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Fortress 
of the Sea

Newly finished Peter Bay estate 
“Presidio del Mar” has shattered the 
record of most expensive homes on 
the market. This ultra-luxury estate is 
surrounded by water on three sides, 
providing the utmost in privacy and 
the most impressive views.

– Story on Page 3
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St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers USVI is asking the community to 

help the V.I. Police Department solve the following 
crimes:

Police on St. John are still seeking additional infor-
mation on the murder of Juan Ayala, who was found 
dead from multiple gunshots on Monday, January 5, 
outside his home in Estate Pastory. 

Police say there may have been two suspects. One 
suspect is described as a black male with braided hair. 
The police department is offering a $10,000 reward 
and witness protection for information leading to the 
arrest of the suspects.

St. Croix
Police on St. Croix are looking for Hesket Ovaldo 

John in connection with a third degree assault. John 
is a black male, 47 years old, 5’11” and weighs 260 
pounds. He is known to frequent the Mon Bijou and 
Grove Places areas.

 St. Thomas
Police on St. Thomas are looking for Steven Vassell 

in connection with an identify theft which occurred 
on or about November 4, 2008, at Caribbean Auto 
Mart. Vassell is a black male with a dark complexion, 
5’8” and weighs 180 pounds. Vassell was born in Ja-
maica and lives in the Bovoni area of St. Thomas. He 
is known to operate a white four door Chevy Tracker, 
License plate #TDP-839.

 Crime Stoppers is pleased to report that we re-
ceived six new tips this week, which brings our total 
tips received to 26. 

Anyone with information on these, or any other 
crimes should immediately call Crime Stoppers USVI 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).  Tips can also be submitted 
online at www.crimestoppersusvi.org, or by texting at 
“USVI plus your message” to Crimes (274637).  

Tipsters will remain anonymous and do not have to 
testify in court to receive a reward. If the information 
provided leads to an arrest or the recovery of stolen 
property, the tipster will earn a cash reward of up to 
$2,500. Only anonymous callers to Crime Stoppers 
are eligible for these cash rewards.

Crime Stoppers USVI Needs Your Help
Police Seek Two Suspects in Ayala Murder
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Pan Dragons Perform at Opening of STX Agrifest 2009

St. John Tradewinds
Senator at Large Craig Barshinger’s first town meeting is sched-

uled for Friday, February 27, at the St. John Legislature Building 
in Cruz Bay.

The first meeting will be structured to allow community mem-
bers to express issues of concern, and to prioritize those concerns. 
Some issues likely to be raised include property taxes, parking in 
Cruz Bay, a vision for a new St. John School, unsightly barricades 
at marine terminals, creating a St. John vendor’s plaza and the con-
dition of the basketball courts and ball fields.

Subsequent meetings will deal with particular subjects/issues. 
That list will be expanded and prioritized by listening to the voices 
of the community during the first town meeting.

“We must continue moving away from the top-down, patriar-
chal leadership style to a more participative democracy, where ev-
eryone’s voice is welcome, and everyone’s opinion is factored into 
the decisions that are made,” said Barshinger. “Town meetings are 
an important way of doing this.”

Senator Barshinger Hosting First Town 
Meeting at Legislature on February 27

St. John Tradewinds
The 18th Annual Folk Life Festival will kick off at 10 a.m. at 

Annaberg on Thursday, February 19, and run through Saturday 
evening, February 21.

The theme this year is “V.I. Culture 276 Years Toward Self-De-
termination,” and will feature a number of guest speakers includ-
ing Dr. Eddie Donaghue, Myron Jackson, Atty. Tregenza Roach, 
Dr. Gilbert Sprauve and Dr. Eugene Patterson.

The crowd will be entertained by Stanley and the Ten Sleep-
less Knights, the St. Thomas Heritage Dancers, Mokoluscious pro-
duced by Willard John and Cariso singing by Cabbell Christopher. 
Local arts and crafts and food will be for sale.

The festival runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on February 19, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on February 20 and from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. on 
Saturday evening, February 21.

Annual Folk Life Festival Is Feb. 19-21

Reef Fest Presented on February 17
St. John Tradewinds

The V.I. Audubon Society’s February program will feature Uni-
versity of the Virgin Islands marine stewardship coordinator Lihla 
Noori’s presentation Reef Fest on Tuesday, February 17, at the 
Gifft Hill School at 7 p.m.

Noori is committed to helping local communities engage in be-
coming good stewards of the land and sea environments. 

After enduring about a 
3-hour boat ride from St. 
Thomas, the Love City 
Pan Dragons of St. John 
performed during the 
opening ceremony of the 
St. Croix Agrifest 2009. The 
island’s steel band played 
the National Anthem and 
the Virgin Islands March 
on Saturday, February 14 
for event-goers, including 
Governor deJongh.

Tradewinds News Photos by Tom Oat 

Battery Open House with VIPD 
and Dept. of Justice Is February 20

St. John Tradewinds
St. John Administrator Leona Smith will host the next Open 

House at the Battery with V.I. Police Department Commissioner 
James McCall, Attorney General Vincent Frazer and other VIPD 
top brass on Friday afternoon, February 20, from 3 to 6 p.m.

Another Open House at the Battery will be with Bureau of In-
ternal Revenue Director Gizette Canegata-Thomas on Thursday, 
February 26, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

St. John Tradewinds
The St. John Recycling Committee’s next monthly meeting will 

be at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, at the St. John Community 
Foundation office on the third floor of The Marketplace.

Recycling Committee Meets Feb. 17

email: info@tradewinds.vi



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

A new house on the market has 
shattered the record of priciest 
digs on St. John but clients aren’t 
blinking an eye, according to the 
co-listing agent.

Presidio del Mar was recently 
listed on the St. John MLS for 
$32 million, but not one client 
has expressed surprise at the price 
tag, according to co-listing agent 
Christie O’Neil, a partner in Holi-
day Homes of St. John Inc. 

“Everyone who has seen the 
estate thinks it is worth every pen-
ny,” said O’Neil. “This property is 
incomparable — it is undoubtedly 
the finest estate in the Caribbean, 
with a location unlike any other. It 
is the Caribbean estate to which all 
others will aspire.”

What makes this six-bedroom 
villa perched on the point of Peter 
Bay worth more than double the 
cost of the highest property sold to 
date on St. John is a combination 
of factors, according to O’Neil.

First of all the villa is located on 
the very point of  the peninsula in 
the exclusive gated enclave com-
munity of Peter Bay with a private 
path leading to a nearby secluded 
beach. Surrounded by water on 
three sides, the views from Presi-
dio del Mar are some of the most 

impressive around.
The 1.63-acre site includes 645 

feet of shoreline overlooking a 
crystal clear Caribbean bay dotted 
with reefs and teeming with ma-
rine life.

Beyond the property location, 
the villa is situated on the site 
to take full advantage of the sea 
views and the accompanying cool-
ing breezes — not to mention af-
fording the utmost in privacy. 

The home itself is remarkable. 
Crafted from island stone with 
antique brick accents, Presidio 
del Mar blends into its surround-
ing hillside making its size fit its 
location. The home is not an over-
whelming fortress, like its name, 
which means “fortress by the sea” 
might suggest, but a muted estate 
rising from the point. 

“Now that the landscaping is in-
stalled and flourishing, the proper-
ty is really settling into the point,” 

said co-listing agent Miles Stair, 
a co-owner of Holiday Homes. 
“While Presidio del Mar com-
mands the point, it is very much 
a part of its environment, the V.I. 
National Park and surrounding 
waters.”

Throughout seven years of con-
struction, owner Rob Blakenly 
oversaw every detail of the home’s 
creation and it shows. From cus-
tom-made iron and bronze gates to 
hand-painted Peruvian glass mir-
rors and hand-crafted mahogany 
cabinetry, the attention to detail in 
Presidio del Mar is striking.

There are six private king bed-
room suites each with large walk-
in closets, granite coffee bars and 
mini-fridges. In addition to the in-
door custom mosaic tile showers, 
many of the suites feature outdoor 
stone showers perched right above 
the surf below. 

The master bedroom suite in-

cludes his and hers walk-in clos-
ets, a free-standing claw foot tub, 
a pied and raked beam ceiling and 
a five segment bay window. The 
suite also boasts a private outdoor 
verandah with stone steps lead-
ing to the pool, hot tub and beach 
path.

The estate affords ample out-
door dining and entertaining space 
with sprawling verandahs encom-
passing two outdoor bars, a stone 
fireplace, a pool table and two 
hammocks. If the ocean breeze 
picks up too much, a leeward out-
door dining area allows barbecues 
out of the wind.

The tiled swimming pool in-
cludes two swim-in grottoes with 
window cut-outs for easy access to 
cocktails whipped up at the nearby 
ipe trellis covered bar.

It’s the nods to tropical life-
styles which particularly entice 
O’Neil.

“I particularly admire the un-
derstated sophistication of Presi-
dio del Mar,” O’Neil said. “It ac-
commodates casual island living, 
in a style fit for royalty or celebri-
ties, with exceptional privacy.”

There are plenty of indoor din-
ing and living spaces as well. An 
open floor plan great room and 
kitchen include Viking profession-
al grade stainless steel appliances, 
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Thursday, Feb. 19th

Presidio del Mar Tops St. John Real Estate Offerings 
Recently finished Peter Bay villa is tops in price and luxury

Continued on Page 20
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos Courtesy of Holiday Homes of St. John, Inc.

Views from villa on the Peter Bay point span across the North Shore, above. Lions 
protect the entrance foyer to Presidio del Mar, at right.

“This property is incomparable — it is 
undoubtedly the finest estate in the 
Caribbean, with a location unlike any other. 
It is the Caribbean estate to which all others 
will aspire.”

– Christie O’Neil, broker partner, Holiday Homes of St. John, Inc. 

a 12-sided rotunda dining nook 
and a custom bronze chandelier.

Symmetry is one of the themes 
of the home with all windows, 
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St. John Tradewinds
As a member of the Committee on Public Safety, Homeland 

Security and Justice, Senator Shawn-Michael Malone wrote a let-
ter to V.I. Police Department  Commissioner James McCall re-
questing the urgency to assign a school crossing guard for Guy 
Benjamin School students. 

“In an article published in the most recent issue of the St. John 
Tradewinds, no school crossing guard can be found to assist stu-
dents of Guy Benjamin School in the afternoon when they are 
dropped off by the school bus,” wrote Malone. “The imminent 
danger this traffic concern poses is one that should not exist. The 
last thing this community needs is an unfortunate accident involv-
ing a student stemming from lack of proper protection.”

St. John Tradewinds
Dr. Bernard Liburd and his Top Notch Band 

was a great choice for dancing rhythms at the an-
nual fund-raiser. The money raised didn’t come 
up to past amounts, but the audience forgot their 
worries and hit the floor! A sign of the times.

Alice Krall, PTA president, certainly deserved 
the honor bestowed upon her — anyone who can 
fill the room at a PTA meeting is a special person 
— just ask the past-presidents.

The celebrity waiters did their thing — Caneel’s 
food was appealing and the wine steward never 
stopped filing our glasses. Thank you, Nikolay, 
for a lovely evening.

Why Isn’t Library Area 
Declared Historical

Maybe it is, but that should mean surrounding 
buildings should be constructed in a proper man-
ner to enhance this special area. Where is the is-
land planner? Will we ever have supervision over 
size, placement, color, parking, etc. for new build-
ings?

St. Thomas Magazine Is Appreciated 
by St. Thomians

MaLinda Media’s latest publication takes you 
back to the early days of our sister island. Felipe 
Ayala’s thank you note to MaLinda expresses the 
feeling that old-timers have about the historical 
appeal that is slowly disappearing.

Drift Away Day Spa Is Wonderful
It is peaceful, something we need these days. 

The decor is simple but rather exotic. Owner Juli 
Culver must have put too much into its creation 
— she and Will welcomed their baby two months 
ahead of time — all is well — Congratulations!

Overflow Audience Enjoys Classical Piano
Even though he had a touch of the flu, Rich-

ard Ormrod played with great feeling at the Art 

School’s concert.
The large audience was an enthusiastic mix of 

young and older piano students — even “Captain 
Magic” climbed the stairs — returning snowbirds, 
first time island residents who never miss our con-
certs.

Ronnie Lee was selling dance cards for our Feb-
ruary 21 Dance-a-thon. I heard talk of those who 
plan to come in costume. Don’t miss this night of 
fun — several 8 Tuff Miles winners are rumored 
to be competing — 7 to 11 p.m. at the Westin.

Many thanks to the staff and volunteers who 
made Richard Ormrod’s concert a great success! 
It felt like old St. John with the soccer game at the 
ball field and our music at the St. John School of 
the Arts.

Wha’s Happ’nin’ by Sis Frank

Fantastic Music at JESS Gala

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Cheri Boynes-Jackson, Lisa Penn 
and Michael Jackson dance the “electric 
slide” during the JESS gala.

Senator Malone Moves To Get 
Crossing Guard for GBS Students

St. John Tradewinds
The Virgin Islands Audubon Society’s annual plant sale will be on 

Saturday, March 14, from 9 a.m. to noon in the Frank Powell Sr. Park in 
Cruz Bay.  

The sale will once again offer a wide variety of plants from local gar-
dens. Members expect to have palms, bay trees, desert roses, agaves, 
ground covers, orchids and other garden favorites. Audubon Society 
caps and tote bags will also be on sale.  

The money raised permits the society to fund activities such as main-
taining and improving the Small Pond at Frank Bay, a Virgin Islands  
designated wildlife sanctuary, Earth Day activities hosted by the Friends 
of V.I. National Park and support education programs for local children.  

Anyone with plants to donate, should drop them off at the park in 
Cruz Bay on March 14 between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. For more information 
contact Jean Cottrell at 776-6090. 

12th Annual Plant Sale Is March 14

St. John Tradewinds
St. John Kids And The Sea, Inc. is starting another series of adult sail-

ing classes this month. 
There will be two Adults And The Sea classes, one will meet on 

Wednesdays starting on February 18, and the other on Saturdays, starting 
on February 21. Both classes will run for four weeks and cost $200. To 
register for an ANTS class, call Connections in Coral Bay at 779-4994.

Adult Sailing Course Starts Feb. 18
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By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

The days of seeing junked ve-
hicles rusting out around St. John 
are coming to an end.

Members of the specially-
formed abandoned vehicle task 
force were on St. John ticket-
ing jalopies in Estate Enighed on 
Wednesday morning, February 11.

Comprised of representatives 
of the Department of Health, V.I. 
Waste Management Authority, 
Department of Licensing and Con-
sumer Affairs, Department of Pub-
lic Works, Fire Department and 
V.I. Police Department, the task 
force began its St. John operations 
in a specific Estate Enighed area.

Escorted by St. John Adminis-
trator Leona Smith, the task force 
targeted an area where DPW of-
ficials had spotted about 12 aban-
doned vehicles last month while 
conducting bulk waste collection. 

Once ticketed by the task force, 
the owner has 48 hours to remove 
the abandoned vehicle. If the ve-
hicle is not removed within 48 
hours, the car is taken into custody 
by the VIPD and transferred to 
the custody of the Department of 
Property and Procurement.

After the vehicle is taken into 
custody by Property and Procure-
ment, the vehicle owner is notified  
within 10 days and then has 15 
days to reclaim their car and pay 
the associated towing, storage and 

penalty fees. Fines usually add up 
to $1,500 for first time offenders 
and $2,750 for repeat offenders not 
including the towing expenses.

If the owner does not reclaim 
their vehicle, the person is issued 
a citation and a lien is placed on 
the vehicle, making them unable 
to register any vehicles or renew 
their driver’s license. 

The V.I. Code allows the task 
force to sticker and tow any aban-
doned vehicle, even ones on private 
property, explained a representa-
tive of the Department of Health. 
The task force is not required to 
provide public notice before tick-
eting vehicles.

“The public notice is the sticker 
we place on the vehicle,” said the 
DOH enforcement officer. “There 
is no public notice required by law. 
The sticker is a courtesy we extend 

to the public giving them 48 hours 
to remove the cars.”

In addition to the abandoned 
vehicles, the task force also dis-
covered about 30 oil drums and 
raw sewage seeping onto the Es-
tate Enighed property. The prop-
erty manager was issued citations 
for both offenses and will appear 
in District Court in early March, 
according to Smith.

While on St. John last week, the 
task force also looked at a Marsh-
owned property where abandoned 
vehicles are located in Estate Car-
olina, Smith added.

“We looked at the Marsh prop-
erty, but that matter is being con-
sidered by the court now, so we’ll 
wait and see,” Smith said. 

Officials did not comment on 
when the task force would be back 
on St. John or what other areas 
will be targeted.

The effort to remove abandoned 
vehicles from Love City is part of 
Smith’s initiative to clean up the 
island, she explained.

“It’s a good effort to clean up 
our island,” Smith said. “We’ll 
also be picking up bulk waste on 
a regular basis. We want people to 
take pride in St. John.”

Anyone with a junk vehicle 
who wishes to legally dispose of 
it should call the St. John Admin-
istrator’s office at 776-6484 or the 
Department of Public Works at 
776-6346.

Abandoned Vehicle Task Force 
Targets Estate Enighed Area

Several cars in Estate 
Enighed, including this 
vehicle at left, were 
tagged with notices by the 
abandoned vehicle task 
force last week.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott

berOpen 7 Nights a WeekOpen 7  Days
693.7755 or  w w w.latapast john.com

Inter-Island Boat Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 548

St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands 00831
Phone: (340) 776-6597

Fax: (340) 693-7166

“Connecting the BVI and USVI”
Tortola – Everyday

Departs St. John

8:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.

9:15 a.m.
3:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

Proof of Citizenship is required. Acceptable IDs are current 
Passports. Check-in time is a half an hour before departure.

8:30 a.m.
2:20 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

7 days a week
7 days a week

Mon.-Thurs. and Sat.
Sunday Only (no 3:30 on Sun.)

Friday Only (no 3:30 on Fri.) 

9:15 a.m.
12: 15 a.m.
4:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Departs 
West End, Tortola

Departs 
Red Hook, St. Thomas

Departs 
Red Hook, St. Thomas

Departs 
Jost Van Dyke

Departs 
Virgin Gorda

Departs 
St. John 

Departs 
St. John 

Jost Van Dyke – Friday, Saturday & Sunday Only

Virgin Gorda – Thursday & Sunday Only

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

“There is no public 
notice required by 
law. The sticker is a 
courtesy we extend to 
the public giving them 
48 hours to remove 
the cars.”

– DOH Enforcement Officer



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

The ninth annual St. John Arts 
Festival, hosted by Frank Langley, 
will kick off on Saturday morning, 
February 21, at the Frank Powell 
Park in Cruz Bay.

Three days of arts and crafts, lo-
cal food and music by some of the 
most popular bands on island will 
fill Cruz Bay through Monday, 
February 23. Weekend activities 
will also include performances by 
the Love City Leapers and the St. 
John Quadrille Dancers.

Art exhibits at several galleries 
around the island and live music 
at local restaurants will  round out 
the Arts Festival, which wraps up 
on Friday, February 27.

In addition to the music in the 
park by Inner Visions, Love City 
Pan Dragons, SambaCombo and 
Koko and the Sunshine Band, the 
Arts Festival will join the St. John 
School of the Arts in its dance-a-
thon fundraiser on Saturday eve-
ning, February 21, starting at 5:30 
p.m. in the ballroom at the Westin 
Resort and Villas. 

Sunday, February 22, will be a 
spiritual day in Frank Powell Park 
as the choirs from local churches 
will perform. The Arts Festival will 
take over the Westin ballroom on 
Sunday evening for a performnace 
by the Caribbean Ritual Dancers 
starting at 8 p.m.

The week-long celebration of 
the arts is designed to reflect the 
history of St. John and its people, 
according to Langley.

“When I returned to St. John in 
1999 after being away for 30 years, 
I was suprised by the development 
and, while it is no comparison to 
what is happening today, it was 
evident that commercialization 

had hit this sleepy little place,” 
said Langley. “I was wondering 
where all the people were. Not the 
mansions and the restaurants, but 
the people.”

With arts festival organization 
experience under his belt already 
— Langley had hosted an arts fes-
tival in northern New Zealand for 
13 years — and some extra cash 
flow, Langley decided to get the 
artists of St. John back in the lime-
light, even if only for a week.

“I thought that local artists and 
musicans felt marginalized and 
there needed to be a better balance 
between this onslaught of com-
mercialization and the old ways,” 
said Langley. “I had started an arts 
festival way up north in New Zea-
land so when I came here it was 
almost like deja vu. It was almost 
like the natural thing to do.”

The first year of the St. John 
Arts Festival saw a week of jam 
packed events including musicians 
from Puerto Rico and Argentina, 
explained Langley.

“That first week I really thought 
we should make a big splash so 
people would get the idea that this 
was a real arts festival,” he said. 
“We had music in the park every 
day and it ran both in the afternoon 
and evenings.”

Since that first week nine years 
ago, Langley has stuck it out and 
tries to improve the festival each 
year.

“It really is like a garden,” said 
Langley. “What you do is plant 
something. Then you get reaction 
and find out what really takes root 
and nuture that.”

“It’s tough to make it a regu-
lar event,” Langley said. “But it’s 
worth it because no one else will 
do it and it’s all voluntary. No 
one who organizes this makes a 
dime.”

Be sure to stop by Frank Pow-
ell Park the weekend of Febru-
ary 21 to soak up some of the St. 
John Arts Festival fun. For more 
information check out the webiste 
www.stjohnartsfestival.org.
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St. John

A T  T H E  M A R K E T P L A C E

Mon-Fri 7am to 5pm
Saturdays 8am to 12 Noon

We’ve got it all at ...
     

Plumbing Fixtures
Electrical Supplies

Power Tools
Paint Supplies &

Custom Paint Colors
Pool Supplies

Great Selection of
ART Supplies & Paint
Gardening Supplies

PH: 693-8780
FAX: 776-6685 Ninth Annual St. John Arts 

Festival Kicks Off February 21

St. John Tradewinds News Photo File

Just like last year, the arts festival will feature artisans selling locally-made crafts.

Gift Certificates Available

St. John Tradewinds News Photo File

Koko and the Sunshine Band, above at last year’s 
festival, are on the roster this year as well.



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Since 1991, Denise Georges has spent countless hours 
organizing, canvassing and hosting the Folk Life Festival 
at the Annaberg Sugar Plantation Ruins in the V.I. National 
Park for a simple, but powerful reason — to ensure local 
culture is not forgotten.

“I started this all those years ago to promote the Virgin Is-
lands’ culture, history, tradition, customs and beliefs,” said 
Georges, who has been a VINP ranger for 30 years. 

Over the intervening 18 years, the need for a festival cel-
ebrating local culture has only grown, Georges explained.

“Now we’re getting squeezed out with all this mass me-
dia, TV, iPods and internet,” she said. “When you live in a 
small place and you have so many people, the native culture 
gets squeezed out. We do this every year to remind people 
and ourselves who we are from the past to the present and 
where we want to go in the future.”

This year’s Folk Life Festival theme, “Virgin Islands 
Culture — 276 Years Toward Self-Determination,” is a 
reminder that Virgin Islanders are still struggling for their 
rights, Georges added.

“This year’s theme really stemmed from last year’s 
theme which was about Edward Wilmot Blyden who made 
big impacts around the world,” said Georges. “As we’re in 
the process of writing a constitution we’re still working on 
that self-determination. The schools weren’t even teaching 
V.I. history for years.”

“I want to fill that gap,” she said. “It’s important for peo-
ple to know that we have a birth right.”

Residents in the Virgin Islands, an unincorporated terri-
tory of the United States, don’t enjoy full U.S. citizenship 
rights like the right to vote for president, Georges pointed 
out.

“We were never given opportunities,” she said. “We had 
to fight for everything we have and we’re still fighting. We 
really need to be serious and look at ourselves and remind 
ourselves who we are as a people.”

Throughout history, Virgin Islanders have made impor-
tant contributions to the Caribbean and world communities, 
Georges added.

“We are a proud people and we have integrity,” she said. 
“We’re knowledgeable and we contribute to our own com-
munity and the world in music, arts, medicine and science. 
We fight wars for the U.S. and we’re not even citizens.”

“Something is really wrong with that picture,” Georges 
said.

With the historic election this year of President Barack 
Obama, times just might be changing, according to the Folk 

Life Festival organizer.
“Being that the first African-American person was elect-

ed as president of the United States, I think the continental 
United States is finally seeing that we all breathe the same 
air,” said Georges. “It’s time for us to get voting rights and 
get all of the rights enjoyed by actual citizens.”

There are more personal reasons Georges continues to 
throw her energy into the Folk Life Festival, she added.

“I do this because this is who I am,” said Georges. “I do 
this because of my ancestors, because of my grandmother 
and my grandfather. I know who I am and this is my cul-
ture.”

“If I can just inspire one child or one adult to be proud 
of who they are and see their culture reflected in the present 
and the future, that will make me happy,” Georges said. 

While the Virgin Islands shores are open to all who pass 
through, the native residents are still looking for self-deter-
mination, Georges explained.

“This is a free port and anyone can come here and do 
whatever they want, but we were never given that right,” 
said Georges. “We went from being controlled by the Navy 
to the Interior. What is next?”

Don’t miss out on the sounds, scents and activities of the 
18th Annual Folklife Festival, from February 19 through 21 
at the Annaberg Sugar Plantation Ruins in the VINP. The 
festival runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. February 19 and 20, and 
from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. on February 21.

Special performances will be presented by Willard John, 
a Master Mocko jumbie instructor who has written and pro-
duced the piece Mokolution, and Stanley and the Ten Sleep-
less Knights. 

Myron Jackson, Dr. Eddie Donahue, Tregenza Roach 
Esq. and others will lead discussions of indigenous Virgin 
Islanders who made strides in the preservation of culture 
and human rights. Local arts and crafts and food will be 
available for sale. 

For more information call Georges at 776-6201, ext. 
239.
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By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Julius E. Sprauve School alumni and supporters 
packed Caneel Bay Resort for the 12th annual school 
gala fundraiser on Saturday evening, February 7, 
which garnered about $50,000 for the Cruz Bay pub-
lic school.

While tickets to the gala sold out, soft live and si-
lent auctions brought the amount raised to almost half 
of what is normally raked in at the event, explained 
JESS principal Mario Francis.

“Everyone had a wonderful time,” said Francis. 
“Proceeds were about 50 percent lower than the norm 
which we kind of expected due to the economic hard 
times we are all facing. Ticket sales are only a small 
percentage of the night’s fundraising.”

“Raffle ticket sales and the live and silent auctions 
account for the largest percentage of money raised,” 
Francis said.

Despite the low amount raised, the evening was a 
fun-filled event. Music by Dr. Bernard Liburd and his 
Top Notch Band kept the audience tapping its feet. 
JESS PTA President Alice Krall had the inside scoop 
on the band, she explained.

“I’m so glad the band was there, they made the 
night,” said Krall. “The lead singer, Jamal Williams, 
is one of my son’s friends and I’ve heard them play a 
lot. I told them they had to come and play at the gala. 
Everyone just loved them.”

Caneel Bay Resort pulled out all the stops for the 
event. Managing director Nickolay Hotze was a gra-
cious host as guests enjoyed champagne, wine and a 
delicious dinner. 

Celebrity waiters, including Lieutenant Governor 
Gregory Francis, St. John Administrator Leona Smith, 
Francis and Krall, donned aprons for the event, but 
were helped along by Caneel’s professional staff.

While the economy made its impact felt on the 
gala, officials still deemed the soiree a success.

“It was well-organized and although we didn’t 
make quite as much as we had hoped, I think the night 
went very well,” said Krall. “Everyone was a little 
tighter than we had expected, but we all had a good 
time.”

“It was a wonderful evening,” said Francis. “We 
were very pleased that, despite the economic condi-
tion facing the country, folks still came out and had a 

good time and supported us. We’re extremely grateful 
for all the support.”

The funds will go to purchasing new equipment 
for the school’s kitchen, including new appliances, 
stoves, fans, air conditioners and a speaker system.

“We should be ordering the new kitchen equipment 
soon,” said Francis. 

St. John Tradewinds
 Join the St. John Historical So-

ciety on February 21 to explore the 
Reef Bay Estates. David Knight 
will  lead the group down the most 
history-packed trail on St. John. 

After the walk, hike back up to 
Centerline, or make reservations 
to return to Cruz Bay on the boat 
. Space on board, however, is lim-
ited to 37 passengers, so make res-

ervations early. The cost for the re-
turn trip by boat is $13 per person 
and reservations can be secured by 
contacting Margie Labrenz at 693-
8808.

Meet at the Reef Bay trailhead 
at 9 a.m, bring plenty of water, 
snacks and lunch. The hike is rated 
moderately strenuous, due to the 
steep descent, rough trail, and 
overall length.
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Celebrity waitress St. John Administrator 
Leona Smith serves dinner to St John artist 
Lee Eng Khauv.

Historical Society To Explore 
Reef Bay Estates with Knight

JESS Gala Garners Only $50,000, 
But Crowd Enjoys Great Time

crane
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CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
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Serving Dinner 5:30-8:00 PM                  Open Tuesday-Sunday

The most beautiful al fresco dining on St. John… 
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Cafe To Re-Open November 1st
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• Marine Diving Contractors
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• Charter Boats
• Boat Dealers
• Excursion Vessels
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Power Boats & Sail Boats
• Underwater Demolition
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• Directors & Officers Liability
• Terminal Operators, 

Warehouse Legal Marine
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• In-Land Marine & Equiment Floaters
• Cargo Insurance
• Avaition Insurance
• Special Events
• Entertainment Theaters, Shows & 
Performing Arts
• Jewelers Block
• Architects & Engineers Liability
• Fine Arts & Gallery Risks
• Lawyers’ Professional Liability
• And other hard to place risks…

Swimmers & Snorkelers Liability Coverage has just been added!
Call: 340-776-6403 Fax: 340-776-2708 Email: wlewis@vitelcom.net

We are pleased to announce that we have Specialty 
Markets for the following risks:

PGU INSURANCE SERVICES
GENERAL INSURANCE AGENTS

SPECIALTy INSURANCE COVERAGES
ALL BOATERS & MARINE INDUSTRy / HULL & P&I COVERAGES
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Island Banks Are Stable
Scotia Bank Ranked in Top 10, 
First Bank Posts Net Gain

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

As the deepening economic 
crisis looms ahead, reports from 
Love City’s financial institutions 
place both banks on solid ground.

Scotia Bank has emerged as one 
of the top 10 most stable banks in 
the world, according to a report in 
the Canadian publication Finan-
cial Post. 

“The ranking reflects Scotia’s 
efforts to draw on diverse sources 
of liquidity and develop sophisti-
cated risk management systems 
that have held up relatively well 
during one of the worst financial 
crisis in decades,” according to 
the report. “The bank’s perfor-
mance has also been more steady 
to date because it is less exposed 
to corners of the financial system 
hardest hit by the credit crisis like 
the wholesale banking markets in 
New York and London.”

As worried investors eye widely 
ranging bank reports, the ranking 
is a big boost for Scotia Bank.

“The ranking is increasingly 
closely watched because of the 
premium investors are placing on 
steady performance amidst ex-
treme volatility in financial mar-
kets,” according to the report.

Despite frightening develop-
ments in 2008, FirstBanCorp, the 
parent company of First Bank Vir-
gin Islands came away with a net 
income increase of 61 percent over 
2007, according to the company’s 
year end financial statement.

“2008 was historic for the finan-
cial markets; a year in which some 
of the largest of financial institu-
tions in the United States were pur-
chased, merged or recapitalized; a 
year in which the credit markets 
nearly froze; a year in which the 
mortgage market saw the highest 
of delinquency levels, and a year 
in which the federal government 
took never-before-seen measures 
to stave-off the potential collapse 
of the U.S. financial system,” Luis 
Beauchamp, Chairman and CEO 
of FirstBanCorp, said in the com-
pany’s financial statement.

“Notwithstanding the above 
and the combined effect of the 
economic recession in Puerto Rico 
and the United States and dete-
rioration of credit quality, which 
resulted in significant loan loss 
provisions and credit losses in the 
year, the operating results for First 

BanCorp were positive for 2008,” 
according to Beauchamp. “Despite 
the present business climate, we are 
pleased with the prudent increases 
in our loan portfolios which result-
ed from targeting lending oppor-
tunities in selected segments. Ad-
ditionally, the Corporation grew 
core deposits, excluding brokered 
CDs, by approximately 20 percent 
in 2008, increased its customer 
base and made an acquisition in 
the Virgin Islands.”

A rosy outlook from FirstBan-
Corp was helped by the sale of 
$400 million in preferred stock to 
the U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury last month.

“The purchase of our preferred 
stock and warrant by the Treasury 
reflects our financial soundness 
and further strengthens the already 
‘well-capitalized’ position of 
FirstBanCorp,” said Beauchamp. 
“FirstBanCorp is committed to 
meeting the financing needs of 
consumers, commercial establish-
ments and corporations in the mar-
kets it serves.”

“The Corporation will con-
tinue to work side by side with 
its customers to provide them the 
financial support they need to op-
erate during the current economic 
climate,” said the CEO. “We will 
place particular focus and attention 
on our lending activities in Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands, our 
main markets, so that, in conjunc-
tion with private and public sector 
initiatives, our communities can 
thrive and prosper.”

Other highlights from FirstBan-
Corp include a net interest income 
of $124.2 million, $999.4 mil-
lion in loan originations and gain 
on sale of U.S. sponsored agency 
mortgage-backed securities of 
$11.0 million, compared to a gain 
on sale of investments of $4.7 mil-
lion, according to the company’s 
financial statement.

Despite rumors flying around 
the island which have Banco Pop-
ular opening a branch in a build-
ing next to the V.I. Police Depart-
ment’s Leander Jurgen Command, 
St. John will not welcome a new 
bank any time soon.

“We’re trying to find something 
on St. John but we have nothing 
right now,” said a Banco Popular 
spokesperson. “Prices over there 
are just exorbitant, but we’re try-
ing.”

Car Rental Companies, BMV Partnership Urged
St. John Tradewinds

In an effort to improve the tourist experience 
on island, the  St. John Citizens Integration Team 
asked the Bureau of Motor Vehicles and car rent-
al companies to work together to coordinate an 
easier and more timely schedule for rental ve-
hicles to be inspected and registered.

It has been an embarrassing experience when a 
tourist on St. John is pulled over by a V.I. Police 
Department official because the rental car they 
are driving does not have a current inspection 

sticker displayed or because the rental vehicle’s 
registration has expired or is missing.

Strategic Effert
With this new coordinated effort put together 

by the St. John CIT group, this situation should 
correct itself  quickly, according to Helen Simon, 
the head of the island’s CIT program.

“I am very proud of the immediate cooperation 
this issue has received from our local car rental 
companies and our Bureau of Motor Vehicles,” 
said Simon.



10   St. John Tradewinds, February 16-22, 2009

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

On Saturday, February 28, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands Department of 
Tourism (DOT) will welcome visi-
tors from cities near and far for the 
13th Annual St. John Gatorade 8 
Tuff Miles Road Race.

Registered participants will take 
their mark at 7:15 a.m. at Cruz Bay 
and make their way along Center-
line Road, across 8.38 miles of un-
dulating terrain, to Coral Bay. 

The race begins and ends at sea 
level, but runners can expect to 
reach a summit of approximately 
999 feet along the way. The first 
male to cross the finish line will 
receive a $300 credit at The Tap 
Room in Mongoose Junction, 
while the first-place overall female 
will receive a $300 cash prize from 
The St. John Phonebook. 

Additional prizes will be dis-
tributed among winners in mul-
tiple age groups and categories. 
All finishers will have the chance 
to win a $1,000 shopping spree at 
Mongoose Junction, which will 
be drawn at the 4 p.m. award cer-
emony.

“The U.S. Virgin Islands is 
home to many highly-regarded 

sporting events,” said DOT Com-
missioner Beverly Nicholson-Do-
ty. “We are pleased to see that the 
8 Tuff Miles Race has been attract-
ing an increasing number of ath-
letic tourists, both regionally and 
internationally, further building 
the USVI’s reputation as a destina-
tion for sports tourism.” 

The year 2007 saw 640 people 
cross the finish line, while 2008 
saw 726 finishers and 2009 is ex-
pected to be the biggest and the 
best year yet.

For more information about the 
St. John Gatorade 8 Tuff Miles 
race, visit www.8tuffmiles.com or 
call (340) 779-4035.

Runners Gear Up for 13th Annual
St. John Gatorade 8 Tuff Miles

By Andrea Milam
St. John Tradewinds

The 18-month period of plan-
ning for the beautification of the 
Cruz Bay Creek has come to an 
end and St. John residents are still 
in the dark about for what the V.I. 
Port Authority-owned property 
will be used.

It was estimated the planning 
process would be completed by 
the end of January, however, VIPA 
officials could not be reached last 
week for comment. 

The Creek was closed to barge 
traffic when Enighed Pond opened 
in April 2006, and has since been 
used for everything from parking 
to docking to repairing boats. 

St. Thomas-based architecture 
firm DeJongh Associates was cho-
sen in August 2007 by VIPA’s gov-
erning board to help with planning 
at the Creek, five months after the 
project was temporarily put on 
hold due to a lack of funding.

DeJongh Associates’ proposal 
estimated the planning stage alone 
would cost nearly $75,000. While 

VIPA has never specified what the 
beautification process will involve, 
deJongh Associates’ proposal in-
cluded plans for the construction 
of a new boat ramp, fishermen’s 
area and a new dock for two idle 
ferry boats at Enighed Pond, and 
expansion of the existing dock in 
Cruz Bay.

“What’s on the drawing board 
in terms of master planning are 
things like the beautification of 
the area, landscaping and things 
like that,” said VIPA spokesperson 
Marc Stridiron in August 2007. 
“Those are the larger questions 
that will be addressed.”

Throughout the planning pro-
cess, VIPA has stressed the im-
portance of the input of St. John 
residents.

A committee of Love City resi-
dents has been advising deJongh 
Associates and VIPA throughout 
the planning process for the wa-
terfront property, which stretches 
from the Creek to the Customs 
parking lot, according to VIPA of-
ficials.

“One thing I want to stress is 
that public input will be critical at 
all phases,” said Stridiron in Au-
gust 2007. “This is not just going 
to be the Port Authority and archi-
tects determining what to do in the 
area. The process of planning the 
area is going to involve a heavy 
amount of public input.”

Designs of Aqua Bay Inc.
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“…public input 
will be critical at all 
phases. This is not 
just going to be the 
Port Authority and ar-
chitects determining 
what to do in the area. 
The process of plan-
ning the area is going 
to involve a heavy 
amount of public in-
put.”

– Marc Stridiron, 
VIPA Spokesperson

Creek Beautification Planning Deadline Passes Quietly

St. John Tradewinds News Photo File

Runners packed the race course — Centerline Road — 
during last year’s 8 Tuff Miles.



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

The fledgling St. John Recycling Com-
mittee has been meeting for a little more than 
six months, but has already made big strides 
in reducing the island’s waste stream.

With a core group of about 12 people, the 
committee — officially a St. John chapter of 
the Recycling Association of the Virgin Is-
lands (RAVI) — has succeeded in launching 
aluminum can recycling across the island.

“It’s a good first step for us,” said RAVI 
St. John member Dr. Robert De Bonis. “We 
have aluminum recycling bins at several lo-
cations and we’re in the process of expand-
ing to include most of the dumpster sites.”

Group members recently built six new re-
cycling bins thanks to donations by St. John 
Hardware and Paradise Lumber and the use 
of James Phillip’s workshop, according to 
De Bonis.

Each recycling bin is adopted by one 
RAVI St. John member who is responsible 
for its upkeep, De Bonis added.

“Members keep their bin areas clean, 
empty them and bring the cans to the cen-
tral collection center which is a 20-foot con-
tainer next door to Caravan Auto,” he said. 
“Once a week a trucker brings auto  supplies 
to Caravan and he had been going back to 
St. Thomas empty. Now he fills his truck up 
with aluminum cans and brings them to STS 
for recycling.” 

“It’s perfect because he’s not making an 
extra trip and we’re not adding to the carbon 
footprint,” De Bonis said. 

Since placing the first recycling bin in 

Coral Bay in September 2008, RAVI St. 
John has kept thousands of aluminum cans 
out of the landfill, explained member Paul 
Devine.

“Our dedicated group of volunteers has 
been busy collecting aluminum cans across 
the island and the amount that is collected is 
growing every week,” said Devine. “So far, 
over 90,000 cans have been collected since a 
pilot project began in September 2008 with 
one bin in Coral Bay. Now, the group has 
placed 18 bins around St. John with more 
to come.”

RAVI St. John had early success due 
in part to strategic partnerships with both 

government and non-government agencies, 
Devine added.

“The group has formed a close alliance 
with the V.I. Waste Management Authority 
and the non-profit Resource, Conservation 
and Development Council,” said Devine. 
“These partnerships have allowed the group 
to grow and agreements are now being final-
ized to allow even more bin locations and a 
permanent collection site so that individuals 
and businesses will have a central location 
to drop off aluminum cans.”

RAVI St. John is off to a good start, but 
the group still needs financial support from 
the community, added De Bonis.

“We need more bins and donations to pay 
for the plastic liners,” he said. “We get 25 
cents a pound for the cans, but that all goes 
to the truck driver which almost covers his 
barge fare. We aren’t making any profit and 
we still have expenses.”

While still counting its pennies, one thing 
the group does have is plenty of emotional 
support from the community, De Bonis ex-
plained.

“Every time I empty out the bin in Coral 
Bay people driving by call out to me and 
thank me for what I’m doing,” said De Bo-
nis. “Generally, people are really supportive 
and have been joining our recycling effort.”

Although RAVI St. John hopes to launch 
glass, cardboard and plastic recycling in the 
future, for now only clean, crushed cans are 
accepted at the recycling bins, according to 
De Bonis. 

“Please take the cans out of any shop-
ping bags and if they were rinsed out and 
crushed that would nice,” he said. “We’ve 
installed magnets in bins for people to use. 
If a can sticks to the magnet, don’t put it in 
the bin.”

“Some cat cans are made of aluminum, 
but not most dog food cans,” De Bonis said. 
“People can check their cans with the mag-
nets now.”

The group meets monthly at the St. John 
Community Foundation office on the third 
floor of The Marketplace. The next RAVI 
St. John meeting is Tuesday, February 17, 
at 7 p.m.

For more information call Paul Devine at 
693-9410 or email allawe@sjcf.org.
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St. John Recycling Committee Off and Running

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of RAVI-St. John

RAVI-St. John members show off the new aluminum can recycling con-
tainers they recently constructed.



By Katie Tarta
St. John Tradewinds

In this year of changing times St. John locals have been 
expecting more clearance closings than grand openings, but 
La Plancha del Mar, the new restaurant in The Marketplace, 
challenges trends with its ambitious debut and no-frills ap-
proach to great food at good prices.  

Aware of the need to gain local’s approval and support, 
the La Plancha owners devised a menu chic enough to at-
tract epicureans, yet prepared simply enough to keep prices 
reasonable. 

Owners Jason Howard, Mike Prout and Johnathon Fritts 
met on St. Thomas at Havana Blue and it didn’t take long 
for the trio to realize their individual talents would combine 
to create the right formula for restaurant ownership. 

Fritts, a marine biology student at UVI, was working as 
a bartender while Prout, as the chef at Havana Blue, was re-
sponsibile for the entire kitchen. Howard’s natural glimmer 
at the front of the house made it obvious they had all three 
corners of the restaurant business covered. Together they 
form a powerhouse of natural talent and clear ambition. 

Aware of the economy, the team focused on finding the 
best deals available, biding their time and looking for the 
“sweet spot.” After opening two restaurants in Vieques, the 
trio think they’ve found it at the China Shack’s former loca-
tion on the second floor of The Marketplace. 

Visiting the newly renovated space it is hard to remem-
ber what the old Chinese restaurant actually looked like. A 
shiny new bar resplendent in glowing sea urchins charms 
customers to order one of La Planch’s  delicious signature 
cocktails like guava passionfruit sangria.

Walking into the restaurant’s low lighting and darkly 
painted room reminds one of an aquarium as underwater 
prints glimmer and images of marine life glow. If not for the 
competing halogen lights of the kitchen, one would believe 
themselves transported to a hip New York City lounge. 

Howard, already competing for the title of friendliest 
server, greets diners with enthusiastic but genuine welcomes 
full of smiles. He is swift to offer direction on the menu but 
is in no way overbearing of his knowledge or opinions. 

The room, though small and focused on the kitchen’s 
workings, is comfortable in a “welcome home” kind of way 
— if that home has a neo-modern chic décor. 

Behind the bar, the congenial Fritts exudes confidence 

which encourages diners to turn over their cocktail choice to 
his knowing hands. Be sure to try  a starfruit mojito — made 
with fruit plucked from the tree right outside Howard’s win-
dow.

While the cocktails are enticing, the true draw is the food. 
Open for lunch and dinner, menus include both small and 
large plates instead of appetizers and entree portions. 

The name means “Iron of the Sea” and refers to the large 
iron slate upon which Prout sears fresh fish and juicy steaks. 
With “el Mar” in its name, there is a focus on seafood. 

A sure pleaser on the small plate menu is the crab cakes. 
Often found on Caribban menus, this version of the dish, 
however, is not traditional in its presentation and the spin is 
quite welcome. 

Three round Lump Crab Croquettes, for $14, are served 

atop a bed of greens and drizzled in a delightful red pepper 
coulis with just enough zest to shock the taste buds awake. 

The hummus platter for $10 is divinely fresh with an 
earthiness emanating from the high-quality ingredients. The 
olive oil is splendid and the olives themselves are a high-
light of the plate. 

Other appetizers include garlic tiger prawns, seared diver 
scallops and sourdough bruschetta. Wraps and paninis fill 
out the lunch menu including an almod-crusted chicken op-
tion, a three chese choice and a grilled steak and caremilzed 
onion version.

One of the best options for the seafood seeker is the  Pa-
ella a’ la Plancha. Brimming with chicken, prawns, scallops 
and chorizo, this dish should not be missed. At $32 a por-
tion, one is sure to be pleasantly satisfied in quantity and 
utterly fulfilled by taste.

Other dinner entrees, from $22 to $35, range from a 
16-ounce black angus ribeye with red wine demi-glace and 
two potato bacon hash, to yellow fin tuna steak frites with 
roasted red pepper coulis.

After all that, however, be sure to save room for what 
will definitely become an island favorite, the brownie waf-
fle with ice cream and caramel sauce. The decadent dessert,  
$8, is large enough to share but small enough to indulge 
in without too much guilt. The innovative approach to us-
ing brownie batter in a waffle iron seems absurdly simple 
in an ingenious kind of way. Truly, the meal is incomplete 
without it.

La Plancha del Maris open Monday-Saturday for lunch 
from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and dinner from 5:30-9:30 p.m.
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La Plancha del Mar Serves Classic Dishes With a Twist

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by MaLinda Nelson

Jason Howard serves up a delectable dessert, 
above. A La Plancha pizza, top right.
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St. John Tradewinds
Governments and private enti-

ties should take note that as the 
title indicates they might have a 
choice in how they regulate their 
respective interests. 

A practical look at the actions of 
our local police round up of seat 
belt violators, insurance and car 
registration renewal violations, 
and other victimless traffic crimes 
has more to do with punishment 
than compliance. 

First let me say that I believe 
rules and regulations are necessary 
to maintain order and uniformity 
in any agency, organization and 
community. Where I find fault is 
when the punishment is dispropor-
tional to the violation. 

All of us have at one time or 
another been stopped and ticketed 
for one of these violations, and for 
those who haven’t, were witness to 
a police seat belt action on a local 
or tourist. The dedication and pur-
suit of some of the police to this 
enforcement abuse is legendary. 

Victimless Crimes
Driving without a seat belt is a 

victimless crime. If people wear 
one it is in their own best interest 
to do so, if they don’t they risk se-
rious injury or death. 

I have witnessed many an inci-
dent where a tourist who has just 

arrived, picked up his or her rental 
car and is headed to his or her des-
tination. Within minutes of leaving 
the dock they are stopped and tick-
eted for seat belt violations. 

This is where the police officer 
has an opportunity to choose com-
pliance over punishment. He could 
simply say that “it is the local law 
to wear one at all times while driv-
ing” and send them on their way 
fully compliant and happy. 

Or, he could punish them and 
issue a $25 ticket which will come 
out of their credit card, which they 
have on record at the car rental 
agency. They will then go away 
compliant but angry, very angry. 
For a destination which spends 
millions of dollars to attract and 
cater to these very same people, 
this makes no sense whatsoever. 

For the local, a ticket for non-
renewal of registration can be very 
expensive. Again, this is a victim-
less crime, no harm is done to any-
body if the driver has forgotten to 
register on time, and it’s merely a 
revenue issue. 

The procedure employed by 
some of the police officers is to 
impound the car and have it towed 
to a destination of one’s choice for 
a hefty fee usually of $75 or more. 
What has this accomplished for 
compliance and does the punish-

ment equal the violation? 
It sounds more like a racket 

then a responsible police action. 
To further the insult to common 
sense, the violator must then pay 
the police a fee to bring the car 
in for its inspection, as if driving 
from a tow zone will imperil the 
public in some way. 

This distance can be as little as 
a hundred feet from the inspection 
lane. This little bit of compliance 
can cost the driver well over $150 
in towing and tickets, and the po-
lice wonder why they are held in 
such low esteem in the commu-
nity. 

If the true goal of our traffic 
laws is to insure compliance, then 
this has got to change. Each warn-
ing given by an officer to a driv-
ing public violator is the best form 
of publicity the police department 
could ever ask for, and the cheap-
est.

A public which feels supported 
by the police will respond in kind, 
cooperation will come easier for 
help in solving the crimes with 
actual victims. A majority of citi-
zens are law abiding and resent 
being criminalized by the police 
for what they consider just lapses 
in memory. 

Although many white driv-
ers are convinced they are being 
singled out by the predominately 
black police force, this is not the 
case; ask any local St Johnian and 
you will hear the same stories. 

The leadership should take heed 
and listen. 

To those in the police force who 
understand the difference between 
compliance and punishment; to 
those in the community who have 
stepped forward to offer assistance 
to the police in understanding why 
they are perceived as biased; to 
root out those cowards who hide 
behind a badge to abuse power; 
and lastly understand what it is 
like to be pulled over with sirens 
blaring and lights flashing while 
you are made to wait in your car 
under threat from a blaring speaker 
warning arrest if you move outside 
the vehicle — you will then know 
what it is like to be criminalized 
for not wearing a seat belt. 

Personal Training

Villa Memberships Available
340-776-0600

SEE YOU THERE!

Just My Opinon 
by Andrew Rutnik

Compliance vs. Punishment

STX Agrifest 2009

St. Croix Agrifest 
2009 was home to 
hundreds vendors selling 
everything from organic 
local produce and hand-
crafted dolls to drinks 
and delicious fare for all, 
inlcuding Governor John 
deJongh, who was spied 
ordering a snack and cold 
drink during the 3-day 
event.

Tradewinds News Photos by Tom Oat 
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Roads
Potholes, Road Stripes, Speed Bumps - Public Works 776-6346

LitteR
Illegal dumpsites, furniture, appliances, tires, general overlfowing trash 

cans in public areas - V.I. Waste Management - 776-6346

Business LitteR - Waste Management 776-4844 ext. 258

Loud noise
disturbance of the peace/illegal activity - 911, 693-8880 

or Crime Stoppers 800-222-8477

animaLs:
stRays, Lost, aBused/injuRed, aBandoned 

- Animal Care Center 774-1625
dead oR emaciated hoRses/Livestock - Dept. of Agriculture 776-

6274
LaRge animaLs - VIWMA 776-6346

smaLL dead animaLs - Dept of Health 776-6400
tuRtLes - DPNR Fish and Wildlife 693-8735

WateRWays
Search and rescue at sea, water pollution, illegal fishing, 
illegal dumping at sea, boating and fishing regulations 

- DPNR 774-3320, nights and weekends 643-5604

stReet Light outages
Highway, roads, neighborhoods - WAPA 776-6446

BRoken seWeR Lines - Hotline - 776-1962

WateR main BReaks - WAPA - 776-6446

eLectRic and afteR houRs - 774-1424

aBandoned vehicLes - Office of the Administrator - 776-6484

enviRonmentaL heaLth
Business and resideences - Health Inspector 774-9000

dRugs on the stReet
HIDTA - 774-1813 or Crime Stoppers - 800-222-8477

iLLegaL guns
Project Safe Neighborhood - 776-4867 or 911 

or Crime Stoppers - 800-222-8477

St. John Tradewinds
St. John artist Janet Cook-Rut-

nik and filmmaker William Stelzer 
are collaborating on a project for 
the Facing Locality exhibition, 
which is being curated by Luis 
Camnitzer and will open at the 
Caribbean Museum Center for the 
Arts in Frederiksted, St. Croix on 
March 6.

Cook-Rutnik and Stelzer are 
presenting “The Rock/Transfer” 
which details the weight of history, 
both collective and personal. The 
project also focuses on how people 
“carry” their history and transport 
it from place to place within the 
Virgin Islands.

A large rock will be transported 
(“transferred”) from Annaberg — 
the historic sugar factory where 
rum was made during the Dan-
ish colonization — to Cruz Bay 
by donkey and car and on to St. 
Thomas by boat. The passage con-
tinues to St. Croix by seaplane and 
finally to the Caribbean Museum 
Center for the Arts by bus. 

This symbolic journey also il-
lustrates the unique way in which 
Virgin Islanders live, as inter-is-
land travel is a part of many resi-
dents’ daily lives. 

The intent is to engage people’s 
thoughts on the “weight of his-
tory” — colonial history and per-
sonal history — with a reference 
to the “transfer” of the islands in 
1917 from Denmark to the US.

The artist ponders how history 
weighs on one’s memory or if it is 
a forgotten fact. She looks at what 
impacts history has on family is-
sues, unresolved legal, social and 

personal issues and economic is-
sues.

Is inter-island travel perceived 
as something to be taken for grant-
ed, appreciated as unique, or just 
a bother?

On Wednesday, February 11,  
filming began at Annaberg Sugar 
Plantation ruins with the help of 
Coral Bay Corral owner Dana 
Bartlett whose donkey, Timmy, 
carried the rock from Annaberg to 
Francis Bay.

Timmy traversed Mary’s Point 
on the old Danish road. From there 
the rock will travel to St. Thomas 
and St. Croix.  

It will be on display at the Ca-
ribbean Museum Center for the 
Arts with the video and photo-
graphic essay of the journey. After 

the show the rock will return to 
Annaberg. 

Support for this project has come 
from the Virgin Islands Council 
on the Arts and the National Park 
Service. Additional sponsors and 
support are welcome. To donate to 
the project or for more information 
contact Cook-Rutnik at 340-693-
8069 or cookrutnik@gmail.com or 
Stelzer at 340-693-8874 for more 
information. 

Downing Biddle and Andy Rut-
nik were the artists’ “safety” driv-
ers — driving in front and behind 
the donkey as required by the V.I.  
National Park Service.

The photographic essay of the 
journey will be on display at the 
Caribbean Museum Center until 
April 4.

Rock/Transfer Weighs Importance of History 

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of Janet Cook-Rutnik

St. John artist Janet Cook-Rutnik and filmaker William 
Stelzer filmed the first part of their art piece Rock/Transfer 
last week on Love City.
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Individual
Banking

Commercial
Banking

Corporate
Banking

Financial
Advisory

Together we are one

Offer expires 3/31/09. Subject to credit approval. (1) Loan amounts starting at $2,500. (2) Subject to submission of all required documentation. Offer may not be combined 
with any other offer.  Contact your nearest FirstBank branch for current unsecured personal loan rates and terms. (3) An application fee is usually imposed with in-branch 
applications and a processing fee is usually imposed with Loan By Phone applications. Firstbank Virgin Islands is a division of FirstBank Puerto Rico.

340 776 LOAN www.firstbankvi.com

1.  By phone: Call 776-LOAN 8AM - 5PM Mon-Fri.
2.  In person: at your nearest FirstBank VI branch.

Apply three easy ways:

3.  Download the application at www.firstbankvi.com

Simply:
Start the New Year off right with an unsecured
personal loan from FirstBank. You can use the

money to pay off credit card debt, eliminate
accumulated medical bills or expensive

auto repairs, or whatever your needs.

Why keep paying numerous bills
when you can make one low easy payment!

Borrow up to $15,000 1

Once approved, receive 1% off the 
qualified interest rate
Get a credit decision within hours 2

3
Enjoy no application or processing fees 
during the promotional period

Consolidate Bills
and get 1% off an Unsecured

Personal Loan from FirstBank.

C O R E 
CONSTRUCTION

•••••••••
We will take your 

project from concept 
to occupancy-including 

financial direction.

•••••••••
On time, on budget, with 
proven quality. 25 years 
of St. John experience - 

backed with island 
- stateside references 
and viewable results

•••••••••
Please contact us to 
discuss your project.

340 • 693 • 9195
coreconstvi@gmail.com

St. John Tradewinds
In a continuing effort to keep the territory’s consumers 

informed about best buy practices in the territory, Licensing 
and Consumer Affairs made public last week the results of 
its latest Food Basket Survey for January 2009. 

This survey gives residents a snapshot of Virgin Islands 
grocery store prices by comparing prices in range of staple 
food items found in a typical family food basket. The survey 

was conducted during the last week of January and reflects 
what consumers are likely to pay for non-sale items. 

“We want to arm the public with the kind of information 
that will help families stretch their hard earned dollars and 
get the best bargains they can,” said DLCA Commissioner 
Kenrick Robertson.  

The survey was conducted by selecting a number of iden-
tical items, by category — produce, dairy, baby products, 

meats, fish, poultry, and common beverages — and compar-
ing their retail price in each major supermarket. 

St. John 
Twenty-six identical items were selected for the survey 

in two major supermarkets on St. John. Dolphin Market 
food basket was the lower of the two coming in at $75.58 
while Starfish Market’s food basket was priced $81.32 for 
the identical items.

Dolphin Market Prices Lower Than Starfish in DLCA Food Basket Survey

St. John Tradewinds
On February 12, Seaborne 

Airlines’ air shuttle began flying 
six daily round trips from the St. 
Thomas and St. Croix airports.

On February 17, the airshuttle 
will also add supplemental flights 
from St. Thomas and St. Croix to 
and from San Juan Isla Grande air-
port.

As an added bonus Seaborne 
customers holding tickets in the 
Seaborne Corporate program for 
St. Thomas or St. Croix flights will 
now be able to utilize them to fly to 
San Juan at zero additional cost. 

For reservations and informa-
tion visit www.seaborneairlines.
com or call toll free 866-FLY-US-
VI or locally 340-773-6442. 

Seaborne Airlines 
Expands Service

St. John Tradewinds
Seventh-day Adventists at the 

Cruz Bay congregation will be 
hosting a weekend “Festival of the 
Bible” starting on February 27, at 
6:30 p.m. The event is a part of a 
worldwide initiative of the Gen-
eral Conference to revitalize Bible 
study among its 15 million mem-
bership around the world. 

“Festival of Bible”
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Century Hill estates
VaCation rentals

Craig & Laurie Crandall
Property Managers

web site: www.centuryhillestates.com
email: crandall.laurie@yahoo.com

tel: 340-779-1804 / 340-227-6688 (or 6699)CHe

 
CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Robert J. De Bonis

The Island Life Chiropractic Center
Coccoloba Shoppes - CORAL BAY

Cruz Bay Family Practice Office
The Boulon Center - CRUZ BAY

Call for Care: 340-775-9950
Cell: 340-626-0000

Emergency Office, Home & Hotel Visits

Sports Massage

Soft-tissue Injuries

Energy Work

Lina Guild
Licensed Massage Therapist

Nationally Certified
House Calls or Office Visits

776-6223

www.tradewinds.vi
info@tradewinds.vi

340-776-6496

Letters to St. John Tradewinds

Team Dog and 8 Ruff Miles
Editor,

It’s that time of year again. Are you ready for “8 
Ruff Miles?” This is “Team Jolly Dog’s” 10th year 
participating. We are Team Dog and we are proud!   

We are one of the only, the original, uninterrupted 
participating teams in the 8 Tuff Miles Road Race’s 
13 year history! 

We have had our share of top contenders over the 
years but mostly we are members of the community 
young and old, out to have fun by participating in this 
fantastic community event. We have members who 
come from as far away as New York and New Hamp-
shire to participate in this race. Welcome back Nick, 
“arrghh!”

Team members are invited and encouraged to join 
our 10th Annual Carbo Loading Pot Luck at Jolly Dog 
Shipwreck on Friday, February 27, from 5 to 8 p.m.  

We will distribute our limited edition “Team Dog” 
t-shirts at this time. Please sign up ASAP on the sign 
up sheets located at The Jolly Dog stores in Coral Bay 
and indicate your size. 

There is no fee to join Team Dog, however those 
who are participating in the race must sign up and pay 
their race fee at the designated locations. 

For more information on how to join Team Dog 
call 693-5900. The more the jollier!!!

Jen Knowles-Donnelly
Team Dog

Editor,
The Recycling Association of St. John wants  to 

thank St. John Hardware and Paradise Lumber for 
providing supplies; to Jim Phillips for providing 
space, tools and equipment to cut and assemble; to 
Todd Ruskin of St. John Solutions for donation of 
funds and to the volunteers who built and painted the 
bins: Jane Cook, Michael Clob, Liberty Brier, Bob 
DeBonis, Gerald Bechstein (our muffin and juice 
guy!), Barb Douma, Cary Chapin and a special thanks 
to Bob De Bonis (Dr. Bob) for putting it all together.

Soon, more recycling bins will be placed around 
St. John and we hope that everyone will help us in 
keeping our island clean and keep our fragile landfills 
free of recyclable materials.

 RAVI St. John wants more members. You can join 
RAVI too! For information on membership or to vol-
unteer, call Paul Devine at the St. John Community 
Foundation at 693-9410 or email allawe@sjcf.org

Paul Devine
RAVI St. John

RAVI St. John Thanks Supporters

Editor,
The Sprauve School Fundraising Gala committee-

would like to thankthe following raffle prize donors: 
Asha Smith; Amigo’s Dockside Cantina; Appliance 
Plus; Asolare Restaurant; Atantis Submarine; Avelino 
Samuel; Beach Scooters; Biras Creek; Bolongo Bay; 
Boyson Inc.; Cali Nails; Chole and Bernards; Con-
nections; Coral Bay Jewelers; Cost-U-Less; Delbert 
Hill Jeep Rental; Divi Carina Bay; Dockside Book-
shop; East End Flower Shop; E-C Service Station; 
Electronics Unlimited; Fabric Mill; Felibe Ayala; 
Frames of Mind; Frenchman’s Reef; Friends of the 
VINP; Gallows Point; Grapevine Salon and Spa; 
Hairs To You Too; Home Depot; Inter-island Boat 
Service; JJ’s Texas Coast Cafe; Donald Sussman; 
JoAnne Willemsen; Livy Hitchcock; Lime Inn; Love 
City Barber Shop; Love City Limo; Molly Malone’s; 
Naomi’s Beauty Salon; O’Connor Jeep Rental; Off 

the Hook; Office Max; Paradiso Restaurant; Per-
fume World; Pink Papaya; Ritz-Carlton; Room with 
a View; Royal Caribbean Store; Sally’s Couture; 
Shani’s Beauty Salon; Silk Greenery; Silver Iguana 
Store; St. John Bracelet Co.; St. John Dental; St. 
John Hardware; Beauty Lounge Salon and Spa; Inn 
at Tamarind Court; Today’s Flowers; VI Bridal and 
Tuxedo; W&W Fast Food; Westin St. John; Woody’s 
Seafood Saloon; Wyndham Sugar Bay; Lenyse Sho-
mo; Edward Thomas.  

Thank you so very much for the prizes you donated 
to our 12th Annual Sprauve School Fundraising Gala 
despite the economic hard times. Your generosity has 
gone a long way toward “making it better for our chil-
dren.”

We thank you for your support!
Sincerely,

Mario Francis, 2009 Gala Co-chair

JESS Gala Chair Thanks Prize Donors

SEND LETTERS: editor@tradewinds.vi

Editor,
It is the innocent who suffer most from cruelty and 

injustice. In the first animal abuse case to come to trial 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands, it was innocent children 
who watched a dog being tied to a tree and viciously 
beaten with a nail-embedded board.  

It was innocent, frightened kids who saw a nail 
slam into Max’s eye and the next blow smash into 
his skull. It was innocent, kind children who, the day 

after the torture, took the still breathing animal to the 
St. Croix Animal Welfare Center.  

It was an innocent, courageous child who testified 
at the trial as to what he had witnessed. And it was 
innocent, frightened, kind, courageous children who 
learned from the adults — “not guilty.”

                
     Anne Marie Porter

                     St. John, VI

The Innocent Suffer from Injustice

St. John Tradewinds’ Keeping Track data comes from the V.I. Police Department’s Leander Jurgen 
Command Incident Log, an unofficial record of calls to the station, reports and arrests on St. John.
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Parking Lot at Enighed Pond Makes Perfect Sense
Editor,

 This is to give my enthusiastic support of Steve 
Black’s proposal to create a parking area at Enighed 
Pond. My previous business partner in Hawaii is now 
a city planner on the island of Maui. These are our 
joint thoughts.

 1. The parking area can be constructed at mini-
mum taxpayer cost.

2. Time to construct, after approvals, permits, etc., 
is most likely one to two months, depending on land-
scaping, meters, fencing, and other standard munici-
pal requirements.

3. There is plenty of space for over 100 cars.
4. The issue of a Homeland Security fence needing 

to be there is nonsense. A fence is simply not needed 
for any known/unknown/possible security threats to 

St. John, the Virgin Islands, or the United States. Just 
get approvals from the new administration and re-
move the fence. Or move it back a bit.

5. With proper attention to native landscaping, this 
can have the appearance of a greenspace. A perfect 
example is the parking lot in Honolulu in front of the 
Aloha Tower, a city parking lot, but with large shade 
trees, grassy median strips, flowering shrubs, and 
benches. In fact, people from nearby office buildings 
go there to eat lunch on the benches in the shade. 

It is a shame to see this space existing as it is — 
a total eyesore and of no use whatsoever. Creating a 
parking area there, properly done with abundant land-
scaping, not only is a benefit to everyone, but also 
makes the island greener.

 Gerry Hills
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Keeping Track

2008 
FINAL COUNT

Homicide: 0
Solved: 0

Shootings: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

Stabbings: 1
Under Investigation: 1

Solved: 0

Armed Robberies: 2
Under Investigation: 2

Solved: 1

Arsons: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 1
Under Investigation: 1

Solved: 0

2nd Degree Burglaries: 18
Under Investigation: 18

Solved: 0

3rd Degree Burglaries: 67
Under Investigation: 67

Solved: 0

Grand Larcenies: 68
Under Investigation: 68

Solved: 0

Rapes: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0 

2009 
TO-DATE

Homicide: 1
Solved: 0

Shootings: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

Stabbings: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

Armed Robberies: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

Arsons: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

2nd Degree Burglaries: 2
Under Investigation: 2

Solved: 0

3rd Degree Burglaries: 8
Under Investigation: 6

Solved: 2

Grand Larcenies: 9
Under Investigation: 9

Solved: 0

Rapes: 0
Under Investigation: 0

Solved: 0

The Truth Is Out
Editor,

That Ira Wade said that the construction in the cen-
ter of Cruz Bay is for the people to go round about? 
We will just have to wait and see, you just can’t be-
lieve what the government tells you.

The research has bene done now! And the truth is 
out! In the early 70s when the Lumber Yard road was 
made, on that property was a very old stone house in 
which lived an old islander. And it was rumored that 
he had lots of money. 

Time came to pass and the road was cut, the houses 
gone, and the old man gone to the new world. But no 
money was ever found.

Now that the government has wasted the people’s 
money and is short on their budget, some “wise” of-
ficials have decided its time to dig up that area in front 
of Boulon Center and Dolphin Market in hopes of 
finding that buried treasure.

Have a good day,
Norm Gledhill

Editor,
I could not agree more with Steve Black’s sugges-

tion that our leaders get out of their comfortable offic-
es and autos and get out into the streets and sidewalks 
of St. Thomas, such as they are. 

The garbage, criminal activity, drug sales and pros-
titution, excessive noise, loitering, cars parked where 
and as they can, the tie- up of traffic by the insane po-
sitioning of taxis, and more are a disgrace in general. 

The potholes, clanking of man hole covers, ridicu-
lous signing, lack of a parking garage (this is 2009 and 
yes we can), the lack of a commuter system, no park-
ing meter system, poor planning of traffic direction 
and flow, the lack of stop light synchronization; the 
lack of water run-off control, and much more that has 
been set as an example for years in most other parts of 
the world have not even been attempted here. 

Rough, uneven and missing sidewalks with no 
wheelchair access for most intersections, malfunc-
tioning cross walk lights, and the school youth wan-
dering slowly everywhere with no regard to their own 
safety or the traffic problems they cause, are major 
problems. 

It is only a matter of time before some tourist de-
cides to sue our government or our Public Works 
Department for an injury directly resulting from the 
condition of our sidewalks. 

I realize that Mr. Black has taken a broader view 
with his suggestion that government get out and take 
a look at reality, but a good start would be to look 
closely at the embarrassment of our streets and side-
walks alone. 

He is absolutely right in explaining the adverse 
example we are showing to our visitors — we are 

showing that we not only don’t care what they see 
and think about our island, we are shouting to them 
that we don’t even care what we see.

This island offers us the opportunity to polish a 
jewel and yet we treat it like a piece of garbage. The 
once proud historic buildings are let go while cities 
such as St. Petersburg, Fl and Charleston, SC, have 
taken lesser structures, less history, and made them-
selves shine.

 There is nowhere on earth like St. Thomas — no 
place that has these marvelous gangs, the long steps 
to connect the original roads — and we are letting it 
all crumble and rot. 

Mexico is making huge strides in capturing the 
tourists who once came to the Virgin Islands. They 
are doing it by hard work, progressive thinking, 
cleanliness, safety, and friendly, efficient service, and 
cooperation at reasonable rates! 

None of these ideas are ever offered up for a fix to 
St. Thomas’ problems. It is always more money from 
the US, more discussion committees, more time and 
whatever excuses come to mind. 

And when the money does get appropriated for 
such work, the history of graft, theft and illegal con-
tracts have proven that our government isn’t able to 
handle its own responsibilities. 

Our governor has got to be held accountable for 
such things as saying “Prepare for the worst, hope for 
the best,” in the annual state of the territory address, 
then hosting a lavish party at the Governor’s Mansion 
that very night. That is more like Nero fiddling while 
Rome burns! 

He might also consider that many of the town val-

Polishing a Jewel

Continued on Page 18



Birth Announcement

18   St. John Tradewinds, February 16-22, 2009

Editor,
Surprise!
On Monday, February 2, at 4:03 p.m. little Scottie  

Culver was born weighing 4 pounds, 3.4 ounces and 
measuring 17.5 inches. He is eight weeks premature 
but doing fabulously so far.

Juli was advised to go up to the clinic to investigate 
some cramping, thought for sure they were going to 
tell me to go home and relax but instead I was dilated 
to 4 centimeters and baby was coming fast. Labor was 
very, very quick.  

They gave me several shots to slow it down but 
we still had to work very hard not to give birth on 
the boat or ambulance. As soon as we got to the hos-
pital and they said I could push, we were done in 10 
minutes.

Not sure why this happened as the pregnancy was 
going along perfectly, but he wasn’t waiting any lon-
ger on Monday. He will have to stay at the St. Thomas 

hospital for  four to eight weeks (seems like every six 
hours as he improves so fast they shorten the time 
they expect him to be here).  Will is a very proud papa 
and Juli is recovering quickly.  

It was so unexpected we didn’t have a camera. Will 
barely got his hands washed in time to be there for 
the birth! We took a couple photos on the cell phone 
today and hopefully tomorrow we can hold him and 
will have more.  

Not the peaceful home birth we had planned but 
we are of course very pleased with the outcome of a 
healthy baby. We are so grateful for such a supportive 
team at the St. John clinic, the ambulance crew, and 
the St. Thomas delivery/neonatal care. 

They were really amazing and we are overwhelmed 
by the love and support from our friends in the com-
munity that have heard about the birth.

Thanks to all,
Juli, Will and Scott Culver

Culvers Welcome Baby Scott Eight Weeks Early
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ley residents are trying to sleep so they can get up and go to 
work the next day. We don’t appreciate the volume and after hours 
noise violation that he seems to feel he is above abiding by. A better 
thought-out, and more progressive statement from him would have 
been, “prepare for the best, because this government has stopped of-
fering its worst.” 

The days of simply letting this all go by, as “the way it is,” are 
gone! The system has got to change. The thinking of every person 
living on the island has got to alter. 

It is time for everyone to go out in the streets, take a good look 
around, and not only demand change from the government but also 
from themselves. If we simply accept things as they are, then we have 
no right to complain. 

It is only when every citizen cares, every citizen is actively in-
volved in some facet of community service, and isn’t sitting back 
waiting for someone else to “do it,” that we will ever improve and 
can be proud. 

Until then, the governor is correct — prepare for the worst. It is 
very close.

Susan Hunter 
St. Thomas 

Tradewinds Letters

Scott E. Culver 
weighing just over four 
pounds is held by his 
father Will Culver.

Photo Courtesy of the Culver Family 

A Team Effort Quickly Resolves 
Cruz Bay Safety Issue

Editor,
On behalf of the entire community of St. John and its visitors, I 

want to thank Angel Electric, St. John Hardware and Helen Simon 
for recognizing the importance of having adequate lighting in Cruz 
Bay for the safety of the community. Quickly resolving the lack of 
lighting on the main corner of Cruz Bay in front of Connections, they 
worked in a team effort to ensure the well-being of us all.

St. John is so fortunate to have leaders such as we have involved in 
the Crime Stoppers program. Take time to thank them, please.

Sincerely, 
Cid Hamling 
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A Few Good Women: My Thoughts on Our Son Scott E. Culver’s Day of Birth
St. John Tradewinds

As usual I was putting off a 
WiFi installation I had to do on the 
North Shore. Instead I was at my 
favorite watering hole, the Quiet 
Mon Pub, not having a cocktail 
yet, but instead troubleshooting a 
computer related issue for Kelly 
when Juli called to say she was go-
ing into labor around 1 p.m. 

Quickly I ran out the door and 
jumped into my vehicle only pass-
ing one car on the way to the My-
rah Keating clinic. 

Soon after arriving I was greeted 
by Chris Roddy, Veronica O’Brien 
Powell and Lourane Worth who by 
this time had convinced Juli that in 
fact she was going into labor, there 
was no denying it anymore. 

Basically they were doing ev-
erything possible to delay the birth 
with various medications and tips 
on breathing. Think of the Yen 
and Yang symbol. Normally dur-
ing birth the woman has to push, 
for the next three hours she would 
do the exact opposite. At this point 
the “real journey” would begin for 
us. 

Due to a shortage of available 
ambulances we were delayed for 
almost 45 minutes, but once Van-
essa, Linda and Ms. Callwood 
took over we were on a mission. 

Vanessa calmly drove us from 
the clinic into Cruz Bay careful 
not to hit the one too many speed 
bumps too hard as Juli was being 
her usual “good trooper self” and 
upon arriving into town was given 
a small escort by Gully from the 
rescue squad to the Star of Life. 

Somehow it seemed the cars and 
people parted ways for our arrival 
around 3 p.m. From there Juli was 
once again was carefully boarded 
onto the boat for the most trying 
part of our journey. 

At this point she was using ev-
ery bit of energy she had to hold 
back the birth. I gripped her hand 
as she squeezed back with all her 
might while pushing on the inside 
of her right knee. Through the cur-
rent and bumps of Pillsbury Sound 
we moved onward to await our 
next ambulance ride at the NPS 
dock in Redhook. 

Once again the crew of the Star 
of Life did a great job along with 
three ladies on a mission. Remov-
ing Juli from the boat and into the 
next ambulance was somewhat of 
a challenge, but once we were in 
the ambulance the driver, Carmen 
quickly asked “We are going in 
hot? Right ladies?” 

To which they responded “Oh 

Yeah.” So sirens blaring we cruised 
through more speed bumps and 
numerous pot holes near the in-
famous bridge to nowhere on our 
way to the final destination. 

Now I must say this lady Car-
men was “as cool as a cucumber.” 
She even answered her cell phone 
a few times while calmly moving 
through incoming cars and traf-
fic like it was just another day in 
paradise! 

Meanwhile the three ladies in 
the back were working with my 
Juli saying “hold that baby back 
girl...come now we almost there, 
you doin’ great now just keep it 
up Juli. Only a little longer and we 
will be there.”

Sure enough we made it to the 
hospital where the three ladies 
quickly moved that stretcher to 
the maternity ward section all the 
while other EMT’s (mostly men) 
were checking them ladies out in 
action and blowing kisses their 
way. 

After that it was literally a blur. 
I remember one mid wife saying, 
“she’s ready let’s move her in.” 
Another nurse quickly ran over 
and gave me hospital pants, shirt, 
shoes and mask. I thought I had to 
undress myself so while I was in 
my briefs fiddling around in an-
other room the nurse ran in and 
said “Hurry up you going miss the 
birth — put them things over your 
clothes!” 

Quickly I put on my mask — 
upside down of course — and ran 
into the delivery room. Before 
this I saw one man, don’t know if 
he was a doctor but he looked at 
me like “I ain’t going in there”....
which worried me, but of course 
awaiting me in the delivery room 
were three more ladies.

One assisted Juli with the final 
pushing, the other two attended to 
the baby immediately after birth-
ing. Of course the most common 
theme Juli and I had heard over 
and over was the uncomfortable 
positioning a woman is put in 
while birthing in a hospital. 

So when the mid wife said hold 
your arms underneath your legs I 
took it upon myself to jump in and 
put my big ass self right in there to 
“help with the final push.” 

Quickly this lady glared at me 
and said, “you can’t do that. You 
are in the way. You’re gonna have 
to move out of my way.”

So from there Juli kept pushing 
and sure enough the baby’s head 
gradually began to appear and then 
in one final calm push there he 

was. Quickly he was presented to 
Juli who gave him a quick kiss  — 
all I could say was “He’s alive!” 
And then the next two ladies be-
gan cleaning the baby before he 
was whisked off to the ICU unit.

Here I realized that Dr. Randall 

Banks was now running the show. 
She hovered over our newborn 
boy making quick observations 
and evaluations while I patiently 
walked around in the background. 
The journey had ended or should I 
say it has just begun for us. 

Without the constant guidance 
and companionship from all the 
ladies at Myrah Keating, the am-
bulances, the Star of Life, to the 
Roy Schneider hospital it would 
be hard to realize how this journey 
ever could have ever been accom-
plished. 

I must give credit to Dr. De-
James, Gully and to the two men 
on the Star of Life as well, but 
without a few good women I find it 
hard to believe this journey could 
have ended so wonderfully for Juli 
and me. 

One always hears all the criti-
cisms and complaints associated 
with the standard of living in the 
islands, but after our brief birthing 
experience of approximately three 
hours I can most assuredly say that 
every individual who was involved 
in the birth of our son is committed 
to prolonging or preserving life by 
any means necessary.

And for the many I have not 
mentioned, especially to all the 
staff and nurses at Roy Schneider 
Hospital, thanks and more thanks 
for this blessing you have deliv-
ered to Juli and I.

– Will Culver

Photo Courtesy of the Culver Family 

Will and Juli Culver snuggle with their newborn son 
Scott.
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Presidio del Mar Tops St. John Real Estate Offerings 
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Celebrating 37 Years

doors and archways precisely 
aligned. Sitting at the desk in the 
office one looks through seven 
perfectly symmetrical archways 
straight to the white sand beaches 
of Cinnamon Bay to the north. 

The attention to alignment is 

no where more evident than in 
the eight-sided entrance foyer. A 
hand-crafted bronze chandelier 
towers over glittering faceted tiles 
below as symmetrically radiating 
French doors lead to living and 
dining spaces.

An embassy-level security sys-

tem, hurricane-grade custom ma-
hogany framed Zeluck windows 
and doors and a roof-top parapet 
combine to make Presidio del Mar 
an estate like no other on St. John, 
throughout the Caribbean or in 
the world, according to Stair and 
O’Neil.

“Presidio del Mar is one of the 
fabulous estates of the world,” 
said Stair. “For this world-class 
property to be on St. John is quite 
a statement.”

“The architectural details com-
bined with the exquisite detail 
and drama make this an extraor-

dinary home unlike any other in 
the Caribbean or the world,” said 
O’Neil.

For more information about 
Presidio del Mar call Holiday 
Homes at 776-6776 or 774-8088 
or check out the website www.
holidayhomesvi.com

Continued from Page 3

Master Bedroom

Master Bath Outdoor Pool Table Area



Tuesday, February 17
The V.I. Audubon Society’s February program will feature Uni-

versity of the Virgin Islands marine stewardship coordinator Li-
hla Noori’s presentation Reef Fest on Tuesday, February 17, at the 
Gifft Hill School at 7 p.m.

Tuesday, February 17
The St. John Recycling Committee’s next monthly meeting will 

be at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, at the St. John Community 
Foundation office on the third floor of The Marketplace.

Wednsday, February 18 and Saturday, February 21
St. John Kids And The Sea, Inc. is starting another  series of 

adult sailing classes this month. There will be two Adults And The 
Sea classes, one will meet on Wednesdays starting on February 18, 
and the other on Saturdays, starting on February 21.

Thursday, February 19-Saturday, February 21
The 18th Annual Folklife Festival will kick off at 10 a.m. at 

Annaberg on Thursday, February 19, and run through Saturday 
evening, February 21.

Friday, February 20
St. John Administrator Leona Smith will host the next Open 

House at the Battery with V.I. Police Department Commissioner 
James McCall, Attorney General Vincent Frazer and other VIPD 
top brass on Friday afternoon, February 20, from 3 to 6 p.m.

Friday, February 20
The V.I. Department of Education in conjunction with the Virgin 

Islands Daily News announces that the 2009 St. Thomas/St. John 
District Intermediate Spelling Bee will be on Friday, February 20, 
at the Marriott Frenchman’s Reef Beach Resort at 10 a.m.

Saturday, February 21
SJSA is seeking volunteers willing to dance the night away at its 

first ever Dance-a-thon on Saturday, February 21, from 7 to 11 p.m. 
at the Westin Resort and Villas’ grand ballroom.

Saturday, February 21
 Join the St. John Historical Society on Saturday, February 21 at 

9 a.m. to explore the Reef Bay Estates. David Knight will  lead the 
group down the most history-packed trail on St. John. 

Tuesday, February 24
The next St. John Chapter of the St. Thomas/St. John Chamber 

of Commerce is Tuesday, February 24, at Ocean Grill at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, February 26

St. John Administrator Leona Smith will host an Open House 
at the Battery will be with Bureau of Internal Revenue Director 
Gizette Canegata-Thomas on Thursday, February 26, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.  

Friday, February 6
5:15 p.m. - A citizen c/r that 

someone was going into a home 
at Estate Carolina. Police assis-
tance.

No time given - An Estate 
Emmaus resident p/r that some-
one unknown damaged his win-
dow on his pick-up truck. Dam-
age to a vehicle.

Sunday, February 8
11:00 a.m. - An Estate Choco-

late Hole resident p/r that some-
one unknown removed her purse 
from her bag. Grand larceny.

9:00 p.m. - The owner of Is-
land Blues c/r that a customer is 
intoxicated and threatening her 
and her customers at said estab-
lishment.

Monday, February 9
3:38 p.m. - The manager 

of Skinny Legs r/ that a male 
pushed him and threatened him 
at said establishment. Simple as-
sault.

4:10 p.m. - A citizen r/ that 

a co-worker was threatening 
him at work. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

Tuesday, February 10
10:00 a.m. - A St. Thomas res-

ident p/r that he was assaulted by 
his wife while he was at home. 

1:15 p.m. - A citizen p/r that 
he lost his wallet in the area of 
Coral Bay. Lost wallet.

6:30 p.m. - A citizen r/ that he 
was assaulted by male in the area 
of Cruz Bay. Simple assault.

9:00 p.m. - A citizen c/r a bur-
glary. Burglary in the third.

9:30 p.m. - An Estate Bethany 
resident c/r a burglary. Burglary 
in the third.

10:38 p.m. - A citizen p/r he 
lost his wallet. Lost wallet.

Wednesday, February 11
11:45 a.m. - A citizen p/r that 

his minor granddaughter ran 
away from home. Missing mi-
nor.

3:55 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident p/r that he was involved 

in an auto accident on 1/4/09 in 
the area of Gift Hill. Auto acci-
dent.

6:50 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident p/r that she was threat-
ened by a male in the area of 
Cruz Bay. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

10:45 p.m. - A concerned citi-
zen c/r a disturbance in the area 
of the Tradewinds Building. As-
sault and battery.

Thursday, February 12
4:37 a.m.- An Estate Pastory 

resident p/r that someone un-
known broke the glass on his ve-
hicle. Damage to a vehicle.

8:00 a.m. - A citizen c/r that 
someone attempted to burglar-
ize Colombo Cafe. Attempted 
burglary.

Friday, February 13
10:30 a.m. - A citizen c/r that 

her parked vehicle was involved 
in a hit and run in the area of 
Grande Bay. Hit and run, un-
founded.

St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-oriented, 
not-for-profi t events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 776-
6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

AA Meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous meets as scheduled: Sundays, 9:45 a.m. 

at Hawksnest Bay Beach; Closed meeting for alcoholic only at 
Nazareth Lutheran Church at 5:30 on Tuesdays; Open meetings on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 6 p.m. at Nazareth Lutheran 
Church in Cruz Bay; Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays at 6 p.m. 
at Emmaus Moravian Church, Coral Bay. 

Al-Anon Meetings
Al-Anon meets on St. John every Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the picnic 

table at the VINP ball field, and every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at Our 
St. Ursula’s Church.

Alateen Meetings
Alateen will meet on Mondays at St. Ursula’s Church from 6 to 7 

p.m. and is open to anyone interested in attending.
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St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Several crew members from Asplundh trimmed branches from a dead tree haning 
over the bleachers at Guy H. Benjamin School to ensure safety of the area.

Tree Trimming for Student Safety 
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3 Sail Church
10 Sunday, Bellevue Community Center

Baha’i Community of St. John
Race Unity Devotions 

7:30 p.m. Fridays;
Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays

776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany Moravian Church 
Cruz Bay,  St. John

11 a.m., Sunday School 
776-6291

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening 6 p.m., 

Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 
Inter-Denominational 

Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Christian Science Society 
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace 

Wednesday Testimonials 
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints 

 Sun. 9 a.m., STT. 776-2379 
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus Moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713

Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays, 

10 a.m. Sundays

Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 

Worship, Tuesday 7 p.m. 
Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday  9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 

776-6731 

our Lady of Mount Carmel
Sat. 6 p.m., Sun. 7:30 & 9:30 a.m.,

Spanish Mass 5:30 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.
776-6339

St. John Methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

st. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230

st. ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sundays, 7:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Every 3rd Sunday: Servce 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.

777-6306

unitarian universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

Word of Faith Church
Sunday, March 2, at 1 p.m. at the 
Gifft Hill School. Call 774-8617

St. John Church Schedule & Directory

Subscription Form

• TO SUBSCRIBE •
St. John TRADEWINDS Newspaper 

Send Check Payable to Tradewinds Publishing, 
P.O. Box 1500, St. John, VI  00831

      1 yEAR SUBSCRIPTION $70.00 USD
  

Name _______________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________________________

Ferry Schedules

CRUz BAy TO RED HOOk
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

RED HOOk TO CRUz BAy
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 12 a.m.

CRUz BAy TO DOWNTOWN CHARLOTTE AMALIE

Leaves Cruz Bay
7:15 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
1:15 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
3:45 p.m.

Leaves Charlotte Amalie
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

B-4 You 
Know IT
ACROSS
 1 Paragons
 7 Intent stare
 11 Bolt securer
 14 European reindeer herd-

ers
 19 Fawcett of films
 20 Verbal
 21 Ear: Pref.
 22 Cancel, as a mission
 23 Silly, flighty person
 26 Sorrow
 27 Japanese money
 28 “Peek- —, I see you!”
 29 Word stamped on some 

mail from Mexico
 31 Choral voice
 32 Assembled
 33 Audibly flowing stream
 37 Tender pork dish with 

barbecue sauce
 42 Red stuff in a first-aid kit
 43 Sum of money owed
 44 “Which is longer, —?” 

(optical illusion ques-
tion)

 45 Salutes
 48 — -do-well
 49 Canandian prov.
 51 Tub additive
 56 Genetic ID
 57 Scuba site
 59 City in Utah
 60 Spanish for “water”
 61 Boy on “The Flintstones”
 66 Kickoffs
 68 Pros and —
 69 Actor Cage, informally
 70 Jai follower

 71 Hector or Paris, e.g.
 74 “Dr. Quinn, Medicine 

Woman” Emmy nomi-
nee

 81 Prefix in flight
 82 Ballet skirt
 83 Large book
 84 — -and-pop
 85 Whitney Houston’s ex-

husband
 88 Fizzy drink
 90 Coffee, in slang
 91 “You — match for ...”
 92 Scent
 94 More thin
 96 New York lake
 100 Bill Clinton’s Interior 

Secretary
 102 Cry of Fred Flintstone
 106 Italian writer Umberto
 107 Germany’s Graf —
 108 Mist
 109 Comedian Laurel
 110 “— wrong?”
 113 Longtime Yankees 

skipper Joe
 115 Longtime beer brand
 120 “Dallas” matriarch
 121 Tell a fib
 122 Avenue
 123 Steeped thing on a 

string
 124 Money of Saudi Arabia
 125 Photog. blowup
 126 WWII group
 127 Lordly home

DOWN
 1 Not for sure
 2 Broad valley
 3 “— Brockovich”
 4 NYSE trader
 5 1959 Ritchie Valens hit
 6 Female bruins

 7 — bat for
 8 D-backs, on score-

boards
 9 Zig and —
 10 Yale alum
 11 Coveted annual prize
 12 Wombs
 13 On a scale of one —
 14 Schoolboy
 15 On the plane, e.g.
 16 Hoi —
 17 Positive particle
 18 Putt, e.g.
 24 Military org. on campus
 25 Streisand, informally
 30 Disney’s “Darby — and 

the Little People”
 33 Stock pro
 34 Atmosphere
 35 Fraud-tracking org.
 36 Big name in home audio 

systems
 37 Cozy inn, briefly
 38 Stadium
 39 Classical guitarist Julian
 40 “— out!”
 41 Top-40 D.J. Casey
 45 Fling
 46 Busy as —
 47 Former laptop name
 50 Weapons
 51 Small lynx
 52 Elementary
 53 Lifetime
 54 Boy king
 55 Owns
 58 Friendly race
 62 Dull, low-paying work, in 

slang
 63 Constrictor
 64 Raggedy —
 65 Wee eater’s neckwear
 66 Suffix with Motor
 67 Get in cuffs

 70 Adam’s second son
 71 Indent setter
 72 Very old Olds
 73 Space ball
 74 “— giorno!” (Italian’s 

“Good day!”)
 75 Part of Lawrence Welk’s 

count
 76 Very ornate
 77 Love, in Italy
 78 Muscat man
 79 Really want
 80 Target competitor
 82 Luigi’s three
 86 “Et cetera,” when tripled
 87 Thin nails
 89 Not prix fixe
 90 Ring punch
 92 No. like “first” or “sec-

ond”
 93 Dynamic —
 95 Trees yielding black 

wood
 96 Pearl holder
 97 Port in Italia
 98 1930s-’40s big band 

singer Bob
 99 Spain and Portugal’s 

peninsula
 100 Estuaries
 101 — noire (bane)
 103 Pie fruit
 104 Gray matter
 105 Biblical tower site
 109 Froth
 110 “Mamma Mia” singers
 111 Ditch around a castle
 112 Playwright William
 114 Wiggly fish
 116 Musical syllable
 117 Carton
 118 China’s Chou En- —
 119 Belfry critter

PREMIER Crossword
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For Rent

Classifieds

Commerical • Retail • Office • Storage

The Lumberyard

Down Town Cruz Bay 
Where St. John Does Business

Commercial Space Available

For Space Call Nick 771-3737

SToRAGE: 
sECurED lOCKErs

Sizes to 10’ x 12’, 
Autos, Boats, Trailers. 

Call For Rates: 779-4445 
www.properyachts.com

Office spaces Available
From 181 to 980 s/f 

Retail Spaces Available
From 200 to 808 s/f

The Marketplace is a full 
service retail/office com-
plex with full generator 

back-up power, handicap 
access, plenty of parking, 
short walk to town and 

great tenants.
Call Barbara at 776-6455 

for an appointment

Brand New Office
& Retail Space 

AvAilAble
Excellent Location right 

next to Westin! Ideal spaces 
remaining for office & retail, 

ample parking, generator. 
Immediate Occupancy

1st Month Free rent 
For build-out
Call 732-489-3264 

GreenleafHolding@aol.com

Employment/Help Wanted

Cruz Bay Watersports 776-6857

Watersports Jobs!
Full time, part time, lots of benefits, free scuba, snor-
keling, sailing trips to the BVI, etc. Growing water-

sports company has immediate openings:

        • beach Attendants at Westin resort
        • retail store staff
        • PADi instructors

Construction

(2) 2 bedroom, 2 baths. 
All appliances, A/C, W/D, 
furnished or un-furnished. 

First, last and security. 
Call 775-7561.

I build highly qualified 
Big Wood homes, decks, 
additions, remodeling – 

Have model to view. 
Want one? 

John Littlechild 
(340) 693-5772

Award-winning restaurant 
business on St. John 
available. Turnkey 

operation, fully equipped, 
water views, good lease. 

$185,000. Principals only. 
340-998-2952 

www.stoneterrace.com

Cruz Bay Offices: Reasonable Rates, 
Bright, secure building, Ample parking, 

First Month Free 693-7040

( ACC) ANIMAL CARE CENTER has 1 immediate opening 
for employment: Kennel Technician for Dogs - PART-TIME 
5 DAYS A WEEK. This is a “hands-on” positions with ACC 

Animals. Applicants must be dependable, responsible, love ani-
mals and not afraid to handle animals. Please Call 774-1625 or 
come on over and speak to Connie Joseph about the position.

Large 1 bedroom 
furnished apt. overlooking 

quiet Coral Bay, A/C, 
W/D, TV, no pets, no 
smoking. Call Big Al 

779-4120 or 690-0605.

Long-term, furnished 2 
bedroom, 2 bath 1,600 sf. 
apartment. Pool, parking, 
laundry. Very nice Gift 
Hill location. $2,400. 

Call 693-9155.

For Sale by owner: Best Deal on St. John $450,000 
Fish Bay 2-story residence, approx. 3200 sq. ft. 
indoor/outdoor living area, one large residence 

or 2 income producing apartments, stone, masonry 
and wood house, private location, water view. 

Email: bluecaribgems@cox. net, 
phone: 540-776-0039 daytime, 540-890-5397 evening

2 bd/2 bath furnished 
Pastory condo, pool, 

great view, $1850/mo.
616-437-0547

scenic Properties
340-693-7777

Cruz Bay Apartments
Efficiency/Gift Hill w/d 
$650.00; One bedroom/
Bethany $1050.00; One 

bedroom/Bethany $1050.00; 
One bedroom condo w 

$1250.00; One bedroom 
w/d pool no pets $1800.00; 
Three bedroom + loft/three 

bath/wd $2500.00 
Coral Bay 

One bedroom house/w/d  
$1100.00

NExT DEADLINE: Thursday, February 19th

Apt for rent weekly in Coral 
Bay. Steps to the ocean, 
secluded quiet, beautiful 

view. $800 weekly, $2000 
monthly, No Dogs

Please call 340-693-5586

Short Term  
Johns Folly beautiful 
1 BR masonry home. 

Ocean views, complete 
privacy, well equipped, 

W/D. $1200/week. 
www.AffordableStJohn.

com (518) 251-9989

Looking to relocate or just 
spend your holiday season in 
the Virgin Islands? This is the 

place. Love City Cruz Bay, 
St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Completely furnished long 
or short term. Sleeps up to 4 
people. Adults only. No pets, 

no smoker. Conveniently 
located to shops, restaurants, 

beach. Great sunset view. 
For more details call 340-
514-6248 or 340-693-7557

Short-term/Long-term Rentals

Real Estate

Super panoramic BVI to St. Croix view from this ¾ acre 
lot. Prominent ridge building sight offers unmatchable 
views.  High, cool, peaceful, unspoiled, ocean sunrise, 

moonrise, afternoon shade, large trees. $475,000 pre-listing 
price firm with owner financing possible. 
roskin@surfcoralbay.com 340-643-6772

Paradise Now
The Retreat, St. John, USVI

This stunning pavilion-style villa 
combines breathtaking architec-
ture with a pristine natural setting 
beside the national park. Features 
include .88 acre waterfront lot 
with private beach, landscaped 
grounds, lap pool, hot-tub, and 
sweeping ocean views from every 
room. Assessed at $2.3M asking 
under $1.6M. For details, visit:
http://www.the-retreat.us/sale/

Development Director/Officer

the Friends of Virgin islands national Park, a non-prof-
it organization dedicated to the preservation and protection 
of the natural and cultural resources of VI National Park, 
seeks a talented fundraising professional as Development 
Director.  The Director is responsible for all aspects of 
fundraising, membership development and coordination of 
special events.  The Director also supports public relations 
and communications efforts.

Successful candidates will have: fundraising experience 
including major gift solicitation and direct mail campaigns, 
demonstrated success in proposal preparation and grant-
seeking, superior written and oral communication skills, 
strong computer skills, and the ability to take initiative 
and work independently.  Ideally the candidate will also 
have public relations experience and a solid understanding 
of, and commitment to, conservation and environmental 
issues.

We may consider an individual without formal fundraising 
experience, but with marketing or other appropriate experi-
ence, as well as the other attributes mentioned above, as a 
Development Officer.

The position is based on St. John. Salary and benefits are 
competitive.  Interested and qualified candidates should 
send a cover letter and resume by e-mail to search@
friendsvinp.org . Previous applicants need not reapply.

Services

RELIABLE MoBILE 
AutO rEPAir

Professional and experi-
enced. Brakes, CV Joints, 

Suspensions, Shocks, 
Alternators, Timing Belts, 
General Engine, Repair, 

Foreign & Domestic. 
All Work Guaranteed. 

Call 227-9574

Complete
glasses
$79 Single Vision

$109 Bifocals

Dr. Craig Friedenberg

779-2020

RELIABLE TV RELIABLE 
INTERNET

Satellite services from
Dish Network & Hughesnet. 
Always on. There when you 

need it. 340 779 4001
sloopjones@sloopjones.com

tilE by DEsign: 
Professional tiling services 

available on St. John 
(Marbel, Porcelain,

Ceramic) Contact Jeff 
today at (340) 344-5334

Services
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

Carefree Getaways on St. John
tel. 779-4070 or 888-643-6002
www.carefreegetaways.com

Catered To, Inc.
tel. 776-6641 fax 693-8191
5000 Enighed #206, STJ, VI  00830

Century Hill Estates Vacation Rentals
(340) 779-1804; 340-227-6688
www.centuryhillestates.com

Island Getaways
888-693-7676, islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

VIVA Vacations
tel. 779-4250
P.O. Box 1747, STJ, VI  00831

A/C & Refrigeration
Charlie Rock A/C & Refrigeration
Sales, Service & Installation
tel. 714-5977 or 643-1585 (cell)

Architecture
Coral Bay Design Buidl
340-779-7445
www.coralbaydesignbuild.com

Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ,  VI  00831

Barefoot Architect, Inc.
tel. 693-7665  fax 693-8411
P.O. Box 1772, STJ,  VI  00831

Banking
FirstBank
Most Convenient Bank in the V.I.
Cruz Bay Branch, 340-776-6881

Scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI 
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552 

Beauty/Spa
The Beauty Lounge Salon & Spa
tel. 776-0774 Hair, nails, massage, 
waxing, villa services and more.

Drift Away Day Spa
Tel. 626-2271 Full Service Spa
www.driftawaystjohn.com

Westin Resorts & Villas
Spa Services
tel. 693-8000, ext. 1903/1904

Building Products
St. John Hardware
tel. 693-8780 fax 776-6685
Located at The Marketplace

Construction
Hardcore Construction, Inc.
tel. 340-777-4034
All phases, complete and professional

Excursions
SerenaSea
tel. 779-4047, “Three Hour Tour”
Classic Wooden Picnic Yacht

Galleries
Maho Bay  Art Center
tel. 776-6226 - Glass blowing, pottery, 
recycled art, tie dye, paper making

Quin House Galleries
773-0404 or 715-0070
Fine mahogony furniture

Grocery
Dolphin Market
tel.  776-5322- Organic produce, 
low prices, Located in Boulon Center

Health
St. John Eye Care - 779-2020
Complete eye care, 27 years serving 
Virgin Islanders, Dr. Craig Friedenberg

Dr. Robert J. DeBonis
ChirOPrACtOr
tel. 775-9950, Cell: 340-626-0000

gym in Paradise
3rd floor Marketplace
 776-0600, M-Sat 6-9 Sun 6-12

Insurance
Theodore Tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Interior Design
Designs of Aqua Bay, Inc.
Mary Ellis (340) 693-8487; (508) 385-7614 
www.designsofaquabay.com

Jewelry
R&I PAttOn goldsmithing
776-6548 or (800) 626-3455
pattongold.com,  Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI  00831

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI  00831

PrOPErtyKing
tel. 643-6348
Landscaping & Irrigation

Real Estate
American Paradise real Estate 
tel. 693-8352 fax 693-8818
P.O. Box 8313, STJ, VI  00831
info@americanparadise.com

Cruz Bay Realty
tel. 693-8808 fax 693-9812
P.O. Box 66, STJ, VI  00831
info@cruzbayrealty.com

Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

John McCann & Associates
1-888-STJOHN8(7856468) fax 693-3366
info@realestateonstjohn.com
Located at Wharfside Landing

st. John Properties, inc.
tel. 693-8485 fax 776-6192
P.O. Box 700, St. John, VI  00831
www.stjohnproperties.com

Town & Country Real Estate
tel. 693-7325 fax 693-7331
Coral Bay: t 774-7962 f 777-5350
info@towncountryusvi.com

Restaurants
Concordia Cafe
Dinner 6-8:30 p.m. Wed-Sun.
Just above Salt Pond 693-5855

Larry’s Landing
“A Pour Your Own Bar”
Located in Cruz Bay

La Tapa
tel. 693-7755
P.O. Box 37, STJ, VI  00831

Morgan’s Mango
tel. 693-8141 fax 693-9061
P.O. Box 37, St. John,  VI 00831

Skinny Legs
tel. 779-4982; www.skinnylegs.com
“A Pretty OK Place”

Sun Dog Cafe
Lunch 11am to 5pm, Weekdays
Dinner 5:30 to 9pm, Monday-Friday

Retail
Jolly Dog
tel. 693-5900, “Stuff You Want” 
Located in Coral Bay

Services
The Marketplace
Everything you need in one place

Pennswoods.net
tel. 774-2000; 1-887-716-2002
All digital high speed internet access 

Surveyors
BGM Engineers & Surveyors
tel. 776-6770 fax 693-7700
P.O. Box 1103, STJ VI  00831

st. John Tradewinds

business directory
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Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

Next AdvertisiNg
 deAdliNe: 

thursdAy, FebruAry 19th

Cruz Bay
1st Stop Convenience

Baked in the Sun
Bayside Mini Mart

Connections
C&D Bakery
Deli Grotto

Dolphin Market
Gallows Point Gourmet

The Mail Center
Nature’s Nook
Papaya Cafe 

Starfish Market

St. Thomas

Marina Market 

North Shore Road
Caneel Bay Resort

Cinnamon Bay
Maho Bay Camps

South Shore Road
Pine Peace Market

Westin Resort

Coral Bay
Connections East
Keep Me Posted

Lily’s Gourmet Mkt

Pick up a copy of TRADEWINDS:

Classifieds

1998 Toyota RAV 4
 Excellent Condition-All 

WD,  tires w/ wheel locks, 
Auto, Air, White,Tinted 

window , stereo   
MUST SELL!  $6750  

340-513-9220

Vehicles

2006 JEEP 
WRANGLER

Yellow, hardtop,extended 
length, 4x4, A/C, CD 
player, hardly drive 

with very low mileage. 
$19,500.00 or OBO 

(860) 912-3718

2000 ChEVy blAzEr
4-door, automatic, 4WD, 

low mileage, pewter color, 
radio/cassette player. 
$4,500.00 or OBO
Call 340-776-6496

‘96 NISSAN 
PAthFinDEr

4WD, auto, 20” chrome 
rims, black, tint, CD, sun 

roof, 135k, runs great! 
PriCE rEDuCED! 

$7,900. 
340-690-2420.

PubliC sErViCE MEssAgE

 The Johnson Bay Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
regrets that when recently undertaking improvement work 
at the entrance to our our subdivision, we failed to obtain 
the necessary permits and approvals in accordance with the 
Coastal Zone Management Act. Our failure to do so resulted 
in fines and penalties. St. John residents are reminded that 
before commencing work in any area identified as a “Coastal 
Zone”, you must first apply to the DPNR Division of CZM 
for permits and pay the prescribed fees.

NEWSLINE
340-776-6496

info@tradewinds.vi

Public Notice

Mini-grants are now available to VI Government agen-
cies and non-government organizations through the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) for existing non-
school hour programs. Total funding available for this 
program is $261,588 for the period ending September 
30, 2009. The practical budget range is $5,000 to 
$10,000 per applicant. 

Programs must be geared toward assisting with the 
purchase of computer equipment and supplies, hiring 
instructors or developing innovative program activities 
which provide youth with safe, drug-free environments, 
tutorial services, unique experiences and/ or supervised 
activities. 

Completed applications four (4) sets, one (1) original 
and three (3) copies) must be received by the DHS 
Offices 1303 Hospital Ground, Knud Hansen Complex 
or Commissioner Office in Golden Rock on St. Croix no 
later than 4:00 P.M. on February 17, 2009.   

For additional information or technical assistance, call 
Ms. Clarrisa Belleau on St. Thomas at 774-1166. 

SoLD



We’re 
Sold on 
St. John!

800-569-2417 • 340-693-8808 • www.cruzbayrealty.com

Gretchen Labrenz Margie Labrenz Susanne Kirk Tammy Pollock

EXCLUSIVE HOME LISTINGS
CAROLINA – Small, poured concrete, home with lovely 

covered wraparound deck. Flat ½ ac. fenced lot, view of harbor, 
access from Centerline Rd.  $449K. 
CHOCOLATE HOLE – Masonry 2 bd/2 bath home, with 

carport/workshop, on an absolutely gorgeous 0.86 acre 
lot w/incredible  panoramic views. End of the road location 
offers great privacy, ample room for expansion. $975,000.
LUMINARIA – Lux. ridgetop villa w/incredible no. shore & 

down island views. 3 spacious bedrm suites, 3.5 baths, lrg pool 
w/waterfall, spa, 4 car garage, gated entry, privacy, beautiful 
furnishings & landscaping. Vaca. rental history. $2,495,000.
BAYVIEW  –Very private villa bordering Natl. Park, minutes 

from Maho Beach. Traditional masonry design with 2 bldgs 
connected by pool, decks & patio. 280° views overlooking 
Francis Bay & Northshore, + Coral Bay & BVI’s. $1,695,000.
PERELANDRA – is a romantic 2 bd/2 bath rental villa high 

above Cruz Bay. Stunning panoramic views, beautiful sun-
sets, lush gardens, very private pool, decorator furnishings, 
mint condition.  $1,050,000.
AURORA – Extraordinary 180 views from this turnkey vaca-

tion rental villa on Contant Pt. 3 private ensuite bedrms, plus 
apartment, courtyard pool, lush landscaping, multiple decks, 
masonry construction, attractive furnishings. $1,995,000.
GREAT EXPECTATIONS – Mini estate, on a beautiful 1 

ac parcel, features private tennis court, 2 pools, 2 spas, 7 
bdrms, & 7.5 baths. Awesome views, impressive rental his-
tory, walk to beach at Chocolate Hole. $2,999,500.
WINDSONG – Stately Boatman Pt. villa, w/separate cot-

tage, situated on a 1ac parcel w/panoramic views. 6 bdrms., 
7 baths, huge pool, excellent vacation rental history, fully fur-
nished. $3,495,000.
NAUTILUS  – on Maria Bluff. 3 bd/2 bath masonry villa 

on a dramatic 1.25 ac. cliffside parcel. Large wraparound 
veranda, fantastic sunrise to sunset views, inviting spa, cir-
cular driveway, tile roof.  $1,699.000, furnished.
BORDEAUX MT. – Lovely family home w/3 bdrms, 2 baths, 

& large covered veranda. Nestled on a gently sloped ½ acre 
lot w/fragrant bay trees & southerly water views. $675,000.
WATERFRONT WITH DOCK – Poured concrete 3 bdrm/ 

2 bath home on a flat ¾ acre site adjacent to National Park. 
Enjoy all watersports from shared private dock, & hiking 
along the secluded shoreline. REDUCED to $1,250,000.
GOLDEN DRAGON – Magnificent stone villa with excep-

tional craftsmanship throughout. 4 bedrooms/ 4 baths, in-
finity pool, exquisite furnishings, multi patios/decks, lush 
gardens, terrific Point Rendezvous location. $2,195,000. 

EXCLUSIVE CONDO LISTINGS
BETHANY – Unique free standing 2x2 condo with amaz-

ing views and year round sunsets, new shared pool. $649K.
SELENE’S – Ideal in town location, w/parking, for living/

rental or business. Terrific views. $450,000.

SUNSET RIDGE – Brand NEW 1 bedrm condos w/

Caribbean views & shared pool. Only $279K & $299K.

WESTIN TIMESHARES – Most weeks available, starting at 

$10K. Call or email us for a complete list!

EXCLUSIVE LAND LISTINGS
DITLEFF POINT – Extraordinary sites on magnificent pen-

insula w/sandy beach, gated entry, beautiful landscaping, 

and incredible views. Prices start at $895,000. 

KLEIN BAY – Small upscale neighborhood, gorgeous 

views, commonly owned beach. $879K & $995K.

WATERFRONT ON MONTE BAY – Spectacular 13.44 ac. 

site, ideal for private estate or subdivision. $4,700,000.

CRUZ BAY TOWN – Walk to Frank Bay, R-4 zoning. $275K.

GREAT BUY! – Estate Eden, water views. $150K.

CONTANT – 3 large parcels w/ views. $292,500 to $315K. 

GLUCKSBERG – Gentle grade, ½ ac., lg. trees. $225K.

POINT RENDEZVOUS – Outstanding views. $415K & $425K. 

LEINSTER BAY – 2 lots on Johnny Horn Trail. $225K & $329K. 

ZOOTENVAAL – Hurricane Hole views, paved road. $400K. 

GREAT CRUZ BAY – 1.05 acre site w/fantastic harbor views 

& architectural plans. Walk to dingy landing. $895,000.

FLANAGAN’S PASSAGE – 2 beautiful sites. $350K each.

CATHERINEBERG – Incredible north shore views, 1.05 ac. 

surrounded by Nat’l. Park. $2,100,000.

ESTATE FISH BAY – Many parcels to choose from, starting 

at $185K. Call US for a complete list.

ESTATE CAROLINA/EMMAUS – Parcels ranging from 

$150K and up.

BUSINESS LISTINGS
FABRIC MILL – Very successful clothing business, estab-

lished in 1982, in Mongoose Junction. Price includes inven-

tory & equipment, owner will train: $150,000.

BOATMAN POINT – Attractive stone & masonry island home on spectacular 1 acre waterfront site in upscale 
neighborhood. Main house has great room, master bd/bath, & lower guest suite. Adjacent pod contains 2 private 
bed/bath suites. $2,795,000.
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St. John Properties, Inc. 
(340) 693-8485 FAX (340) 714-5320

www.stjohnproperties.com
Now Serving St. Thomas and St. Croix

Contact us at Crucian Properties 
772-4182 for St. Croix listings!

Development
propertY

R-2 parcel overlooking Cruz Bay, 
mature rolling hills, knoll tops 
and sunset views over St. Thomas. 
9.45 Acres $6.2 million

lAnD
Several .25 to .50 acre parcels with 
water views starting at $295K

SADIe SeA — Wonderful oppor-
tunity to own and operate an estab-
lished charter boat. Currently doing 
half and full day snorkel/sight-seeing 
trips and NPS Reef Bay hike return 
trips to Cruz Bay. $100,000

GrUnWAlD — Handyman’s 
Special!  Live there while you 
fix it up.  Reduced to $185,000

prIce reDUceD!

FISH BAY — Private and se-
cluded setting, two large decks 
overlooking Fish Bay and the Ca-
ribbean Sea. Four bedroom, two 
bath villa, comfortably sleeps up 
to 12, breathtaking views of Fish 
Bay! Currently in rental program. 
$699,000



Voted “BEST REAL ESTATE
AGENCY ON ST. JOHN” 2008

HOMES
 YOUR OWN SECLUDED BEACH Just 
steps to Hart Bay, "Rendezview" features 4 
bdrms & 4 baths. Also enjoy the lower 3 bdrm 
beach house. $2,895,000
 MAHOGANY TREE VILLA Create a 
charming B&B offering a gated entry, walk to 
Frank Bay & town. (4) 1bd/1ba units with A/C, 
common pool & garage. $975,000
 TEMPTRESS 2 bdrm suites separated by 2 
buildings - a living area and an impressive 
kitchen complete with granite countertops, 
private decks, dramatic sunsets. $1,650,000
 RENDEZVOUS GARDENS Finish building 
a beautiful home with outstanding westerly 
views. Stonework highlights and ensuite baths. 
Beautiful landscaping. .46 acre $1,095,000 

 CRUZ BAY Prime .75 acre property, 3 bdrm 
short term rental with pool and panoramic 
views. Zoned R-4 and suited for development. 
$2,950,000
 LA BELLA VITA, "the good life" ,4 a/c 
identical master suites with island stone 
showers, breath taking views, gourmet kitchen, 
state-of-the-art entertainment center. $2,950,000
 ISLAND MANOR Hear & view the surf of 
Hart Bay. 4 bdrms with ensuite baths and 
elegant furnishings sited on .51 acre. Multi-
level floor plan offers privacy. $1,700,000
 ON THE BEACH AT KLEIN BAY-JUST 
BUILT! Serenata de la Playa offers 5 bdrms and 
5.5 baths.  Swimmable water access from the 
back yard.  $4,950,000 

 ZOOTENVAAL Quaint Caribbean cottage 
tucked in at the end of the road. Walk to Coral 
Bay. Two separate units. plans available for 
additional home. $729,000
 FUN & CONTENTMENT  180° views. Tiled 
pool deck, 2 large ac. Master suites. SS 
appliances, mahogany hardwoods, stone 
accents. Plans for 3 more bdrms. $1,235,000 
 CAROLINA Early morning risers paradise 
overlooking Coral Bay to BVI. Well maintained 
2-unit cottage offers a 1 bed/1 bath with a cozy 
covered porch. Plus studio apartment. $625,000
 LOVE NEST Bright & airy, new cottage 
overlooking Hurricane Hole, Coral Bay, & BVI. 
Plans approved for an additional 2BR/2BA 
w/pool. $489,000

 GARDEN BY THE SEA B&B, West Indian 
gingerbread architecture and island furnishings. 
Owners apartment plus 3 income producing 
units. Room for expansion. $1,800,000 
 NEW!  Mill Ridge exudes quality, Caribbean 
design, mahogany throughout, Chicago Brick & 
Island stone. Masonry 2 bedroom/2 bath, office, 
garage, tiled patio, pool & cabana. $1,695,000 
 FLANAGAN'S PASSAGE VILLA  3 bdrm, 
3.5 bath villa, superior craftsmanship, 
Caribbean stonework, Spanish tile roof, 180° 
views, large pool and hot tub $2,850,000
 CVISTA Magnificent open air 4 bedroom 
villa above the turquoise waters of Rendezvous 
Bay. Stunning residence exudes comfort,class 
& elegance. $3,895,000

 NEW! This remodeled property with South 
Shore views. Additions include 2 a/c bdrm, pool, 
laundry room & kitchen in lower unit. $1,400,000 
 INN LOVE Beautiful Great Cruz Bay with 
Sunset Views! 5 bdrm, 5 bath with pool, spa, & 
a/c bdrms. Price slashed $600k to $1,195,000.
 ENIGHED Nearly flat town lot overlooking 
Turner Bay and zoned R-4. Masonry home, 4 
bdrms, 2 baths plus outbuildings.  $599,000
 BAREFOOT New 2 bdrm, 1.5 bath guest 
cottage in quaint Coral Bay neighborhood, 
Room for expansion. $799,000
 RAINBOW PLANTATION A private, family 
estate house on 1.6 acres. Features one of the 
largest private pools on St. John (w/diving board, 
& wet bar). Mature landscapeing. $1,850,000

NEW! Brand new 3 bdrms, 4 bath masonry 
home in Flanagan's Passage. Great views with 
many amenities. Sleeps twelve. $2,199,000

L'ESPRIT DE LA VIE Gorgeous home in 
upscale Pt. Rendezvous. 180° sea views, dining 
for 8, gourmet kitchen. 4 large bdrm/bath suites. 
Infinity edge pool. $2,950,000

MARBELLA Expansive St. Thomas sunset 
views, 3 bdrms w/ en suite baths. Open style 
layout all on one level, access from each room 
onto the pool. Central A/C. $2,850,000

ELLISON New construction in the Virgin Grand. 
Generous floor plan w/3 levels of living space.  
3 master suites, sunsets year round. Just 
reduced to $2,495,000.

LAND
 VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES Gated commu-
nity, fabulous views of the Caribbean Sea. 
Stamped concrete roads, & underground 
utilities. Prices start at $430,000.
 SEAGRAPE One of the larger parcels in 
Seagrape Hill. .41 acres. Offering paved 
access. Downhill build.  $165,000

 CHOCOLATE HOLE .5 acre site with 
beautiful ocean views for $409,000.
 UPPER CAROLINA Established 
neighborhood, paved roads, expansive water 
views, deeded beach, prices start at 
$225,000 for newly listed downhill near end 
of road.  

 SAUNDERS GUT: Coral Cove Subdivision 
with underground utilities and paved access. 
Breathtaking views of BVI, .5 acres starting at 
$299,900
 ESTATE CONCORDIA Large .81 acre 
parcel, easy build, good ocean views, and 
breezes. close to NPS beaches. $550,000

 ESTATE FISH BAY Expansive Fish Bay 
water views, downhill & uphill access, .5 acre, 
seller financing possible $275,000 or .56 acres 
for $325,000.
 WATERFRONT LAND Oversized downhill 
building site with gentle slope. Views from St. 
Croix to Thatch Cay. 0.71 acres, $899,000. 

WATERFRONT ON MARIA BLUFF IN 
GREAT CRUZ BAY!  Spectacular 180 degree 
views stretching from St. Croix to Mingo. 1.03 
acres $1,695,000
 ESTATE BETHANY Three lots to choose 
from. Down hill builds. South shore views. 
Prices start at $170,000. 

NEW! Dream Catcher is a successful short 
term rental with 3 BR/3BA; featuring beautiful 
views of Great Cruz Bay, a fabulous pool deck 
and impressive swimming pool.  $1,650,000 

Two Locations: Mongoose Junction (340) 776-6776 & The Marketplace (340) 774-8088
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com  •  Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824  •  www.HolidayHomesVI.com Member International  

Real Estate Federation

For a complete list of all St. John MLS properties, DVD tours of the properties, and/or a copy of our newsletter call or email us.
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com  •  Approved supplier of real estate sales and services for the VI Economic Development Commission

INDULGE YOURSELF WITH RESORT LIVING IN THE 
COMFORTS OF YOUR OWN PRIVATE CONDOMINIUM. 
Own a week, a month or more and enjoy all the Westin 
amenities! Inventory  avail in many unit sizes year round. 
Great trade & rental options. Timeshares start at $9,999.

OWN A MONTH (OR MORE) in a 3 or 4 bedroom luxury 
home.  Magnificent views and sunsets from 3 homes with 
all amenities, pools w/waterfalls and spas, deeded home 
ownerships from $69,000.

“Prime COMMERCIAL SPACES” available in St. John’s 
premier mall. Various office suites, retail spaces and a built 
out restaurant space. Available immediately.

“UPPER MONTE BAY ESTATES” – SPECTACULAR, 
PRIVATE SOUTH SHORE LOTS WITH PRISTINE 
VIEWS Low density subdivision with 7 large parcels, 
paved road, stone walls & underground utilities; above 
Rendezvous Bay. Priced from $999,999  

Holiday Homes of St. John
"The Company that gives back to St. John"

Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN's olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN siNCe 1960

Come Chat about the market and enjoy a Complementary glass of wine at our marketplaCe loCation.
Busy at the beach during the day? We are now open Thursday evenings till 8pm.

WATERFRONT; “PRESIDIO DEL 
MAR” sited 
on the point 
of Peter Bay, 
spectacular 
private es-
tate on 1.63 
acres, walk 
to beach with 
except ional 
privacy. 

“OCEAN PALM VILLA” BEACH-
FRONT (6x6) 
new gated es-
tate in John’s 
Folly with 
mesmerizing 
views, 2 pools, 
every amenity 
conceivable in 
gated luxury 
enclave.

“L’AUTRE MONDE” Exquisitely cus-
tom designed with 
2 pools, luxurious 
master & 6 additional 
bdrms, plus soaring 
ceilings, extensive 
stone work, exotic 
African slate floors, 
custom mahogany 
cabinetry. Walk to 
beach & dinghy dock. 

WATERFRONT “LIME TREE BAY” 
HAS WHITE SAND 
BEACH! Private 
East End estate with 
490’ shoreline on 
Round Bay consists 
of a 5 bdrm stone & 
masonry home on al-
most 5 acres. Cool-
ing breezes & gor-
geous water views! 

“GREAT EXPECTATIONS”, the ulti-
mate 1 ac, 7br 7.5 
bth compound: pri-
vate tennis court, 
2 pools, 2 spas, 
& 2 beautifully 
appointed homes! 
Deeded access to 
walk to 2 beaches. 
Impressive rental 
history. 

“BORDEAUX HOUSE” on .5 ac. with 
ultimate privacy. 
STUNNING down 
island views. This 
signature estate 
is sure to cap-
ture your heart! 
Charming 4 bed-
room gated estate 
with spa, fireplace, 
poolside kitchen. $11,900,000 $6,800,000$32,000,000 $4,995,000 $2,999,500

“SEABISCUIT” is a winner! Cute 2x2 
Caribbean style 
masonry with pan-
oramic views, very 
private pool & hot 
tub. Breezey loca-
tion convenient to 
Coral Bay. Walk to 
shoreline water-
sports. 

“SEACAY VILLA” 3 Br 4 Ba pool villa 
has unobstruct-
ed, panoramic 
ocean views and 
deeded beach 
access.  Good 
short term rental 
history.  Just a 
short drive to 
Cruz Bay. 

“COCONUTS” 3X3 “GIFFT 
HILL VILLA” 
impressive 
views with 
a w e s o m e 
sunsets & 
St. Thomas 
lights. Carib-
bean style.

“POINCIANA” is an island classic 
home on 1.24 ac 
of prime water-
front overlooking 
Hart Bay. 3 bed-
room popular 
rental with one 
of the best views 
of the south 
shore.  $2,300,000

$2,950,000

$1,995,000 $1,250,000 $995,000

"SABA BAY WATERFRONT" 12 acre subdividable 
waterfront Incredible BVI views!  $9,999.000

“AZURE BAY ESTATES” IN CONTANT .5 ac with 180 
degree views over Pillsbury Sound to St. Thomas & St. 
James islands. Quiet, breezy convenient to Cruz Bay. 
Owner financing. $650,000      

“FREEMAN’S GROUND” STUNNING DOWN ISLAND 
VIEWS and cooling breezes from this .78 ac parcel with 
upper & lower access. $425,000              

“CALABASH BOOM” Great views, private, .4 acre adja-
cent to Sago Cottage $550,000.

“QUIET EAST END” parcels in the original Hansen 
Bay subdivision, Dreekets Bay and Privateer Bay, with 
pristine views & lovely beaches. Priced from $285,000
“RENDEZVOUS & DITLEFF” Beautiful sunset views 
with a gentle, down hill building site. This .649 acre 
parcel is priced to sell!! $274,000

ESTATE CONCORDIA hillside sites with stunning 
views ranging from the BVIs, and down St. John’s east-
ern coast to Ram’s Head and St. Croix. Priced from 
$550,000.

“VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES” Gated community featuring 
underground utilities, paved roads, & gorgeous sweeping 
views. Four fabulous lots priced from $415,000.

“BOATMAN POINT” Wonderful waterfront lot, 1.2 
acres. Community beach, underground utilities, paved 
roads. Complete 5 bedroom Barefoot Architect house 
plans with topographical survey convey with this prime 
south shore property. PRICE REDUCED $950,000

“LOVANGO CAY” waterfront & hillside properties 
feature upscale amenities and infrastructure; barge 
landing with piers, paved roads, underground electric, 
access to beach and much more! Amazing views, real-
istically priced from $499,000!

NEW LISTING - JOHN’S FOLLY OCEANFRONT & HILLSIDE 
parcels in gated enclave; paved road & underground utili-
ties. FANTASTIC water views! 3 lots priced from $800,000
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“RAINBOW’S END” AT BATTERY HILL 
- this bright, clean 
and cheerfully 
decorated pool-
side condo is con-
veniently close to 
town w/ nicely man-
icured grounds.  A 
must see! 

Priced to sell! $535,000

PASTORY ESTATE CONDO This one 
bedroom condo has 
been FULLY REN-
OVATED, great 
views, quiet neigh-
borhood & close 
to town. Turn key 
ready to move in or 
put in a short-term 
rental program.$469,000

DVD
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VIRGIN ISLANDS CULTURE:

276 YEARS TOWARDS 
SELF DETERMINATION

S T .  J O h N  V I R G I N  I S L A N D S

18Th AnnuAl Virgin islAnds

Folk liFe FestiVAl 2009
February 19 & 20, 2009   •   10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

February 21, 2009   •   5:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m. 
 annaberg Sugar plantation ruinS

Funded in part by Virgin Islands Humanities Council, an 
affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any 

views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this program do not 
necessarily reflect those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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