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Collaboration Among Agencies Is Key 
for First Responders in Event of Mass Disaster

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Close collaboration between first response 
agencies would spell the difference between 
“chaos” and “controlled chaos” in the event 
of a mass casualty on St. John, according to 
John Gill, EMT-P.

If anyone has learned lessons about mass 

casualties lately it is Gill; the city of Boston’s 
Emergency Medical Services’ Deputy Super-
intendent. He was one of the first responders 
on the scene following the Boston Marathon 
bombing on April 15.

Gill led a weekend-long International 
Trauma Life Support training session at the 
Westin Resort and Villas which ran from Fri-

day evening, October 18, through Sunday af-
ternoon, October 20.

Sponsored by St. John EMS Association 
with support from St. John Rescue, the train-
ing session drew 25 participants from a range 
of local government and non-profit agencies. 
Among the agencies represented were Sch-

New Passenger Ferries Cruise Through Sea Trials
InsIde on Page 3



St. John Tradewinds
The next hearing to address the subject of repara-

tions, and two bills regarding reconciliation and the 
transformation of the Enid Baa Library into a reve-
nue-generating entity, will be on Wednesday, October 
30, at 10 a.m. at the Fritz Lawaetz Conference Room 
on St. Croix, Chairman of the Committee on Culture, 
Historic Preservation, Youth and Recreation Senator 
Myron Jackson announced last week.

The purpose of the hearing is to get an update on 
the reparations movement between the Virgin Islands 
and the Kingdom of Denmark, and to review two bills 
assigned to the committee. 

BILL NO. 30-0191, sponsored by Senator Sammu-
el Sanes, and co-sponsored by Senator Judi Buckley, 
is a resolution petitioning the United States Congress 
to establish a Virgin Islands Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to investigate, discover and reveal past 
wrongdoings by the Danish government and provide 

answers to historical questions relating to the Danish 
occupation and rule of the Danish West Indies, which 
are now the United States Virgin Islands, between 
1672 and 1917. 

BILL NO. 30-0155, sponsored by Senator Jackson 
and Senator Shawn-Michael Malone, is an act amend-
ing title 3 Virgin Islands Code, chapter 2, sections 28b 
and 28d relating to the use of Enid M. Baa Library 
and Archives Building exclusively for archives, re-
cords management and supportive economic initia-
tives, amending 33 Virgin Islands Code, chapter 111, 
section 3059 relating to the use of the Virgin Islands 
Libraries and Museums Revolving Fund, and provid-
ing for other related matters.

The public is invited to attend. Anyone wishing to 
give or submit testimony may do so by notifying the 
office by Monday, October 28. Written testimony and 
requests to testify in person can be made by calling  
(340) 693-3519 or emailing tmalone@legvi.org. 
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St. John Baby Boom Photo Is Nov. 3rd

All parents are invited to the St. John baby boom photo and 
beach picnic at Hawksnest Beach on Sunday, November 3, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The first photo will feature children two years and younger. The 
second photo will feature two- to five-year-olds. Participants are 
asked to bring a dish to share. Parking is limited and residents are 
asked to carpool or take a taxi shuttle.

For more information call Connections at 776-6922.

CBCC Annual Meeting and Potluck 
Set for November 4 at Miss Lucy’s

November is the beginning of Coral Bay Community Council’s 
membership year. Please consider becoming a member this year 
and supporting CBCC with participation in its numbers; which 
stands at 400 now! 

Annual dues are $50 a person, but any amount will be wel-
comed. Applications are on the website www.coralbaycommuni-
tycouncil.org, at the CBCC office  as well as at Connections East 
and  Keep Me Posted.   

CBCC is hosting its Annual Meeting and potluck on Monday, 
November 4, at Miss Lucy’s from 4:30 to 7 p.m.  with dinner at 
5:30 p.m.

Thanks to the fund raising in August done on St. John, a group 
of wounded veterans with the Team River Runner program will 
once again spend a week at the Cinnamon Bay Campgrounds for 
rest, relaxation and strengthening themselves with kayak trips.

On Saturday, November 9, after a day kayak trip, the appetites 
of these warriors will be satisfied as the St. John American Legion 
and AARP Chapter get together to put on a BBQ featuring local 
dishes and drinks as well as the faithful stand-by’s. 

“This is our small way of saying thank you for the sacrifices 
these young men and women have given,” said Beverly Biziewski, 
President St. John AARP Chapter #4777.

AARP and American Legion Hosting 
BBQ for Team River Runner on Nov. 9

Free Flu Shots in Coral Bay on Oct. 31
Free flu shots will be available in Coral Bay on Thursday, Octo-

ber 31, at the Coral Bay Fire Station from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Gifft Hill School is proud to announce the 4th Annual “Gifft 
Hill School Gives Back” community service day on Friday, No-
vember 22. All students and faculty from preschool through 12th 
grade will take part in this event and give back to the community 
with service projects throughout the day, all over the island. 

For more information, to volunteer, or looking for help with a 
project at an organization, contact Meghan Duffy or Molly Murrill 
at 776-1730.

GHS Gives Back Day Is November 22

St. John School of the Arts is planning an Alumni Concert in 
January and school officials are searching for more former students 
who would like to participate and perform in this event.  

Please call SJSA Executive Director Kim Wild at 779-4322.  

SJSA Seeking Alumni to Join Concert

St. John Tradewinds
Department of Public Works Com-

missioner Darryl Smalls and members 
of the VITRAN staff met recently with 
representatives of National Bus Leas-
ing, Inc. to review the acquisition of 10 
medium/heavy duty buses by the de-
partment of Public Works. 

The buses were recently purchased 
with Federal Highway funding. DPW is 
also purchasing 12 medium duty from 
Atlantic Bus Sales, Smalls added.

It remained unclear last week how 
many, if any, of the new buses would 
operate on St. John, which has seen 
limited VITRAN runs for months.

New VITRAN Buses Coming to Territory

 

Department of Public Works Commissioner Darryl 
Smalls, at head of table, center, and members of the 
VITRAN staff met recently with representatives of 
National Bus Leasing, Inc.



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Department of Public Works 
Commissioner Darryl Smalls re-
cently traveled to Louisiana to take 
part in the initial sea trials of two 
new ferry vessels which will carry 
passengers between Cruz Bay and 
St. Thomas next year.

Representatives of Varlack Ven-
tures and Transportation Services 
— which own the franchise rights 
for ferry runs between St. Thomas 
and St. John — also attended the 
recent sea trials for Red Hook I and 
Cruz Bay I.

The vessels are being construct-
ed by Harvey, Lousiana-based 
Midship Marine, located across 
the Mississippi River from New 
Orleans. 

The sea trials were originally 
scheduled for early October, but 
were postponed due to the threat 
of severe weather from Hurricane 
Karen. The first sea trail finally oc-
curred  on Monday, October 21, 
and the second was on Tuesday, 

October 22.
Smalls was on board for both 

of those trials, as well as the rep-
resentatives of both Varlack Ven-
tures and Transportation Services, 
according to information from 
Government House.

The sea trials consisted of four-
hour voyages along the Harvey 
Canal, which enabled the opera-
tors to experience the new state-

of-the-art vessels first-hand.
The vessels are 85-foot catama-

rans capable of carrying 250 pas-
sengers each. They will replace 
the aging ferry boats currently be-
ing used by Varlack Ventures and 
Transportation Services.

While Varlack and Transporta-
tion Services will operate the new 
ferry vessels, they will not own 
them. The vessels will be owned 

by the V.I. government.
The new passenger ferry ves-

sels cost more than $3.5 million 
each and are being paid for with $3 
million from the American Recov-
ery and Rehabilitation Act as well 
as about $2.7 million in Ferryboat 
Discretionary funding accumulat-
ed through the years, according to 
information from DPW.

The remaining cost, about $2.1 
million, is being covered by DPW 
funding from the Federal Highway 
Administration.

The vessels, originally sched-
uled to arrive in the territory by 
November, still need to be inspect-
ed by U.S. Coast Guard officials 
before setting sail for the territory. 
They are expected to be in local 
waters by December, at which 
point they will be inspected once 
again by USCG. 

The new catamaran ferry ves-
sels are scheduled to be carrying 
passengers between Red Hook and 
Cruz Bay — in style — by the end 
of the year.
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Thursday, Oct. 31st

St. John Tradewinds News Photos
 

 Department of Public Works Commissioner Darryl Smalls, third from left at top left, 
with representatives of Varlack Ventures and Transportations Services, the boat building 
company and others, on a dock in New Orleans ahead of the sea trials for the new ferries: 
“Red Hook I” and “Cruz Bay I,” at left. A peek at the new ferry’s interior, above. 
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New Passenger Ferries Cruise Through Sea Trials

St. John Tradewinds News Photo File
 

The new ferries will replace the aging ones in use now, 
above.



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

In addition to hosting about 200 
students at the Fifth Annual Just 
Play Day recently, Using Sport 
for Social Change founder Dean 
Doeling also stopped by Julius E. 
Sprauve School with a few hun-
dred donations in hand.

This is the second year in which 
Doeling has worked with the 
Global Backpack Project to donate 
brand new backpacks filled with 
school supplies to local students. 
Last year, Doeling distributed 
backpacks to students Guy Benja-
min School in Coral Bay and this 
year, he stopped by the Cruz Bay 
public school.

“Last year we donated back-
packs and school supplies to 
all the at Guy Benjamin School 
kids,” said Doeling. “This year 
we wanted to spread the project to 
the Julius E. Sprauve School. We 
couldn’t get enough for the whole 
school, but we still wanted to do 
something with JESS.”

“So we determined that the el-
ementary school kids would ben-
efit more, so we brought 220 back-
packs to JESS one morning,” said 
Doeling.

Transporting all the boxes of 
backpacks slated for donation pre-

sented a logistical challenge, Doe-
ling added.

“It was tough logistically,” he 
said. “But the kids came and they 
were super eager and anxious. 
Their eyes were all big and they 
weren’t quite sure what was going 
to happen.”

“When we started handing out 
the backpacks, they were so ex-
cited,” said Doeling. “It was really 
just a great thing to see.”

Doeling hopes to be able to 

work with the Global Backpack 
Project again next year, he ex-
plained.

“It’s all a supply and demand 
thing, but we are going to try,” 
said the USFSC founder. “We 
hope to be included in their budget 
next year and be back with more 
backpacks to hand out.”

For more information on the 
Global Backpack Project, check 
out www.globalbackpackproject.
org.
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JESS Students Take Home New 
Backpacks Filled with School Supplies

*Valid 9/5/13-10/14/13. Reservations must be made by 
U.S. Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands or Puerto Rico 
Resident. Must present valid ID upon check-in Subject to 
availability and not applicable to groups. Not valid with any 
other special offers or promotions. Children 18 and under 
stay free in parents’ room {limit two children}. Tax and resort 
service fee is additional. ©2013 Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved. Westin is the registered 
trademark of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

Exclusive Rates from

 $155
for residents of  the 

Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico*.  

Pure relaxation awaits you at 
 The Westin St. John Resort & Villas,  

a refreshing 47-acre tropical hideaway 
 on the palm-lined shores of Great Cruz Bay. 

call (866)716-8108 or Book online
www.westinresortstjohn.com/locals 

UsVi/BVi residents: mention rate plan Vires
pr residents: mention rate plan prres

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of USFSC 
 

USFSC Founder Dean Doeling, above bending over, distributed more than 200 
backpacks to JESS students. 

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of USFSC 
 

JESS elementary school students check out the school 
supplies inside their new backpacks. 



neider Regional Medical Center, 
V.I. National Park, Department of 
Education, V.I. Fire Department, 
Emergency Medical Responders 
from St. John EMS and St. John 
Rescue.

The residents spent the week-
end being updated on the latest 
skills sets in emergency response 
to trauma with hands-on trainings. 

While the recent training is actu-
ally the third International Trauma 
Life Support session hosted on St. 
John, organizers decided this year 
to include a focus on mass casual-
ties, explained Carol Beckowitz of 
St. John EMS Association.

“This is the third International 
Trauma Life Support training ses-
sion which St. John EMS Associa-
tion has organized on St. John and 
this time we decided to do some-
thing a little different,” said Beck-
owitz. “In light of the fact that 
there have been so many natural 
and man-made disasters happening 
in the states where you have mass 
casualties, we brought someone on 
who has recent real life experience 
with one of those.”

Gill opened the session with a 
presentation on Friday evening, 
October 18, detailing “Lessons 
Learned from the Boston Mara-
thon Bombing.”

“People were very receptive 
to the presentation,” said Gill. “I 
talked about the injuries we saw, 
the number of injuries we saw, the 
amount of patients we had. I im-
pressed upon everyone the impor-
tance of training for all different 
kinds of injuries.”

Many in the room for Gill’s pre-
sentation will likely not soon for-
get the images he displayed.

“There were a lot of photo-
graphs of the injuries we saw and 
we saw a lot of lower limb injuries 
that day,” said Gill. “The graphic 
nature definitely impressed upon 
people the need to prepare for all 
types of incidents.”

While it seems unlikely that a 
mass casualty on the scale of the 
Boston Marathon Bombing would 
occur on St. John, first respond-
ers must be prepared for anything, 
Gill explained.

“Even though it is not likely 
that a bombing incident with 200 
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Collaboration Among Agencies Is Key 
for First Responders in Event of Mass Disaster

St. John Tradewinds News Photos 
 

Participants practice mobilization skills during the recent 
International Trauma Life Support training sessions. 

Continued from Front Page
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people will occur on a little island, 
what gets people in trouble is that 
‘it can’t happen here’ mentality,” 
he said.

Local first responders would 
have their hands more than full 
with only a dozen patients, Gill 
added.

“With 15 people in a safari taxi, 
if there was an incident that would 
amount to a mass casualty here,” 
he said.

Gill also discussed the impor-
tance of collaborating with differ-
ent agencies in the event of a di-
saster, he explained.

“In my presentation, I im-
pressed upon everyone the concept 
of training with different agen-
cies,” said Gill. “We were able to 
handle 200 patients because of the 
incident command system that we 
had practiced together.”

“St. John Rescue, EMS, Fire, 

Coast Guard, VINP, all these agen-
cies need to get together and plan 
some kind of event that helps them 
train for a mass disaster,” said 
Gill. “One agency can not respond 
alone. It takes collaboration.”

Back in Boston, first responders 
host an annual exercise at Logan 
International Airport to train with 
different agencies, Gill explained.

“We annually do something at 
Logan Airport and that is how we 
developed and how we practice the 
incident command system,” said 
the Boston EMS Deputy Superin-
tendent. “It’s almost like a planned 
mock disaster and helps people in 
different agencies plan how they 
would respond and work together. 
The incident command system sets 
up different zones and allows us to 
collaborate and work together ef-
fectively.”

Continued on Page 18
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St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of SJFS  
 

Scenes from the powerful film “Daughters of the Dust” 
written, produced and directed by Julie Dash, middle 
center and top left. 
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St. John Tradewinds
St. John Film Society (SJFS) re-

sumes its 2013 season at 7:30 p.m. 
on November 5 at St. John School 
of the Arts in Cruz Bay with the 
epic dramatic feature film “Daugh-
ters of the Dust,” written, produced 
and directed by Julie Dash.  

Daughters of the Dust is a mile-
stone independent film; the first 
feature film by an African-Amer-
ican woman to receive widespread 
theatrical distribution in the U.S. 
The film received the prestigious 
Sundance award for Excellence in 
Cinematography.  

“Not only visually stunning, 
this film particularly resonates 
with us as an island tale and a tale 
of the deep impact migration to 
the mainland has on a culture — 
themes that the territory has expe-
rienced firsthand,” said Michelle 
Ward, who heads up membership 
and publicity efforts for SJFS. “It 
is a courageous and original story 
the likes of which we have never 
seen before and won’t easily for-
get.”

Off the coast of Georgia and 
South Carolina, The Sea Islands 
were the Ellis Island of the transat-
lantic slave trade, the dropping-off 
point for the forced immigration of 
millions of West Africans. 

The heat, insects, and threat of 

yellow fever made the islands in-
hospitable to white settlement yet 
it is here, isolated in a swampy en-
vironment adjacent to an untamed 
coastline that the Gullah commu-
nity — descendants of West Afri-
can slaves who worked the indigo, 
rice, and cotton plantations — 
thrives, steeped in ancient Yoruba 
tradition.

Daughters of the Dust is set on 
a summer day in 1902, fifty years 
after emancipation, and a farewell 
picnic is underway on the beach 
where the Peazants of Ibo Land-
ing, in their Sunday best, are gath-
ered for a feast of shrimp gumbo, 
fresh clams, yellow corn, and 
johnnycake.  

On this eve of the family’s 
planned migration from their insu-
lated paradise to a modern, indus-
trialized North, tensions are high. 
The young women of the family, 
romantic in long white dresses, 
move as languidly as clouds while 
a photographer records them for 
posterity.  The family performs 
West African rituals as elders fear 
once the Peazants have dispersed 
throughout the North, their culture 
may not survive.

Evoking a griot’s oral narra-
tive set to film, or an impression-
ist portrait, Dash effectively serves 
up a visually appealing moment in 

African-American history. Tales 
of flying Africans, water-walking 
Ibo, Islamic and Native Ameri-
can culture are skillfully woven 
in small snatches throughout the 
film alongside turn-of-the century 
tableaus.  

Daughters of the Dust is a lan-
guidly-paced film that frequently 
stops in its tracks simply to con-
template the wild beauty of a 
semi-tropical paradise drenched in 
sea mist and strewn with palms. 

“I have to agree with the critic 
who said Daughters of the Dust is 
truly a cinematic feast for the eyes, 
and one that has to be savored 
slowly, taking sips from it as if it 
were a bottle of some elegant vin-
tage wine,” said Ward. “This will 
undoubtedly be the one film in the 
2013 SJFS season that you do not 
want to miss.”  

SJFS will screen the film on 
Tuesday, November 5, at St. John 
School of the Arts at 7:30 p.m. 
There is a suggested donation of 
$5.  

SJFS is supported in part by the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
Virgin Island Council on the Arts 
and St. John Community Founda-
tion. For more information contact 
Ward at (340) 201-2407 or check 
out the website www.stjohnfilm.
com.

St. John Film Society To Open Season 
With “Daughters of the Dust” Nov. 5



By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Get ready for a night of food 
and fun for a great cause at the 
13th Annual Flavors of St. John 
on Saturday night, November 23, 
at the Westin Resort and Villas.

The main fundraiser for Ro-
tary Club of St. John, each year 
Flavors brings the island’s best 
chefs and most talented mixolo-
gists together under one roof, and 
pits them head to head in friendly 
competition.

Responding to requests from 
participants, Rotary Club officials 
this year have changed the judg-
ing process. Instead of judging the 
dishes in the middle of the event, 
when some of the most popular 
dishes have already sold out, Ro-
tary’s secret panel of culinary ex-
perts will sample the fare ahead of 
the crowds.

Participating chefs will set up 
and prepare their dishes from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. and judging will take 
place between 5 and 6 p.m., be-
fore the event opens to the public. 

With judging out of the way 
and food ready, the Westin’s con-
ference room doors will open at 6 
p.m.

Just short of a month left be-
fore Flavors, 19 restaurants have 
already signed up for the event, 
explained Rotary Club of St. John 

past president and Flavors chair-
person Bruce Munro.

“We have 19 positive signa-
tures taking part and two more are 
close to singing on,” said Munro. 
“There could be three more as 
well, so we’re expecting to have 
about 25 participants.”

And it’s not too late to take part, 
Munro added.

“People are signing on and 
space is going, but we welcome 
additional participants,” he said.

Competition categories will 
also be different at this year’s Fla-
vors. Out is the Bar Food category 
from previous years, leaving chefs 
and bartenders to compete for 
Best Appetizer, Entree, Dessert, 
Mixology and People’s Choice.

While enjoying delectable fare 
from some of the island’s best res-
taurants, attendees will also have 
the opportunity to sip on fantastic 
vintages, Munro explained.

“The wine, sponsored by West 
Indies, is going to be awesome 
this year,” he said. “We’re going 
to have eight tables that will take 
you around the world. There will 
be wine from everywhere from 
California to New Zealand and 
Argentina.” 

Also new this year is the night’s 
live entertainment. The crowd will 
surely fill the dance floor all night 
long as Cool Session Brass is set 

to keep attendees on their feet.
Funds raised at Flavors support 

Rotary’s college scholarships for 
local students and other communi-
ty projects, according to Munro.

“We do many important proj-
ects in the community,” he said.

Tickets will be available soon 
at Connections, Chelsea Drug 
Store, St. John Hardware and 
Trevor’s Activity Center in Mon-
goose Junction. Tickets are $100 
in advance and $110 at the door. 
Hospitality employees with valid 
health cards will enjoy a discount-
ed rate of $75 for tickets.

The night will also feature an 
exciting silent auction. Partici-
pants will have the chance to bid 
on items ranging from gift certifi-
cates to local restaurants, jewelry, 
hotels stays, boat trips and more.

Along with Munro, Rotary 
members Gary David and Alice 
Krall are also helping to organize 
this year’s Flavors.

Don’t miss Flavors and the 
opportunity to taste some of the 
best chefs on St. John cooking all 
in one place while sipping wines 
from across the globe and dancing 
to great local music on Saturday 
night, November 23, at Westin 
Resort and Villas.

To register for the event or for 
more information email Munro at 
munrosvi@gmail.com.
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Get a Taste of St. John at 13th Annual 
Flavors Fundraising Event on Nov. 23

Open Sat. 8 a.m. to noon,  Mon. & Thurs. 7:30 a.m. to noon, at 
Gifft Hill & Centerline, across from the Transfer Station

SOON COME!
Big news about the future of IGBA, and our “greening” of 
one of the biggest facets of St. John’s tourism industry.

Stay tuned!

Help us purchase a glass crusher by donating at 

http://www.razoo.com/story/
Island-Green-Building-Association

60,000 THANKS
Glass crushing/recycling coming to 

St. John with your help!

Island 
solar V.I.

300-watt panels•	
300-watt inverters•	
SunDrum solar hot water systems•	
Battery stand-alone systems•	
Energy audits•	
Diesel generators•	
Conventional solar hot water •	
systems
Power management systems•	

“Off-grid living for over 12 years on Lovango Cay.”
Dan Boyd

t: 340-626-9685 e: islandsolarvi@gmail.com
We	are	an	Authorized	V.I.	Energy	Office	Dealer	•	Licensed	&	Insured

Grid-Tie Systems
as low as $3.50 per watt 

includes	shipping,	permits	and	
hookup.	No	hidden	costs.

Say No To WaPa

Car in Coral Bay Harbor

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jason Siska

A car slid over the stone embankment lining Coral 
Bay harbor and rolled over, landing upright in the 
water Wednesday morning, October 23. Despite the 
driver’s attempt to start the vehicle in the water, it had 
to be towed to safety. The driver was not injured. 
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crane

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.

P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com

340-693-8500

Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations

KatiLady - since 1997Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

 Rotary Club of St. John members enjoy the club’s new meeting location at Sun Dog 
Cafe in Mongoose Junction. 

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

“It’s the end of an era,” said 
Rotary Club of St. John Past Pres-
ident Bruce Munro.

Don’t be surprised to see Ro-
tary Club of St. John members 
at Sun Dog Cafe on Wednesday 
afternoons. After meeting at the 
Westin Resort and Villas weekly 
since the group’s inception in 
1999, Rotary started congregating 
at Mongoose Junction’s Sun Dog 
Cafe recently.

The move was prompted by on-
going construction at the Westin, 
explained Munro.

“We used to meet at the beach-
side cafe and right now that is 
under construction,” said Munro. 
“When they reopen the restau-
rant, however, they’ll be serving 
breakfast, lunch and dinner there, 
so we won’t be able to use it then 
either.”

Rotary members are excited 
about the change of their Wednes-
day afternoon meetings, accord-

ing to Munro.
“In the long run this opens up 

more opportunities for us,” he 
said. “We can host cocktail parties 
in the evenings, for example, and 
things like that.”

While Rotary Club of St. John 
no longer meets at the Westin, the 
resort is still a strong supporter of 
the group, Munro added.

“We still work very closely 
with the Westin and we’re hosting 
Flavors there on November 23,” 
he said.

“End of an Era” 
Rotary Club of St. John Now Meets at Sun Dog

St. John Tradewinds
SJSA is looking for volunteers to help with its major fundraiser 

“Broadway Comes to St. John.”  
Do you sew; would you like to help make props and scenery; or 

be a part of the back stage crew?  Please call SJSA at 779-4322 for 
more information on how to get involved. 

SJSA Seeking Volunteers To Help 
With “Broadway Comes to St. John”

St. John Tradewinds
Pottery Barn Kids is looking for beautiful island babies of every 

ethnicity for an on-island photo shoot.
The company is looking for Virgin Islands children between the 

ages of six months and seven years to take part in a photo shoot on 
St. Croix in January. Talent will be paid.

To join the casting call, parents must submit two photos of their 
child — one of which should be a head shot and the other a full 
body photo — to ingrid@ottworks.com. The child must be smiling 
in at least one of the photos. 

Images must be received by November 4 to be considered. Call 
backs will be on Saturday, November 9, on St. John and St. Thom-
as. For more information call (917) 865-7427 or (340) 714-2868.

Pottery Barn Kids Issues Photo Shoot 
Casting Call for Island Children

St. John Tradewinds
IQ Events Group presents “Oneness” a Gospel Explosion bring-

ing together unity n the Virgin Islands with a Performance by six-
time Grammy Award Winner Marvin Sapp on Friday, November 
8, at Ivanna Eudora Kean High School on St. Thomas at 8 p.m.

Sapp is known for gospel hits like “Never Would Have Made 
It,” “The Best In Me,” “Here I Am,” “Don’t Count Me Out” and 
many more inspirational favorites. Special guest performances by 
the “Princess of Gospel” Joy J, Jai Kingston, Derek Tavernier, Sal-
vation Soundz and more. 

Tickets are $35 for general admission and $25 for students. 
Tickets are available online at onenessgospelvi.eventbrite.com or 
on St. John at Connections. Email onenessgospelinfo@gmail.com 
for more information.

Oneness Gospel Concert, Featuring 
Marvin Sapp Set for November 8
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Nyah is a 5-yr-old Rottweiler. She would probably due best 
in a single dog home, nice large yard and without cats. Nyah 
is over 100lbs but is easy to walk.  She is prone to some hip 
issues.  Very sweet and loving

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

A group of St. John athletes 
recently traveled to St. Thomas 
dressed all in white and came back 
shades of pink, blue and green.

The runners represented Love 
City at the first ever color run 
hosted in the territory.

Team Love City, comprised 
of Delene Jewett, Meaghan En-
right, Caylee Beard, Jodie Tanino, 
Sheila Caballero, Jen Service, Mi-
chelle Fage, Gina Wellner, Troy 
Neil, Dana Neil, Lindsay Lowell 
and Danielle Woods, took part in 
V.I. Til I Dye, a 5K color run on 
Saturday morning, October 19, on 
St. Thomas.

The color run was hosted by 
Active Island Tours and Events, 
and scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. 
but didn’t actually get underway 
until 10:45 a.m. 

Color runs are designed to be 
inclusive and fun. They are not 
timed and the events celebrate 
“healthiness, happiness and indi-
viduality,” according to www.th-
ecolorrun.com website.

The colorful events feature run-
ners and walkers getting doused 
in different colored powder at 
each kilometer of the race. Rac-
ers must start wearing white and 
are plastered in color by the time 
they cross the finish line, which 
just adds to the rainbow. The fin-
ish line at a color run features a 
“Finish Festival,” where more 

colored powder is tossed on to 
participants.

The VI color run started at the 
University of the Virgin Islands 
Library and ended at Lindberg 
Bay at Emerald Beach Hotel, 
which hosted an after-party with 
live music and raffles.

While color runs are never 
timed, according to participants 
Team Love City’s Delene Jewett 
was the first woman to cross the 
finish line at Emerald Beach. In 
addition to doing St. John proud, 
Team Love City’s efforts were 
also rewarded with a number of 
raffle prize wins.

The St. John athletes returned 
home covered in different colors 
and bearing gift certificates, a one-
of-a-kind hand painted bottle of 
Absolute Vodka, hats, T-shirts and 
boat trips. 

The day’s luckiest Team Love 
City athlete, however, might 
have been Gina Wellner who won 
the grand prize of two tickets on 
Seaborne Airlines to either Domi-
nica, Guadeloupe or Martinique. 

Well done, Team Love City!

St. John Tradewinds News Photoa

St. John runners got colorful at the Color Run 5K on St. Thomas recently. 

St. John Runners Get colorful at 
“Vi til i dye” 5K Run on St. thomas

Team Love City’s 
Meaghan Enright
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at pickles starting at 11 am
   

     

    

a fundraiser for the coral bay community council
for more information on how to help now

email coralbaybazaar@gmail.com or call nancy at 340.775.0533

buy
local

shop
& ship

St. John Tradewinds
Following lawsuits brought by the Center for Biological Diversity, 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed Endangered Species Act 
protection last week for three rare plants from the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico. 

Egger’s agave, island brittleleaf and Puerto Rico manjack are immi-
nently threatened by land development and have been on a waiting list 
for federal protection since 1980.

“Historic land-use practices drove these species to the brink of ex-
tinction, and federal foot-dragging has allowed them to be nearly wiped 
off the planet,” said the Center for Biological Diversity’s Jaclyn Lopez. 
“The quicker the Service finalizes Endangered Species Act protection, 
the sooner we can start pulling these remarkable plants away from the 
abyss and back toward recovery.”

Egger’s agave and Puerto Rico manjack were first identified as being 
in need of federal protection in 1975. All three plants were put on the 
candidate waiting list for federal protection in 1980. In 2011 the Center 
and the Service reached a landmark settlement requiring final protection 
decisions for all the species on the candidate list by 2016.

Last week’s listing proposal results from that agreement, which has 
already brought protection to more than 100 imperiled plants and ani-
mals across the country.

Egger’s agave (Agave eggersiana) is a stunning, robust, perennial 
herb native only to hillsides and plains in dry, areas of eastern St. Croix. 
It is slow growing and late maturing and has large, tubular flowers. It can 
grow up to 23 feet tall. 

The U.S. Virgin Islands Division of Fish and Wildlife petitioned the 
Service to protect the species in 1996, but it continued to languish on 
the candidate list until, in 2004, the Center filed a lawsuit requiring the 
Service to issue a decision on the plant’s protection. In 2006 the Service 
found that the plant did not warrant protection. The Center challenged 
that determination and in 2009 reached a settlement agreement with the 
Service for a proposed listing rule by 2010.

Island brittleleaf (Gonocalyx concolor) is a small evergreen, and Puer-
to Rico manjack (Varronia rupicola; =Cordia rupicola) is a large shrub; 
both exist only in Puerto Rico. These two plants have been candidates 
for listing since 1980; the Center filed a 2004 petition to the Service to 
get the plants protection.

The Service is expected to finalize protection for the three plants with-
in one year.

Three Rare Caribbean Plants 
Proposed for Endangered 
Species Act Protection

St. John Tradewinds
Ghosts and goblins may not be 

the true threat to trick-or-treaters 
during this year’s Halloween fes-
tivities. 

Possibly tainted candy, use of 
costume materials, and food borne 
illnesses may really be the hazards. 
Halloween can be a time for fun 
and adventure for children, but we 
need to remain diligent that there 
are still some risks associated with 
Halloween activities such as those 
described below or for small chil-
dren accidentally mistaking medi-
cations for treats. Children under 

the age of six continue to be the 
number one victim of accidental 
poisonings. 

Last year, the Florida/USVI 
Poison Information Center - Jack-
sonville received almost 36,000 
human exposure calls, nearly 
17,000 which involved accidental 
ingestions in children under the 
age of six. Between October 29 
and November 2 last year the Help 
Line received almost 700 calls. On 
October 31 alone, there were 135 
calls for help and advice to the 
Poison Center Help Line.

“Parents should be vigilant for 

malicious contamination and tam-
pering of Halloween candy,” said 
Dr. Jay Schauben, director of the 
Florida/USVI Poison Information 
Center - Jacksonville. “Likewise, 
we can decrease the risk to chil-
dren by using non-toxic paints and 
materials for costume design and 
by paying close attention to food/
candy labels to prevent food aller-
gies.”

The following tips can help en-
sure a safe Halloween for every-
one:

- Parents should inspect all 
treats their children bring home 

before any are consumed and 
immediately discard treats with 
puncture holes, tears or signs of 
re-wrapping.

- Feed children dinner before 
they go out or bring along your 
own candy to give your children to 
reduce the urge to snack on treats 
that have not been inspected.

- Be extra careful with toddler’s 
goodies. Avoid choking hazards 
by allowing treats that are age-
appropriate. Be careful with hard 
candy, gum, peanuts and toys with 
small parts.

- Caution children to not chew 

or bite on glow sticks or glow 
jewelry as these products contain 
an irritating chemical which may 
cause pain if it gets in their mouth, 
eyes or throat.

- If using dry ice for decora-
tions, be aware that direct contact 
with the skin or mouth can cause a 
frostbite type injury. Wash imme-
diately with water.

- Wear reflective costumes in 
the dark or carry a flashlight.

- When in doubt, throw it out!
The Poison Center Help Line, 

1-800-222-1222 is available 24 
hours.

Halloween Safety Tips: “When in doubt, throw it out”
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Canines, Cats & Critters
Our new location is 2.5 miles out of  Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

boarding        grooming        fish
tel: 693-7780  l  email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com

full Veterinary serVices

  

 

Service	  
New	  Accounts	  

System	  Upgrades	  
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Villas	  
Home	  Entertainment	  

Systems	  
340	  779	  4001	  

 
 

Service	  -‐	  New	  Accounts	  -‐	  System	  Upgrades	  
Commercial	  Installations	  -‐	  Villas	  -‐	  Home	  Entertainment	  

FCC	  Licensed	  
340	  779	  4001	  

sloopjones@sloopjones.com	  

www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography

Yelena Rogers Photography

PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831

340-774-4027    603-401-4757

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Over the past five years,  Using 
Sport for Social Change’s signature 
free event Just Play Day has drawn 
hundreds of St. John students to 
the Winston Wells ball field for a 
day of friendly competition.

Hosted annually on Columbus 
Day, the Just Play Day has chil-
dren between the ages of 5 and 17 
take part in stations ranging from 
football toss to 50 yard dash. Each 
of the skills tests is designed to en-
gage the studetns in the sport and 
with each other in a positive com-
petition.

The free event is the brainchild 
of Using Sport for Social Change 
(USFSC) founder Dean Doeling, 
who was inspired to create the 
non-profit after vacationing on St. 
John and watching several chil-
dren in Cruz Bay kicking a lone 
deflated soccer ball in the Winston 
Wells ball field.

With that vision in mind, Doe-
ling returned home to Oregon, 
where he works as a graphic de-
signer for Nike, and launched 
USFSC. With a mission to im-
prove sports and access to sports 
equipment on St. John, Doeling 
drew support from teachers, par-
ents and volunteers on St. John 
who have helped USFSC donate 

hundreds of balls to local schools 
as well the Department of Sports, 
Parks and Recreation, in addition 
to host the annual Just Play Day.

Now each year on Columbus 
Day, instead of kicking around a 
deflated soccer ball, St. John stu-
dents can be seen in Winston Wells 
ball field enjoying sports of all 
kinds with brand new equipment.

This year’s Just Play Day was 

on Monday, October 14, and drew 
a record number of students, ex-
plained Doeling.

“The event was a huge success,” 
said Doeling. “Quite frankly the 
highlight of the event each year for 
me is seeing the kids when we first 
start. We begin with the National 
Anthem and the VI March and you 
se all the kids standing there with 
their T-shirts, water bottles and bib 

numbers on and I just think, ‘Here 
we go again; we’re going to get 
these kids dirty, tired and happy 
today.’”

While not many children reg-
ister early for the event, Just Play 
Day has consistently drawn about 
150  participants each year and 
officials were expecting the same 
again this year, explained Doe-
ling.

“We’ve always had about 150 
kids and 75 volunteers although 
we typically only get about 50 
kids signed up in advance,” said 
the USFSC founder. “But we 
know based on numbers from pre-
vious years to expect more. But 
this year we had about 200 kids 
and we weren’t prepared for that 
number.”

USFSC officials encourage par-
ents to register their children ear-
ly in order to have the necessary 
number of T-shirts, water bottles, 
trophies and bib numbers, which 
must be ordered in advance, Doe-
ling explained.

“This year we had about 200 
participants and about 75 volun-
teers, which is phenomenal, but it 
was rough logistically at times,” 
he said. “We are going to really try 
to get people to register well ahead 
of time so we can be sure to have 
enough water bottles and bib num-
bers for the kids.”

Although some of the children 
who registered late didn’t receive 
a Just Play Day T-shirt, Doeling 
welcomed everyone to take part in 
the day’s activities, he added.

“We welcomed everyone to 
join; we never turn kids away,” 
said Doeling. “But we just couldn’t 
get them the water bottles and T-

Fifth Annual Just Play Day Draws Largest Crowd 
to Date and Officials Are Ready To Expand Event

St. John Tradewinds News Photoa

Just Play Day participants practice their football toss skills at Winston Wells ball field. 

Continued on Back Page
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St. John Tradewinds
The  St. Thomas/St. John Cham-

ber of Commerce 2013 Business 
Showcase  will be on Friday, No-
vember 8, and Saturday, Novem-
ber 9,  at the  Mark Marin Center 
at Antilles School.  

The event will be from 4 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, November 8, and 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, November 9.

Chamber members last week 
encouraged all members of the 
community to think “local.”  

“Supporting local businesses 

helps to improve the economy,” 
said Joe Aubain, Chamber Execu-
tive Director. “Supporting local 
businesses means we are help-
ing to keep more money in our 
community, helping to create and 
sustain local job growth, creating 
a better community for all resi-
dents and improving our quality 
of life.”

The November networking 
event will provide an excellent 
opportunity for businesses to 
foster new relationships, build 
business leads and gain a better 

knowledge of networking groups 
and businesses that partner with 
the chamber.

At the 2013 Business Expo, 
consumers can do one-stop-shop-
ping as well as learn about mem-
bers and the products and services 
they offer. The 2013 Business 
Showcase will be headlined by 
a special Business After Hours  
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Friday, No-
vember 8, hosted by Banco Popu-
lar at the MCM Center. 

To date, businesses showcasing 
include: Banco Popular, AT&T, 

Scotiabank, Pro Solar, Crowley 
Caribbean Services, The Shoe 
Tree, Inscriptions, Share the 
Dream, Too!  Real Estate, Broad-
band, VI, Forever Flowers, VI 
Department of Labor, The Pearl 
Lady, Sheryl’s Diamond Delight, 
Consumer Credit Counseling 
Services of Puerto Rico, Inc., 
Humane Society of St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands Coffee Roasters, 
Firstbank Virgin Islands, and 
VINGN (Virgin Islands Next 
Generation Network). The show-
case will also feature a Farmers 

Market on Saturday, November 9, 
starting at 8 a.m.

There is no charge for entry 
into the event and the public is 
encouraged to take advantage of 
having so many businesses under 
one roof.  Attendees will have the 
opportunity to win one of several 
gift certificates by spinning the 
“Wheel of Fortune.”

Businesses that would like to 
register or find out more about the 
2013 Business Showcase should 
call the chamber office at 776-
0100.

St. John Tradewinds
 Department of Planning and Natural Resources 

Commissioner Alicia Barnes last week announced the 
establishment of approved rules and regulations as 
well as appropriate procedures to inform the public of 
the Visit-able Housing Design and Incentive Program 
which began October 1, through DPNR’s Building 
Permit Office.

Act # 7320 also known as the Visit-able Housing 
Design and Incentive Program (Title 29, Chap. Sub 
chap. II) was passed by the V.I. Legislature and signed 
by Governor John deJongh in 2011.  

The legislation gives property tax incentives to Vir-
gin Islanders who volunteer to make their newly con-
structed or renovated home accessible through permit-
ting regulations established by DPNR.

Through its permitting process, DPNR will guide 
an applicant through the rules and regulations for se-
curing a Certificate of Visit-ability upon successful 
completion of the requirements of the law. The Cer-
tificate of Visit-ability will enable the homeowner to 
receive a 20 percent tax deduction on their property 
tax for 10 years.

Applicants for certification through the Visit-able 
Housing Design and Incentive Program must file a 
Certificate of Intent with the DPNR’s Division of 
Building Permits. 

The building permit process protects the owner’s 
interest and those of the community at large and helps 
to ensure that any structural installation or alteration 
change is safe. In order to expedite your building per-
mit request, a complete application is needed.

For more information on the Visit-able Housing 
Design and Incentive Program, contact the Division of 
Building Permits on St. Thomas at (340) 774-3320. 

dPNR implements 
Visit-able Housing 

design and 
incentive Program

UVI Little Theater Staging “Bus Stop: 
with Caribbean Seasoning” this November

St. John Tradewinds
William Inge’s classic American comedy-drama “Bus 

Stop,” a smash Broadway hit and memorable Marilyn 
Monroe movie, takes a Caribbean detour to UVI’s Little 
Theatre on the St. Thomas Campus, with productions set 
for November 1 to 3, and 8 to 10.

Originally set in Kansas City in a snowstorm, this new 
version, “Bus Stop: With Caribbean Seasonings”  was adapt-
ed by UVI Playwright in Residence Dr. Doug Larche. 

It is set in Puerto Rico in a hurricane. Five characters 
find themselves marooned overnight with three locals at La 
Cantina de Grácia, between San Juan and Fajardo. The play 
offers love scenes, a fistfight, a talent show, an abduction 
and a little music, along with the hurricane. 

More than a host of UVI students, alumni, faculty, staff 
and friends are involved in the production. The characters 
hail from Puerto Rico, Dominica, Peru and West Texas. 

The show is also directed by Dr. Larche, who recently 
returned from a year-long leave of absence at Yeungnam 
University in South Korea. UVI staff member Carey Galdo 
is associate producer. Josie Brannon and Nicole Moore are 
student assistant directors. Guest technical artist and former 
Little Theatre tech director Doug Salisbury and UVI senior 
Jae Knight serve as design and technical artists and consul-
tants. Former Little Theatre director Dr. Rosary Harper is 

the lead costume consultant, and UVI student Josie Bran-
non serves as stage manager. 

Student crew heads include Shamari Skelton and Jaleel 
Drigo as lead carpenters, Nicole Moore for sound, Keturah 
Bethel for publicity, Kareme Joseph for costumes, Renée 
Williams for makeup and hair, and Matthew Eastman for 
lighting. Crew members include Amber Clarke, Avril Paul, 
Deeno Cumberbatch, Najuma Dunn, Sharlene Joseph, 
Shamira Henley and the students of the UVI Introduction 
to Theatre class.

The production of “Bus Stop with Caribbean Seasoning” 
marks the official re-opening of the UVI Little Theatre as 
a safe and accessible classroom and black box performing 
arts facility. 

Tickets are $5 for students of all kinds and ages, and $10 
for adults. They can be purchased from the Humanities Of-
fice on UVI’s St. Thomas Campus or at the door. Seating is 
extremely limited. The Friday and Saturday evening shows 
begin precisely at 7:30 p.m. and the Sunday matinees begin 
precisely at 2 p.m. Patrons who arrive after curtain will be 
allowed to enter at the end of Act I, which is approximately 
thirty minutes into the show. 

For more information contact Larche at (340) 693-1341 
or 626-8815, or email dlarcheuk@yahoo.com or dlarche@
uvi.edu.  

St. John Tradewinds
On Saturday, November 2, 2013, 

the Reichhold Center for the Arts will 
feature “Invincible: A Glorious Trib-
ute to the King of Pop.” 

Considered the best live tribute to 
Michael Jackson from Las Vegas to 
Paris, Invincible pays homage to the 
King of Pop’s entire career. Approved 
by Jackson himself, Invincible is full 
of precision dance routines, brilliant 
costumes, special effects, live vocals 

and even a band. 
That seal of approval is what makes 

MJ Invincible an once-in-a-lifetime 
experience that will be remembered 
for years to come. Invincible is the 
first performance in the Reichhold’s 
Family Series for the 2013-2014 sea-
son and tickets start at $15 and are on 
sale now.

In keeping with Reichhold’s com-
mitment to providing local children 
with hands-on experiences in the arts, 

Reichhold’s Arts in Education Pro-
gram in partnership with the VI Coun-
cil on the Arts will host a “Dance Like 
MJ” workshop on November 1 at Tutu 
Park Mall. 

For more information on Invin-
cible or the Tutu Park Mall workshop 
please contact Ian Turnbull at Reich-
hold Center for the Arts at ian.turn-
bull@uvi.edu or (340) 693-1554. To 
purchase tickets contact the Reichhold 
Box Office at 693-1559.

“Invincible: A Glorious Tribute to the King of Pop” Nov. 2
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Enjoy Unparalleled Privacy and Stunning Views 
from Cinnamon Ridge

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Perched on a full 1.17 acre lot, 
Cinnamon Ridge offers unparal-
leled privacy and stunning views 
of the pristine coastline of Love 
City’s north shore.

The five bedroom, five and a 
half bath villa has some of the best 
neighbors around and is for sale 
for $4.6 million, explained Holi-
day Homes broker/owner Christie 
O’Neil.

“The best feature about Cin-
namon Ridge is that it is bounded 
on two sides by V.I. National Park 
property,” said O’Neil. “The home 
is on an extremely private, large 
and gated estate.”

Cinnamon Ridge is nestled on 
the island’s famed North Shore 
amid the V.I. National Park which 

means those jaw-dropping views 
of the alabaster coastline, as well as 
the uninhabited off-shore cays and 
British Virgin Islands which dot 
the horizon, will never change.

“The views of the north shore 
beaches and the BVIs are extraor-
dinary,” said O’Neil.

The home’s north shore site also 
means those white sandy shore-
lines at Cinnamon Bay as well as 
Jumbie Bay, Maho Bay and more, 
are all just a few minutes away, 
O’Neil added.

“It’s all about location, location, 
location at Cinnamon Ridge,” said 
the Holiday Homes broker/own-
er. “It’s only a very short drive 
down from the home to Cinnamon 
Beach and the other north shore 
beaches.”

Take in the best of Caribbean 

living at Cinnamon Ridge. Enjoy 
sunsets on one of the spacious 
decks which have recently been 
upgraded.

“Cinnamon Ridge has brand new, 
expansive tiled decks that are made 
from corral stone,” said O’Neil.  
“The stone stays cool even on su-
per hot days.”

It will be difficult to pull your-
self away from the large free-form 
pool which boasts a calming, cas-
cading waterfall feature and even 
a quaint bridge. Cinnamon Ridge 
also features a hot tub, the perfect 
place from which to star gaze on a 
cool, breezy, tropical evening.

Inside Cinnamon Ridge find 
a generous great room, a large 
kitchen and nearby covered out-
door dining space. With five bed-
rooms, each of which boasts an en 

St. John Tradewinds News Photos

Soak up views of the North Shore and BVIs or just enjoy the designer pool at Cinnamon 
Ridge.

suite bath, Cinnamon Ridge is the 
perfect place for large groups, ex-
plained O’Neil. 

“The five bedrooms and five 
and a half baths make Cinnamon 
Ridge perfect for larger groups or 
families with multiple generations 

or staff,” she said. “The home 
would also function great as a cor-
porate retreat.”

For more information on Cinna-
mon Ridge, call O’Neil at Holiday 
Homes at (340) 774-8088 or on 
her cell phone at (340) 998-7451.
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Crossword Answers — Puzzle on Page 20

NexT DeADliNe:
THursDAy, OCT. 31st

2012
Homicides: 1

Shootings: 1

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 1

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 3

2nd Degree Burglaries: 3

3rd Degree Burglaries: 40

Grand Larcenies: 72

Rapes: 1 

2013-TO-DATe
Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 1

2nd Degree Burglaries: 1

3rd Degree Burglaries: 23

Grand Larcenies: 60

Rapes: 1

Letter To St. John Tradewinds

A few weeks ago there was an story in the paper 
about WICO considering constructing another cruise 
ship dock in the middle of Charlotte Amalie harbor.   

How about if we told the leaders of this community 
that this is paradise and we are tired to them selling it 
to the lowest bidder?

We could have the most expensive cruise ships 
in our harbor instead of the cheapest. Our roads are 
filled with these people who cannot afford anything 
more that a T-shirt and a ride on a safari bus. This is 
insane. 

We have world-class diving, fishing, sailing, a na-
tional park and beaches that always end up in the top 
10 in the Caribbean. Why are our leaders constantly 
abusing this community and us with their short sight-
edness? 

With very little effort we could clean this place up 
and sell top quality vacations instead of mediocre vis-

its by people who cannot afford any better.
St. Croix could be the capitol of organic farming, 

St. Thomas and St. John could be first class vacation 
destinations. Why are we constantly trying to fix the 
past rather than plan for the future? 

Is it the brain drain? All the best and brightest go 
to the states to go to school and never come back, 
because it is so dysfunctional? 

We have been getting better in a lot of ways, but 
it is time to make a leap. Senators, it is not hard ,just 
raise your standards a little. Help the kids that stay 
here learn to do what they want to do well, stop giving 
out freebies to get votes. 

I know, I know it’s a lot easier. But look at the 
future and what this community can be if we have 
leaders who want to make a positive difference to the 
whole community and all the people who live here.  

Greg miller

leaders Abuse Community with short sightedness

St. John Tradewinds
Department of Health Commissioner Darice 

Plaskett last week expressed her disappointment 
with the continued efforts to malign the reputation 
of VI Emergency Medical Services. 

“While EMS has its challenges, there have been 
significant changes implemented to promote a bet-
ter working environment for the emergency medi-
cal technicians in the St. Thomas/St. John district 
while enhancing both professional development 
and efficiency in the field,” said Plaskett. “David 
Sweeney, an experienced EMS Coordinator and 
Paramedic was appointed to the position of EMS 
Territorial Coordinator to ensure equivalence in 
the quality of services between the two districts 
and strengthen the management, accountability 
and oversight of both districts.”

There are disgruntled EMS employees, former 
and present, that are on a course of determination 
to destroy the reputation of EMS and erode the 
public’s trust in this component of the territory’s 
health care delivery system, explained David 
Sweeney, EMS Coordinator.

“I am at a loss to understand the Virgin Islands 
Daily News’ failure to recognize the destructive 
intent of these individuals and to realize that their 
manipulation of the press is resulting in a detri-
mental impact on the public’s confidence in EMS 
— all despite the hard work and resources that 
are being invested to improve emergency medi-
cal services to the people of the Virgin Islands,” 
Sweeney said.

There are currently three primary ambulances 
and three secondary ambulances that serve as back 

up response units in service. Five ambulances are 
out of service for repairs or inspection in the St. 
Thomas/St. John district. 

“Plans are in place to arrange for the out-of-ser-
vice ambulances to be transferred to the district of 
St. Croix for repairs due to difficulties experienced 
by the ambulance manufacturer and dealer in hav-
ing the units repaired in a timely and expeditious 
manner,” said Sweeney.

The ambulance that was taken out of service on 
Sunday, October 20, was not on a call at the time 
the two emergency medical technicians on board 
smelled smoke. They pulled the ambulance off the 
main road, notified 911 and VI Fire Services was 
dispatched, according to Sweeney. 

There were no reports of a fire or smoke noted 
by the VI Fire Services upon their arrival to the 
location where the vehicle was parked. The ambu-
lance was analyzed by a mechanic over two days 
who reached the conclusion that a faulty com-
ponent in the unit’s air conditioning system was 
the cause of the odor. The sidelined ambulance is 
scheduled for repairs this week. 

At no time was the St. Thomas/St. John dis-
trict without ambulances to respond to emergency 
calls given the number of primary units and back 
up units that are in a go ready position, explained 
Plaskett.

Plaskett will continue to work with Sweeney 
and the leadership of Emergency Medical Services 
territory-wide to strengthen oversight and with the 
hard working EMS personnel, ensure professional, 
reliable, quality emergency medical services to the 
community during its time of need, she added.

dOH commissioner denounces Efforts 
to malign Emergency medical Services
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Memorial Service

Island notes from the publisher
Deepest sympathy to the O’Connell family during this time of loss and sadness.

– MN

It is with great sadness that we tell you of the loss 
of our Son, CJ. Our son, Abby’s husband, Olivia’s fa-
ther, Annie and Kevin’s brother, a nephew and cousin 
to many and equally as important, a beloved resident 
of St John. He was a friend and neighbor to all, and 
will always be a cherished part of the Soggy Dollar 
Family.

As you may know, CJ had an autoimmune dis-
ease which he couragously dealt with over the last 
18 months. CJ contracted a streptococcal infection 
caused by Streptococcus pyogenes. He died on Octo-
ber 22, 2013, of complications caused by this infec-
tion. This is the same infection that took the life of 
Jim Hensen.

CJ’s struggle is over. He rests in peace. Our strug-
gle with his loss will be an on-going, every-day en-

deavor and the reason that we write this note to all of 
you is knowing we will feel the “blanket of comfort 
and love” each day as we all heal together.

We will be celebrating CJ’s life in two locations. 
On Saturday November 2, 2013, at 11 a.m. at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel in St. John, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, and on Saturday, November 23, 2013, at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church in Potomac, Maryland. De-
tails will follow.

In lieu of flowers donations in CJ’s memory can be 
sent to St. Joseph’s University Athletics to benefit the 
golf program. St. Joseph’s University Athletics , 5600 
City Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19134. 

– tish, Jerry, Abby, Olivia, 
Annie and Kevin O’connell

Island Green Building Association

 

CJ O’Connell

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of the O’Connell Family

CJ O’Connell with his wife Abby and their daughter Olivia.
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Baha’i community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 

776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany moravian church 
Divine Worship 10 a.m., except second Sundays start at 9 a.m., 776-6291

calvary Baptist church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

christian ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

christian Science Society 
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace 

Wednesday Testimonials 
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month

church of Jesus christ 
of latter-day Saints 

 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

cruz Bay Baptist church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus moravian church 
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713

Freshwater church
Sunday Service 10 a.m; Monday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Thursday Women’s Bible Study 9 a.m.
Saturday Men’s Bible Study 10 a.m.

Follow us on Facebook for Locations or call (340) 514-6578

Jehovah’s witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 
340-715-053

missionary Baptist church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth lutheran church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 

776-6731 

Our lady of mount carmel
Saturdays 6 p.m.; Sundays 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Tuesdays and Fridays at 7 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 a.m.

776-6339

St. John methodist church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

Seventh day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

St. John Pentecostal church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230

St. ursula’s Episcopal church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.

Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306

unitarian universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

Church Directory

Seaborne Airlines Launches Service to Dominican Republic
St. John Tradewinds

Seaborne Airlines announced last week that it will 
launch a new route from Luis Muñoz Marín Interna-
tional Airport in San Juan Puerto Rico (SJU) non-stop 
to La Romana International Airport in La Romana 
Dominican Republic (LRM). 

Beginning Thursday, December 12, the flights will 
initially operate Thursday and Sunday, then on March 
15, 2014 will operate seven days per week. 

La Romana, the home of the world-famous Casa 
de Campo resort and villas is one of the most favored 
vacation destinations to discerning travelers the 
world over, due to the beautiful beaches, renowned 
golf courses and the romance of the adjoining Ital-
ian-inspired village Altos de Chavon, the Tuscany of 
the Caribbean. “Teeth of the Dog”, one of three golf 
courses at the resort designed by World Golf Hall of 
Famer, Pete Dye, has “bitten” some of the world’s 
best golfers with its toss-in trade winds, devilish dog-
legs and the “seven holes created by God.”

And whether for local Puerto Rican visitors or cus-
tomers from the states connecting to or from connect 
partner American Airlines at SJU, Seaborne’s 1:15 
p.m. departure with a 3:15 p.m. return from La Ro-
mana makes getting there a lot easier. 

Seaborne will operate a roomy 34-seat Saab with 
two pilots, a flight attendant and in-flight service on 
the route.

To commemorate the launch of this exciting new 
destination, Seaborne is offering fares as low as $129 
one way, with taxes included for travel. Bookings 
must be made by November 30 for travel by March 
6, 2014. 

Flights can be reserved via SeaborneAirlines.com, 
Expedia, Travelocity or through your local travel 
agency.

“Seaborne is delighted to be bringing the on-time, 
service we are becoming known for to the Dominican 
Republic” said Gary Foss, Seaborne’s president and 
chief executive officer. “La Romana is the first of a 
number of markets that Seaborne plans to serve in the 
Dominican Republic, and the 12th airport Seaborne 
serves as we continue expansion throughout the Ca-
ribbean”.

“We are very pleased with Seaborne Airlines’ an-
nouncement of a new San Juan and La Romana route,” 
said Alejandro Garcia Padilla, Governor of Puerto 
Rico. “Improving air access is a key component to 
increasing passenger visits to Puerto Rico from the 
current 8.5 million to 10 million annual visits within 
the next five years. Furthermore, we are excited to 
be increasing air traffic with the Dominican Republic 
as we look forward to strengthening commercial ties 
with our neighbors.”

Seaborne Airlines has been operating in the Ca-
ribbean for over 20 years. With over 1,700 monthly 
departures to twelve destinations on both airport and 
seaplane routes, Seaborne serves San Juan’s Luis Mu-
noz Marin International Airport, Vieques, St. Thomas 
airport and seaplane bases, St. Croix airport and sea-
plane bases, Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Dominica, Marti-
nique and Guadeloupe and now La Romana.

St. John Tradewinds
Members of the 3oth Legislature will convene on 

November 4 to  consider an agreement to help facili-
tate the sale of the HOVENSA refinery.

Senate President Shawn- Michael Malone wrote 
to Governor John deJongh Wednesday, October 23, 
informing him of the body’s decision.

“As per your request the proposal was placed on 
the October 23 Legislative Session agenda,” Malone 
wrote. “However, after deliberation a majority of my 
colleagues decided to remove the proposal given the 
lack of adequate time to prepare and produce the req-
uisite legal analysis and post audit report.” 

More information needed to be provided by the ad-
ministration to include the Interim Proposal to which 
the agreement refers, Malone explained.

 “The draft agreement references the so-called In-

terim Proposal, but no one has been given a copy,” he 
said. “We can’t operate like that.”

Malone also asked the governor to insert changes 
requested by the senators into the actual HOVENSA 
agreement and that his office resubmit it to the Legis-
lature as a revised agreement. The bill sent to senators 
this week contained an addendum addressing some 
of the body’s concerns, however none of the issues 
to be addressed were actually incorporated into the 
agreement itself.

Senators adopted a resolution September 30 that 
detailed their concerns with the original agreement, 
which was rejected on August 7. 

“We need ironclad protections for the people of 
this territory and we are not confident that the simple 
inclusion of ‘clarifying language’ is adequate,” Ma-
lone said.  

Legislature Considering Hovensa Agreement Nov. 4
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More than 90 percent of 
U.S.-grown corn, soybeans, 
cotton, sugar beets and 
canola are derived from 
seeds genetically engineered 
by Monsanto and other 
companies to resist pests. 
Some safe food advocates 
believe that, instead of 
reducing the use of pesticides 
and herbicides, GE seeds 
are having the opposite effect 
in what has become a race 
to keep faster and faster 
developing “superweeds” and 
“superbugs” at bay.
Photo credit: iStock Senate Approves Bill 

Extending Time for Military 
and Overseas Voters

Virgin islands soldier Dies in Kuwait

Understanding the Monsanto Act

dear Earthtalk: 
What is the “Monsanto Protec-

tion Act” and why are environ-
mentalists so upset about it? 
   

Rita Redstone
milwaukee, wi

The so-called Monsanto Pro-
tection Act is actually a provision 
(officially known as Section 735) 
within a recently passed Congres-
sional spending bill, H.R. 933, 
which exempts biotech companies 
from litigation in regard to the 
making, selling and distribution of 
genetically engineered (GE) seeds 
and plants.

President Obama signed the bill 
and its controversial rider into law 
in March 2013 much to the dismay 
of environmentalists. It means that 
Monsanto and other companies 
that supply the majority of the na-
tion’s crop seeds can continue to 
produce GE products regardless of 
any potential court orders stating 
otherwise. 

Opponents of GE foods believe 
that giving such companies a free 
reign over the production of such 
potentially dangerous organisms 
regardless of judicial challenge is 
a bad idea — especially given how 
little we still know about the bio-
logical and ecological implications 
of widespread use of GE crops. 

Today more than 90 percent of 
the corn, soybeans, cotton, sugar 

beets and canola planted in the 
U.S. is derived from seeds geneti-
cally engineered by Monsanto and 
other companies to resist pests and 
thus increase yields. 

Aviva Shen of the Think-
Progress blog recently reported 
that, instead of reducing farmers’ 
use of toxic pesticides and herbi-
cides, GE seeds are having the op-
posite effect in what has become 
a race to keep faster and faster 
developing “superweeds” and “su-
perbugs” at bay. 

With Congress and the White 
House refusing to regulate GE 
crops, the court system has re-
mained a last line of defense for 
those fighting the widespread 
adoption of genetic engineering — 
until now, that is, thanks to H.R. 
933.

Monsanto isn’t the only seed 
company heavy into genetic en-
gineering, but it is the biggest and 
most well-known and spends mil-
lions of dollars each year on lob-
byists to keep it that way. 

Critics point out that the com-
pany has spent decades stacking 
government agencies with its ex-
ecutives and directors. 

“Monsanto’s board members 
have worked for the EPA, advised 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and served on President Obama’s 
Advisory Committee for Trade 
Policy and Negotiations,” reported 
the group Food & Water Watch. 

“The prevalence of Monsanto’s 
directors in these highly influential 
positions begs a closer look at how 
they’re able to push the pro-GE 
agenda within the government and 
influence public opinion.”

“The judicial review process is 
an essential element of U.S law 
and serves as a vital check on any 
Federal Agency decision that may 
negatively impact human health, 
the environment or livelihoods,” 
reported Food Democracy Now! 
“Yet this provision seeks an end-
run around such judicial review 
by preemptively deciding that in-
dustry can set its own conditions 
to continue to sell biotech seeds, 
even if a court may find them to 
have been wrongfully approved.”

Another concern of safe food 
advocates now is getting the gov-
ernment to require food makers to 
list GE ingredients clearly on prod-
uct labels so consumers can make 
informed choices accordingly. 

“Not only is [GE] labeling a 
reasonable and common sense so-
lution to the continued controversy 
that corporations like Monsanto, 
DuPont and Dow Chemical have 
created by subverting our basic 
democratic rights,” added Food 
Democracy Now!, “but it is a ba-
sic right that citizens in 62 other 
countries around the world already 
enjoy, including Europe, Russia, 
China, India, South Africa and 
Saudi Arabia.”

St. John Tradewinds
A legislative session, chaired by Senate President Shawn-Mi-

chael Malone, convened Wednesday, October 23, at the Earl B. 
Ottley Legislative Hall where the Senate approved Bill No. 30-
0272 — an act to change the date of the primary election to be in 
compliance with the Military and Overseas Voters Empowerment 
act and for other related purposes — with a vote of 15 Yeas.

The Committee of the Whole also met to hear testimony on 
legislation pertaining to election reform. While the law says voters 
have the right to cast their votes using paper ballots or an elec-
tronic voting machine, only paper ballots are currently available 
in the territory, explained Senator Alicia Hansen.

“Everyone this election will be required to vote by paper bal-
lot,” said Hansen. 

People are under the impression that there is a choice between 
electronic and paper ballots, Hansen explained.

“This is not the case,” she said.
Currently voters are able to cast their votes by filling out a paper 

ballot which is inserted into a scanner. This voting system, known 
as a tabulator, then counts the votes. 

The Board of Elections is able to self-regulate how they define 
“electronic voting machine,” according to Virgin Islands law. The 
law specifies, however that voting systems and scanners, includ-
ing tabulators, do not qualify as voting machines.

Senators Diane Capehart, Kenneth Gittens, Alicia Hansen and 
Myron Jackson were especially disturbed as it came to light that 
residents were not allowed to exercise their federal right to choose 
how to vote. These senators urged Caroline Fawkes, Supervisor of 
the Election System of the Virgin Islands, to take action.

All senators were present. Other items on the agenda included:
Approved — Bill No. 30-0274 - an act ratifying  the Amend-

ment to the Lease agreement between the Government of the Vir-
gin Islands and Coral World, Inc, and Major Coastal Zone Permit 
No. CTZ-12-12

Approved — Bill No. 30-0275 - an act providing appropriations 
to the Department of Public Works for capital improvements, road 
repair and sewage maintenance; and the Waste Management Au-
thority for a trash recycling center and sewage system maintenance 
on St. John from the St. John Capital Improvement Fund during 
the Fiscal Year October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014.

Postponed — Bill No. 30-0273—An Act ratifying the “Fourth 
Amendment Agreement” between the Government of the Virgin 
Islands, HOVENSA, LLC Hess Oil Virgin Islands Corporation, 
and PDSVA, V.I., Inc. and related clarifications thereto.

St. John Tradewinds
Over the weekend, Governor 

John deJongh offered the condo-
lences of the people of the Virgin 
Islands to the family and friends 
of Sgt. Lyle Dervin Turnbull who 
died in Kuwait at the end of last 
week from an apparent medical 
condition. 

Turnbull was a member of the 
Charlotte Amalie High School 
Class of 2000.

“There is a great sense of loss 
each time we learn of the death 
of a Virgin Islands solider. Sgt. 
Turnbull had been deployed to 
Kuwait as part of the ongoing 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
military assignment,” said de-
Jongh. “Our prayers are with his 
wife and children, his parents, 
his extended family, his fellow 
soldiers and friends during this 
time of bereavement.”
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Accommodations
caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

island Getaways
888-693-7676, 
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Suite St. John Villas/condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

A/C & Refrigeration
Dr. Cool | St. John 693-9071
A/C Refrigeration and Appliances
Mitsubishi A/C Diamond Dealer
Sub-Zero, Wolf, Bosch, Viking

Architecture
crane, Robert - Architect, AiA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Banking
Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

Scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI 
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552

Green Building
island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar 
Series info and ReSource Depot 
inventory

Insurance
PGu insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com

theodore tunick & company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
R&i PAttON goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
Alfredo’s landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

coral Bay Garden center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Real Estate
debbie Hayes, GRi
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com

Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Fish trap Restaurant
and Seafood market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

la tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

Skinny legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services
c4th custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

island Solar
"Off the Grid Living for 10 Years" 
tel. 340-642-0531

Wedding Services
weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel 
Coordination, Accommodations 

st. John Tradewinds
business directory

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Jaime Elliott 
 

John Gill, Deputy Superintendent of Boston EMS, demonstrates skills, above, as 
participants practice, below. 

Collaboration Among Agencies Is Key 
for First Responders in Event of Mass Disaster

With so many different agencies working together 
at the recent training session, collaboration has al-
ready begun, explained Gill.

“But it has to continue,” he said. “I think the best 
thing here would be for someone to be motivated 
and committed to getting all of these responders to-
gether. Each group needs to do their own training of 
course.” 

“But in the event of  a larger scale incident, they 
need to train together as well,” said Gill. “You have to 
have everyone on the same page.”

Planning is key in the event of a mass disaster, Gill 

explained.
“If you plan for a mass casualty incident and you 

train for a mass casualty incident, when it does hap-
pen you are better prepared to handle it,” said Gill. 
“If you don’t prepare and you don’t train and you get 
a major incident it is the difference between chaos as 
opposed to controlled chaos.”

In addition to delivering the opening presentation 
on Friday evening, Gill also led the training session 
on Saturday, October 19. He showed participants 
advanced airway management techniques as well as 
the finer points of hare traction splints for lower limb 
fractures.

Continued from Page 4



St. John Tradewinds, October 28-November 3, 2013    19

St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers empowers 

you to make your neighborhoods 
and businesses safer by report-
ing information while remaining 
totally anonymous. If you know 
something, say something as 
law enforcement needs to know 
what you know. 

St. John
On Saturday, October 12, just 

before midnight, a green four-
door Jeep Cherokee, tag JEN-
447, was left parked in the area 
of the Lime Inn in Cruz Bay. The 
driver returned on Sunday, short-
ly after noon, and discovered the 

vehicle had been stolen. Prior to 
that, at about 6 a.m. the vehicle 
had been found overturned in 
the area of Gift Hill Road with 
no driver present. Tell us what 
you know about this automobile 
theft and subsequent accident.

St. thomas
On Monday, October 14, at 

2:10 a.m., officers were dis-
patched to a call for shots fired 
at Coki Point Beach. Upon ar-
rival, officers discovered that a 
male and female had been shot 
and killed. A second male victim 
was shot in the leg. Help police 
determine who the shooter(s) 

were and why this shooting oc-
curred.

Please continue to work for 
the good of all by telling us 
what you know about these, 
or any other crimes, at www.
CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or by 
calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
You can also text “USVI” plus 
your message to CRIMES 
(274637). 

If your tip leads to an arrest or 
the recovery of stolen property, 
illegal drugs, or weapons, you 
will receive a cash reward to be 
paid according to your instruc-
tions.  

Crime Stoppers U.S. Virgin Islands

Friday, October 18
11:41 a.m. - A citizen c/r a 

possible structure fire in the area 
of Estate Contant. Police assis-
tance.

Saturday, October 19
12:18 a.m. - An employee of 

the Inn at Tamarind Court c/r a 
disturbance at the inn. Distur-
bance of the peace, threats.

5:57 a.m. - A citizen c/r a dis-
turbance at Calabash Boom. Dis-
turbance of the peace.

7:36 a.m. - A citizen c/re-
questing police assistance with a 
landlord/tenant dispute at Estate 
Bethany. Police assistance.

1:38 p.m. - A citizen c/r a fight 
in progress in the area of Wharf-
side Village. Simple assault.

1:38 p.m. - An Estate Caro-
lina resident c/r that someone 
removed items from a vehicle on 
his property. Grand larceny.

5:30 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r/ that someone stole his 
kayak from his property. Grand 
larceny.

7:11 p.m. - A citizen c/r a dis-
turbance in the area of the Cruz 
Bay ferry dock. Disturbance of 
the peace.

Sunday, October 20
12:35 p.m. - A citizen p/r 

that he was assaulted by his ex 
girlfriend in September on St. 
Thomas. Simple assault.

1:10 p.m. - A citizen p/r a 
male having a seizure in the area 
of Frank Powell Park. Police as-
sistance.

11:37 p.m. - A Calabash 
Boom resident c/r a disturbance 
on her property. Disturbance of 
the peace.

monday, October 21
1:20 a.m. - An Estate Contant 

resident p/r that someone tried to 
stab him in the area of the U.S. 
Custom’s parking lot. Assault in 
third.

8:48 a.m. -  A Gifft Hill School 
employee c/r that the school had 
been broken into. Burglary in the 
third.

12:44 p.m. - A citizen p/r that 
the spare tire was stolen off his 
vehicle. Grand larceny.

5:22 p.m. - A visitor from 
New Jersey p/r that someone 
stole the spare tire off his rental 
Jeep while it was parked at Maho 
Bay beach. Grand larceny.

7:31 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident c/r a disturbance at her 
residence with her brother. Dis-
turbance of the peace, D.V.

tuesday, October 22

5:05 p.m. - A citizen c/r that 
someone struck her vehicle 
while it was parked at The Mar-
ketplace. Auto collision.

9:41 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident c/requesting police as-
sistance. Police assistance.

wednesday, October 23
9:15 a.m. - An Estate Carolina 

resident p/r that an unknown in-
dividual stole the engine from his 
Honda Civic while it was parked 
at Varlack’s yard. Grand larceny.

10:29 a.m. - An Estate Spring 
Garden resident c/r that his ve-
hicle slid off the embankment 
and rolled into the water in the 
area of Coral Bay harbor. Auto 
collision.

11:37 a.m. - A citizen c/r that 
his son threatened to do him 
bodily harm. Disturbance of the 
peace, D.V.

1:00 p.m. - A citizen c/re-
questing an escort to go to her 
property in order to avoid any 
problems with her neighbor. Po-
lice assistance.

thursday, October 24
6:20 p.m. - The government 

of the Virgin Islands c/r a dis-
turbance in the area of Wharf-
side Village. Disturbance of the 
peace.

LAND LINE: 911 CELLULAR: 340-776-9110
POLICE DEPT: 340-693-8880 / FIRE: 340-776-6333

St. John Tradewinds
The Coast Guard and U.S. law 

enforcement partners seized 2,546 
pounds of cocaine, a go-fast ves-
sel and detained three suspected 
smugglers, during an at-sea inter-
diction Friday, October 18, in the 
Caribbean Sea south of St. Croix.

The drug shipment is estimated 
to have a wholesale value of more 
than $34 million dollars and the 
Caribbean Corridor Strike Force 
is leading a criminal investigation 
into the case.

The interdiction was a result 
of a multi-agency law enforce-
ment effort in support of the Coast 
Guard’s Operation Unified Re-
solve, the Caribbean Border Inter-
agency Group’s (CBIG) Operation 
Caribbean Guard, and the U.S. 
Department of Justice Caribbean 
Corridor Strike Force (CCSF).

“These arrests and multi-kilo-
gram seizure are a clear indication 
of the success of the Caribbean 
Corridor Strike Force Initiative,” 
said Rosa Emilia Rodríguez-Vélez, 
U.S. Attorney for the District of 
Puerto Rico. “The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and our law enforcement 
counterparts remain committed to 
using every law enforcement tool 
available to attack these criminal 
organizations and ensure that drug 
traffickers and their associates are 
brought to justice for the damage 
they inflict on our communities.”

The crew of a patrolling fixed-
wing HC-144 Ocean Sentry 
maritime patrol aircraft from Air 
Station Miami detected a suspi-

cious 30-foot go-fast vessel late 
Thursday night, October 17. The 
vessel was spotted carrying three 
suspected smugglers and what ap-
peared to be multiple bales of sus-
pected contraband.

Coast Guard watchstanders at 
Sector San Juan diverted a Coast 
Guard 33-foot Special Purpose 
Craft Law Enforcement (SPC-
LE) pursuit boat from Boat Sta-
tion San Juan and the Coast Guard 
Cutter Drummond to interdict the 
suspect vessel.  A Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) marine 
unit also responded upon being 
alerted.

A CBP dash-8 marine surveil-
lance aircraft relieved the Coast 
Guard HC-144 Ocean Sentry 
and vectored in the Coast Guard 
33-foot SPC/LE to interdict the 
go-fast. The suspected smugglers 
became compliant as the Coast 
Guard pursuit boat came along-
side the suspect vessel Friday, Oc-
tober 18.

The crew of the Coast Guard 
SPC-LE pursuit boat proceeded 
to board the suspect vessel, detain 
the three men onboard and seize 
25 bales of suspected contraband.  

Since September 2012, Coast 
Guard alongside CBIG law en-
forcement agencies under Opera-
tion Caribbean Guard have seized 
27,650 kilograms of cocaine, in 
partnership with regional law en-
forcement authorities in the Ca-
ribbean, The wholesale value for 
these seizures is worth more than 
$829 million.

Coast Guard Seizes $34M in Cocaine, 
Detains Three in Caribbean Sea

St. John Tradewinds News Photo 
 

USCG officials confiscated 2,546 pounds of cocaine, 
above, from a go-fast vessel south of St. Croix. 
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

AlcHOlicS ANONymOuS mEEtiNGS
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay 

NARcOticS ANONymOuS mEEtiNGS
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.

Al-ANON mEEtiNGS
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340) 

642-3263

wednesday, October 30
— The next hearing to ad-

dress the subject of reparations, 
and two bills regarding recon-
ciliation and the transformation 
of the Enid Baa Library into a 
revenue-generating entity, will 
be on Wednesday, October 30, 
at 10 a.m. at the Fritz Lawaetz 
Conference Rm on St. Croix.

thursday, October 31
— Free flu shots will be 

available in Coral Bay on 
Thursday, October 31, at the 
Coral Bay Fire Station from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sunday, November 3
— Registration is now open 

for Friends of VI National 
Park’s Paddle the Park. The 
standup paddleboard race is set 
for Sunday November 3 and 
registration closes November 
1. For more information go to 
Friends of VINP’s website at 
www.friendsvinp.org/paddle. 

— All parents are invited to 
the St. John baby boom photo 
and beach picnic at Hawksnest 
Beach on Sunday, November 3, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

monday, November 4
— Members of the 30th Leg-

islature will convene on No-
vember 4 to  consider an agree-
ment to help facilitate the sale 
of the HOVENSA refinery.

— CBCC is hosting its An-
nual Meeting and potluck on 
Monday, November 4, at Miss 
Lucy’s from 4:30 to 7 p.m.  
with dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, November 8, and 
Saturday, November 9

— The  St. Thomas/St. John 
Chamber of Commerce 2013 
Business Showcase  will be 
on Friday, November 8, and 
Saturday, November 9,  at the  
Mark Marin Center at Antilles 
School. 

Saturday, November 9
— On Saturday, November 

9, after a day kayak trip, the 
appetites of wounded warriors 
will be satisfied as the St. John 
American Legion and AARP 
Chapter get together to put on a 
BBQ featuring local dishes and 
drinks.

Friday, November 22
— Gifft Hill School is proud 

to announce the 4th Annual 
“Gifft Hill School Gives Back” 
community service day on Fri-
day, November 22. 

Saturday, december 7
— The CBCC is planning a 

“Coral Bay Bizarre Bazaar,” a 
large community outreach pro-
gram and fundraising event on 
Saturday, December 7, from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Pickles in 
Paradise.

“CAN’T 
YOU SEE 
I’M DIZZY?!”
ACrOss
 1 Bar mitzvah language
 7 Its capital is Montgomery
 14 Old jazz buff
 20 Henry II player Peter
 21 Horse feed supporter
 22 106-Down on Cal 

Ripken’s cap
 23 Amaze a Sherlock 

Holmes portrayer?
 25 — acid (corrosive liquid)
 26 — -mo
 27 Brighton brew
 28 12-month famine?
 30 Trendy berry in juices
 33 Shire of film
 34 Goddess of the dawn
 35 Singer Brown got 

dressed?
 42 Gridiron gains: Abbr.
 43 Pen giant
 45 Make reparations
 46 Cosa — (Mafia’s kin)
 48 Areas of expertise
 51 Provides party platters
 53 Determine which team 

scored?
 57 Supper scrap
 58 “Egypt — up like a flood”: 

Jeremiah 46:8
 60 “NO TURN —” (traffic 

sign)
 61 Octa- plus one
 62 Relative of a résumé
 64 Judge on the bench, e.g.
 65 Bee creation

 66 Fact about a 
consolidation loan?

 71 Two-spot
 74 University in Atlanta
 75 In — (owing)
 79 Old science magazine
 80 Balance pan
 81 Pittsburgh’s Carnegie — 

University
 84 Instructors’ org.
 85 Sub-shop blaze?
 88 Relative key of B minor
 90 Michelangelo work
 91 California wine region
 93 Old Greek market
 94 Erwin of old films
 95 “The Tell-Tale Heart” 

taleteller
 98 Moola earned 
by a love god?
 100 Blocks from the freezer
 102 Is up against
 104 School in Berkshire
 105 Road named after 

singer Deanna?
 110 Seeded loaf
 112 — Alamitos, California
 115 Thinking the world of
 116 What to do to socks 

that tear every 24 
hours?

 120 Appear
 121 Asinine
 122 Late actress Brennan
 123 Hot- — (drag racer)
 124 Turn from a straight 

line
 125 Say “no” to

DOWN
 1 Mortar trays
 2 List-ending abbr.

 3 TV clown
 4 “Frasier” woman
 5 Jazz singer Fitzgerald
 6 Li’l fellow
 7 Gasteyer of “Mean Girls”
 8 Truckload
 9 Deadly pale
 10 Neuwirth of “Frasier”
 11 “If I Had —” (Lyle Lovett 

song)
 12 American avant-garde 

artist
 13 Antediluvian
 14 Toyota rival
 15 Iroquois foe
 16 Falafel bread
 17 Amendment
 18 Samuel of justice
 19 PC whizzes
 24 Intel mission
 29 Hi- — (stereos)
 31 Positive pole
 32 Atlas feature
 35 Son of Isaac
 36 Video game name
 37 Catchphrase
 38 Phenyl ender
 39 Saw-toothed
 40 Ingrain
 41 Soft & —
 43 Jazz genre
 44 Limonite, e.g.
 47 Worship
 48 Nursed, say
 49 Kin of -ess
 50 Don’t depart
 52 Uses a stool
 54 Writer Blyton
 55 Grove plant
 56 Kind of tea
 59 — Field 
(Mariners’ stadium)

 63 Most chancy
 64 “— will be done”
 65 Very irate
 67 Arabian Sea country
 68 Actor’s part
 69 Long lock of hair
 70 Stomped
 71 Tip, as a hat
 72 Arab bigwig
 73 Frank and open
 76 Pear variety
 77 Corp. shuffling
 78 Mother of Isaac
 80 — -cone
 81 List of dishes
 82 Get hitched on the fly
 83 Maximum
 86 Post-OR area
 87 OR worker
 89 Before now
 92 Prettify
 95 “NerdTV” network
 96 Bested
 97 Online investing site
 99 Tom of “Tomorrow”
 100 Slacking sort
 101 Pataki’s predecessor 

Mario
 102 Make furious
 103 Font flourish
 106 Nest builder
 107 “Picnic” dramatist 

William
 108 Organic compound
 109 Head, to Gigi
 111 Falco with four Emmys
 112 In — of (rather than)
 113 Jai-alai cries
 114 “Auld Lang —”
 117 Amp plug-in
 118 Masquerade
 119 Furry TV alien
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FOR RENT:  One ($1150) and two ($1600) bedroom 
apartments across the street from the Westin Resort.  

Unfurnished except for washer/dryer, stove and 
refrigerator.  Apply at St. John Properties 693-8485.

For Rent/Space Available

CommerCial
spaCe

available

, 

For more information:

 or Andy
Nick at (340) 771-3737 / Andy at (340) 690-1260

ScENic PROPERtiES 
340-693-7777

cruz Bay Side:

 Very large efficiency, • 
Gift Hill $1200
One bedroom, one • 
bath, Coral Bay $1100

EVERytHiNG 
yOu NEEd

ON EVERy lEVEl

GREAt PlAcE 
tO SHOP, diNE 

ANd wORK

cOmE JOiN uS 
wE HAVE SPAcES

 AVAilABlE —
 REtAil, OFFicE 

OR StORAGE

340-776-6455

Commercial/Office

We’re back
to Publishing

every Week!
to advertise 

email: 

advertising@tradewinds.vi 

call:

340-776-6496

Get the new edition 
every Monday!

Homes For Sale

For Rent

cO-OP OPPORtuNity ON St. JOHN 
2 uNitS FOR SAlE 

Serious Inquiries Only 340-776-3455

StORAGE: 
SECURED LOCKERS, 

AUTOS 
FROM $35 MONTH 

643-3283 

PAStORy 
SElF StORAGE

Available Immediately
5x5x8 up to 10x20x8
Starting at $85/mo.

One mile from Cruz Bay.
340-776-1330

Storage

cHOcOlAtE HOlE 
Long Term Furnished. 

One Bed One Bath. 
Includes Electric, 

W&D. $950. Close to 
Westin, Walk to beach. 

Call Ron 715-853-9696, text 
or reironald@gmail.com

cOmmERciAl/
REtAil SPAcE 

available for rent, located 
on Centerline Road, 
Bordeaux Mountain, 

starting @ $2,125/mo. 
call 1.480.626.7571 

for further information.

Storage
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Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

Restaurant/Commercial Space 
for Lease in Tradewinds Building

South Shore road in Cruz Bay

RestauRant space 
800 to 3,200 sf. 

w/1,000+ sf. outdoor space for patio dining 
and substantial private parking. 

Four 800-sf. street-level commercial units available to lease. 
connected units, tile floors throughout. 

public water and cisterns. 
Reply to twbuilding@earthlink.net

Exceptional St. John Villa Offered Through Debbie Hayes

ExcluSiVE rEal ESTaTE SErVicE 
in THE Virgin iSlanDS

Debbie Hayes, GRi
Licensed U.s. Virgin isLands 
reaL estate Broker/owner

Office:  

340  714  5808
Cell:  

340  642  5995
DebbieHayes@DebbieHayes.com
www.StJohnVIRealEstate.com 

Incredible views 
overlooking 
Coral Bay and 
the British Virgin 
Islands are 
yours from every 
room of this 
spectacular 
4 bedroom, 4 bath 
villa. Excellent 
Vacation Rental. 
Offered at 
$1.750M

DebbieHayes-TW CasaBueno 11.26.2012.indd   1 11/30/12   2:37 PM

$1.550M
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“JUNGLE STONE’’ gated estate prop-
erty in Catherineberg w/ big views of the 
North Shore & BVI’s, custom-designed 
main house & Pebble Cottage w/ 5 bdrm 

suites, exquisite great 
room, chef’s kitchen, 
outdoor dining & sitting 
areas, pool, hot tub, fit-
ness room, 1100 bottle 
wine closet, shuffleboard 
breezeway & more!

“MERMAID FALLS”-prime Peter Bay 
location & spectacular 5 bdrm/5.5 bths 
villa. Views to St. Thomas, Nat’l Park 
beaches & BVI.  Custom-designed & 

built, it features a la-
goon-shaped pool, 
mahogany doors/
windows, ac, private 
verandas, water-
fall & spa, & lovely 
grounds. 

CATHERINEBERG’S “CINNAMON 
RIDGE” 5 bedroom villa on 1+ private 
acre, bordered by National Park, features 

s t u n n i n g 
north shore 
views, pool 
w/waterfall, 
spa, easy 
access to 
Cinnamon 
Bay beach.

“TRE VISTA ESTATE’’ The perfect 
luxury retreat on St. John. An elegant 

v i l l a 
w i t h 
c lass ic 
style in 
a great 
se t t ing 
of views 
a n d 
breezes.

“VILLA KALORAMA” Panoramic views 
from classic modern 5 bdm, 4.5 bth 
rental villa in Virgin Grand Estates 
features native stone, ipe hardwoods, 
glass walls & a secure property.  

Dramatic great 
room opens onto 
40 foot pool and 
large verandas for 
spectacular indoor-
outdoor living.

“GALLOWS POINT SEAVIEW” great 
location for development, walk to beach 
and town! Masonry 2x2 home on .58 

ac.  Com-
bination of 
R-4 & W-1  
zoning al-
lows for 
condos or 
commercial 
uses.

“BORDERS NATIONAL PARK!” EX-
CEPTIONAL CARIBBEAN CRAFTS-
MANSHIP masonry home  w/ FLEXIBLE 
FLOORPLAN  is a “must see”! Private, 

end of road FLAT 
lot with addition-
al cottage. Com-
pleted in 2010 by 
Owner/builder/
furniture maker 
from Santa Fe.

“GIFFT HILL” View, quiet area & con-
venience!  Two unit home-Live in one, 
rent the other!  Main level features 2 
bdrms,  bth & a generous great room 

w/ sliders to Pills-
bury Sound view 
deck. Lower level 
studio apartment 
with porch. Lush, 
level property with 
easy parking.

“VERY MOTIVATED SELLERS!”  
Three in-
come pro-
d u c i n g 
apartments.  
Live in one 
and rent the 
other two.  
Easy access 
to Cruz Bay 
& beaches.

“CARIBBEAN COTTAGE RETREAT” 
Relax in this comfort-
able home surround-
ed by trees, orchids 
and birds. Quiet pri-
vate neighborhood 
has deeded rights to 
a beach. You won’t 
get peace like this at 
a better price. Don’t 
miss this opportunity!

“STONE COURT”  is a 3 bedroom 
haven.  1 acre of privacy with sweeping 

views from 
Rams Head to 
St. Thomas.  
I s l a n d 
i n s p i r e d 
architecture 
of stone and 
wood.

“T’REE PALMS” Versatile 5 BR 5 
BA property with solid rental history.  
Charming home w/ 2 kitchens, covered 
verandas, stone entrance, garden foun-

tain, concrete 
pool and spa 
deck.  Solar 
panels, and 
ocean views 
complete the 
package! 

“SAGO COTTAGE” adorable Caribbean 
style ma-
sonry cot-
tage with 
wonder-
ful down 
i s l a n d 
v i e w s 
and great 
rental his-
tory.

“ENIGHED GARDENS” is a 5x4 ma-
sonry home in gated .46 ac. garden 
setting with spectacular views over 
Pillsbury Sound. Flexible floor plan, ex-

pansive 
decks, 
w o n -
d e r f u l 
poten-
tial “as 
is”. 

“VILLA MIMOSA” IS A BEST BUY! “4 
bedroom private rental home with pool-- 

awesome 
d o w n 
island & 
Coral Bay 
v i e w s ! 
Turn key! 
Priced to 
sell.

“INCOME PRODUCER” 4 Unit Multi-
family.  Rare opportunity to own a multi-

unit property 
close to Cruz 
Bay with big 
ocean views 
sitting on 
the hillside 
above the 
Westin Re-
sort!

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

$975,000
MLS 13-207

$4,600,000
MLS 10-44

VID
EO

$650,000
MLS 12-176

$2,999,000
MLS 11-59

$795,000
MLS 12-329

$7,500,000
MLS 11-385

VID
EO

$249,000
MLS 12-177

$499,000
MLS 13-347

$895,000
MLS   13-128

$395,000
MLS 13-410

$3,300,000

VID
EO

MLS 11-439

$3,200,000
MLS 11-340

VID
EO

$1,325,000
MLS 12-31

$795,000
MLS   11-359

$995,000
MLS 13-3

$8,340,000
MLS 12-404

VID
EO

“GALLOWS POINT” Unit 9C—one 
bedroom, 1.5 bath loft with private deck/
patio, common beach, pool and spa. 

Restau-
rant and 
concierge 
services 
on prop-
erty. Walk 
to town! $1,100,000

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

MLS 11-187

“PASTORY CONDO”  PALMY DAZE 
breezy, vaulted-ceiling, 2 bdrm/2 bth 
condo overlooks outer cays & sunsets. 

Well-maintained, com-
fortably furnished w/ at-
tractive fully-equipped 
kitchen!  Great condo 
community offers lush 
landscaping, view, pool 
and convenient parking.$499,000

NEW
 LI

ST
ING

MLS 13-381

 

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!                                                      MOTIVATED SELLERS!!                                                         SOME SELLER FINANCING!!
CAROLINA  from $ 55,000 
EMMAUS hillside $ 75,000
FISH BAY from $ 79,995
HANSEN BAY hillside & WATERFRONT $ 149,000

CHOCOLATE HOLE from  $ 175,000
GLUCKSBERG  from  $ 199,000
VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES  from  $ 206,000
CALABASH BOOM  hillside $ 229,000

LOVANGO CAY  South shore from $ 250,000
CONCORDIA from $ 295,000
UPPER MONTE BAY/RENDEZVOUS from $ 799,000
SABA BAY   hillside & WATERFRONT from  $ 999,000

PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE from  $ 1,500,000 
WESTIN TIMESHARES from $ 500/week
ONE MONTH FRACTIONALS from  $ 54,000

HH-TW 10.28.2013 B.indd   1 10/25/13   11:24 AM
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Bill Stelzer

Fun for All at Just Play Day 2013
From Shakima Jones’ singing, above right, to kids of all ages enjoying a 

day of sports, USFSC founder Dean Doeling, at left bottom, hosted another 
outstanding community event. 
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Bill Stelzer

Students enjoyed football, soccer, tug of war and more at the 
annual free Just Play Day at Winston Wells Ball Field. 

More photos inside on page 23.

shirts. We did have extra water plastic bot-
tles they could fill up and cups for drink-
ing water too.”

Registering in advance also gives Just 
Play Day organizers an idea of how much 
food they will have to make. The event in-
cludes a free lunch whipped up by St. John 
Catering/Mathayom Private Chefs for all 
participants, explained Doeling.

“Mat Vacharat of Mathayom Private 
Chefs did an amazing job of being able to 
feed everyone,” said Doeling. “He didn’t 
run out of food and, in fact, he had more 
than enough for everyone.”

“After the event I told him I had no 
idea how he did it,” said Doeling. “He 
just smiled at me and said ‘I’ve done this 

before.’ I was so happy he was able to ac-
commodate everyone in the food catego-
ry; I know how important that is for the 
kids.”

Looking ahead to next year, Doeling ex-
pects even brighter times ahead for USFSC 
and Just Play Day as the group becomes 
even more organized, he explained.

“We had some growing pains this year, 
but nothing that is insurmountable,” said 
Doeling. “It was fantastic to see more kids 
coming over from St. Thomas and was 
great to see some growth after four years. 
Coming up, USFSC and St. John Com-
munity Foundation is going to put a panel 
of board members together made up of St. 
Thomas and St. John teachers, parents and 
more.”

“The board will give us input on how we 
can facilitate a larger event next year and 
in the coming years,” he said. “We want to 
get different and more ideas from every-
one to continue to energize the event.”

Working with St. John Community 
Foundation executive director Celia Ka-
lousek, Doeling also determined that 
each Just Play Day would cost a total of 
$60,000 to host. 

Most of that, however, is covered by 
in-kind donations of lodging, food, water, 
equipment and volunteer hours. USFSC 
is left with about $6,000 in expenses to 
cover the cost of T-shirts, bib numbers and 
water bottles, Doeling explained.

“It’s pretty amazing that we only have 
to raise $6,000 in cash in order to host this 

event which actually costs about $60,000 
to put on,” he said.

In order to raise that money, USFSC 
hosts a fundraiser each year and offers dif-
ferent levels of sponsorship. This year, the 
fundraiser was hosted at The Beach Bar 
the weekend before Columbus Day. The 
night featured music by Inner Visions and 
raffle prizes; and raised about $1,800 for 
USFSC.

“We had an amazing turnout at The 
Beach Bar; it was just overwhelming,” 
said Doeling. “It was a lot of fun and peo-
ple were super supportive.”

To stay informed of USFSC’s happen-
ings, like the group on Facebook or check 
out the website www.usingsportforsocial-
change.com for more information.

Continued from Page 11

Fifth Annual Just Play Day Draws Largest Crowd to Date


