
grand idea and goal, that if accomplished, would be
an exciting artistic feat for the community. It would
involved a few cement donkey statues, which would
be colorfully painted by local artists and/or kids in
the community who want to leave a legacy through
community service. The donkey statues would be
hand-selected to be placed on private property, in
key areas around the island ranging from Cruz Bay
to Coral Bay.
These painted statues would serve not only as
funding mechanism to help support the ACC for the
on-going donkey relief project, but they would also
Continued on Page 16
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Relax to the Sound of the Surf
at Hart Bay from Sea Waves
By jaime elliott
St. John Tradewinds
HART BAY — You’ll never
tire of listening to the sound of the
surf gently meeting the shoreline
in nearby Hart Bay beach as you
relax in luxury at Sea Waves in Estate Chocolate Hole.
A four bedroom, four and a half
bathroom villa, Sea Waves is for
sale for $1.995 million, explained
Christie O’Neil of Holiday Homes
of St. John.
“What really sets this property
apart is that you can hear the sound
of the waves in Hart Bay,” said
O’Neil. “There are great views
from this home and you can walk
to the bay which is a favorite local
spot for shell collecting.”
No matter the weather in Hart

Bay, there is always something to
do, O’Neil added.
“On calm days, take you paddle board out for a SUP session
and when the waves are up you
can watch surfers,” she said. “It’s
also the perfect place to walk your
dogs.”
Sea Waves is nestled on a full
half-acre lot in the desirable Estate Chocolate Hole neighborhood
located only a few minutes from
the dining, shopping and nightlife
of Cruz Bay. The famed alabaster beaches of the island’s North
Shore are only a short drive away
as well.
But no one would blame you
if you rarely make it to the beach.
There is no better way to while
away the day then lounging by

the refreshing swimming pool on
your private tiled deck as you soak
up the tropical rays and enjoy the
cooling breeze off the water.
Sea Waves is an all masonry
home which features a glazed barrel tile roof and those stunning
water views. The property boasts
lush, mature landscaping and plenty of space to provide the utmost
in privacy for guests and family
members.
Inside find soaring exposed
beam ceiling reaching at least nine
feet tall and ceramic tiled floors
featured throughout the home. The
open plan chef’s kitchen boasts
stainless steel appliances, granite
counter tops, maple cabinetry and
a lovely breakfast bar for casual
dining.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

“What really sets this property apart is that you can
hear the sound of the waves in Hart Bay.”

The kitchen leads directly into
the spacious great room which encompasses both a cozy living room
area and a large dining space. The
great room opens right to the pool
and large deck, bringing plenty of
light and air into the space.
The bedrooms are luxuriously
appointed and all feature en suite
bathrooms boasting glass block
showers. Interior stairways link

all of the bedrooms, making Sea
Waves ideal for families with children.
Other amenities include beautiful native stone details, plenty of
parking and several levels of spacious decks.
For more information on Sea
Waves, call O’Neil at Holiday
Homes at (340) 774-8088 or on
her cell phone at (340) 998-7451.

Timeless & ClassiC: famous mignot Pearl Designs
The perfect gift or purchase to remember your special island get-a-way.

S

Selection at Gibney Beach Villas / Hawksnet Bay / North Shore Rd / 340-643-2936
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Letters to St. John Tradewinds
None Caring Congress for Navy
Vietnam Veterans
It has come of a common opinion amongst Vietnam War Veterans
that Congress tends to exclude mostly Blue Water Vietnam Veterans
for VA benefits. This group of veterans never had boots on ground
Vietnam, yet just the same they are sick due to Agent Orange exposure. It seems Congress and the VA consider these veterans not
worthy.
There are limited benefits to those who served in Country and
those who served at sea are excluded, yet Agent Orange was in the
drinking water onboard Navy ships causing sickness years later.
How many more of us have to die in agony until there are so few
of us left that the amount of dollars to care for those left wont matter much. Is this what America is about none caring attitude by our
legislators? Where does it say in our Constitution and Bill of Rights
that our veterans need NOT be cared for when in need?
“A man who is good enough to shed his blood for the Country is good enough to be given a square deal afterwards.” Theodore
Roosevelt.
Over 175,000 Navy veterans are the unsung casualties of the
Vietnam War. It is not about Democrats and Republicans, It is about
Americans who fought a thankless war. Maybe this is why Congress
is reluctant to provide VA benefits, a Thankless War.
Several years past, legislative Bills have been introduced for this
group of sailors only to fail in committee. Presently there are two
new Bills, House Bill HR-969 and Senate Bill S.681, both are titled
The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Agent Orange Act. If either
of these Bills are passed, Navy Veterans will receive their VA benefits. The American people can help by calling and writing to your
members of Congress and Senators to support these Bills.
Sincerely,
John J. Bury, U.S. Navy, retired,
Vietnam War Veteran
Media, PA

Volunteer Thank You

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of CBCC

The Coral Bay Yacht Club hosted a cleanup of boat debris in the mangroves
shorelines of Coral Bay on Sunday June 14th. 10 persons, 4 boats, and one pick
up truck cleaned a quarter mile of shoreline principally of debris from an old wooden
trimaran boat wreck from the 1990’s that broke up within the last year and left debris
on along the shoreline in Coral Harbor. Their work counts as matching local effort
for the federal NOAA grant that the Coral Bay Community Council has to remove
derelict vessels (this summer if all goes well.) Thanks to the volunteers: Mark
Grant, Mary Burks, Richard Burks, Sara O’Neill, Lori Morelli, Jim Donovan, Sharon
Coldren, Roberta Marquis, Trent Myers and Phil Strenger.

Crossword Answers (Puzzle located on Page 20)

Two Men Caught With 61 Haitian Nationals
on Sailboat Are Charged with Alien Smuggling
St. John Tradewinds
ST. JOHN —ST. THOMAS – A Grenadian and a
Dominican national intercepted off St. John with 61
Haitians on board their sailboat have been arrested
on a criminal complaint charging them with encouraging and inducing aliens to enter the United States
in violation of law, United States Attorney Ronald
W. Sharpe announced June 12.
Kendrick Christopher, 47, a Grenadian national,
and Jeard Shillingford, 33, a Dominican national,
were arrested June 11
The United States Coast Guard and U.S. Customs and Border Protection intercepted the S/V vessel Annpurna off the coast of St. John on June 10,
according to the federal complaint.
The vessel was operated by both Christopher
and Shillingford and contained 61 Haitian nationals
seeking to enter the United States illegally, the com-

plaint alleged.
If convicted of encouraging and inducing aliens
to enter the United States illegally, Christopher and
Shillingford face a maximum sentence of not more
than five years in prison. If the offense was done for
the purpose of private financial gain, the sentence is
not more than 10 years in prison.
At the conclusion of their detention hearing on
June 12, U.S. Magistrate Judge Ruth Miller ordered
both men remanded to the custody of the United
States Marshals Service pending further proceedings.
The case is being investigated by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security
Investigations. It is being prosecuted by Assistant
United States Attorney David White.
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FirstBank and Caneel Bay Celebrate
Rockefeller Lineage With $11 Million
Financing for Major Refurbishment
By TOM OAT
St. John Tradewinds
ST. THOMAS — The owner
of the iconic St. John resort Caneel
Bay, CBI Acquisition, announced
a financing agreement for $11
million — a significant portion of
which will be utilized to refurbish
guest units at the historic Caneel
Bay Resort on St. John.
CBI Acquisition’s manager
and majority owner, Gary Engle,
joined officers of FirstBank for the
closing of $11 million in commercial credit facilities on Monday,
June 15.
“A commercial credit facility
is essentially a loan for CBI Acquisitions, LLC to help finance
a number of projects; the main
project being embarked on is the
renovation of our room product at
Caneel Bay,” said Caneel Bay Director of Marketing Patrick Kidd.
“We are very excited to introduce a completely re-imagined
room product at Caneel Bay,” said
Kidd, who added he would be
“only too pleased to talk further
in due course when there is something to show.”
“The new rooms will work
within the existing foot-print of
the buildings, while the mid-century style of architecture will of
course remain unchanged,” Kidd
foretold.
Remodeled Bathrooms,
Individualized Rooms
“However the interiors will
feature completely re-modeled
bathrooms along with new furniture, fittings and equipment —
we’re looking to individualize
each room in various ways and incorporate design elements which
capture both Caneel Bay’s 1950’s
heritage, as well as the incredible
beauty of our natural environment.”
“We want our guests to walk
into a room and just by looking
around, know they can be nowhere
other than Caneel Bay,” Kidd explained poetically.
“As soon as we have renderings and some further descriptions
of the design elements, then we

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of Firstbank

56-Year Banking Relationship: FirstBank
Regional Manager Victor Santiago, Caneel Bay Inc.’s Gary
Engle, and Maria Conor of FirstBank, seated from left to
right, and Cassan Pancham and Angel Dawson of First
Bank, standing from left to right, complete $11 million credit
agreement extending a V.I. banking relationship dating
back to 1959.
are planning to distribute a press
release” Kidd e-mailed St. John
Tradewinds.
Caneel Bay, one of the most
breathtaking vacation destinations in the Caribbean, was “discovered” in the mid 19th century
by Laurance Rockefeller while
sailing on a family cruise and its
beaches are widely considered to
be among the best in the world, according to a CBI release.
A steadfast environmentalist and preservationist, Laurance
Rockefeller was dedicated to creating a destination that would live
in harmony with its natural environment, according to the CBI announcement.
Historic FirstBank,
Caneel Connection
Caneel Bay opened its doors
on December 1, 1956. In an interesting historical footnote, FirstBank’s predecessor in the Virgin
Islands, Chase Manhattan Bank,
of which the Rockefeller family
was the largest shareholder, commenced operations in the Virgin
Islands a few years later in July
1959.

“Over the years the resort has
remained faithful to Laurance
Rockefeller’s original dream of
simple splendor in a pristine natural setting, according to Caneel
Bay Inc. principal Engle. “It is a
rare destination where guests can
find sanctuary from the stress and
distractions of everyday life. The
refurbishment that is being financed by FirstBank will remain
true to this vision.”
“FirstBank Virgin Islands and
Caneel Bay share a common heritage and a common interest in a vibrant U.S. Virgin Islands tourism
industry,” said FirstBank’s Eastern Caribbean Region Business
Director Victor Santiago. “The
resort is a mainstay of the St. John
and U.S. Virgin Islands economy
and we are very happy to facilitate
its refurbishment project.”
Santiago was joined at the
closing by Cassan Pancham, Executive Vice President of FirstBank; Angel Dawson, Senior Vice
President and Commercial Business Manager; and Maria Conor,
Vice President and Business Relationship Manager.

Island Green Building Association

St. John Youth Coalition
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-oriented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.
June 22-August 14
— Gifft Hill School will offer summer academic enrichment
sessions for children ages 3 to 11 from June 22 to August 14.
Qualified instructors will lead students in age-appropriate academic enrichment activities and field excursions that will enrich
students’ understanding of classroom work.
Friday, June 26
— The Family Night movie “Saving Faith – Some Wounds
Only God Can Heal” will be presented Free for the whiol Family
on Friday, June 26, at 7 p.m. at the Bethany Moravian Church
Fellowship Hall.
Sunday, September 6
— Grab your bike, lace up those running shoes and start training for the 16th Annual Love City Triathlon on Sunday, September 6 at 7 a.m.
Friday and Saturday, January 29-30, 2016
— Broadway Comes to St. John 2016 has been scheduled for
Friday, January 29 and Saturday, January 30!

Alcholics Anonymous Meetings
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay;
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay
Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon Meetings
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340)
642-3263

St. John Tradewinds News Photos Courtesy of St. John Magazine

Rose Adams, left, runs the kitchen and the back of the
house and Prince Adams, above, runs the bar and the
front of the house in their formula for restaurant success at
Sweet Plantains in Coral Bay.

Coral Bay Residents Win Maine Inn in Essay Contest
Continued from Page 10
ter Lovell Inn and Restaurant in
western Maine. Current Center
Lovell Inn owner Janice Sage won
the historic hotel and restaurant 22
years ago after writing her own
winning essay. Ready to retire,
Sage decided to offer the inn to
new owners the same way she had
won it, charging $125 per entry.
In his 200 word essay, Prince
Adams detailed some of the lessons he had gleaned by opening
and operating Sweet Plantains
over the past 12 years.
“Hospitality is more than good
manners, proper etiquette, great
food and a comfortable room: it is
also about being consistent, keeping pace with customers’ demands
and taking good care of the staff,”
Prince Adams wrote. “However
the welfare of a marriage is always

of paramount importance. Undoubtedly our passion, hospitality and commitment is the perfect
recipe for a successful marriage
to the beautiful Center Lovell Inn
and Restaurant.”
Prince Adams composed the
essay and sent it off a few months
ago, not giving the idea of winning
much thought, he explained.
“It was like playing the lotto,”
said Prince Adams. “You dream
for a five minutes and that’s it. We
didn’t expect it at all. It was crazy
when we got the call. We were totally caught off guard.”
The Adams received the call
announcing their win on June 6
and started planning their new
life, ready to trade their Coral Bay
harbor view for one of the White
Mountains.
Originally from Brooklyn,

Tale of the Donkey
Relief Project
Continued from Page 12
would serve as an educational tool,
providing information and awareness
to tourists and locals for generations
regarding the history of the island donkeys. The public is asked to contact the
ACC if interested in being apart of this
opportunity.
With the big picture in mind, it is the
committee’s hope that as more drought
seasons arise each year, there are ways
and means already set up to help local
donkeys get the relief they need and
continue to warm the hearts of those
who love and respect these animals.

New York, Rose Adams is the genius of the kitchen at Sweet Plantains, whipping up down-island
influenced, nuanced flavors that
have drawn a steady loyal clientele to the Coral Bay restaurant
who clamor for the ceviches, curry
dishes and addictive hot wings.
Prince Adams is the master behind the bar, showcasing a variety
of rums and tropical juices in his
signature cocktails, which he plans
to share with rural Maine residents
soon.
Rose and Prince Adams served
their last meals at Sweet Plantains
on Saturday, July 13, and shuttered
their doors. The family is currently
preparing for the move north and
getting ready to welcome a new
addition to the family — the Great
Dane Jacob Adams has already
named Bowser.
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“Number One on Trip Advisor”

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy Jolly Dog

Thomas Matthews loves his Our Market
Smoothies emporium next to Cap’s Place across
Kronprinsgade from the Ubaldina Simmonds U.S.
Post Office in the hub of downtown Cruz Bay — and
his customers love Thomas Matthews.
Day and night, the hospitality entrepreneur is
cutting coconuts and regaling visitors with his sincere
welcoming — and posing in all sorts of comical group
shots that make lasting memories of St. John for
visitors.

We are the People of the Tradewinds
We are people of the tradewinds, a special people.
Like the winds, we come and go in an unending circulation.
The tradewinds are created from a natural source of energy.
When this energy has developed enough strength, it blows off across
the seas and lands in an uncertain path. Unpredictably, the winds
return. Having traveled all over the world, it brings back new
aromas, new energy, and new life to a still environment.
We, like the winds, are created naturally. When we have
gathered enough knowledge and strength, we too go off across the seas
and lands in a sometime uncertain path. We travel over the globe in search of the spices
of life. Then, almost unpredictably, we return. We bring with us new information, new
ideas, and new motivation to an old culture. We are people of the tradewinds, a special
people. We venture off to find the spices of life. Then we return with whatever we have
gained to influence the birth of a newer, stronger, reenergized circulation.
Remember, people of the tradewinds, to be like the winds. No matter where you
venture, return. Return not as you left, but with a moving force to do your part in

Department of Tourism Seeks Entertainers
St. John Tradewinds
ST. JOHN — The Department
of Tourism is seeking entertainers
including musicians, dancers and
other performing artists who are
interested in performing for visitors.
Entertainers should visit the
Department of Tourism offices to
complete an application, W9 form
and provide the following: copy of
a current business license, performance sample and rates for on/off
island performances.
Criteria for artists include:
Musicians will be involved in

performing music in a variety of
genres. They can be composers,
instrumentalists and/or singers
who perform either in the studio or
before a live audience.
Dancers must be able to perform to live audiences and for television, film and video productions
with choreographed performance
and appropriate costumes.
Actors should be able to perform for a live audience, in a studio
or “on location” for film, television, internet and radio broadcast.
The individual should also be able
to do voice-overs for advertise-

ments or recordings.
The Department seeks entertainers with flexible schedules
available to work during the week,
weekends and holidays. Applications may be picked up at the Visitors’ Center in Cruz Bay, St. John.
Entertainers who have previously worked with the Department
are urged to contact the office to
update their files with the most
current information.
For more information contact
Ms. Diana P. Brown at 340-7748784 ext. 2236 and Mr. Alvin Milligan at 772-0357.

Follow

Nature’s Way

Use your cut brush to
sa ve th e environm ent!
Keeping your
yard waste for
brush berms:

• Helps stop erosion
• Helps water soak
into ground
• Saves fuel and time
to transport
• Doesn’t fill up landfill
• Returns nutrients
to the soil
• Doesn’t distribute pests
• BEST GARDENING
PRACTICE!

BRUSH
BERM

keeping the circulation alive.
Something Positive,
-Positive1995
This message is dedicated to the people of the Virgin Islands (West Indians)

340-776-2099

www.CoralBayCommunityCouncil.org

Produced under a grant by the Rural Utilities Service, United States Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are
solely the responsibility of the Coral Bay Community Council and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Rural Utilities Service.
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Church Directory
Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays
776-6316, 776-6254
Bethany Moravian Church
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.
Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.
Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach
Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard
Cruz Bay Baptist Church
Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315
Emmaus Moravian Church
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713
Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI
Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578
Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m.
Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053
Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship,
Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884
Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay
at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish;
Mondays: 12:15 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 7 a.m.
& Fridays: 7 p.m. Call 776-6339 for more information.
Prayer House of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays
Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820
St. John Methodist Church
Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477
St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m.,
Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230
St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.
Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

St. JohnTradewinds News Photos by Bill Stelzer

Contestant #3 Laila Evelyn, above, as “Annie” and
in her evening gown, center left. Contestant #1 Sage
Dalmida-Osiris, top left, during the swimsuit segment.
Eventual winner, Contestant #2 Sanijah, bottom left, as
“Robin Hood” during the storybook segment.

2015 St. John Princess Show
Continued from Page 4
The audience watched in awe
as Sage graced the stage as a gymnast; Sanijah skillfully represented
the archer Robin Hood, and Laila
marched in cadence as a military
drill team member.
The third judged segment of
the show was the storybook/cartoon character segment worth 100
points.
Sage twirled across the stage
as she portrayed children’s show
and book character, Angelina Ballerina.
Sanijah gave the crowd an experience of Brazilian flare in her
performance as a bird from the
films Rio and Rio 2.
Laila presented a heartwarming performance in her portrayal

as Orphan Annie.
The eveningwear segment followed soon after and it was followed by the question-and-answer
segment.
The question of the night pertained to an island tour the contestants took a few weeks prior.
Contestants Split Awards
By the end of the evening, Sage
Osiris was deemed Miss Photogenic and Miss Intellect.
Sanijah Gris claimed the 2015
St. John Festival Princess title,
Best Evening Wear, and Miss Congeniality.
Laila Evelyn captured Best
Sportswear, Best Storybook/Cartoon Character, and Miss Cooperative.
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Students Promoted to Ninth Grade
Continued from Page 8
“Be prompt, be prepared, be polite and be proud. They are all
life skills you must have if you want to be successful,” explained
Wells-Hendrington.
Julius E Sprauve alumnus and Representative of the Department of Education Oswin Sewer clarified the importance of children in a community.
“In Africa they ask, ‘How are the children?’, for they know
that the state of the community is based on the state of the children,” said Sewer. “I have faith in both in this community, thanks
to the accomplishments of the children within it.”
“Be the best you can be, make wise choices, and always keep
your eyes open,” Sewer continued.
Musical Interludes
The event contained several musical selections including See
You Again, performed by Destini Garcia and Steffi Emilien, Ain’t
No Stopping Us Now performed by the class, and a tearful rendition of The Wind Beneath My Wings performed by Steffi Emilien.
Julius E. Sprauve alumnus and St. John Administrator Camille
Paris stressed the importance of hard work and persistence.
“Nothing will be handed to you, you must work hard,” declared Paris.There will be times when you feel like giving up, but
I assure you that it is not the answer.
Second honors student De-Shawna Davis reminisced on the
year fondly.
“This year flew by so fast,” Davis told her fellow students.
“I’ll always remember our water balloon fight, dressing up like a
tourist during spirit week, our field trip to Annaberg, and so much
more.”
“This is the beginning of a new journey, and it wouldn’t be
possible without the help of our teachers and parents. We made
it!” cried Davis.
“Today is proof that hard work and dedication pays off,” said
first honors student Seala Matthias.
“Dream big, and make next year even better than this year,”
Seala told her fellow classmates.
Following the presentation of promotion certificates, the students were presented with various certificates of achievement
such as most improved in math, best citizenship, highest average
in social studies, most inspirational basketball player, and more.

St. John Man Arrested for Tire Iron Assault
St. John Tradewinds
ST. JOHN – Monday, June 15 – Micheal Bernard George, 33 of Estate Carolina, was placed under arrest and charged with 1st Degree Burglary in an incident where he and another individual (unknown at this
time) broke into a Coral Bay office with a knife. Bail for Micheal Bernard
George was set at $2,500. by Order of the Court and unable to post bail,
George was remanded to the Bureau of Corrections.
Raphael G. Dalmida, 29, of Estate Pastory, St. John, was arrested
Thursday, June 18, and charged with Third Degree Assault after striking
an individual with a tire iron during an altercation, causing serious bodily
harm. Bail for Dalmida was set at $25,000 by order of the court. Unable
to post bail, he was remanded to the Bureau of Corrections pending his
Advise of Rights Hearing.
Thursday, June 18 – Anthony Angol, 19 of Blind Point, Cruz Bay,
St. John was arrested and charged with 3rd Degree Assault after he was
positively identified and admitted to stabbing a male in the area of The
Bonjour Gas Station. Bail for Anthony Angol was set at $25,000 and unable to post bail he was remanded to the Bureau of Corrections.

Body of Spear-fisherman Recovered
Continued from Page 3
The USCG received a report of caller from St.
John to 911 who said they had been watching a spear
fisherman operate from a kayak and had not seen him
come back to his small boat, Lt. Andrew Simpson of
Sector San Juan told St. John Tradewinds on June
19.
“They couldn’t see him any longer and they called
911 and the Coast Guard was notified,” according to
Lt. Simpson. The initial call “to investigate the kayak
to see if the person was okay” came through 911,” he
reiterated.
When a U.S. Coast Guard Dolphin helicopter
in the area responded soon after the initial call and
found the diver’s kayak and “found the person was
not there,” the USCG “started search and rescue,” according to Lt. Simpson.
The USCG sent a “new helicopter with rescue
swimmer” to the scene, the USCG officer reported.
“Coast Guard (rescue swimmer response) doesn’t
have diver capability,” Lt. Simpson proffered.
USCG on Scene at 8:50 p.m.
A USCG 33-foot, “small boat” from the St. Thomas detachment was underway at 8:20 p.m. and was
“on scene” at 8:50 p.m., according to Lt. Simpson.
“Friends of the missing kayaker searched into the
night,” he added. “They found the body in about 20
feet of water at about 11:30 p.m.”
St. John Tradewinds received a text from a resident at 1:47 a.m. Thursday morning reporting that
a helicopter had been operating over the southwest
shore since about 10:30 p.m. Wednesday night.
“The helicopter was on scene at least until past
midnight,” according to Lt. Simpson. “The 33-foot-

er (response boat) from St. Thomas remained on
scene.”
There was no official USCG involvement in the
recovery of Bettencourt’s body, according to the
USCG officer.
VIPD Timeline Different, Limited
The official V.I. Police Department press release
on the marine death issued Friday afternoon, June 19,
at 3:15 p.m. differed from the Coast Guard report and
left more questions unanswered than it answered and,
in fact, raised more questions:
“At roughly 11:57 p.m. on Wednesday, June 17,
2015 patrol units were dispatched to the Westin Resort in reference to a drowning,” the V.I. Police Department said in an electronic press release Friday
afternoon, June 19. “The victim, Chris Bettencourt an
employee of the resort had been known to go kayaking frequently and had taken to the sea that afternoon.”
“A co-worker of the deceased told police that he
received a call from a National Park Ranger at 11:40
p.m. stating that the victim’s kayak had been located,
with no sign of the deceased,” the VIPD reported.
“The Coast Guard was contacted for assistance, located the body and made several attempts to retrieve
it to no avail.”
“The Coast Guard resumed their efforts to retrieve
the body on the morning of Thursday, June 18th and
by 9:00 a.m.; the body of the victim had been retrieved, lifted and transported to the National Park
Dock,” the VIPD electronic press release concluded
without elaboration. “The incident is under continued
investigation.”

Crimes of the Week
Crime Stoppers USVI

St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers empowers you to make your
neighborhoods safer by reporting information
while remaining totally anonymous. We understand that some people are still skeptical as to how
we keep you anonymous. To learn how we do this,
visit www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org and click on
How It Works. If you know something, say something, as law enforcement needs to know what you
know. Crime prevention is up to all of us.
St. John: On May 29th at approximately
11:10 p.m., officers were dispatched to the area
of Kongens Gade in Cruz Bay. Upon arrival, officers observed a black male slumped over in a
patio chair. Upon further inspection, police discovered that Kenson Jolly, known as “Jolly” from
Pastory, had been shot several times. If you know
anything about this homicide, please call the St.
John Criminal Investigations Unit at 693-8880 or
Crime Stoppers.
St. Thomas: Thursday, January 13th, 2011
29-year-old Rashaile Ja of Smith Bay was shot to

death. According to the police report, officers responded at about 11:00 a.m. to a call of shots fired
in Smith Bay. Arriving minutes later, they were
told that a victim was being transported by a private vehicle to RLS Medical Center where he later
died of his injuries.
St. Croix: Police need your help solving this
cold case. On Sunday, March 23rd, 2003, 25-yearoldYasser Ishmeel, co-owner of the Liquor and
More Store in Barren Spot, was shot in the chest
and killed by two masked gunmen who were apparently attempting to rob him as he was leaving
his store.
Continue to speak up so the USVI becomes
one of the safest places in the world to live, work,
and raise a family. If you know something, say
something. Make sure no crime goes unsolved.
Even the smallest bit of information may be just
what law enforcement needs to solve these and
other cases. Continue to submit information on
these or any other crimes at www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org, or by calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).
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St. John Tradewinds

Business Directory
Accommodations

Landscaping

Island Getaways
888-693-7676,
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987
or locally 340-776-6152

Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

Architecture

Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI 00831

Art Galleries

Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Real Estate

340 Real Estate Company, LLC
340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com
Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI 00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Bajo el Sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. 340-693-7070

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI 00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery
Located at The Marketplace
340-693-8524

Restaurants

Banking

Fish Trap Restaurant
and Seafood Market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

La Tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

Furniture

Ocean 362
American Contemporary Cuisine
For reservations, call 340-776-0001

Carlos Furniture - 340-693-0016
Located at Tutu Park Mall on STT
Free delivery and setup to St. John

Green Building

Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar
Series info and ReSource Depot
inventory

Insurance

PGU Insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com
Theodore Tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry

R&I Patton goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Skinny Legs
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services

C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047
Located in Coral Bay

Wedding Services

Weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel
Coordination, Accommodations

PAIR-A
PHRASING
ACROSS
1 Music-licensing gp.
6 With greatest frequency
14 Light, in a way
20 River to Lake Geneva
21 Many kids’ art projects
22 “Any way is fine by me”
23 STARDOM WEALTH
25 “Bewitched” husband
26 F minor, e.g.
27 Albany hrs.
28 Abbr. on a pay stub
30 One of King Lear’s
daughters
31 Most like Solomon
33 STRIKE DWELLING
39 “... boy — girl?”
40 Gambling place, briefly
42 Planted “pet”
43 “Für —” (Beethoven
favorite)
44 HUDSON OCTET
48 “Peanuts” girl with
glasses
52 Student’s dissertation
53 Country’s McEntire
56 Wyatt of the Old West
57 Hector
60 “Mona —”
63 Makes match up
66 Pasty luau fare
67 Skating rink shape
68 PERFORM ZERO
71 In a strict way
74 Bovine sound
75 Global divide

76
81
82
83

NEGATIVE LEVY
Tomb-raiding Croft
Suffix of pasta names
“A Bell for —” (classic
novel)
84 Any minute
85 “Slim Shady” rapper
87 Blockhead
89 Half of Mork’s goodbye
91 Gradually withdrew
93 Antigen attackers
96 EMERALD JEALOUSY
102 Path in a jet
105 Miami- — (Florida
county)
106 Wasted
107 Small battery size
108 GREATLY OFFING
113 Guevara’s commander
115 Of the hipbone
116 Prickly seedcase
117 Ark.-to-Ill. dir.
119 Mai —
120 Frolic
122 ALLOWED STATUTE
129 Verdi tragedy
130 Hold dear
131 Flared dress
132 Forwarded, as mail
133 Furry marine mammal
134 Encounters
DOWN
1 Terrier noise
2 One-named Latina singer
3 Approaches to attack
4 Keep — on (watch)
5 Pod spherule
6 What touts tabulate
7 Liquor bottle

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
24
29
31
32
34
35
36
37
38
41
45
46
47
49
50
51
54
55
57
58
59
61
62
64
65
68

Overly
Be incorrect
Met or Phillie rival
Avian runner
RCA rival
Fly of Kenya
Pot coverer
Reality TV celebrity fired
by Donald three times
Cry from a member of an
arriving group
Ship’s goods
Faith Hill’s “Take Me —”
Wife of Dick Cheney
Prickly plants
N.J. neighbor
Pan for stir-frying
Ex-froshes
Strands post-blizzard
Summer misery stat
Puff piece?
Actor Bert in a lion suit
Footballer Tebow
City transport
And others, in Latin
Grain storer
See 72-Down
El — (peak in California)
Mined find
Clever adage
Party abbr. about drinks
Append
Certain wind musician
Of flight technology
Music of Scott Joplin
Highway rig
Parts of nerve cells
— au vin
Good name for a chef?
Bob of folk

69 Country in West Africa
70 Silver — (photo lab
compound)
72 With 47-Down, forensic
tool
73 Kind of TV
77 A, in Aquila
78 Ding- —
79 Out-of- — (visitor)
80 De novo
85 Tempted
86 Maestro Zubin
88 Like nondefective DVDs
90 Pakistani’s language
92 Feel sickly
94 Capital of Nebraska
95 135 degrees from
117-Across
97 Nosh on
98 End of some URLs
99 Cole of song
100 “Iglu” for “igloo,” e.g.
101 7’6” Ming
103 R&D center
104 Bursts forth
108 Pep
109 Make thrilled
110 Country singer LeAnn
111 Brother, in Brest
112 Between, in Brest
114 Vogue topic
118 — -do-well
121 Boatload
123 Actor Stephen
124 — Zedong
125 Suffix with 124-Down
126 Boy pharaoh
127 “Whack!”
128 Craven of horror films
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For Rent

Employment

FOR RENT:
GUINEA GROVE
APARTMENTS
One and two bedroom
apartments with washer/
dryer, stove and
refrigerator, across the
street from Westin Resort.
$1,150-1,700 per month.
Contact Carolyn
at St. John Properties
340/693-8485

EXPERIENCED MAINTENANCE PERSON
needed for full service real estate firm.
Contact St. John Properties at 693-8485

Chocolate Hole East
Furnished Long Term
2 bed, 1 1/2 bath. AC,
W&D, Electric included.
$1850/mth. 1 yr or 6 mth
lease. Dogs up to 10#
Text or email Ron
715-853-9696
reironald@gmail.com
Coral Bay
2 Bed/2 BATH $1650.
Spacious open plan. Large
rooms. Walking distance to
Coral Bay Market and bus
route. Partially furnished
with covered deck.
Shared W&D.
Ron 715-853-9696
reironald@gmail.com
Villa Lee Anna
Available August
Walking distance to town
Furnished Two bedroom
with deck and nice view
1,600 Call Carolyn
@ St. John Properties
693-8485

Executive Assistant
St. John School of the Arts is seeking one full-time
individual who is extremely organized and takes initiative.
As a non-profit organization, this position will oversee
volunteers, requiring event set-up and break down. Twentyone hours in a regular work week plus extra time for
events will be required. This person will be responsible for
keeping accurate records of ticket sales from events and
class enrollments which require knowledge of Excel and
Word using a MAC computer. Recording/copying/gathering
materials for grant reports and applications, managing
building renovations/repairs and some reception duties will
be expected. Additional desired abilities are web updates
using WordPress and updating the school’s status on social
media as well as grant writing. Please contact Kim Wild
at 340-779-4322 for further information. You may submit
your resume in the office directly or mail to PO Box 180,
St. John, VI 00831.
Commercial Space

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
ON EVERY LEVEL
GREAT PLACE
TO SHOP, DINE
AND WORK
Come join us
we have spaces
available —
Retail, Office
or Storage

340-776-6455

Real Estate
STORAGE:

Coral Bay Domain
16 units on 8 lots
Off grid-solar-wind
Compost-H2O recovery
Pre-const, $397,500
www.domain-llc.com
CASH FOR YOUR
ST. JOHN VILLA!
CLOSE IN 30 DAYS!

Cash4villastjohn@gmail.com

Commercial/Storage Space Available

SECURED LOCKERS,

AUTOS from $35
month. 643-3283

PRIME COMMERCIAL
SPACE in St. John Properties
building. High pedestrian
traffic area with road frontage
and parking. Contact St. John
Properties at 340/693-8485
or stop by to view.

Stay Up-to-Date:
StJohnNews.com
Life Us
on Facebook:
St. John Tradewinds
For Sale

Buying?

For Sale

Selling?

Trade Names, Logos & Domain Names

Renting?

St. John Magazine
ST. Thomas Magazine
www.stjohnmagazine.com
www.stthomasmagazine.com
www.stcroixmagazine.com

seeking?
Email:
advertising@tradewinds.vi

Get
REsults!
VISA, MC, AMEX,
DISC Cards Accepted

Serious inquiries only
$30,000 OBO
Email: malinda@tradewinds.vi

st. thomas
m a g a z i n e
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Charming and classic
St. John beach house in
Hart Bay, with pool and
hot tub. $1,350,000

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

UNC Coach Papa, right, gets athletes off their toes in batting training.

Young V.I. Women Athletes Turn Out To
Experience Top Level College Coaching
Continued from Page 7

Caribbean

Providing professional rental management
and marketing services for St. John’s finest
vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations
or brochures

1-800-338-0987
Villas & Resor t s
MANAGEMENT CO.

experienced college coaching staff,” said
Elroy Hill, Deputy Director of Sports, Parks
and Recreation St. John.
The St. John Department of Sports,
Parks, and Recreation, in conjunction with
St. John Sporting Center/V.I. Eagles, sponsored the series of free, fast-pitch softball
clinics for girls ages 12-18 with the University of North Carolina Coaching Staff
headed by Head Coach Papa.
Head Coach Papa is now in her 30th
year at UNC, and she has helped build the
University of North Carolina into one of the
country’s top fast pitch softball programs.
On Nov. 30, 2012, Coach Papa was inducted
into the National Fastpitch Coaches Associ-

ation Hall of Fame, and she continues to run
successful camps during the off-season.
In addition to the June 18 session on the
National Park Service field on St. John, the
fastpitch softball clinic schedule included
June 19 and 20 programs at Emile Griffith
Ball Park, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas.
The final session of the clinics will be
conducted on Monday, June 22, at 1:30 p.m.
on the National Park Service field on St.
John.
Hill can be reached at (340) 473-7502,
or Lionel Sprauve, President of the St. John
Sporting Center, Inc./V.I. Eagles, can be
contacted at (340) 244-4220 for further information.

For St. John
business call

340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m
Lumberyard Complex
P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES
FOR LEASE

• Private Individual Offices
• Air Conditioning
• Utilities & Internet Included
• Conference Area
• On-Site Management

Call (340) 690-6699

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

A UNC assistant coach gets Virgin Island female athletes swinging for college
scholarship opportunities.
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“The Company that gives back to St. John”

Complete Real estate seRviCes • st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm • seRviNg st. JoHN

FoR

55 YeaRs!

Located at the Marketplace • (340) 776-6776 • (340) 774-8088 • INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com
Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824 • www.HolidayHomesVi.com

MLS 14-520

CAROLINA
EMMAUS
FISH BAY
GLUCKSBERG

MLS 14-244

$1,100,000

MLS 15-131

$689,000

Cute UPPER
DECK VILLAS
CONDO w/ sea
& pool views
from deck. 2
bdrm + loft/2.5
bath for family
options, + large
storage room.

MLS 15-103

RE
DU
CE
D

MLS 15-204

$825,000

$665,500

MLS 12-358

2X1, clean and
colorfully decorated poolside
condo is close
to town w/
nicely manicured grounds.
Seller says
make an offer!

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!
MOTIVATED SELLERS!!
from $ 54,678
FREEMAN’S GROUND
from $ 115,000 VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES
hillside $ 75,000
SAUNDERS GUT
from $ 130,000 CALABASH BOOM
from $ 79,500
CHOCOLATE HOLE
from $ 135,000 CONCORDIA
from $ 89,000
HANSEN BAY
hillside & WATERFRONT $ 142,000 RENDEZVOUS & DITLEFF

From $50,000
from
hillside
from
from

$
$
$
$

3 BR/3.5 BA or
4 BR/4.5 BA
villa in upscale
Virgin Grand
Estates. 3,000
sq ft villas w/
STT & sunset
views, pool,
AC & more.

1½ acre lot in
Chocolate Hole.
3x3 main house,
stone gsthouse,
& small cottage.
Spacious deck,
55x15 ft. lap pool
& spa.

GIFFT HILL GEM

The groundwork
has been laid
to complete
this Fish Bay
house! Masonry
2X1 apartment
completed plus
wooden private
cottage.

MLS 13-347

Quiet neighborhood, 2 unit
home (2x1 up
Studio down),
level parcel,
pleasant view to
Pillsbury Sound,
lush gardening
opportunities.

$475,000
COMMERCIAL

OWN A MONTH IN A LUXURY HOME

“RAINBOW’S END” BATTERY HILL CONDO

$449,000

MLS 13-7

$1,950,000

INVESTOR SPECIAL

PR
IC
E

Cute cottage
with sweeping
water views in
Calabash Boom.
Lots of development potential
from this 3½
acre site.

L

“STOWAWAY”

“SEA CLIFF”

NA

Unit 9C – 1x1.5
loft w/ private
deck/patio,
common beach,
pool and spa.
Restaurant &
concierge svcs.
on property.
Walk to town!

MLS 14-332

$1,395,000

A classic stone
and tile roof
exterior, with a
modern, luxurious
2x2.5 interior plus
pool and barb-que deck,
overlooking Coral
Bay!

MLS 15-116

“STONE POST COTTAGE”

4x4.5 pool villa at
Hart Bay. Exquisite construction,
with interior
stairway perfect
for children,
private. Lush
landscaping.

$1,995,000

O

GALLOWS POINT CONDO

“VILLA MADELINE”

MLS 13-454

$2,975,000

WALK TO BEACH! “SEA WAVES”

Classic modern
home, 5x4.5 superbly designed
& finished, 40
ft. pool, large
verandas, indooroutdoor living
in Virgin Grand
Estates.

TI

Caribbean cute
and ready to be
loved! Studio
layout with
king bed in a
solid masonry
building makes
a great start on
this .5 acre lot.

MLS 15-57

$1,400,000

4x4 Well built,
popular rental
duplex with 2
bdrms upstairs
and downstairs
with a pool. Close
to town for easy
access to everything.

“KALORAMA”
VID
EO

WA V
TE IDE
RF O
RO
NT

“VILLA VENTUROSO”

Hear the surf from
this Pt. Rendezvous
/ South Shore
views / 4x4 villa,
masonry, great
porches, gentle
trade winds, island
stonework, tastefully furnished.

“COQUI COTTAGE”

$372,500

MLS 14-243

$3,599,000

3X4, pool, spa,
1 ac. cul-de-sac
in CATHERINEBERG borders
National Park;
stunning views of
Cinnamon Beach
& British Virgin
Islands.

AC

MLS 14-233

$1,795,000

“CINNAMON BAY ESTATE”

FR

“VILLA LE VIRAGE”

MLS 14-333

$4,900,000

Ultimate privacy
architecturally
stunning Bali
inspired 4x4.5
home, 1 ac.
w/ pool, spa &
sounds of surf!
EXCELLENT
rental income!

VID
EO

MLS 11-385

$6,500,000

“BEACH GARDEN”

Spectacular villa
in prime Peter
Bay area, 5x
5.5 with island
stone, fine mahogany finishes,
verandas, pool &
waterfall. North
Shore views.

WA
TE
RF
RO
NT

VID
EO

“MERMAID FALLS”

HAVE FUN WHILE MAKING
MONEY IN PARADISE!

Two excellent well established retail
opportunities in Mongoose Junction.
“JUST BEACH” (MLS 15-240) is
the place to go for all beach related
gear $60,000 & “ISLAND FANCY”
(MLS 15-239) a colorful gallery of
tropical art and souvenirs $40,000.

SOME SELLER FINANCING!!
145,000
LOVANGO CAY
South shore from
169,000
SABA BAY
from
179,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE
from
195,000
WESTIN TIMESHARES
from

$ 250,000
$ 595,000
$ 995,000
$ 3,999/wk

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

Real Estate

Office : 340.776.6666 | Fax: 340.693. 8499 | www.IslandiaRealEstate.com

Mango Terrace Unit 1 | $725,000
3 bed | 3 bath | 2,139 sqft

Mango Terrace Unit 3 | $475,000
4 bed | 3 bath | 2,182 sqft

Luminaria | $2,190,000
3 bed | 3.5 bath | 6,639 sqft

Rivendell | $6,250,000
4 bed | 4.5 bath | 6,350 sqft

Rainbow Beach | $2,195,000
5 bed | 4 bath | 3,800 sqft

Tranquil Breeze | $859,000
3 bed | 3 bath | 1,900 sqft

Calabash Boom | $595,000
2 bed | 3 bath | 1,497 sqft

Kokomo Cottage | $499,000
1 bed | 1 bath | 660 sqft

Cruz Bay #4 | $325,000
1 bed | 1 bath | 646 sqft

Serving St. John for Over 40 Years
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FESTIVAL & CULTURAL ORGANIZATION OF ST. JOHN, INC.

St. John Festival 2015
Festival Village Honoree: Bernice Mahoney-Boynes

FESTIVAL THEME:
Come Together Culturally on the Scene for
St. John Festival 2015
SATURDAY, June 27, 2015

Festival VILLAGE 2015 OPENING
SPECTRUM BAND
KES the BAND

SUNDAY, June 28, 2015

BIG DADDY SHAW & THE JAMMERS
PUMPA
KILLA

MONDAY, June 29, 2015
POIZON BAND
STYLEE BAND

TUESDAY, June 30, 2015
VOLUME
VIO REUNION

WEDNESDAY, July 1 2015
AH WE BAND
COOL SESSIONS BRASS

THURSDAY, July 2, 2015
IMAGINATION BRASS
RED HOT BURNING FLAMES

FRIDAY, July 3, 2015
JAM BAND
SMALL AXE
TRIPLE K

SATURDAY, July 4, 2015
Festival VILLAGE LAST LAP 2015
COOL SESSION BRASS
KERWIN DU BOIS
KROSFYAH

Note: Random TSA checks will be conducted, BE PREPARED

FESTIVAL HOTLINE NUMBERS: (340)690-3692 or ((340)690-1725

