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Popularity of Paddle Board Exploding
Karen Jarvis, above fourth from left, and fellow St. John and Tortola paddle board 

enthusiasts line up their boards before the start of the first race in the three-series SUP Cup 
in Brewer's Bay. 

See full Story on Page 10.
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Anyone interested in saving thousands of dollars on their child’s 
college education should mark their calendars for Wednesday, Jan-
uary 11, when Friends of the Elaine I. Sprauve Library host a free 
educational workshop beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Stop by the library to learn how to send children to college with-
out going broke with the “Taming the High Cost of College” work-
shop. Participants will learn how to qualify for need-based finan-
cial aid; how to apply for financial aid; how to use tax scholarships 
to pay for expenses; and how to get money from schools.

The “Taming the High Cost of College” workshop will help 
families save money and time while reducing stress. To register go 
to www.BaldridgeCollegeSolutions.com or call 414-529-9400.

VINP Superintendent 
Mark Hardgrove's vehicle 
was badly damaged after 
he was struck head-on by a 
vehicle driving in the wrong 
lane.

St. John Tradewiinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott  

VINP Superintendent Hardgrove in 
North Shore Road Head-on Collision

Gifft Hill School and New England Youth Theater present 
“Godspell Junior” directed by Stephen Stearns, Alki Steriopoulos, 
Shoshanna Bass and Doran Hamm of NEYT.  

Performances will be on Friday, January 13, at 7 p.m. and Sat-
urday, January 14, at 2 and 7 p.m. GHS Upper Campus students 
will be performing as part of a special “mini-mester” program in 
conjunction with NEYT. Tickets are available at the door for a sug-
gested donation of $10 for adults and $5 for students/children. Call 
776-1730 for more information. 

GHS Students and NEYT To Present 
“Godspell Junior”  January 13 and 14

The Island Green Building Association will host a public pre-
sentation on “Solar, Wind and Saving Energy” on Thursday, Janu-
ary 12, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the second floor of The Market-
place. 

The night will also be IGBA’s annual meeting to elect board 
members.

Dan Boyd, who lives off the grid on Lovango Cay, will share his 
experience with sustainable electrical systems and how to conserve 
energy wisely. Boyd will also give a glimpse into “Living Green 
on Lovango” and show the group how to do it here on St. John.    

Boyd is living proof that WAPA bills are optional, and that ev-
eryone can have a comfortable lifestyle using renewable, sustain-
able energy. Don’t miss this interesting story about Boyd’s life 
on a neighboring island, and learn about renewable energy, and 
power-saving tips that save money and the environment. 

The public is welcome to this free seminar. Call 227-1110 for 
more information.

Dan Boyd To Share Solar Knowledge 
at IGBA Meeting on January 12

by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Sometimes trouble heads right for someone.
V.I. National Park Superintendent Mark Hard-

grove learned that lesson the hard way last week 
when he was involved in a head-on collision on his 
way home.

Hardgrove had worked late and was driving home 
in uniform around 9 p.m. on Thursday night, Janu-
ary 5, when he saw headlights coming at him in the 
wrong lane near the Cruz Bay overlook on North 
Shore Road.

“I saw the lights and I didn’t think anything re-
ally because there is often traffic up near Asolare,” 
said the VINP Superintendent. “Then he just creamed 
me.”

The other driver, who owns a home on St. John 
and spends a few weeks each year on island, had just 
finished dinner at Asolare and was driving a local car 

down the hill, Hardgrove explained.
“I guess he stays here three weeks each year and 

wasn’t used to driving,” he said. “I slammed my 
brakes when I realized he was coming straight at me, 
but it was too late; he crashed right into me. Luckily 
the air bags did not deploy.”

VIPD officers were quick to respond, Hardgrove 
added.

By the looks of Hardgrove’s vehicle, which was 
parked in the VINP Maintenance Yard last week, the 
superintendent is lucky to have walked away from the 
accident.

“I’m a little older today than I was yesterday,” he 
said the day after the head-on collision. 

While Hardgrove had set a goal of zero accidents 
in VINP  for the year, sometimes there is nothing one 
can do, he explained.

“Accidents are not always avoidable,” said Hard-
grove.

College Workshop at Library Jan. 11

The public is invited to meet Acting V.I. Police Department 
Commissioner Henry White and Acting Department of Health 
Commissioner Mercedes Dullum on Tuesday, January 10, from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Cruz Bay Battery.

Don’t miss this opportunity to meet the commissioners and en-
gage in personal conversations. Light appetizers and soft drinks 
will be served. For more information call St. John Administrator 
Leona Smith at 776-6484.

Meet New Commissioners January 10

Relay for Life Stickers for $5
The official St. John American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

car stickers have arrived on island. 
The stickers are available for a $5 donation and can currently be 

obtained at Connections and Woody’s and other locations! 



by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

It was likely still dark at 6 a.m. 
on Friday morning, January 6, 
when the Lady Caneel I ferry, en 
route to Caneel Bay Resort, col-
lided with a dinghy just off Lind 
Point, seriously injuring Russ Kerr, 
who was piloting the dinghy.

The captain of the Lady Caneel 
I  — whose name was not avail-
able as of press time —  said he 
left the shipyard and piloted the 
vessel toward the Caneel Bay Re-
sort when he heard a loud noise, 
according to initial  reports.

“When he inspected the water 
around him, he noticed they had 
collided into a 12-foot dingy and 
there was an injured male aboard.” 
according to a VIPD release. “The 
dingy was towed to shore by an-
other small vessel that was in the 
area.” 

The collision threw Kerr, who 
operates an information booth 
across the street from the Cruz 
Bay U.S. Post Office, into the wa-
ter with broken ribs, a broken arm 
and severe head trauma, according 
to the victim’s friends. 

The 61-year-old Kerr was taken 
to the Myrah Keating Smith Com-
munity Health Center for treat-
ment of his injuries, the press re-

lease continued.
Kerr was eventually transferred 

to R.L. Schneider Hospital on St. 
Thomas where he had to spend Fri-
day night as doctors did not think 
it was safe to air-lift him to medi-
cal facilities in Florida or Puerto 
Rico in his condition, according to 
friends.

He spent Friday night at the 
St. Thomas hospital where family 
members were cheered when he 
was able to move his legs and even 
woke up and spoke a few words, 
according to friends. 

The incident was reported by 
the Lady Caneel I captain — 
whose name was not available as 
of press time — and U.S. Coast 
Guard officials and V.I. National 
Park Acting Chief Ranger Ludric 
Smith responded, according to 

V.I. National Park Superintendent 
Mark Hardgrove.

“The collision must have been 
pretty strong because it threw him 
in the water,” said Hardgrove. “It’s 
a good thing they were able to find 
him and get him out of the water.”

The only people on the ferry 
were the captain and first mate, 
neither of whom were injured, 
according to Caneel Bay Resort 
Managing Director Nikolay Ho-
tze.

“We had an accident this morn-
ing and it’s still under investiga-
tion,” said Hotze. “USCG and V.I. 
Police Department officials are re-
constructing what happened. Our 
captain and first mate are being 
questioned.”

“They were the only people on 
board the ferry and they were not 
injured,” Hotze said.

Circumstances surrounding the 
early-morning marine accident 
remained unclear last week  and 
USCG officials did not immedi-
ately return St. John Tradewinds 
phone calls requesting comment. 

Friends and family members 
were hoping Kerr’s condition 
would improve enough by Satur-
day or Sunday to be able to air lift 
him to a larger medical facility for 
treatment.

2011 
RAIN DATA
at Trunk Bay

DECEMBER
3.08 inches

AVERAGE
3.52 Inches

TOTAL Y-T-D
55.04 Inches

AVERAGE Y-T-D
43.83 Inches

thursday, Jan. 12th
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by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

After three-and-a-half years, 
two trials and two convictions, 
Jahlil Ward was sentenced to 
10 years behind bars last week 
for stabbing 21-year-old Jamie 
Cockayne to death on a Cruz 
Bay street.

Cockayne had spent a few 
months on St. John in 2007 
waiting for British Virgin Is-
lands officials to clear his pa-
perwork before taking a sailing 
instructor job on Virgin Gorda. 
The Pennsylvania resident had 
recently celebrated his 21st 
birthday when he had a run-in 
with Ward and two other St. 
John men the night of June 19, 
2007.

Cockayne got into an alterca-
tion with Ward, Anselmo Bos-
ton and Kamal Thomas outside 
of the Front Yard Bar in Cruz 
Bay shortly after midnight on 
June 19, 2007.

During two trials, prosecu-
tors alleged that the three men 
followed Cockayne up the 
street from the bar to the area 
near Fashion Palace in Estate 

Enighed where they beat and 
stabbed him to death before 
fleeing.

Cockayne suffered eight 
stab wounds including one to 
the femoral artery and he bled 
to death on the Cruz Bay street 
before emergency responders 
arrived.

Boston and Thomas were 
arrested in late 2007 and Ward 
was nabbed by VIPD on June 
27, 2008. All three defendants 
faced a jury in a joined trial in 
October 2008. Jurors in that 
trial found Ward guilty of first-
degree murder, third-degree as-

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott    

The Lady Caneel I ferry collided with a dinghy last week en route to tranquil Caneel Bay 
Resort, above.

Caneel Bay Ferry Collides with Dinghy
Driver Sent Overboard with Serious Head Trauma
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Happy
Holidays!

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo 

Workers load a beautiful wooden stairway being doanted to IGBA's ReSource Depot.

before heading to st. thomas, Check 
out iGbA’s New resource depot 
for Affordable Construction materials

by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Constructing a new home or in the middle of a 
renovation project and looking to save some serious 
money while helping to reduce the island’s waste 
stream?

Look no further than the Island Green Building As-
sociation’s new ReSource Depot, located at the Stor-
age on Site container on Gifft Hill Road across from 
the Susanaberg Transfer Station.

The depot accepts donations of quality construc-
tion materials and since IGBA is a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion, donors can receive receipts for tax deductions. 
The program is truly a win for the builder, the donor 
and the environment, according to information from 
IGBA.

“Homeowners will find affordable materials, con-
tractors pass savings on to their customers, and the 
landfills and waste stream are reduced,” according to 
the information from IGBA. “Since IGBA is a non-
profit organization, receipts for donations will be giv-
en to all donors for tax purposes. Proceeds fund the 
Depot’s operations and educational outreach to pro-
mote green building and environmentally responsible 
island living.” 

The concept for the depot, which offers new or like 
new construction materials at deeply discounted rates, 
arose from a similar shop located in IGBA executive 
director Karen Vahling’s former town of Ft. Collins, 
Colorado.

“My husband and I shopped and donated at a simi-
lar store when we lived in Ft. Collins, Colorado,” said 
Vahling. “It saved us lots of money on remodel proj-
ects and we got a tax deduction for leftover donated 
items.”

Vahling and other IGBA board members, however, 
took that concept one step further, she explained.  

“The ReSource Depot idea was further developed 
by the IGBA board over a year ago, as part of a larger 
plan for a Green ReSource Center, which will offer 
educational programs and demonstrations in green 

Continued on Page 20

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo 

IGBA members Will Willegerod, left, and 
Rob Crane, right, with Harith Wickrema.
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VINP and ACC Agree on Safe Removal of Cats, Dogs
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by Andrea milam
St. John Tradewinds

Stray cats and dogs who find themselves within 
V.I. National Park boundaries will now be turned over 
to the St. John Animal Care center for a little TLC, 
and either a reunion with their owners, or adoption to 
a new home.

The VINP and the ACC signed a memorandum 
of understanding last month, ensuring that stray cats 
and dogs will not be relocated or destroyed, but rather 
turned over to the island’s only animal shelter.

“A lot of folks come to Trunk Bay to renew their 
wedding vows, and the National Park Service and the 
ACC renewed ours by signing this agreement,” said 
VINP Superintendent Mark Hardgrove. “We’ve had 
this agreement for many years, but when I arrived on 
island, we didn’t have the kind of relationship with 
the ACC that we used to.”

Interest began to rekindle upon Hardgrove becom-
ing acquainted with ACC board president B.J. Harris, 
who he met in yet another of her leadership positions 
with the St. John Rotary. The issue of stray animals in 
the park came to the forefront when park officials at-
tempted to bring to the ACC cats it had trapped within 
VINP boundaries, but were turned away.

“When we first started to trap some of the stray 
cats, we went there and they didn’t want to take 
them,” said Hardgrove. “B.J. came to me and said that 
the person working there that day just didn’t know, 
and to make sure B.J. was made aware every time we 
were trapping strays. In the long run, we decided it 
was better to sign an agreement that will outlast both 
her and me.”

The memorandum of understanding will also al-

leviate concerns of pet owners whose dogs and cats 
have gone missing. Cats have been trapped within 
park boundaries and relocated elsewhere on the is-
land, never to be recovered, Harris explained.

“In an effort to avoid that and make sure it never 
happens again, the park was more than happy to do 
this with us,” said Harris. “We’re really excited about 
it.”

The majority of the animals trapped within park 
boundaries are cats, as populations grow at the is-
land’s various bush cat feeding stations, and some of 
the felines have to turn elsewhere for food. Stray dogs 
are found from time to time, usually after being set 
free by owners who choose to no longer care for their 
pets.

Management of non-native species within park 
boundaries is important to the well-being of the plants 
and animals that call the VINP home, Hardgrove ex-
plained.

“If it’s turtle season, we’ll try to remove the bush 
cats that are using any of the beach areas, because 
they’ll impact turtle nesting,” he said. “The turtles 
will head back out to sea if they see the cats. It’s just 
not safe.”

“The whole reason for managing pets is so natu-
ral species aren’t disturbed,” Hardgrove continued. 
“You’ve got ground nesting birds that use the shore-
line for feeding, and they see these animals as preda-
tors. It’s just disruptive.”

Hardgrove encouraged the public to report suffer-
ing, sick, or growing animal populations within the 
VINP to park officials.

“Inside the park, we’ll try to control and keep the 
natural ecosystem as intact as we can,” he said.

 

St. John Tradewinds
V.I. Police Department officers on St. John responded to a Dis-

turbance of the Peace on Thursday, January 5, at about 3:45 a.m. 
Two males were being treated for superficial injuries but they 

refused to make any report to police. The disturbance occurred at 
Castaways Bar in Cruz Bay. 

VIPD officers said two men were involved in a fight and went to 
the Myrah Keating Smith Community Health Center for treatment 
of their injuries.

One man had a wound on his left forearm and the other victim 
had a wound on the left side of his forehead. They were treated 
and released.

Disturbance of the Peace at 
Castaways Bar Results in Injury

St. John Tradewinds
The St. John Historical Society will host its annual monthly 

membership meeting on Tuesday, January 10, at 7 p.m. at the 
Bethany Moravian Church Hall. 

The meeting will feature a presentation by the president of the 
Caribbean Genealogy Library on St. Thomas, Rob Upson, who 
will discuss the organization’s ever-expanding resources for his-
torical and genealogical studies. Thanks to the CGL, local resi-
dents no longer have to journey off island to access many of the 
important Virgin Islands research materials located in archives and 
institutions abroad.

Genealogy Expert Speaking at Next 
St. John Historical Society Meeting



by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Get ready for Love City’s pre-
eminent musical production of the 
year on Friday, January 27, at the 
Westin Resort and Villas when 
Broadway Comes to St. John for 
the second year in a row.

Five professional actors, danc-
ers, choreographers and singers 
return to Love City this week for 
the second annual St. John School 
of the Arts fundraiser. Last year’s 
original production “Dream, Wish, 
Believe” was a jaw-dropping spec-
tacle with fourth graders from all 
three of the island’s schools, as 
well as SJSA students, putting on 
a professional Broadway-caliber 
performance.

This year is sure to impress as 
well with a brand new original 
musical production and a new 
cast, but with the same profession-
al New York mentors and the same 
level of excitement.

“We’re really looking forward 
to the second annual Broadway 
Comes to St. John,” said SJSA 
board of directors vice president 
Ronnie Lee. “Last year’s show 
was such a smashing success and 
this year we have a complete new 
group of fourth graders who will 
get the opportunity of furthering 
their arts education.”

Laura Barnao, Donna Drake, 
Michael Shawn Lewis, Rhonda 
Miller and John Tartaglia, all with 
impressive performing credentials 
on Broadway and beyond, will 
be back on St. John this week to 

start a three-week intensive train-
ing with the island’s fourth grade 
classes.

The team will work with stu-
dents on songs, narration, pup-
petry, choreography and dance 
as they teach the numbers to the 
brand new production “World of 
Dreams.”

Fourth grade students at Guy 
Benjamin School, Gifft Hill School 
and Julius E. Sprauve School will 
start their training on Monday, 
January 16, for the musical. 

“The actors and singers are 
working with the kids for three 
weeks this year; one week longer 
than last year,” said Lee. “They felt 
the opportunity would be served 
even better with three weeks of re-
hearsals. It’s a real heartwarming 
experience.”

Also new this year is an an-

ticipated solo performance, Lee 
added.

“This year I know they are hop-
ing to have a fourth grade girl who 
will sing something special,” he 
said. “It should be a jump up from 
last year and we hope that all of 
the fourth grade parents and par-
ents of all kids in school will come 
out for the show.”

The students will train in inten-
sive lessons until the big opening 
night on January 27 at the Westin 
Resort when the cast will perform 
two shows. 

SJSA will sell 100 tickets for 
the first show, at 6 p.m., for $200 
each, which gets one a champagne 
reception and dinner at one of 
Love City’s finest restaurants — 
Da Livio, Fatty Crab, Fish Trap, La 
Tapa, Lime Inn, Morgan’s Mango, 
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broadway Comes to st. John with 
“world of dreams” on January 27
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by Jaime Elliott
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A love of St. John combined 
with a deep connection to Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Relay for 
Life recently added up to one very 
exciting new team for Love City’s 
second annual 18-hour fundraiser.

Leslie McKibben and her hus-
band first fell in love with St. John 
in 1996. A few years later she got 
involved in a Relay for Life fund-
raiser in her hometown of Mel-
bourne, Florida.

“I first got involved with Relay 
for Life with my children,” said 
McKibben. “I was the coach of 
our high school soccer team and 
we had a team the first year. Then I 
was a part of the planning commit-
tee after that.”

“That year the event really 
touched by heart,” she said. “I 
dedicated my Relay to someone I 
had met through our travels to St. 
John. He had cancer and he was 
such a kind person I dedicated my 
Relay to him.”

A change in venue of her local 
Relay for Life prompted McKib-
ben to forgo the annual all-night 
event, which strives to drive home 
the message “Cancer never sleeps” 
by having team members walking 
a track throughout the night. 

“Relay for Life has become a 
very special event for me, but this 
new venue gave us concern,” said 
McKibben. “Since we weren’t go-
ing to be involved with our school’s 
Relay for Life, I was wondering 
how I could still be involved.”

Which is when it occurred to 
McKibben that she could possibly 
combine her two big passions, Re-
lay for Life and St. John.

After taking several cruises 
around the Caribbean, McKibben 
and her husband took a day trip to 
St. John during a St. Thomas port 
call back in 1996.

“From that first trip, my hus-
band and I knew that St. John 
was for us,” she said. “Since then, 
we’ve been coming down for one 
to two weeks once, and whenever 
we can, twice a year. Our hearts 
are on St. John.”

McKibben is also a regular 
contributor to the popular reader’s 
forum on the website www.virgin-
islands-on-line.com, where she 

heard about the St. John Relay for 
Life, set this year for February 11 
and 12.

“The forum attracts a lot of peo-
ple who share a love for St. John 
and we try to help other people 
by sharing our experiences,” said 
McKibben. 

After reading about the Love 
City Relay for Life, McKibben 
was inspired.

“This is an amazing way to 
combine by two big passions — 
St. John and Relay for Life,” she 
said. “I contacted the planning 
committee and asked if there was 
any way we could have a virtual 
team. I wasn’t sure how it would 
work out, but it’s been great.”

The new St. John Relay for 
Life team, called the Wannabes, 
had four members last week and 
McKibben was expecting more 
people to sign up over the week-
end. While McKibben won’t be on 
island during the February event, 
one member of the team will be on 
the track, she explained.

“I just got a personal message 
about a new team member who 
will be on St. John February 11 
and 12 and will walk on the track 
for our virtual team,” said McKib-
ben.

As for McKibben, she already 
has plans on February 11, but is 
still planning on logging plenty of 
miles as part of the virtual Relay 

team Wannabes.
“I’m going to be walking here 

in Florida for the entire 18 hours,” 
she said. “My husband and I have 
another commitment the weekend 
of the St. John event, so I’m go-
ing to walk the last weekend of the 
month instead.”

Walking on a different track at 
a different time are the only dif-
ferences between McKibben’s 
involvement and the hundreds of 
residents who are expected to take 
to the Winston Wells ball field 
make-shift track starting at 4 p.m. 
on February 11.

“I’m still doing fundraising up 
here,” said McKibben. “I’m host-
ing a bake sale and a garage sale 
type of thing and asking family 
members and friends for pledges.”

McKibben is also dedicating 
her Relay this year to someone 
close to her heart. 

“We have a family member 
Uncle Bill who has been suffer-
ing with lung cancer for three 
years and he’s not doing well,” she 
said. “It’s suspected that there’s 
not much more they can do for 
him. We’re all at a point where we 
know that everyone is doing the 
best they can, but it’s time to dedi-
cate the Relay to Uncle Bill.”

McKibben’s husband and 
friends will be cheering her on and 
documenting her 18-hour walk, 
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On Line Relay Supporters Form Wannabes 
Team To Help St. John Relay for Life Effort

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo  

Leslie McKibben smiles with a patient during her most 
recent Relay for Life in Florida. McKibben is joining the St. 
John event virtually.

Continued on Page 15
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Calypso Charters unveils second 
Power Catamaran Bad Kitty 2

by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Anyone who has spotted a second 
sleek new power catamaran cruising 
around St. John was not seeing dou-
ble. 

Calypso Catamaran Charters recent-
ly unveiled Bad Kitty 2, an exact rep-
lica of Bad Kitty 1, both of which were 
built by St. Croix’s Gold Coast Yachts.

The 49-foot wave piercing catama-
rans with 33 passenger capacities offer 
plenty of seating both for those wanting 
to soak up rays and stay out of the sun. 
The first charter boat proved so reli-
able and popular, it was a no-brainer to 
order a second one, explained Calypso 
Charters owner Sheree York.

“The boats can carry up to 33 guests, 
but there are so many seating areas that 
you never feel crowded,” said York. 
“On a lot of charters you get a seat and 
that’s it, you’re there for the day. But 
on Bad Kitty you can move around and 
be indoors in the shade or outside on 
the back or up on top.”

“And the design is great because it’s 

a very smooth riding and a very fast 
boat,” said York. “The boats can really 
cut through the water and we rarely 
have to cancel any trips.”

While, Bad Kitty 1 and Bad Kitty 2 
were both designed and built by Gold 
Coast Yachts, York’s husband and Ca-
lypso Charters co-owner Scott York 
designed the interior layout of the ves-
sels.

“My husband designed the layout of 
the inside of the vessel with the open 
bar area and seating,” said York.

Now with two wave-piercing cata-
marans, Calypso Charters can offer 
smaller groups custom-tailored trips 
on Bad Kitty 2, York added.

“The second boat allows us to ac-
commodate guests with smaller parties 
and we can really create any kind of 
day charter they want,” she said.

From half-day to full-day, guided 
and sunset sails, Calypso Charters of-
fers an array of cruising trips from St. 
John. For more information check out 
www.calypsovi.com or call York at 
777-7245.

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Calypso Charters recently added another Bad Kitty to its fleet, 
above.

 
The Unitarian Universalists of St. John meet at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday in 

the Great Room at Gifft Hill School.  
The guest speaker for January 15 is Merry Stockwell, who will speak on 

“It is what it is....or is it?” For transportation from Cruz Bay call 776-6332.  
Childcare is available upon prior request. For more information visit www.
uufstjohn.org.

Merry Stockwell Is Next UU Guest Speaker



by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

After more than a decade in its old location, Now 
and Zen recently moved across Cruz Bay to Wharf-
side Village.

Now and Zen owners Lolita Bratten and Ric Hath-
away opened the doors to the shop’s new spot in the 
former Dreams and Dragonflies location late last 
month. 

“We were in our location for 12 years, ever since 
we opened the store in Cruz Bay,” said Bratten. “Now 
we’re in the old Dream and Dragonflies spot which is 
a great place. I really like how it’s an individual little 
building in the middle of an open-space mall.”

The new store is more spacious than Bratten’s old 
location across from Cafe Roma, allowing the store 
owner to share even more exciting finds from her 
world travels.

“This summer went to Thailand and Bali and 
brought back these amazing wood carvings,” Bratton 
said. “The new store is a lot bigger so we’ve been able 
to bring those carvings in and it’s so much fun. We 
have these big Komodo dragons, lizards and carved 
mahogany fish and Buddhas.”

In addition to the Asian wood carvings, Now and 
Zen still offers an array of locally crafted goods like 
clothing from Carolyn Roust’s Planet Carolyn, wood 
carvings from Herman and body butter by Nazeema, 
Bratten added.

“We still have our local artists and our jewelry,” 
she said. “We haven’t taken anything out. We just 
added some really cool new things thanks to our larg-
er space.”

Bratten also opened a Now and Zen outpost in Cor-
al Bay last year which also gives shoppers the chance 
to pick up finds from Bratten’s far-flung adventures 

and artwork created right on St. John.
Now and Zen in Cruz Bay is open daily from 10 

a.m. to 9 p.m. and the Coral Bay store is open dai-
ly from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more information call 
Bratten at 714-1088.
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Ward Sentenced To 10 Years 
for Jamie Cockayne Murder 

Now and Zen Shop Moves 
to New Wharfside Location

Island Solar

Say No To WaPa

Grid tie systems

Battery stand alone systems

Solar Hot water systems

Solar Pool Pumps

Dan Boyd
“Off-grid living for 10 years on Lovango Cay.”

t: 340-642-0351 e: islandsolarvi@gmail.com
A V.I. Energy Office Authorized Vendor • Licensed & Insured

SAVE $$$$$$$

barefoot
design group,llc

licensed architect
A I A  m e m b e r
NCARB certified

mongoose junct ion, po box 1772
st . john, us v i rg in is lands 00831
tel (340) 693-7665, fax (340) 693-8411

barefootaia.com

professional design
and

development services

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Now and Zen's larger new store enabled 
owners to add large wooden carvings like 
the one of Buddha, above.

sault and weapons charges. The jury acquitted Boston and Thom-
as of murder, but found both men guilty of assault and weapons 
charges.

In July 2009, V.I. Superior Court Judge Brenda Hollar tossed 
Ward’s murder conviction because prosecutors had not shared a 
piece of evidence. Hollar overturned the convictions of Boston 
and Thomas in September 2009 after learning that Cockayne’s 
family had paid several witnesses who testified during the trial.

The second time around, Hollar ordered Thomas and Boston’s 
trial to be separate from Ward’s trial. In March 2010, Boston and 
Thomas faced their second jury, which convicted both men of 
third-degree assault and weapons charges again. 

Hollar sentenced both men in November 2010 to about eight 
years in jail. They are currently serving those sentences.

Ward faced his second jury in December 2009 and that time 
around he was convicted of second-degree murder. In July 2010, 
Hollar threw out that conviction on grounds that prosecutors had 
prevented a defense witness from returning to the territory to stand 
trial.

Instead of facing a third trial this month, Ward accepted a plea 
deal of one count of voluntary manslaughter, which carries a max-
imum sentence of 10 years. Ward used what is known as an Alford 
Plea, which allowed him to submit a guilty plea in court while still 
maintaining his innocence.

Hollar handed down the maximum sentence of 10 years in 
prison for the 24-year-old St. John man in V.I. Superior Court on 
Thursday, January 6, according to a report in the V.I. Daily News.

Ward’s sentence includes time served and he was ordered to 
pay $10,000 for Cockayne’s funeral expenses, according to the 
report. Before announcing Ward’s sentence, Cockayne’s parents 
Bill and Jeanie Cockayne, his bother Jeff and uncle, Peter Goetz, 
gave statement impacts to the judge, according to the report in the 
V.I. Daily News.

Ward’s sister and a family friend also addressed the court dur-
ing last week’s sentencing, according to the report.

Continued from Page 3



by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

When Karen Jarvis first saw a 
stand up paddle board she didn’t 
even want to try to it out. 

“About a year ago a friend of 
mine got a paddle board for Christ-
mas and we were out at Ditliff 
swimming and people were tak-
ing turns trying to use it,” said the 
long-time St. John resident. “They 
told me to try it, but I was not a 
particularly athletic person and 
said, ‘No way; I can’t do that.’”

“At the end of the day, I finally 
got on the board and proceeded to 
fall off a few times,” said Jarvis. 
“But I got home that night and 
thought, ‘That was really cool.’ 
The feeling was amazing.”

Since that first experience, 
Jarvis has bought several boards, 
competed in several regional stand 
up paddle competitions, started 
her own Love City Paddle Boards 
business and shed more than 50 
pounds along the way.

And Jarvis isn’t alone. After 
emerging as a West Coast fringe 
sport about a decade ago, paddle 
boarding has exploded in popu-

larity. Paddle boarding around St. 
John was even featured in an arti-
cle in the New York Times’ Sunday 
Travel section last month.

In addition to Jarvis’ business, 
Arawak Adventures, Cinnamon 
Bay Watersports and Pretlow Ma-
jette’s soon-to-open watersports 
emporium at Wharfside all rent 
boards and offer lessons.

Jarvis was bit by the paddle 
board bug so hard, she decided to 
start Love City Paddle Boards as 
a way to cover competition costs 
and travel.

“After I went out a few times, I 
just couldn’t get enough of it,” said 
Jarvis, who has owned and run a 
child care center on St. John for 
years as well. “Whenever I wasn’t 
working I was running out to the 
beach and paddling until dark and 
getting out there every weekend.”

The appeal of paddle board-
ing seems to be twofold. There is 
the exercise element of the sport; 
and, especially here on St. John, 
the unique opportunity to get up 
close and personal with nature in 
a serene, non-threatening environ-
ment.

“It’s really wonderful,” said 
Jarvis. “It’s a wonderful way 
to clear your mind and you are 
amazed by the nature you see 
here. Sting rays, tarpon, sea turtles 
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have all skimmed right under my 
board.”

“It’s so beautiful,” she said. “It 
made me fall in love with St. John 
all over again and really appreciate 
the beauty all around us.”

Putting one on top of the water, 
the sport also offers a new per-
spective to many who are used to 
swimming in local waters.

“I was trying to find a new sport 
because I can’t run anymore,” said 
Jude Woodcock, a personal trainer 
on St. John who has also competed 
in local paddle board competitions. 
“I like paddle boarding because 
it’s like an adventure and since 
I’ve been swimming here for the 
past 15 years, I get to stand on top 
of the water. It gives you a whole 
new perspective and suddenly 
Maho Bay looks totally different.”

Paddle boarding is also a great 
workout, working the core muscles 
to stabilize oneself on the board 
and using arm strength to paddle.

“It’s great for your arms and 
your legs and it’s a good all-over 
body workout,” said Woodcock. 

“Every muscle in your body is 
required to stabilize your board 
before you even lift that paddle,” 
said Jarvis. 

An easy sport to approach, pad-
dle boarding can also be tailored 
to different physical abilities and 
ages, Woodcock added.

“It’s pretty easy to learn,” she 

said. “Just about anyone can do 
it. And it can be as physical or as 
easy as you want to make it.”

“You can be casual and actu-
ally sit on the board or you can be 
aggressive and make it very chal-
lenging,” Woodcock said. 

“You have to be able to swim, 
but then it’s suitable for people 
of all ages,” agreed Jarvis. “I’ve 
seen kids as young and four years 
old out there and I have taught 
60-year-olds how to paddle board. 
I would recommend paddle board-
ing for anyone really at any age 
and any ability.”

Jarvis, Woodcock and several 
other St. John paddle board en-
thusiasts have been representing 
Love City well, placing at the top 
of the pack in several local com-
petitions. Up next is the second of 
the three-race SUP Cup on Tor-
tola in Brewer’s Bay in February. 
Jarvis is heading over for the race 
and would be happy to bring more 
competitors along, she explained.

Since boards can run upwards 
of $1,000 and paddles will put one 
back a few hundred dollars, many 
novice paddle boarders start by 
renting at first. Jarvis offers paddle 
board rentals for $25 an hour and 
one-hour lessons with the board 
for $40. Rentals are also avail-
able through Arawak Adventures 
and Cinnamon Bay Watersports as 
well. 

From being “not particularly” 
an athletic just a year ago, Jarvis 
has her sights set even higher than 
local short-course races.

“My dream is to do open ocean 
long distance racing,” she said. 
“For me to fall in love with this at 
the age of 41 and feel like I feel 
now, it’s amazing.”

While Love City Paddle Board 
will hopefully allow Jarvis to real-
ize her open ocean racing dream, 
she also loves simply being able to 
share her favorite sport.

“A lot of people are intimidated, 
but it’s really not as hard as some 
people think,” she said. “It takes 
a little bit of patience and persis-
tence, but once you have it, you 
have it. I have such a great time 
sharing paddle boarding with peo-
ple.”

For more information about 
Love City Paddle Boards or for 
rentals and lessons, call Jarvis at 
340-642-9419.

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo 

Jarvis, above at far left, competed in a windy race on St. 
Thomas recently.

Paddle Boarding Sport Exploding in Popularity on St. John
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has Moved 
and is open for business

Our new location is 2.5 miles out of  Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

  Full Veterinary SerViceS
boarding        grooming        pet SupplieS

more info: 693-7780 k9catscritters@yahoo.com

Canines, Cats & Critters

crane

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.

P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356 Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years
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Caneel Bay Resort officials unveiled a new sign last 
week announcing the increase of parking fees from 
$10 to $20 for 2012. The fees will help Caneel cover 
operation costs, explained resort managing director 
Nikolay Hotze.

 “We have increased the price of car-parking in 2012 
for day visitors to Caneel Bay as a response to the 
increasing costs of running the operation,” said Hotze. 
“The charge allows the Caneel Bay management to 
maintain the parking facility, rest rooms and other areas 
used by the increasing number of day-visitors welcomed 
daily to the resort. The parking fee is waived upon proof 
of meals and refreshments purchased in either of the 
resort restaurants, to an equal or greater value of the 
parking charge.”

Parking fee at Caneel Increases

The Animal Care Center of St. John will host its annual meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 18, at 6 p.m. at the Gifft Hill School 
lower school great room.   The public is invited to attend to hear 
the President’s Report.

ACC Annual Meeting Set for Jan. 18

Christmas for Animals Set for Jan. 21
The St. John Animal Care Center’s Annual Christmas for the 

Animals fundraiser gala will be Saturday evening, January 21, at A 
La Mer villa overlooking Great Cruz Bay.

The “Snow Ball” will be island fancy and will feature a live 
band. All proceeds will go to fund the ACC’s important work for 
the neglected and abandoned animals of St. John.

SJHS Clearing Annaberg School Jan. 14
The St. John Historical Society’s monthly activity will be a bush 

clearing at the Annaberg School ruins on Saturday, January 14, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 

SJHS has been clearing the important historical site since its 
rediscovery and identification by Society members in 1982. Ev-
eryone is encouraged to uphold the Society’s long tradition of re-
sponsible stewardship by helping bring the surrounding bush un-
der control. 

Those joining the activity should bring a pair of clippers or a 
machete. Light refreshments will be provided.



T’was the night before Christmas
All quiet on Reef Bay
When suddenly appeared
A big loaded sleigh

Out jumped Ol’ Santa
All dressed up in red
Wearing his shiny black boots
And obviously well fed!

Sweating profusely
In need of a dip

Before his hard work
And his all night trip.

Off came the fur coat
And his pants to match
To dip in the cool water
Hoping no one would catch

He had a great swim
Midst the coral and fish
Where was his camera? 
A good pic was his wish.

Back up on the sand
Quick on with the clothes
Jumped back in the sleigh
Whoops! Forgot his red hose.

Away went dear Santa
Who promised to remember
To once again visit St. John
When it comes next December.

submitted by
the muse of reef bay
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Crossword answers — Puzzle on Page 20

What Do 
you thInk?

Send your letter to editor@tradewinds.vi

next DeaDlIne:  
thurSDay, January 12th

Keeping Track of Crime

2011
Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 2

2nd Degree Burglaries: 8

3rd Degree Burglaries: 51

Grand Larcenies: 58

Rapes: 1 

2012-to-Date
Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 0

2nd Degree Burglaries: 0

3rd Degree Burglaries: 0

Grand Larcenies: 2

Rapes: 0

The article “DeJongh Approves Basement Law and Spells End to St. John Dial-a-Ride” in the January 
2-8 issue of St. John Tradewinds included incorrect information. The Department of Human Services 
informed St. John Community Foundation of the Dial-a-Ride funding cuts which were mandated by the 
V.I. Legislature.

Letters To St. John Tradewinds

I’m writing to call attention to a huge mountain 
of solid trash building up on a hillside on St. John.  
The Susannaberg Transfer Station is supposed to be 
a transfer station — where employees work hard all 
day filling containers with the junk cars, refrigera-
tors and other dead appliances, tires, and all the other 
ugly stuff we take there — and then the containers are 
taken off St. John, to wherever they go.  

I can’t be the only one who has noticed that the 
once manageable pile of solid waste has turned into 
a gigantic mountain, growing daily, and not going 
anywhere. In fact, a new area has been cleared and a 
second mountain has been started!

I’m politely asking the VI Waste Management Au-
thority, Public Works and the EPA — whoever is re-
sponsible — to respond to the public with the plan of 
attack upon this burgeoning problem, and to make a 
serious effort to remove this waste immediately.  

Senator Barshinger, I emailed your office on De-
cember 12, can you help? The long-term health and 
safety of our island residents, and the beauty of this 
island, depend on it. If I am under-informed or misin-
formed, I will appreciate the clarification. I’m asking 

you all to move mountains, and I hope more residents 
will take up the crusade.  

Meanwhile, I want to publicly thank VIWMA and/
or Public Works for heeding my request to pick up all 
that awful, unsightly municipal trash that had blown 
or rolled down over the hill from the transfer station 
onto Gifft Hill Road. Now, please have your guys at 
the trailer keep it cleaned up, as the private trash haul-
ers do at the dumpsters. (I used to do it but it’s not my 
job, man.)  

I know I’m not the only person who drives by there 
every day and is disgusted by it, watching escapees 
from the nearby pig farm nosing around in it (one 
little piggy lost a battle with a speeding vehicle re-
cently — someone did pick him up). Or a better idea: 
simply replace the fencing which used to restrain all 
this trash from falling down. Then the piggies would 
have to enter the same gate we do when dropping off 
trash! 

I know this is just one of many serious issues fac-
ing St. John and our government agencies, but I thank 
you for your attention to these matters.  

Nancy J. brown   

Moving Mountains

Correction

How many remember “The St. John Bird Ladies” 
of the 1980s and 90s?

Bea Hunt and Thelma Douglas were named such 
for all they did for St. John, especially with their 
feathered friends. 

Bea died June 28, 2011 in Plattsburgh, New York, 
at the age of 99. Without these two ladies, and oth-
ers interested, the Frank Bay Bird Sanctuary would 
never have been accomplished. They would be proud 
to know of the peaceful place folks can now come and 
sit and watch the birds in their natural habitat.

Bea and Thelma started the first of many Sunday 
morning bird walks in Francis Bay. It was they who 

trained Laurel Brannick Bigrig of the National Park 
Service, to take over when they were stateside.

Bea was one of the first to receive the NPS Vol-
unteer of the Year Award. They could be seen daily 
walking the streets of Cruz Bay picking up trash to 
help beautify the town. 

Bea taught physical education and health programs 
in the Niagara Falls, NY, public school system from 
1949 to 1972. She lived here on St. John for 18 win-
ters and used her days wisely and generously.

Bea Hunt was one of the many who come to St. 
John as a stranger and leave a friend.

- submitted by beverly biziewski

Beatrice g. hunt

Santa Sighting on St. John
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Continued on Page 14

We have reached a watershed moment in the po-
litical and economic life of the Virgin Islands, and it 
is time for all across our community to wake up and 
approach the challenges that we face with a new ma-
turity and a seriousness of purpose. 

Since the onset of the global financial crisis and the 
ensuing recession, communities like ours across the 
United States have been devastated by employment 
losses and reductions in local economic activity. And 
since the onset of this crisis, we have seen the disin-
tegration of our politics into increasingly divisive and 
ineffective wars of words. 

In the Virgin Islands, as in our nation’s capital, 
this deteriorating rhetoric highlights our inability as 
a democracy to come together in this moment of our 
greatest need to assure a strong and vibrant future in 
the years ahead.

Here at home, the political war of words between 
the Governor and the legislature must end. It is time 
for our political leaders — if they are to continue to 
bear that mantle with any degree of seriousness — to 
cease the unending pursuit of political advantage and 
work instead to assure the economic viability of our 
community.

The current administration has consistently sought 
to focus the attention of our entire community on the 
danger of the path that we have been on. And the dan-
ger it pointed out was very simple. Our government 
has for years, if not decades, spent more than it takes 
in. 

This simple reality has been masked by the consis-
tent under-funding of worker pensions, and ignoring 
long-standing issues of deferred maintenance, retiree 
healthcare, solid waste management and other costs. 
And, of course, this situation has been mirrored by 
the performance of WAPA, whose under-maintenance 
is legend, and for which all who lack water can now 
attest.

It is time for each of us to acknowledge that the 
Governor’s actions to keep government employees 
working through the recession sustained an economy 
that otherwise would have collapsed, if the mantra of 
balanced budgets had been upheld. Last week, Com-
missioner of Finance Angel Dawson laid out the num-
bers, and they were stark indeed. 

In our small economy, the Government spent over 
three quarters of a billion dollars to keep demand up 
across our economy. It is time that business and union 
leaders alike take a hard look in the mirror and recog-
nize that but for that spending, thousands of govern-
ment workers would have gone home, layoffs across 
the private sector would have been staggering, busi-
ness failures would have been rampant, our banks 
would have faced dire consequences as individual 
and corporate loans would have gone bad.

But now, as Commissioner Dawson stated, the time 
has come to put the ship of state back on solid fiscal 
footing. And tough measures must be taken. 

Here are the stark numbers. Over the past three 
years, Government personnel costs have averaged 
more than 100 percent of total tax and fee revenue. 

This compares to 60-65 percent on average over the 
years preceding the financial collapse. And it bears 
repeating that the 60-65 percent was without regard 
to the pension underfunding. 

Therefore, even as Dawson noted that the Govern-
ment workforce headcount has declined by 7 percent 
since the beginning of the current administration, the 
path to fiscal stability will require substantial and 
continued cost reduction, as well as sustained efforts 
to increase revenues.

We understand that to balance the budget this year 
simply by reducing costs would require drastic and 
economically damaging cuts, and accordingly we 
are supportive of efforts to increase revenues, and 
encourage the administration to accelerate the collec-
tion of back-due property taxes and to make good on 
its longstanding commitment to go after tax avoid-
ance, tax collection and tax discovery. 

We remain opposed to increasing the gross receipts 
tax, as that tax is economically destructive, and every 
effort must be made to pursue pro-growth strategies, 
now more than ever. We call on the legislature to fi-
nally understand the gravity of the issue and end its 
diversionary focus on bank account access codes and 
cellphones. All of the nickel-and-dime proposals that 
have come out of the legislature or been talked about 
on the radio do nothing to deal with the magnitude 
of the problem. You simply cannot address this prob-
lem by eliminating government cars or cellphones, or 
eliminating capital projects. And each step of the way 
the Senate has rejected other small steps that would 
have reduced the pain we all feel today, such as non-
paid holidays and furloughs.

Accordingly, we suggest that the proposed legis-
lation include the following provisions and commit-
ments:

Essential to public support is a transparent and ver-
ifiable initiative to reduce the tax gap and tax cheating 
across the territory. We understand that the adminis-
tration has taken initial steps for a tax discovery and 
collection program, but these efforts must be fully 
funded and aggressively implemented. In our view, 
tax avoidance is rampant across the territory, and this 
is a problem that saps the credibility of legitimate 
government. 

No one likes to pay taxes and everyone would rath-
er that someone else bear the burden of the costs of 
the real public services that are essential to our com-
munity. But we are all willing to pay our fair share 
to assure that needed services are adequately funded, 
but this public consensus quickly dissipates if people 
believe that others are cheating and that the burden is 
not fairly and equitably shared.

The need to reduce the cost and size of govern-
ment must continue to be addressed. We understand 
that the administration has cut back on the use of 
cellphones and cars, and we further understand that 
the costs of these items and other are insignificant in 
the scheme of things. But these costs and perks have 
become symbolic of an attitude of Government em-

time to Wake up and Meet today's Challenges

Letters To St. John Tradewinds
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Seaview Vacation Homes, Inc.
Short Term-Full Service Since 1985
Vacation Villa ManageMent

24 years of on island rental service

e: info@seaviewhomes.com 
w: www.seaviewhomes.com

t: 340-776-6805; toll-free 1-888-625-2963
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

island Getaways
888-693-7676, 
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

suite st. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

ViVA Vacations
tel. 779-4250
P.O. Box 1747, STJ, VI 00831

Architecture
Crane, robert - Architect, AiA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

barefoot design Group, llC
tel. 693-7665 fax 693-8411
P.O. Box 1772, STJ, VI  00831

Banking
Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI 
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552
 

Beauty/Spa
westin resorts & Villas
Spa Services
tel. 693-8000, ext. 1903/1904 

Construction
st. John hardware
tel. 693-8780 fax 776-6685
Located at The Marketplace

Insurance
theodore tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
r&i PAttoN goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
Alfredo’s landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Coral bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

ProPErtykiNG
tel. 643-6348
Landscaping & Irrigation

Property Mgmt
seaview Vacation homes, inc.
tel. 340-776-6805; 
888-625-2963
www.seaviewhomes.com

Real Estate
American Paradise real Estate 
tel. 693-8352 fax 693-8818
P.O. Box 8313, STJ, VI  00831
info@americanparadise.com

debbie hayes, Gri
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com

holiday homes of st. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

islandia real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Concordia Cafe, 693-5855
Happy Hour 4:30-6pm 
Dinner 6-8:30pm Tues-Sat

Fish trap restaurant
and seafood market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

la tapa restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

skinny legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services
C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

island solar
"Off the Grid Living for 10 
Years" tel. 340-642-0531

terminix
Termite, Pest, Rodent Control
Problem Solved Guarantee
340-777-4423

V.I. Energy Office
How can you cut your 
energy bill immediately and 
significantly?
340-714-8436

st. John Tradewinds

business directory

Ferry Schedules - Cruz Bay and Charlotte Amalie

Cruz Bay to reD hook
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

reD hook to Cruz Bay
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 12 a.m.

Cruz Bay to DoWntoWn Charlotte aMalIe

leaves Cruz Bay
8:45 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
3:45 p.m.

leaves Charlotte amalie
10 a.m.
1 p.m.

5:30 p.m

ployees who are indifferent to the impact of 
their conduct on the public. It is important 
that our political leaders acknowledge the 
importance of addressing the costs as part of 
an overall effort to reduce the cost of gov-
ernment.

Across the Government, the Governor 
must take the lead in an effort to put the word 
public back into public service. Government 
workers have lost any sense of where their 
salaries are paid from: the taxes paid by 
people across the economy, and most nota-
bly from the private sector. Without a thriv-
ing private sector, there would be no public 
employment. That simple fact needs to be 
reiterated as workers and their union leader-
ship alike continue their perpetual efforts to 
drain the public purse on their own behalf.

We do not endorse the attacks on public 
employee unions that have become popular 
across the country. We are a small commu-
nity, and we do not believe that we can sus-
tain the vitriol that is engendered by such 
attacks. At the same time, it is in the work-
ers own interests that costs of government 
be reduced so that a strategy can be put in 
place for the full funding of government em-
ployee pension costs, and it is high time that 
union leadership play a constructive role in 
addressing the critical problems we face. 

We have been stunned at the indifference 
of so many across the political spectrum to 
the problems at GERS. Simply stated, the 
union leadership has abdicated their respon-
sibility to their members by not standing 
side by side with the Governor in his efforts 
to restore fiscal stability to the Government 
and address this issue. This looms as the 
greatest threat both to their workers down 
the road, and to the broader economy. 

Based on the data presented at the Gov-
ernor’s summit on this issue, GERS will run 
out of money within a decade, and there will 
be little recourse to fixing it. Workers and 
union leaders who believe that taxes will be 
raised or essential services will be cut at that 
time to make good on those pension claims 

are living in a fantasy world.
That said, if this package is to go forward, 

the Government workers must acknowledge 
and share the burden of achieving fiscal bal-
ance. In our view, the simplest and fairest 
step is to rescind the sunset provision on 
the 8 percent salary cut. Alternatively, as 
Commissioner Dawson has noted, there will 
need to be deeper cuts in government em-
ployment. This is a simple fact of life, and 
it is one wherein the government workers 
have the most at stake, as only by restoring 
fiscal balance will their retirement benefits 
be assured.

Finally, it is time for our politics to reflect 
our commitment to building a better future. 
Each Senator must be held accountable for 
their own demonstrated understanding of 
and support for strategies that are realistic 
and sound. For too long we have all watched 
as Senators have passed unreasonable bud-
gets and ignored their responsibilities as 
stewards of our future. 

It is no longer acceptable for any of us to 
use the easy political rhetoric of opposition 
to mask our pursuit of our own self-interest, 
and for no one is it less acceptable than for 
our political leaders, who for too long have 
been satisfied to stir up public anger and 
resentments as an easy path to political of-
fice. 

As members of the business community, 
we look forward to meeting on a regular 
basis with members of the administration 
to understand the steps being taken as we 
move forward. At least as important are the 
meetings that must be held between busi-
ness leaders and members of the legisla-
ture, as it is time to assure that those who 
are elected to represent us fully understand 
our stance on these critical issues, and that 
we communicate to them our seriousness of 
purpose in the weeks and months to come. 
We believe that all stakeholders have a re-
sponsibility to understand the situation and 
provide constructive feedback, as all of our 
futures are at stake.

stt/stJ Chamber of Commerce

time to Wake up and Meet today's Challenges
Continued from Page 13

St. John Tradewinds
Director of the V.I. Bureau of Internal 

Revenue Claudette Watson-Anderson, 
CPA, last week reminded all hoteliers, 
time share developers and innkeepers that 
the hotel room tax has increased from 8  
to 10 percent effective January 1, 2012.  

The hotel room tax is 10 percent of the 
gross room rental, and will apply to every 
guest that resides in the hotel, time share, 
inn, or any other sleeping accommoda-
tions for a period of less than 90 days.

“The 10 percent hotel room tax should 

be separately stated on the invoice to 
avoid any appearance of collecting more 
tax than is allowed by law,” said Watson-
Anderson. “It is imperative that this par-
ticular tax not be lumped with any other 
hotel charges. Taxpayers should be able 
to easily identify the tax charges on their 
bill.” 

Hotel room tax returns are due on the 
30th day after the end of each month. 
Questions concerning the hotel room tax 
should be directed to the Office of Chief 
Counsel at 715-1040, ext 2249.

BIr reminds taxpayers of hotel tax Increase
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Friday, december 30
3:25 p.m. - An Estate Pastory 

resident r/ a disturbance. Distur-
bance of the peace.

saturday, december 31
12:12 a.m. - A citizen r/a dog 

bite. Allowing vicious animals to 
stray.

8:20 a.m. - A citizen c/r an auto 
accident on North Shore Road 
near Maho Bay. Auto accident.

10:20 a.m. - A VIPD Officer r/ 
a man bleeding in the area of The 
Lumberyard. Police assistance.

sunday, January 1
1:37 a.m. - A VIPD Officer r/ 

an unresponsive male in the area 
of Cruz Bay. Police assistance.

2:27 a.m. - A Cruz Bay resident 
r/ being robbed in Cruz Bay. Rob-
bery in the third.

7:59 a.m. - A Cruz Bay resident 
r/ an aggravated assault and bat-
tery. Aggravated assault and bat-
tery.

3:45 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r/ a disturbance of the 
peace, threats. Disturbance of the 
peace.

6:15 p.m. - A visitor from Ken-
tucky r/ a simple assault. Simple 
assault.

8:00 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r/ an assault. Assault.

8:13 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r a disturbance. Distur-
bance of the peace.

8:56 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r/ a disturbance. Distur-
bance of the peace.

9:36 p.m. - A visitor from New 
York r/ an assault. Simple assault.

10:08 p.m. - A Coral Bay resi-
dent r/ a disturbance. Disturbance 
of the peace.

monday, January 2
11:09 a.m. - A citizen c/r shots 

fired in the area. Illegal discharge 
of firearm.

3:20 p.m. - A Lumberyard 
resident p/r receiving threatening 
phone calls. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

8:21 p.m. - A citizen r/ a brush 
fire in the area of Chocolate Hole. 
Brush fire.

8:40 p.m. - Badge #1035 and 
1042 p/ at Leander Jurgen Com-
mand with one Jeffrey James 
under arrest and charged with as-
sault in the third and violating a 
restraining order. Assault in the 
third.

tuesday, January 3
12:26 a.m. - A citizen r/ loud 

music in the area of Coral Bay. 
Disturbance of the peace.

4:26 a.m. - A citizen c/r a fire 
near Lind Point. Structural fire.

3:30 p.m. - A citizen r/ that 
she wants her tenant out of her 
establishment. Landlord/tenant 
dispute.

4:35 p.m - A citizen p/r that his 
car was broken into and his amp, 
car computer and speakers were 
stolen. Grand larceny.

10:45 p.m. - A citizen c/r loud 
music in Coral Bay. Disturbance 
of the peace.

wednesday, January 4
2:50 p.m. - A Lumberyard 

resident p/r that he was robbed of 
$1,500 on St. Thomas. Robbery in 
the first.

7:33 p.m. - A citizen c/r a ve-
hicle in the ditch near the old ce-
ment plant on Centerline Road. 
Police assistance.

thursday, January 5
12:44 a.m. - A visitor r/ a stolen 

iPhone and cash. Grand larceny.
3:47 a.m. - A citizen r/ a dis-

turbance in the area of Castaways 
Bar in Cruz Bay. Disturbance of 
the peace, fight.

9:50 a.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r/ a disturbance with her 
boyfriend. Disturbance of the 
peace.

10:07 a.m. - A Cruz Bay resi-
dent r/ that he was assaulted by a 
male in the area of Frank Powell 
Park. Simple assault.

7:03 p.m. - A citizen p/r that he 
was involved in a fight at Cast-
aways Bar in Cruz Bay. Assault in 
the third.

10:20 p.m. - A citizen p/r 
that she was threatened over the 
phone. Disturbance of the peace, 
threats.

11:20 p.m. - A citizen c/r that 
she was assaulted in Coral Bay. 
Disturbance of the peace.

Friday, January 6
No time given - A citizen c/r 

a collision involving the Lady 
Caneel ferry near Lind Point. Ma-
rine vessel collision.

On Line Supporters Form Wannabes 
Team To Help St. John Relay for Life

Ocean Grill, Rhumb Lines, Spy-
glass or ZoZo’s. 

“Those are angel tickets,” said 
Lee. “That is as near as you can 
get to becoming a Broadway an-
gel, which is an investor. People 
who buy angel tickets are invest-
ing in the fourth grade students of 
St. John.”

Proceeds will go to support 
SJSA’s many arts programs both 
at the art school at all three island 
schools. 

The second performance of the 
night, at 8 p.m. is free and open to 
the public. SJSA would appreci-
ate any donations of support for 
that performance, but they are not 
mandatory, Lee added.

The “World of Dreams” per-
formance promises to be some-
thing special and the funds raised 
through the show will ensure that 
island children continue receiving 
critical arts education.

“This is really a rare opportu-
nity on St. John,” said Lee. “What 
SJSA does extends far beyond the 
number of students who come to 
the school for classes. It extends 

into all three schools and the en-
tire populations of GHS, GBS and 
JESS.”

“We have programs in all 
three schools which involve all 
students,” he said. “There are 
hundreds of kids on St. John get-
ting some form of arts education 
through the school and this show 
will help us be able to continue to 
do so.”

Also back this year is the ex-
citing raffle drawing for St. John 
Goes to Broadway. Raffle tickets 
are $100 each and only 150 tickets 
will be sold for the chance to win 
two round-trip tickets to New York 
City, three night’s hotel stay, tick-
ets to “Priscilla Queen of the Des-
ert”, “Chicago” and a third show 
to be announced, back stage tours 
of one show and dinner at Sardi’s 
and Etcetera Etcetera, worth a total 
of $5,000.

Stop by Starfish Gourmet and 
Wines this Friday, January 13, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. to meet Barnao, 
Drake, Lewis, Miller and Tartaglia 
and purchase those raffle and an-
gel tickets. For more information, 
call SJSA at 779-4322.

she added.
“To make sure I’m not falling 

asleep and to keep me going, my 
husband will be doing some short 
video clips and taking pictures,” 
she said. 

McKibben is still accepting do-
nations and team mates for team 
Wannabes. She and her husband 
will be on island next in June to 
celebrate her 50th birthday. Until 
then, McKibben is delighted to be 
able to help the island’s American 
Cancer Society fundraiser.

“St. John provides us with such 
joy and pleasure that we really 
want to give back anyway we can,” 
she said. “Our last trip in October, 
we got to participate in Just Play 
which was amazing. We just hope 

we can continue to give back to a 
place that we have loved since the 
moment we stepped foot on it.”

“We love the people, the land, 
and of course, underwater,” she 
said.

For more information or to sup-
port the Wannabes, email McKib-
ben at lmpt@earthlink.net. For 
more information about the St. 
John Relay for Life, check out 
www.relayforlife.org/stjohnvi. 
For information about registering 
a new Relay for Life team, call 
Doug Bean at 690-2186.

The second annual St. John Re-
lay for Life runs from Saturday 
afternoon, February 11, at 4 p.m. 
to Sunday morning, February 12, 
at 10 a.m.

St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers is asking the 

community’s help to solve the 
following crimes. If anyone 
knows something, they should 
say something, as law enforce-
ment cannot control crime with-
out the help of the community.

st. John
On Wednesday, Novem-

ber 30, a home at16-23 Estate 
Adrian was burglarized. The 
husband locked and secured the 
house at 7:24 a.m. The wife and 
son came home several times 

during the day, up until 3:30 
p.m. No one saw any signs of a 
burglary during those times. A 
total of $3,235 in cash plus eight 
items were stolen. See our web-
site for a list of the stolen items. 
The minimum reward for an ar-
rest is $700 plus 10 percent of 
the retail value of all property 
recovered.

Let’s continue to help make 
the community a safer place to 
live by submitting information 
on these or any other crimes at 
www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org 

or by calling 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477). Tips are completely 
anonymous, and the stateside op-
erators speak several languages. 
If a tip leads to an arrest or the 
recovery of stolen property, il-
legal drugs, or weapons, tipsters 
will receive a cash reward to be 
paid according to their instruc-
tions.

VIPD detectives would like 
to tell everyone they are very 
appreciative of the assistance 
throughout the years and want 
to continue to receive support. 

C R I M E  S T O P P P E R S  U . S . V . I .
Organization Seeks Information on Crimes

broadway Comes to st. John with 
“world of dreams” on January 27

Continued from Page 6

Continued from Page 7
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

CREEPY MOVIE

aCroSS
 1 Plot anew
 6 Huffed and puffed
 10 Droid rival
 16 Letters after C
 19 Puccini work
 20 Lady — Chaplin
 21 Actor Lon of chillers
 22 Yale Bowl yeller
 23 Start of a riddle
 26 Actor Affleck
 27 Work units, 
in 11-Down
 28 BlackBerry device, e.g., 

for short
 29 Floppy parts of a bea-

gle
 30 Youth’s opposite
 32 Partner of neither
 33 Puccini’s “O — babbino 

caro”
 34 Miss the mark
 35 Adherent: Suffix
 38 I’s, in Athens
 39 Riddle, part 2
 44 Retired female profes-

sor
 45 Metropolis of Japan
 46 Funny Johnson
 47 Biblical song
 50 One sparring
 52 Rio’s car maker
 54 Actor Tony
 57 Riddle, part 3
 64 Suffix with pay or play
 65 Bread buy
 67 Shoulder of a road
 68 Hooting baby bird
 69 Hollow between hills

 71 Riddle, part 4
 76 Entwined
 77 Behave theatrically
 79 Feline cry
 80 Kosovo resident
 82 Vote “for”
 83 Riddle, part 5
 88 Revised, as text
 90 Dove noise
 91 Unbusy bee
 93 Sloppy
 94 Ladder part
 98 Explorer — da Gama
 101 Hockey great Mario
 104 End of the riddle
 110 Trendily dated
 111 Woodcutting tool
 112 “So nasty!”
 113 Pindaric poem
 114 A fire sign
 115 Melodious
 117 Actress Olin
 119 Haloed Fr. woman
 120 Spurt
 121 Abbr. in co. names
 122 Riddle’s answer
 127 Leisure shirt
 128 Bee or flea
 129 Axel or lutz
 130 Word with city or 

circle
 131 Part of OS: Abbr.
 132 Capital of Kansas
 133 — terrier
 134 Feats of skill

DoWn
 1 Ivanhoe’s ladylove
 2 Screenwriter Nora
 3 Scant, to a Brit
 4 Part of M.A.

 5 “— -Man Fever”
 6 Woman’s bedroom
 7 Former Vegas star 

Falana
 8 Terminus
 9 Passenger-transporting 

motorboat
 10 Champagne bucket
 11 Nobel Prize category
 12 — Solo
 13 — scale of 1 to 10
 14 Sci-fi mariner
 15 It has lashes
 16 Participant in an argu-

ing contest
 17 Posh
 18 Savoir-faire
 24 Voice a view
 25 Rabbit kin
 31 TV “explorer”
 33 Warm-blooded one
 34 Consume, Bible-style
 36 “Na Na” lead-in
 37 Chicken — masala 
(Indian dish)
 40 Fuse
 41 1997 sci-fi spoof, briefly
 42 Projecting window
 43 Milk, in Metz
 47 Innocent until — guilty
 48 Deli staple
 49 Alternative to digital
 51 Person jostling some-

one 
in jest
 53 — -Z (thorough)
 55 Park place?
 56 “Well, — -di-dah!”
 58 Hear legally
 59 Medical ins. plans
 60 “So nasty!”

 61 Big London insurer
 62 Flood zone structures
 63 Unwavering
 66 U.S. disaster relief org.
 70 Ordinal number ending
 72 Stitch up
 73 Ratted out
 74 Doctor’s charge
 75 It has triceps
 78 List finisher: Abbr.
 81 Mystify
 84 Harbor inlet
 85 Lion sounds
 86 Attendance-checking 

routines
 87 Skulk around
 89 Subsequent
 92 They precede ens
 94 Narrow ship passages
 95 “Laura” star Gene
 96 Leads on
 97 Firebug
 99 Org. issuing 
nine-digit IDs
 100 Unruly patch of hair
 102 Related element form
 103 Quilt stuffing
 105 Small, sticky note
 106 “If it — broke ...”
 107 Like Swiss peaks
 108 Not optional
 109 High-rises
 116 “How awful!”
 118 Jazz singer James
 119 Totter
 120 Clearheaded
 123 Sci-fi talent
 124 Director Spike 
or Ang
 125 “I see mice!”
 126 Prefix with life or size

PREMIER Crossword

Alcholics Anonymous meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous meets as scheduled: Sundays, 9:45 

a.m. at Hawksnest Bay Beach; Closed meetings for alcohol-
ics only at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cruz Bay at 6 p.m 
on Tuesdays; Open meetings on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 6 p.m. at Nazareth Lutheran Church; Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral 
Bay. 

nArcotics Anonymous meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon meetings

Al-Anon meets on St. John every Monday at Scandic 
Executive Service's meeting room in Mongoose Junction 
from 6:30 to 7:30pm; and every Tuesday from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
the VINP ball field bleachers. Warm line: 340-642-3263.

tuesday, January 10
— The public is invited to 

meet Acting V.I. Police De-
partment Commissioner Henry 
White and Acting Department 
of Health Commissioner Mer-
cedes Dullum on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 10, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Cruz Bay Battery.

wednesday, January 11
— Anyone interested in sav-

ing thousands of dollars on 
their child’s college education 
should mark their calendars for 
Wednesday, January 11, when 
Friends of the Elaine I. Sprauve 
Library host a free educational 
workshop at 6:30 p.m.

thursday, January 12
— The Island Green Build-

ing Association will host a 
public presentation on “Solar, 
Wind and Saving Energy” on 
Thursday, January 12, from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the sec-
ond floor of The Marketplace. 
The night will also be IGBA’s 
annual meeting to elect board 
members.

saturday, January 14
— The best in old-school 

comes to the Reichhold Cen-
ter for the Arts on Saturday, 
January 14, 2012 at 8 p.m.The 
Commodores, the Grammy 
Award-winning musical group 

and legends of Motown, will 
be live in concert singing clas-
sic hits such as “Three Times 
a Lady,” “Easy,” and “Brick-
house.” Get tickets today to 
groove to these favorite hits! 
Call 693-1559 or purchase on-
line at www.reichholdcenter.
com. Tickets are available on 
St. John at Connections and St. 
John residents should call 693-
1550 to sign up for the discount 
shuttle. 

Frinday and saturday, 
January 13 and 14

 — Gifft Hill School and 
New England Youth Theater 
present “Godspell Junior” on 
Friday, January 13, at 7 p.m. 
and Saturday, January 14, at 2 
and 7 p.m. GHS Upper Campus 
students will be performing as 
part of a special “mini-mester” 
program in conjunction with 
NEYT. Tickets are available at 
the door for a suggested dona-
tion of $10 for adults and $5 for 
students/children. 

saturday, January 21
— The St. John Animal Care 

Center’s Annual Christmas for 
the Animals fundraiser gala 
will be Saturday, January 21, 
at A La Mer villa. The “Snow 
Ball” will be island fancy and 
will feature a live band. 
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Commerical/Office/Storage Space Available

CommerCial SpaCe available

at The lumberyard

UnUsUal 
OppOrtUnity
f i r s t  f l o o r  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e

Downtown Cruz bay
Where St. John Does business

For space Call nick 
340-771-3737

sCENiC ProPErtiEs 
340-693-7777

  Cruz bay Apartments:
Two bedrooms, two • 
bath, Gift Hill $2000                  

  Coral bay: 
One bedroom, one bath • 
$900
One bedroom, one bath • 
$1100   

Check out 
www.stjohnlive.com 

for more details.

EVErythiNG 
you NEEd

oN EVEry lEVEl

GrEAt PlACE 
to shoP, diNE 

ANd work

ComE JoiN us
wE hAVE

sPACEs AVAilAblE
rEtAil or oFFiCE 

340-776-6455

Coral Bay 1100sqft newly 
renovated cottage 2-bdrm 

2-bath semi-furnished views 
breezes w/d d/w dish tv pets 

$2000/mo 693-5554.

storAGE: 
sECurEd 

loCkErs 4x6x7’ 
$80 mo. 643-3283 

Gorgeous .73-acre in Flanagan’s Passage, 180-degree view 
from Moravian Church to LeDuc Island, straddles ridges. 

Priced to sell at $167,000. Owner will finance 1/2 for 
qualified buyer. Serious inquiries. 340-643-7615. 

Services

Apartments For lease
A/C, Washer/Dryer, 
balcony, clean, great 

location next to Westin, 
1BR @ $1,250, 2BR @ 
$1,650-$1,750, Security 

& 1st mo. Month to Month 
lease available. Call Laurie 
at 779-1804 or 227-6688

Get the picture with 
dish NEtwork 
Always online with 

huGhEsNEt
Service on St. John

info@dishanddat.com
340 779 4001

rEliAblE 
mobilE 

Auto 
rEPAir: 

Professional and experi-
enced. Brakes, CV Joints, 

Suspensions, Shocks, 
Alternators, Timing Belts, 
General Engine, Repair, 

Foreign & Domestic. 
All Work Guaranteed. 

Call 227-9574

Large 2 BR Apartment 
in Bethany overlooking the 
Westin. Great views, A/C; 

Call 690-1104

  
14-foot, 6-foot-eight-inch 
beam white boat, some red 
paint, located in Chocolate 
Hole north. Center console, 

hard bottom, deflated 
inflatable, holds no air. 

Call 344-6038.

Com/Office/Storage

Land For Sale

For Rent

Public Notice

Coral Bay, Carolina
Long Term, Furnished 2 
Bed 2 Bath, Full Upper 
level, A/C in Bedrooms, 

Large covered deck, W&D, 
$1650/mth. 

Call Ron 715-853-9696

Boat Peter Bay found in 
Coral Bay. Vessel is 8’10” x 
32’. Registration #VI9428TA 

Serial #XAU0500SJ293. 
Contact Irvin Stevens 

340-201-3862.

For Sale

For more information call 776-6857

Expanding Watersports Company
is accepting applications for:

Retail SaleS
Beach attendantS
MuSt Be: reliable and professional, 
detail-oriented with excellent interpersonal skills, 
clean cut and able to swim.

Legal Notice

ordEr
AND NOW, this 18th day of February, 2011, having reviewed the Motion 

to Quash or Amend Writ of Execution filed by Movants David and Joan 
Condon (Document 458), and the responses thereto filed by Plaintiff Joan 
Oat, and having heard oral argument on the motion on January 19, 2011, it is 
ORDERED the motion is GRANTED.1

1On June 7, 2007, following four years of litigation, Oat received a judgment in her 
favor in this case of $641,074.08 against Defendant Sewer Enterprises. In its judgment, the 
court also ordered that “(j)udgment of foreclosure (be) entered in favor of (Oat) and against 
defendant Sewer Enterprises, Ltd. f/k/a Sewer Dolin Associates, Ltd. on December 30, 1990 
Second Priority Leasehold Mortgage.” Mem. and Order of June 7, 2007, 14.

Oat now seeks to enforce this judgment through a Writ or Execution against three 
parcels in St. John — Parcels 3h, 3i and 3Ae in Estate Enighed. To that end, she filed an 
Amended Writ of Execution against all three parcels on September 20, 2010. The Condons 
have a 30-year lease and operate an inn on Parcel 3Ae, the parcel which  is the subject of the 
instant motion. On November 29, 2010, after a “No Trespassing” sign was placed on their 
property by U.S. Marshals, the Condons moved to amend Oat’s writ of execution, arguing 
that Parcel 3Ae should not be included in the writ because it is not included in the Second 
Priority Leasehold Mortgage and because Oat has already settled any claim she has against 
Parcel 3Ae.

In response to the Condons’ motion, this Court temporarily amended the writ of 
execution to exclude Parcel 3 Ae, so that a hearing could be held regarding whether this 
Parcel should be included in Oat’s writ of execution. The writ was so amended and, in the 
meantime, Oat was permitted to foreclose on Parcels 3h and 3i.

After reviewing the convoluted ownership history of the subject parcels, this Court 
has determined Oat is not entitled to execute on Parcel 3Ae. Parcels 3Ae, 3h, and 3i 
were originally leased by Hulda, Victor and Llewellyn Sewer to Sewer-Dolin Associates, 
Ltd. (SDA) on March 26, 1987. The lease states that Parcel 3 Ae was owned by Hulda 
Sewer, Parcel 3h was owned jointly be Hulda and Victor Sewer, and Parcel 3i was owned 
by Llewellyn Sewer. On July 1, 1987, SDA executed a leasehold mortgage of the three 
parcels in favor of the Carpeteria, Inc. Employees’ Pension Plan (Carpeteria) in exchange 
for $100,000. A leasehold mortgage is secured by the mortgagor’s leasehold interest in 
a property. See Black’s Law Dictionary 1033 (8th ed. 2004). On August 6, 1987, SDA 
purported to surrendered its interest in the original lease to Hulda, Victor, and Llewellyn 
Sewer, to the extent the lease pertained to Parcel 3Ae. The surrender was purportedly 
accepted by Hulda, Victor, and Llewellyn Sewer. SDA’s surrender to the lease, however, 
was not valid because Carpeteria did not consent to the surrender. By the terms of SDA’s 
lease, “(no) agreement of surrender or to accept a surrender (would be) valid unless and until 
the same (was) reduced to writing and signed by the duly authorized representatives of the 
Landlord, Tenant, and the holder of the leasehold mortgage.” March, 26, 1987 Lease P. 18. 
Movants provided this Court with certified copies of both the surrender of the lease and the 
landlords’ acceptance of the surrender. Neither of these documents was signed by Carpeteria, 
the leasehold mortgagee; thus, it appears SDA’s surrender of Parcel 3Ae was not valid. 

Following SDA’s purported surrender of its lease on Parcel 3Ae, on August 3, 1987, 
the Condons entered into a 30-year lease of Parcel 3Ae and another property, Parcel 3Ag, 
with Hulda Sewer as their landlord. On September 6, 1988, Carpeteria assigned its leasehold 
mortgage on Parcels 3Ae, 3h and 3i to Oat’s husband, Don Oat for $1.00. When Carpeteria 
assigned its leasehold mortgage to Don Oat, Oat received an interest in the leasehold on 
Parcel 3Ae.

Apparently Hulda, Victor and Llewellyn Sewer were aware of the deficiency in SDA’s 
surrender of its leasehold, and were concerned that such surrender was not valid, because 
they drafted a belated “Consent to amended Lease Agreement” (Consent) which Oat asserts 
the Sewers endeavored to have her husband sign, but which he did not sign. The Consent 
stated that Don Oat “now wishes to confirm his consent to the Partial Surrender and the 
Amended Lease Agreement” wherein SDA, the mortgagor to Oat’s leasehold mortgage by 
assignment, surrendered its interest in the lease. Don Oat never signed this document, and 
Oat asserts she continues to own a leasehold mortgage on Parcel 3Ae.

The Condons argue Oat released any claim she had against Parcel 3Ae in a mediated 
settlement in a separate lawsuit over that property. Oat submitted evidence of this 
settlement which shows she released any claim she had against the Estate of Hulda Sewer 
with regard to Parcel 3Ae in a previous lawsuit. In this settlement agreement, which 
was signed by Oat, the Estate of Hulda Sewer, and the parties’ respective attorneys, Oat 
agreed to release “any claim… against the Estate (of Hulda Sewer) with regard to Plot 
3A(e), Estate Enighe(d), St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands.” Pl.’s Mot. to Strike Emergency 
Mot. to Quash, Ex. 7, at 4. Oat’s release of claims, however, pertained only to Hulda 
Sewer’s interests in the parcel itself, and does not constitute a release of Oat’s interests in  
SDA’s unextinguished leasehold interest in Parcel 3 Ae.

On December 30, 1990, SDA, now doing business as Sewer Enterprises, Ltd., executed 
a Second Priority Leasehold Mortgage in favor of Don Oat on Parcels 3h and 3i. Parcel 
3Ae was not included in this Second Priority Leasehold Mortgage. Because the judgment 
entered on June 7, 2007, only states Oat is entitled to foreclose upon the Second Priority 
Leasehold Mortgage, she can foreclose on Parcels 3h and 3i; but not 3Ae. Although Oat may 
have an interest in SDA’s leasehold interest in Parcel 3Ae, this Parcel was not addressed by 
the June 7, 2007, Judgment and Oat has presented no evidence showing that foreclosure 
on Parcel 3Ae is an appropriate method by which she can collect on her judgment against 
Defendants.

The Amended Writ of Execution is permanently AMENDED to omit any 
direct or indirect reference to Parcel 3Ae, Estate Enighed, St. John, U.S. Virgin 
Islands.2 

It is further ORDERED Oat’s Motion to Strike Emergency Motion to Quash 
(Document 496) and Motion for Sanctions, Punitive and Actual Damages, and 
Fees and Costs (document 495) are DENIED.

       
By the court:
/s/ Juan r. sanchez, J.

2This Court temporarily amended the Writ of Execution by Order of December 13, 
2010, following the Condons’ filing of the instant emergency motion to amend. After a 
hearing held on January 19, 2011, this Court finds the Writ of Execution should not include 
Parcel 3 Ae and permanently grants the Condons’ motion.
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St. John Tradewinds 
SubScriptioNS 

TRADEWINDS PUBLISHING LLC

Send Check Payable to Tradewinds Publishing LLC, P.O. Box 1500, St. John, VI 00831

 1 yEAR SUBSCRIPTIoN $85.00 USD

 Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

             __________________________________________________________

Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

Panoramic Sunset Views

1/4 acre Gifft hill:
Concrete roads • Underground electric

Topographic survey • downhill build
Panoramic westerly views of over 13 Islands

Established neighbors 
$250,000.00

call owner 401.569.7447



HOMES

View al l  St .  John MLS propert ies  a t  our  websi te  a t  www.americanparadise .com

CONDOS  .  HOMES  .  LAND  .  FRACTIONALS  .  COMMERCIAL

View all St. John MLS properties at our website at www.americanparadise.com

info@americanparadise.com

 IXORA  Ajax Peak, bordered by Natl. Pk, 
adjacent to North Shore beach access, pool, 5 
BR. $1,530,000
 SOLAR B & B! “Garden By The Sea” is a 
quaint Caribbean home. Owners’ apartment & 3 
A/C units. $1,800,000
 CVISTA Elegant 4 BDR/4BA villa in Rendez-
vous. Stunning residence exudes comfort & 
class. Now $3,575,000
 CAROLINA Live on property & complete your 
home.   Owner financing available.  $299,000 
 PELICAN'S PERCH Masonry 3BR/3BA pool 
villa, water views and guest cottage. $1,195,000
 ISLANDS END  Nat'l Pk beaches close by.  
5BR/5.5BA, HOA common dock $1,695,000 

 CARIBBEAN COTTAGE catering to short term
rental guests. Price includes adjacent lot. 
$599,000
 AMARILLA VILLA 3 BR, 3.5 BA villa, superior 
craftsmanship, 180° views, pool & hot tub 
$2,199,000
 PRIVATEER BAY 1BD/1BA pool villa on .83 
acres with spectacular unspoiled views of the BVI 
and the east end of St. John. $1,375,000
 MY LUNA VISTA is a new Mamey Peak home
featuring views of Coral Bay and the BVI’s. 
2BR/2BA & lower 3BR apartment. $1,550,000
 NEW! Beautiful Harbor Views, 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, paved access, good breezes and conve-
nient to Coral Bay   $675,000

BARGAIN BEAUTY!  Inn Love is a newly 
renovated and charming 5BR/5BA rental villa in 
Great Cruz Bay. $1,090,000

ORCHID HILL Tasteful & charming, designed by 
Glen Speer,  2BR/2BA, stunning 280 degree 
views, $1,849,000

Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN FoR 50 YeaRs!
Located at the Marketplace  •  (340) 776-6776  •  (340) 774-8088   •  INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com

      Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824   •   www.HolidayHomesVi.com

“HALF MOON HOUSE” Reef Bay 
Beachfront is the dramatic setting for 
this uniquely modern home.  Extremely 
private with incomparable views and 

masterful con-
struction through-
out, this 5 bed-
room, 4.5 bath 
home is an artistic 
statement in a 
world class setting.  

“CINNAMON BAY ESTATE” borders 
Ntnl Park in Catherineberg, private, 
gated setting, 3 bdrms, 23 ft wall of 
glass & outstanding views. Spacious 

living areas, 
wrap around 
decks, expansive 
sundeck, large 
pool, elevated 
spa & covered 
dining.

“TRE VISTA ESTATE’’ The perfect 
luxury retreat on St. John. An elegant 

villa with 
c l a s s i c 
style in 
a great 
s e t t i n g 
of views 
a n d 
breezes.

BEACHFRONT “VILLA ST. JOHN” a 
luxury 6 bedroom pool villa has sand 
beach plus STUNNING views! Great 

rental or 
r e s i d e n c e 
with poten-
tial for family 
compound. 
Moor your 
boat here 
too!

“VILLA ANDREA”   in gated Virgin 
Grand Estates HAS IT ALL! Panoramic 
water views in a private setting, 4 

m a s t e r 
suites, A/C 
throughout, 
and a large 
pool with 
expansive 
decks.

WATERFRONT “VILLA BELVEDERE” 
(3x3.5) privacy, pool & spa, plus deed-

ed access to 
HOA dock 
on Great 
Cruz Bay. 
Quiet neigh-
b o r h o o d , 
m e s m e r -
izing sunset 
views!

“SAGO COTTAGE” adorable Caribbean 
style ma-
sonry cot-
tage with 
wonderful 
down is-
land views 
and great 
rental his-
tory.

“SEAVIEW” vacation villa.  Charming 
4 Bedroom, masonry home in excellent 
condition with large pool in convenient 

Chocolate 
Hole with 
d e e d e d 
rights to 
two near-
by beach-
es.

VILLA MOLLO” A nature lovers 
dream, walk to 2 beaches!  3BR/2BA 
villa sits on the water’s edge of a salt 

pond and 
f e a t u r e s 
c u s t o m 
stone and 
wood work 
and amazing 
Car ibbean 
views.

“UPPER CAROLINA” 3X3 – Recently 
upgraded 
& well kept 
house with 
3 income 
producing 
units. Easy 
a c c e s s 
to Cruz 
Bay and 
beaches. 

“VISTAERO” offers total privacy with 
breathtaking views over Rendezvous 

Bay & St. 
Thomas.  5 
s p a c i o u s 
b e d r o o m 
suites, huge 
pool, gazebo 
& hot tub 
make this a 
top rental villa.

“VILLA INTIMASEA” a beautiful 
newer Chocolate Hole 4 bedroom 
pool villa has 180 degree water views! 

Great rental 
or residence 
with poten-
tial for fam-
ily compound.  
Access to 2 
beaches & din-
ghy landing.

“VILLA ROMANCE” Custom de-
signed & built 4 bd/4.5 bth rental villa 
w/ luxurious features & finishes - gated 

entry, ultimate 
privacy, 30 ft 
pool, court-
yard, barrel 
tile roof, coral 
flooring, chef’s 
kitchen, ga-
zebo & more! 

“WHALE WATCH” – Enjoy pristine 
East End in this lovely, 2 bedroom 
villa with big water views.  Downstairs 

apartment of-
fers additional 
living & in-
come space.  
Hear the 
sound of the 
waves lapping 
below.   

“DAY DREAM IN UPPER CAROLI-
NA”  Fabulous views - Coral Bay to BVI 
in masonry 3 bdrm/3.5 bath Majestic 
Mile home.  New furnishings, private  
pool & bdrm suites, hot tub, stone/

brick landscaping, 
solar hot water, shut-
ters, custom cabinets 
& 10k generator. Cute 
wood cottage (NC) 
on property.

“WILD ORCHID VILLA” in Skytop 
features privacy and amazing 270’ 
panoramic views! Flexible floorplan 

4 bdrm, 2 level 
villa is custom 
crafted in ex-
otic hardwoods & 
stonework. Awe-
some sunrises! 
Beautiful sunsets! 
Cool breezes!

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

$3,900,000 $3,900,000

“PASTORY CONDO”  This 1 bd, 
1 bth spacious condo overlooks 
Pillsbury Sound & St. Thomas 
sunsets.  Newly renovated kitchen 

& bath, custom 
cabinetry, gran-
ite countertops, 
mahogany doors, 
windows, pool & 
lush landscaping.$372,000

$2,400,000

DVD

$2,450,000

DVD

$495,000 $949,000

DVD

$2,295,000 $1,825,000

$595,000

“LAVENDER HILL” Luxurious 1 
bedroom unit adjacent to pool with 
2 decks. Walk to beach and town. 

Handsomely 
f u r n i s h e d , 
immaculately 
maintained, 
e x c e l l e n t 
rental man-
agement.$500,000

$980,000

NEW
 LI

ST
ING

$1,750,000 $1,000,000

$975,000

$3,999,000

NEW
 LI

ST
ING

NEW
 LI

ST
ING

Call for details

DVD

$1,275,000

PR
ICE R

ED
UCED

!
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ICE R
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UCED

!

CALABASH BOOM 
 hillside $475,000

For a complete list oF all st. John mls properties, DVD tours oF the properties, anD/or a copy oF our newsletter call or e-mail us.
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

ESTATE MANDAHL $85,000
ESTATE CAROLINA from $115,000
CONCORDIA PRESERVE from $275,000
DREEkETS BAY hillside & WATERFRONT from $300,000

PRIVATEER BAY/HANSEN BAY hillside & WATERFRONT from $199,000
SABA BAY  19 ac. WATERFRONT $9,990,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE from $1,500,000 
LOVANGO CAY WATERFRONT South shore from $285,000

UPPER MONTE BAY  hillsides from $799,000
BOATMAN PT./RENDEzVOUS WATERFRONT $825,000
VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES  from $499,000
CHOCOLATE HOLE from $365,000

SAUNDERS GUT  two WATERFRONT lots $345,000 each
ALSO

WESTIN TIMESHARES from $2,000 per week
ONE MONTH FRACTIONALS FROM $69,000

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!                                                      MOTIVATED SELLERS!!                                                         SOME SELLER FINANCING!!

HH-TW 1.9.12.indd   1 1/6/12   12:02 PM

St. John Tradewinds 
wishes the community a

happy NeW year
Exceptional St. John Villa Offered Through Debbie Hayes

ExcluSiVE rEal ESTaTE SErVicE 
in THE Virgin iSlanDS

Debbie Hayes, GRi
Licensed U.s. Virgin isLands 
reaL estate Broker/owner

Office:  

340  714  5808
Cell:  

340  642  5995
DebbieHayes@DebbieHayes.com
www.StJohnVIRealEstate.com 

Exceptionally Private/Gated Villa atop Caneel Hill with expansive 
views and all of the amenities you expect in a Luxury Island Home. 
Offered at $4.9M. Seller is a U.S. Virgin Islands Licensed Broker.

DebbieHayes-TW IV 11.14.2011.indd   1 11/11/11   11:37 AM



said. “We accept lumber, tile, brick, block, re-
bar, windows, doors, fixtures, sinks, plumbing, 
electrical, tools, garden items and even marine 
supplies. Pretty much anything that makes a 
home.”

“We do not accept chemicals, beds, broken 
or very damaged items,” said Vahling. “IGBA 
membership is not a requirement; ReSource 
Depot is a ‘ReSource’ for everyone in the com-
munity. Items are priced at half of retail or less 

and without ferry fares or shipping to get it.”  
To ensure the depot’s success, residents are 

needed to volunteer for a variety of roles, ex-
plained IGBA’s executive director. 

“We need volunteers for Saturdays from 10 to 
noon, to pick up donations, inventory and orga-
nize, help write grants and assist with fundrais-
ing activities,” she said. “We need an accoun-
tant’s (hopefully volunteer) time. And of course 
we need those items people have left over from 
their own projects, so we can get things into the 
hands of someone who needs it for their home, 
and give you a tax receipt for it.”

Looking ahead, Vahling foresees a time 
when IGBA’s ReSource Depot is the first stop 
for construction and building materials.

“The ReSource Depot could turn into a way 
to build/repair homes for those in need after 
hurricanes or fire, and we will give special 
consideration to those who demonstrate finan-
cial hardship,” said Vahling. “The Depot could 
serve as a model and be done throughout the 
territory. For now, the Storage on Site container 
is a good place to start, with low overhead and a 
great location, and they can give us more or less 
containers as our inventory supply changes.’

“But we are looking for a more permanent 
place to be a warehouse and educational facil-
ity — which we would turn into a model green 
building and demonstration site,” she said. 

For more information about IGBA’s Re-
Source Depot, call Vahling at 227-1110 or 
email karen.vahling@yahoo.com.
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Continued  fron Page 4

Before Heading to St. Thomas, Check Out Resource Depot

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo 

IGBA's ReSource Depot already has a lot to offer builders looking to save 
some money.

Working together to 
grow your business.
Scotiabank offers a full range of business banking solutions to 
help you meet your customers’ needs, keep your costs down, 
and advance your competitive edge. Call today to get started.

St. Croix
Michelle Branch-Samuel
Sunny Isle Branch
340-712-3708
michelle.branch-samuel@scotiabank.com 
Helena Emmanuel
Sunny Isle Branch
340-712-3712
helena.emmanuel@scotiabank.com 
Carmen Henry
Sunny Isle Branch
340-712-3720
carmen.henry@scotiabank.com
St. Thomas
Raymond Henry
Altona Branch
340-715-9611
raymond.henry@scotiabank.com
Amber Walker
Manager, Small Business
Altona Branch
340-775-1559
amber.walker@scotiabank.com
St. John
Sasha Berry
The Marketplace
340-776-2024
sasha.berry@scotiabank.com

Discover what’s possible

building, new green building and 
erosion control materials, native 
plants, and workshops on sustain-
able living,” she said. “Revenue 
from the ReSource Depot will be 
put towards this goal and our pro-
grams that promote responsible, 
sustainable development on St. 
John.”

IGBA has already received 
multiple donations with many new 
items coming from Harith Wickre-
ma’s renovated villa Eco-Serendib, 
according to Vahling. 

“Right now we have about 80 
percent brand new items, thanks 
to a donor who renovated his villa,  
Harith Wickrema of Eco-Serendip 
villa,” said Vahling. “It is so nice 
when people give back to the com-
munity and help keep materials in 
use and affordable. The materials 
don’t need to be extracted from 
the earth again, manufactured and 
shipped if they are already here 
and at a fraction of the price.”

“Nor do they need to go to our 
overburdened landfills,” said the 
IGBA executive director. “We 
currently have windows, doors, 
plumbing, electrical, fixtures, tile, 
roof tile, and even a beautiful new 
mahogany staircase that would 
be a lovely addition to an island 
home.”

For now the depot is only staffed 
by volunteers and only open on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
or by appointment. Residents can 
also view IGBA's entire inventory 
at its virtual ReSource Depot on 
the website www.igba-stjohn.org, 
under Programs.  

Residents support the depot by 
dropping items during the Satur-
day hours, according to Vahling.

“People can donate by drop-
ping off items during our Satur-
day hours or by appointment,” she 
said. “A call ahead is appreciated, 
to be sure items are acceptable and 
that we have space reserved. Pick-
ups can be arranged too.”

IGBA will accept pretty much 
any kind of construction material 
— and IGBA membership is not 
required — so don’t overlook any-
thing as a possible donation, Vahl-
ing added.

“We want to make building 
and repairs affordable and acces-
sible for all, and keep materials 
in use once they are here,” she 


