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By RAVEN PHILLIPs
St. John Tradewinds

CRUZ BAY — The vibrant 
and melodic sound of the steel 
pan rang throughout the water-
front Franklin Powell Sr. Park 
as Pan-O-Rama opened the 
2015 St. John Fesrtival celebra-
tion on Saturday, June 6. 

As the sun set over Cruz 
Bay, attendees were swept up 
by the sweet notes from 11 
steel pan bands including the 
St. Thomas Allstars Band, the 
Wess Stars, Pan in Motion, the 
Ulla Muller Panatics, the Si-
billy Sun Rays, the Bertha C. 
Boschulte Burning Blazers, the 
Rising Stars and the native St. 
John Love City Pan Dragons

 Chairwoman of the St. John 
Festival and Cultural Organiza-
tion Leona Smith was pleased 
with the attendance of the 2015 
Festival Panorama. 
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Center Stage in Cruz Bay Pan-o-rama: The Joseph Gomez Elementary 
School Panbusters, above, under the direction of Liston “Matey” Sewer of East End, 
St. John, had center stage at Frank Powell Park for the St. John Festival’s Pan-O-
Rama at sunset on Saturday, June 6. The young performers enthralled the crowd of 
visitors and residents.
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U.S. Delegate to Congress Stacey Plaskett has agreed to serve 
as commencement speaker at Gifft Hill School graduation ceremo-
ny for the Class of 2015 on Friday, June 12.

Plaskett is an attorney, commentator and politician. She has 
practiced law in New York, Washington DC, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. She is known for her understanding of Caribbean economic 
development and public-private partnerships for growing the econ-
omy of developing areas. She is an active community advocate in 
the Virgin Islands. 

Gifft Hill School’s graduation ceremony will be conducted at 
the school’s Upper Campus on Trayser Field at 5:30 p.m. on Friday 
June 12. Nine students will graduate with the Class of 2015.

As a strong-standing member of National Association of Inde-
pendent Schools, GHS provides high-quality educational program-
ming to over 160 students in preschool through  grade 12.
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Teachers, Aides Sought for Summer
The summer enrichment program at the Julius E., Sprauve 

School, is seeking teachers and teacher’s aides for the 2015 
Sprauve School Summer Enrichment Program, hiring teachers for: 
Math, Literacy, STEM, ESL, Spanish, Fitness, Computer, Sewing 
and Baking, etc. and teacher’s aides.  

The summer enrichmnent program begins with teacher orien-
tation on Friday, June 26, and classes begin on Monday, June 29, 
through Friday, July 31, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The staffing 
schedule will be: teachers, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and teacher’s aides, 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

St. John Festival 2015 Vendors Applications will be available 
at St. John Tourism.  There will be applications for the following 
Parade, Food Fair/Parade and Festival Booth.  The applications are 
first come basis.  Additional information please contact 340-690-
3692 or 340-690-1725.

 The Festival Committee is still soliciting sponsors for this 
year’s Festival Fireworks.  If anyone is interested they can contact 
340-690-3692.

Festival Vendor Applications Available

The Virgin Islands Department of Education has announced 
deadlines for camps and other summer activity sites to receive 
lunch for children in their summer programs. Applications for 
sites/camps for the Summer Feeding Program are available at the 
Office of School Food Authority in Subbase.

The site/camp application deadline is June 12. The Summer 
Feeding Program will operate from June 29 to August 7. Children 
ages 2-18 and those with special needs up to age 21, can participate 
in the Summer Feeding Program. 

For more information call (340) 777-8039

Summer Lunch Applications Available

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photos by Tom Oat

The crowd was swinging 
with the beat (left), as it 
ringed the in front of Frank 
Powell Park as Musical 
Director Matey Sewer, left, 
kept a sharp eye on his 
performers, above.

The V.I. Department of Edcuation’s 2015 graduation and pro-
motional exercises include the June 17 graduation of the Julius E. 
Sprauve School in Cruz Bay at 5:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria.

Ivanna Eudora Kean graduation ceremonies will be at 4 p.m. 
June 13, at the D.M. Wheatley Gymnasium.

Charlotte Amalie High graduation ceremonies will be June 14, 
at 5 p.m. at the UVI Sports & Fitness Center.

JESS Graduation Is Set for June 17; 
IEKHS Is June 13 and CAHS June 14

GHS Graduation Set for Friday, June 12



“We had a very good turnout 
for the start of Festival,” Smith 
said.  “We had a well-deserving 
crowd as well; everyone is danc-
ing to the beat of the drum.  Many 
of them come to St. John to en-
joy themselves, then leave with a 
beautiful tune in their head.” 

Early on in the program the 
contestants for the upcoming Festi-
val Princess Selection Pageant and 
the Ms. St. John Festival Selection 
Pageant were brought forward to 
introduce themselves, invite the 
crowd to attend the pageants and 
to encourage attendees to enjoy 
the food and music.

Partakers were regaled by the 
competing collection of youth 
steel bands from St. Thomas and 
St. John.  These bands not only 
provide wonderful entertainment, 
but also continue a tradition of 
giving structure and guidance to 
the youth among their ranks. 

“This band began back in 1981 
as a juvenile delinquency preven-
tion program” explained Director 
of the Rising Stars Youth Steel 
Orchestra Adelia Henneman. “We 
give them a nice atmosphere to 
showcase their talent”. 

The Rising Stars Steel Orches-
tra has members that range be-

tween the ages of 10 to 17. 
“We help keep kids on the right 

track” explained music instructor 
Sean Steele. “We do what we can 
to make sure these kids are on a 
path to graduating, pursuing high-
er learning and avoiding trouble”.

“Studies have been conduct-
ed that show that students who 
study music, oftentimes do well in 
school,” explained President of the 
Wess Stars Organization Maurice 
Donavan Jr. 

The Wess Stars are 35 mem-
bers strong and mostly comprises 
of residents from the Kirwan Ter-
race community on St. Thomas. 

The band is currently raising 
money so that they can take part in 
a Trinidadian pan fest in August.

“Our group is community 
based and not funded by the gov-
ernment,” said Donavan Jr.  “We 
are supported by volunteers and 
some private businesses.” 

“We think of ourselves as an 
unofficial afterschool program, 
and we are open to people outside 
of the community,” he explained.

 As sweltering sun began to set, 
the beloved St. John Love City Pan 
Dragons came forward to play. 

The Love City Pan Dragons 
are a common but always wel-
come sight at the cultural events 

on St. John. 
Though their numbers have 

fluctuated, they remain and strong 
as ever. 

The group recently announced 
that they are now accepting adult 
members; diverging from their 
usual age range of 9 to 17. 

“We are still very much about 
the youth, but by allowing adults 
to join, we hope to inspire the 
youth to work by the adults’ ex-
ample,” explained band stalwart 
Elaine Penn.  “We always strive to 
expand the band and become bet-
ter.”

“The kids are ready, the adults 
are ready,” Penn said.  “We are all 
ready to show what we can do. 
Nevertheless, it will be interesting 
to see how the band progresses in 
a year” posed Penn.

A number of bands have made 
themselves open to adults. 

“Our membership is generally 
ages 18 and up, but those who are 
younger can join if they come with 
a parent,” said St. Thomas Allstars 
Steel Band Inc. President Gerda D. 
Sebastien. 

“We are proud to be a part of 
Virgin Islands culture. We love 
what we do!” Sebastien added. 

“I certainly hope the band 
grows with a new cadre of people 
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2015
RAIN DATA
at Trunk Bay

(Courtesy of Rafe Boulon)

MONTH: 
MAy 2015

0.55 Inches

AVERAGE
MAy

3.15 Inches

TOTAL y-T-D
9.60 Inches

AVERAGE y-T-D
10.09 Inches
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after Panorama” declared Sebas-
tien.  Those interested in joining 
the St. Thomas Allstars Steel Band 
can call the number 340-642-
2498.

The Festival Panorama marks 
the beginning of St. John Festival. 

The next event is the St. John 
Festival Princess Selection Pag-
eant on June 14, at 6 p.m. in the 
Winston Wells Ball Field. 

“I want to wish everyone a safe 
and happy festival,” concluded 
Festival Chair Smith.

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Tom Oat

The Ulla Muller Elementary School Panatics, right, drew the crowd to the beachfront at 
the Battery, while the E. Benjamin Oliver steel band took over the crowd when it was their 
turn in the spotlight, above.
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Three young Women Preparing To Be
St. John Festival Princess Contestants

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

By RAVEN PHILLIPs
St. John Tradewinds

st. JoHN — As St. John Fes-
tival gears up, three young ladies 
are preparing themselves to dis-
play grace, poise, and talent on the 
Winston Wells Ball Field. 

The 2015 St. John Festival 
Princess Selection Pageant will 
take place on Sunday, June 14, at 
6 p.m. on the Winston Well Ball 
Field. 

St. John is in for quite a treat; 
each contestant is talented and 
openly excited for the show.  The 
three contestants were given an 
opportunity to share who they 
are and their favorite experiences 
throughout the pageant journey:

Contestant #1: sage osiris
 Nine-year-old Sage Osiris will 

grace the stage as contestant #1. 
Sage is a third grade honors 

student at the St. John Christian 
Academy where she enjoys an-
swering math problems.  Her 

greatest passions include loving 
animals and dancing. Her adora-
tion of animals inspires her to 
become a veterinarian when she 
grows up. 

“This has been such a great 
and fun experience. My favorite 
moment was getting to be on the 
radio with the other contestants,” 
Sage explained.  “Being a contes-
tant is a lot of hard work, but it is a 
lot of fun too!” 

Contestant #2: sanijah Gris
Ten-year-old Sanijah Gris will 

sashay her way across the stage as 
contestant #2. 

Sanijah is a fifth grader attend-
ing the Julius E. Sprauve School 
where she excels at spelling and 
reading. 

Sanijah delights in spending 
her free time singing and dancing, 
and hopes to develop these skills 
well into adulthood by becoming a 
dancer and entertainer. 

“It has been so nice to run for 

this pageant. I am going to re-
member this experience forever!” 
Sanijah said of her experience.  “I 
would definitely encourage anoth-
er girl to try it. I would help her 
practice and give her tips.”

Contestant #3: Laila Evelyn
Nine year old Laila Evelyn is 

ready to dazzle as contestant #3. 
Laila is in third grade at the All 

Saints Cathedral School where she 
takes pride in studying science and 
reading books. 

Hailing from the sister island 
of St. Thomas, Laila takes joy in 
singing, dancing, and spending 
time with her siblings.

“I enjoyed getting to know the 
girls. I feel like this is a once in 
a lifetime experience, and I would 
encourage a friend to do it,” Laila 
explained.  “Winning isn’t all that 
matters, so I would tell her to have 
fun.” 

Music will be provided by the 
band The Avengers.

w w w.Sk innyLegs .com
“Be here even when you are there”

Coral Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands
340-779-4982     

   Follow us on facebook

St. JohnTradewinds News Photos Courtesy of The St. John Festival Committee

(L to R): Sage Osiris, Sanijah Gris and Laila Evelyn

CByC “In-the-Water” Clean Up Set for Sunday, June 14
St. John Tradewinds

The Coral Bay Yacht Club 
is conducting an “in-the-water” 
Clean Up Sunday, June 14, be-
ginning at 9 a.m. to remove de-
bris in the near shore waters and 
on water accessible shorelines 
within Coral Harbor. (Meet at 
the dock.) 

This cleanup is in anticipa-
tion of the derelict boat cleanup 
being done by Coral Bay Com-
munity Council with NOAA 
funding and private contribu-
tions this summer. 

Larger debris that cannot be 
removed by hand will be marked 
for clean up by the contracted 

salvage company. KATS has do-
nated the use of their whalers for 
this cleanup effort by Coral Bay 
Boaters.  

This is part of the “Clean Up 
the Face of Coral Bay” effort in 
Coral Bay this summer by prop-
erty owners, the government, 
and all of us! 
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Cruz Bay Beach new Cruz Bay main Street?
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The 2015 Drought
By RAFE BoULoN

Special to St. John Tradewinds
St. John in early to mid-2015 is 

experiencing a drought such as we 
have not felt since the 1970s. 

I began keeping daily rain re-
cords for Trunk Bay in late 1983 
after a 20+ inch rain in April of 
that year piqued my interest in do-
ing so. Probably following in my 
great grandfather’s footsteps as he 
was Chief Meteorologist with the 
US Weather Bureau for the US Ca-
ribbean in the very early 1900s in 
Puerto Rico.

But back to 2015. With the ex-
ception of above average rainfall 
in February, the rest of the year 
so far has been unusually dry. 
Both January and March had be-
low average rains. However, April 
and May have been devastating to 
plants and cisterns. With only .55 
inches in April and .14 inches in 
May, that is well below the aver-
age of 7.64 inches for those two 
months combined. 

While some rains have fall-
en on parts of St. Thomas and 
St. John, at Trunk Bay we actu-
ally had 28 straight days with no 
measurable rainfall, and only tiny 
amounts before and after that — 

the second longest since I started 
measuring rain in 1983 (we had 
37 days in May/June 1985 but that 
was preceded by 2.9” the day be-
fore). This drought has been worse 
so far than the driest year I have 
recorded of 27.19 inches in 1994 
where the driest month still had 
1.14 inches of rain. 

The year to date rainfall for 
2015 has been 9.74 inches and 
the average year to date rainfall 
is 14.58 inches. The average an-
nual rainfall at Trunk Bay from 
my records is 48.43 inches (1984 
to 2014). It remains to be seen if 
the rest of the year lets us get any-
where near that.

We can certainly see the results 
of this on our hillsides. Many trees 
have turned red and/or brown as 
their leaves have reacted to the 
lack of water before falling off. 
We can see through vegetation that 
is normally dense. Even giving 
plants sparing amounts of water 
(to conserve our cisterns) seems to 
have little effect. And this drought 
is certainly also having an effect 
on wildlife. 

Undoubtedly, many animals 
are succumbing to a lack of water 
and vegetation to eat. The long pe-

riod of above average rainfall that 
we have had for the past decade 
and a half has enabled some spe-
cies, such as the deer, to flourish, 
having abundant food and water 
to raise their young. Similarly, a 
lack of rain can mean less land-
based nutrients washing into the 
sea which feeds plankton which 
in turn feed the small schooling 
fish (“fry”) that the seabirds need 
to feed their young for a success-
ful nesting season. Droughts like 
this can be a significant controlling 
factor in the rise and fall of popu-
lations of many species.

I do not have an explanation 
for why we are experiencing this 
drought but the weather patterns 
seem to be causing the moisture 
bands coming off South America 
to miss us. Some have pointed to a 
more southerly Bermuda High and 
upper level wind patterns keeping 
the moisture from reaching us. 

While it is good news that the 
El Nino in the Pacific may result in 
a below average Atlantic hurricane 
season, it also may mean fewer 
tropical waves and storms to bring 
us rain. For now we must just keep 
conserving our water and wishing 
(dancing?) for rain.

While St. John 
Administrator Camille 
Paris successfully cleared 
the Cruz Bay beach of 
commercial uses on the 
north side of the Loredon 
L. Boynes Ferry Dock 
adjacent to his office in the 
Battery in May — leaving 
a gaggle of small boats 
anchored in the swimming 
area off shore — the stretch 
of beach on the south side 
of the ferry dock to the Cruz 
Bay Cemetery is seeing 
increased commercial 
usage. 

From the “grandfathered” power boat and dinghy rentals in front of Wharfside Village 
and the iconic Low Key Watersports dive operation the commercial use has expanded 
to include the growing construct on the beach across Bay Street from Drink in the Roger 
Harland development adjacent to the Grande Bay resort. With a two-level deck complete 
with colorful deck chairs, railings and lighting and a “surf-board” picnic table which appears to 
drift between locations, the beach south of the dock is a new island main street and perfect 
sunset spot.

CBCC To Start Removal of Derelict 
Boats from Coral Bay Harbor

St. John Tradewinds
The Coral Bay Community Council will be removing aban-

doned derelict boat wrecks and floating derelict boats from Coral 
Harbor this summer with the aid of a NOAA Marina Debris Re-
moval Grant and private charitable contributions.  

Contribution will help CBCC remove more un-owned, un-
sightly abandoned boats, that are no longer usable. Please make a 
tax deductible contribution to the Coral Bay Community Council 
with “derelict boats”  in the check memo line — to help remove 
these wrecks forever. Help “Clean Up the Face of Coral Bay!”

Coral Bay yacht Club Offering 
Educational Scholarships

St. John Tradewinds
Due to the closure of Guy 

H. Benjamin School, the Coral 
Bay Yacht Club will make funds 
available to help students in its 
community, offering four $500 
scholarships in the form of tu-
ition for Coral Bay students 
attending a private school. The 
Coral Bay Yacht Club is also 
offering a $500 donation to Ju-
lius E. Sprauve School. 

The Coral Bay Yacht Club 
is committed to the children 
of Coral Bay and has run an-

nual fundraising flotillas, the 
proceeds of which in the past 
have been used to benefit the 
now-shuttered Guy H. Benja-
min School. 

CBYC hopes to continue its 
tradition of hosting Flotillas in 
an effort to continue its dedi-
cation to the students of Coral 
Bay. Students who reside full 
time in Coral Bay may apply 
for the scholarship. The dead-
line is July 31. For information, 
please email maryjburks@
gmail.com.



St. John Tradewinds
VITEMA Director Mona 

Barnes continues to encourage 
the Virgin Islands community to 
prepare for the 2015 Atlantic Hur-
ricane Season, which officially 
began June 1 and ends November 
30.

On Wednesday, May 27, NO-
AA’s Climate Prediction Center 
announced the 2015 Atlantic hur-
ricane season will likely be below-
normal.  NOAA is predicting a 
70 percent likelihood of 6 to 11 

named storms (winds of 39 mph 
or higher), of which three to six 
could become hurricanes (winds 
of 74 mph or higher), including 
zero to two major hurricanes (Cat-
egory 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph 
or higher).

Despite these predictions, 
forecasters caution that a below-
normal season can still produce 
catastrophic impacts to commu-
nities.  During the 1992 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season, only seven 
named storms formed, yet the 

first was Andrew — a Category 5 
major hurricane which devastated 
islands across the Caribbean and 
South Florida.  NOAA will issue 
an updated outlook for the Atlantic 
hurricane season in early August, 
just prior to the historical peak of 
the season.

“Many of the worst hurricanes 
hit during a season that was fore-
casted to be below average, in-
cluding in 1989 when Hurricane 
Hugo hit,” Barnes said.  “We’re 
urging the public not to become 
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2015 Atlantic Hurricane Season Begins; VITEMA Urges Community 
Readiness Despite Early Forecasts for Slow Season

complacent and to remain vigilant. 
Be aware and be prepared.”

“Being prepared means that 
you and your family have an 
emergency supply kit of essential 
items for at least three days, that 
you and your family have planned 
what steps to take to stay safe and 
to remain in communication and 
that everyone knows where to get 
information if a storm is approach-
ing the Territory,” Barnes added.

In preparing, special consid-
eration must be given to children 
and the elderly, as well as pets in 
the home, Barnes added.

“The better prepared you are, 
the easier it is for you to recover,” 
she said.

For information about prepar-
ing for the 2015 Atlantic Hurri-
cane Season, visit www.Ready.
gov or www.Listo.gov(Spanish 
language).

VITEMA is continuing its ef-
forts to ensure the local govern-
ment is ready to respond and re-
cover during the 2015 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season. On May 20, 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), with sup-
port from VITEMA, sponsored an 
executive-level seminar for Cabi-
net members.  The seminar was 
conducted by a team nationally 

recognized homeland security ex-
perts from the Naval Post-Gradu-
ate School’s Center for Homeland 
Defense and Security.  

Department and agency of-
ficials met on St. Croix for the 
intensive half-day Executive Edu-
cation Seminar, titled “Hurricane 
Response, Recovery and Resilien-
cy.” During the seminar, officials 
discussed authorities, capabilities 
and concept of operations relevant 
to managing a major land-falling 
hurricane in the US Virgin Is-
lands.

Additionally, last week Barnes 
and the agency’s three Emergency 
Operations Center managers and 
section chiefs attended the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers-South 
Atlantic Division 2015 Hurricane 
Rehearsal.  The hurricane re-
hearsal was designed to give local 
emergency managers a clear un-
derstanding of US Army Corps of 
Engineers role in disaster response 
and recovery.

This month, Barnes is sched-
uled to tour FEMA’s Caribbean 
Distribution Center at Puerto Rico, 
which also services the US Virgin 
Islands.  The 80,000-square-feet 
facility receives, ships, and re-
covers disaster commodities and 
equipment.

Register for Summer Classes at UVI
Registration is underway for the five-week Summer 2 term at 

the University of the Virgin Islands. Classes begin on June 25 and 
end on July 30.

A limited number of courses can be taken on St. John through 
videoconferencing technology at UVI’s St. John Academic Cen-
ter. For further information, contact UVI’s registration office at 
693-1160, or visit the Academic Center located on the third floor 
of the Market Place across from WAPA. 

Senior citizen residents of the United States Virgin Islands 
may enroll in regularly scheduled courses at the University of the 
Virgin Islands free of charge during the late registration period. 

To qualify, seniors must be at least 60 years of age, as verified 
by the senior citizen ID card issued by the United States Virgin 
Islands Department of Human Services, and be a resident of the 
United States Virgin Islands for at least one year.

The St. Thomas East End Medical Center Corporation, Inc. and the 
UVI Caribbean Exploratory Research Center will host a town hall meet-
ing at the Wesley Methodist Church Hall (147 Anna’s Retreat) to discuss 
the health care needs of St. Thomas’ east end residents on Wednesday, 
June 10, from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

Town Meeting for East End STT on Jun. 10



By JUdI sHImEL
St. John Tradewinds

st. stHomAs — Prosecu-
tion of the St. Thomas man ac-
cused of killing a visitor from New 
Jersey in 2014 is moving forward, 
according to court records and of-
ficials of the VI Justice Depart-
ment.

Mekel Wayne Blash, 25, a resi-
dent of Nadir, is charged in con-
nection with the stabbing death of 
James Malfetti, 41, in Chocolate 
Hole in January 2014.  Blash is 
charged with first- and second- 
degree murder, assault, burglary, 
grand larceny and use of a weapon 
in the commission of a violent 
crime.

Blash was arrested April 17 of 
this year and is currently incarcer-
ated in the St. Thomas Criminal 
Justice Complex unable to post 
$500,000 bail.  An attempt to have 
his bail raised to $1 million was 
turned down by a Superior Court 
Judge, according to the head of the 
V.I. Justice Department’s Criminal 

Division
First degree murder is the 

only criminal charge for which 
a defendant can be held in jail, 
without bond, pending trial if the 
judge says so, according to V.I. 
law.  Prosecutors have to convince 
the court they have evidence and 
testimony to prove the  defendant 
committed pre-meditated murder 

and did so with malicious intent to 
gain that determination.

But so far, in the first phase 
of the Malfetti murder case that 
has not happened.  When Justice 
offcials went to court to ask for 
higher bail in May they were un-
successful.

“It remained the same,” Crimi-
nal Division Chief Renee Gumbs-
Carty said of the bail requirement.

A discovery hearing has been 
set in the matter for July 7, al-
though no date has been set yet 
for an arraignment hearing, ac-
cording to court officials.  Dis-
covery is commonly the first step 
in a pre-trial process, but without 
an arraignment, where the defen-
dant enters a plea on the charges 
brought against them, no trial date 
is set.

Administrators in the office of 
the court clerk say the judge had 
kept Blash’s case file in chambers 
since the last hearing in mid-May, 
a signal that further pre-trial action 
may be taken.
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berOpen 7 Nights a Weekopen 6  days  .  c losed sundays
693.7755 or  w w w.latapast john.com

Creating unforgettable vacations since 1996 

toll free: 1-888-693-7676
tel: 340-693-7676  fax: 340-693-8923

www.islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Rendezview — This 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath 
beachfront villa is a perfect for newlyweds, 
families, small groups & is a 5 minute drive 
to Cruz Bay. Just below the villa is a short 
path to Hart Bay beach which is excellent for 
beachcombing & snorkeling. This fabulous 
villa offers a combination sophistication and 
romantic charm.

      This week’s Feature

Gretchen Labrenz Margie LabrenzAmanda Arquit
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crane

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.

P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

Mekel Blash

Mekel Blash Charged in Chocolate Hole 
2014 Murder and Held on $500,000 Bail 

Smokey Visions?

A retired St. Johnian 
V.I. Firefighter alerted St. 
John Tradewinds that the 
mountain of brush and 
debris below Route 10 in 
the Estate Susannaberg 
landfill is a disaster 
waiting to happen – and 
could be déjà vu, all 
over again. The daunting 
collection of debris, which 
has been exacerbated by 
recent ghutt clearings in 
anticipation of hurricane 
season, is tinder-dry and 
if it caught fire it could 
lead to an underground 
fire in the abutting 
landfill similar to a long-
smoldering fire which 
plagued the island with 
toxic smoke for months in 
the past.
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w w w.Sk innyLegs .com
“Be here even when you are there”

Coral Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands
340-779-4982     

   Follow us on facebook

The coupon covers 
auTo services of:

20% OFF




Caravan auto 
ServiCeS

(340)779-4800
The repair shop (340)779-4803

Brake service•	
shocks & struts•	
suspension•	
Water pumps•	
Transmission •	
flush

alternators/•	
starters
radiators•	
fuel induction •	
service
coolant service•	

Coupon must be present at time of purchase and only 
redeemable at The Repair Shop. Coupon does not apply to 
special order parts—only for stock parts. It is also not valid 
in conjunction with other specials and is on installation 
parts only. Coupon does not include shop supplies or 
disposal fees. Tires excluded.  expires  05/31/2015.

$20 OFF
alignmenTs

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com

340-693-8500

Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations

KatiLady - since 1997

VINP “Closure” of Route 204 ROW Seen 
Part of Legal Action Over Encroachment

By tom oAt
St. John Tradewinds

The National Park Service has been waging its 
own battle with the Government of the Virgin Islands 
for control of the historic estate road from Estate Su-
sannaberg to Estate Denis Bay that the V.I. has des-
ignated as Route 204 — which may be behind the 
recent NPS installation of a chain across the entrance 
to the lower, unimproved portion of the road that con-
nects the subdivision to the North Shore Road in the 
Virgin Islands National Park.

 “At issue here is a road construction permit is-
sued… by the Department of Public Works,” Horace 
G. Clark, Regional Solicitor of the U.S. Department 
of the Interior. wrote to de Jongh Administration DPW 
Commissioner Darryl Smalls October 30, 2013.

“The permit concerns work on Denis Bay Road,” 
Clark wrote in an exchange during a bureaucratic pa-
per battle that surrounded the eventual construction of 
a contemporary home halfway down the estate road. 
“This road is owned by the United States and admin-
istered by the National Park Service as part of the Vir-
gin Islands National Park.” 

“Therefore, no work on the road can proceed with-
out the consent and approval of the National Park Ser-
vice,” the regional solicitor wrote in the almost two 
year old exchange during a bureaucratic paper battle 
that surrounded the eventual construction of a con-
temporary home halfway down the estate road.

U.s. ownership Claimed from 1916
“The United States’ ownership of the road comes 

from the Convention entered into by it and the King 
of Denmark on August 4, 1916,” Clark explained in 
his letter. “Through the convention, the Government 
of the United States acquired ownership of and/or title 
to all public property of the Virgin Islands.” 

The “Denis Bay Road” was excluded from the 
subsequent transfer of the property by the federal 
government to the Government of the Virgin Islands 
in 1936, according to Clark’s letter.

“However this transfer excluded land and other 
property, including the Denis Bay Road, which as of 
October 5, 1974, was administered by the Secretary 
of the Interior as a part of the National Park System,” 
Clark wrote. “Therefore no work can be conducted 
on this road without the permission of the National 
Park Service.”

There was no elaboration by Clark in the 2013 let-
ter on the how federal government could circumvent 
the private ownership by the late Neptune Richards 
of the land for the right of way before 1974 nor the 
negate the establishment of the right of way for the 
Estate Susannaberg subdivision by Richards and its 
maintenance by his heirs. 

Construction of the private residence proceeded 
over Clark’s protestation. A small hand-painted sign 
below the residence now warns drivers that the road 
is impassable below.

Family Cites subdivision Approval
Route 204 from Centerline Road to North Shore 

Road is a legally-designated road of appropriate width 

with proper drainage serving the native St. Johnian-
owned subdivision of Estate Susannaberg overlook-
ing the North Shore of St. John and the Virgin Islands 
National Park above Hawsknest, Denis and Trunk 
Bays, according to heirs to the Estate of the late Nep-
tune Richards.  

“It was always known as a public right of way,” 
said one family member who claimed the estate road 
was always a public road going through the plantation 
and that Richards cut the newer section road for the 
public in the 1960s to move it from the middle of the 
estate house property.

The Estate Susannaberg heirs are watching closely 
the machinations surrounding the V.I. National Park’s 
effective closure of the estate road now designated 
Route 204 as part of the pending legal dispute be-
tween the NPS and the owner of one lot on the lower 
portion of the estate subdivision on the middle of the 
mile-long estate road who built an award-winning 
home that appears to infringe on the designated right 
of way of Route 204. 

NPs Agrees Road Is Impassable
Because the estate road is “impassable” below the 

private home, the V.I. National Park effectively has 
closed Route 204 up from Denis Bay to Susannaberg 
in an apparent bid to strengthen its pending legal case 
against the private property owner for impinging on 
the Virgin Islands government’s legal right of way to 
construct the much-heralded modern home overlook-
ing the North Shore of St. John.

The improvement of the approximately mile-long 
estate road from Route 20, North Shore Road, to Route 
10, Centerline Road, has been raised over the years as 
V.I. National Park visitor usage has increased and the 
Myrah Keating Smith Community Health Center was 
developed on Centerline Road near the intersection of 
the right of way designated on V.I. government maps 
as Route 204 with the island’s main east-west thor-
oughfare.

V.I. National Park Superintendent Brion FitzGer-
ald could not be reached for comment after the public 
meeting. No one answered the telephone at the V.I. 
National Park on Friday afternoon, June 5. The auto-
matic answering service automatically answered and 
disconnected calls.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

A private sign warns of the “impassable” 
condition of Route 204, the Estate 
Susannaberg Road near a private home.
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Full 
Veterinary

SerViceS

canines, cats & critters
Our new location is 2.5 miles out of  Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

boarding       grooming       pet supplies
tel: 693-7780  l  email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com
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St. John Tradewinds 
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tradewinds.vi  

or call 340-776-6496

Chef	  NATHAN	  GOULD	  

	  
	  

	   	   	  

FIVE	  COURSES	  PAIRED	  WITH	  
LIBATIONS	  &	  WINE	  BY Jason	  
Howard	  &	  Josh	  Rossiter	  $90	  
PER	  PERSON	  &	  WITH	  N/A	  
PAIRINGS	  $70	  PER	  PERSON	  
RESERVATIONS	  REQUIRED	  
SPACE	  IS	  LIMITED	  THIS	  
EVENT	  WILL	  SELL	  OUT	  
QUICKLY!	  

Photo	  credit	  @bluerockdesign	   	   	  

November	  25,	  2014	  6:30PM	  
Gallows Point Resort (above lobby) Cruz Bay, St. John, VI	  	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

tel:340-‐776-‐0001	  |	  email:info@ocean362.com	  	  
www.ocean362.com	  |	  362	  gallows	  point	  rd	  

	  

POP	  UP	  SUPPER	  CLUB	  FEATURING	  THE	  ISLANDS	  
FRESHEST	  LOCAL	  &	  WILD	  OFFERINGS	  

Live music
 Tuesday: Jazz with Broheem 

Saturday: Eddie Bruce

“Dine with Sunset Views on St. John”

Lounge Opens 5:30 pm

Dinner Starts 5:30 pm

Closed Sundays

Reservations Appreciated

Full Bar

Resort Casual Dress

Credit Cards Accepted

By tom oAt
St. John Tradewinds

Did the assailant sneak through the dark labyrinth 
behind the V.I. Police Department Leander Jurgen 
Command and the V.I. Legislature in downtown Cruz 
Bay to approach his target from behind through the 
unlit, tree-canopied rental car lot on Kongens Gade 
and fire a fuselage of bullets into his victim’s neck 
and upper torso from the dark as tourist traffic began 
to dwindle shortly after 11 p.m. on Friday, May 29?

Did the assassin calmly walk past the lifeless body 
slumped in the plastic chair and stop at the neighbor-
ing Cap’s Place 100 feet away at the end of the block 
to calmly sip a beer at the open-air cantina while 
watching emergency responders wait in frustration 
with the body for law enforcement and medical of-
ficials to respond and pronounce his victim dead?

Did a family member come to the scene to iden-
tify the shooting victim while the Medical Examiner 
declined to travel to Love City from St. Thomas to 
officially pronounce the man dead?

No VIPd Comment on Criticism
Authorities are not commenting on any aspect of 

their investigation, including criticism of delayed or 
non-existent response to the shooting scene by the 
VIPD and Office of the Medical Examiner.

The victim of the Friday night shooting was iden-
tified as Kenson Jolly, 25, of Pastory, according to a 
VIPD release.  Witnesses told St. John Tradewinds 
as many as nine shots were fired in the Friday night 
attack with as many as four bullets striking the victim 
in the neck or throat.

St. Johnians questioned whether the attack was a 
revenge “hit” in retaliation for a vicious February ma-
chete attack on another man by the Jolly in the same 
area of Cruz Bay that stunned the community.  A 
$75,000 bail had been set for Jolly at his initial court 

appearance after the Wednesday, February 18, eve-
ning machete attack which extended into the center of 
Cruz Bay near where Jolly was shot to death less than 
four months later. 

At the time of the February machete attack, Jolly 
told police he had turned the tables on someone who 
had attacked him.  Jolly was held in the St. Thomas 
Criminal Justice Complex following the February as-
sault.  Jolly had been ordered to appear at an arraign-
ment on March 5 in Superior Court, but there was no 
information available on the disposition of the case.

VIPD officials have had no comment on the in-
vestigation since the initial public statement: 

“On Friday, May 29, at approximately 11:12 p.m., 
officers were dispatched to the area of Kongens Gade 
in downtown Cruz Bay… following up on a report 
of a disturbance,” according to a Saturday, May 30, 
VIPD press release.  “Arriving to the location, offi-
cers observed a black male slumped-over in a patio 
chair, unresponsive to their verbal inquiries.”

“On further inspection, the black male was ob-
served to have several gunshot wounds to his body and 
was believed to have succumbed to those wounds,” 
the official statement continued.

The official statement made no specific reference 
to the exact time the shooting was reported to the 
VIPD to establish whether there had been any delay 
in VIPD response to the murder scene.

island Community Stunned in aftermath 
of Brazen “Hit” in downtown Cruz Bay

“On further inspection, the black 
male was observed to have several 
gunshot wounds to his body and 
was believed to have succumbed to 
those wounds.” – the official VIPD statement

taking out mamey Peak trash?

St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

The solitary, scenic collection station for the 
Mamey Peak neighborhood is usually well-monitored 
by residents of the mid-island, mountaintop Virgin 
Islands National Park in-holding, but the roadside 
location on the scenic mid-island drive is prone 
to wind-blown and rain-washed trash reaching 
surrounding vegetation, according to complaints 
voiced at a recent town meeting of about 40 
residents with V.I. National Park officials in late May.  
The NPS officials took heed of the complaints – and 
apparently so did the neighborhood residents.  The 
area surrounding the dumpster and recycling bin 
have been meticulously maintained ever since.
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drought Conditions spark New 
movement to Help donkeys
Local effort to “Save our Asses” kicks off with collaborative support

PO BOX 429, ST. JOHN, VI . 774-1625 . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

501 (3) c
NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION

BLAZE is a very 
good boy, and is 
always willing 
to please. He is 
about five years 
old and is very 
affectionate with 
people, and has a 
lot of energy to 
burn. Blaze would 
do best as a single 
pet (no dogs/
cats).

www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography

Yelena Rogers Photography

PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831

340-774-4027    603-401-4757
By JULIE EdwARds-VAN NEss

Special to St. John Tradewinds
With severe and continuing drought conditions 

and no end in sight, a group of concerned local resi-
dents decided it was time to take action to help the 
dehydrated and starving wild donkeys who are in im-
mediate need of support.

As a result, a grassroots community collaborative 
team was formed to provide public awareness of the 
problem and to secure sustainable funding solutions 
to support the historical animals who have roamed the 
island for decades.

“The ACC is thrilled to participate as the desig-
nated non-profit organization with this spirited move-
ment” said Lucy Banks, ACC President. “The don-
keys need emergency temporary relief now, at least 
until steady rains begin and the flora and fauna can re-
grow (before the animals will be self sufficient again) 
so local support is really appreciated.”

The ACC’s primary focus is on helping dogs and 
cats (78 presently), however, the inclusion of don-
key support was recently approved by the governing 
board and a special Facebook page was established in 
response to concerns for the donkeys care. 

Donors to the ACC will see 100 percent of their 
earmarked donkey funds going towards food, water 
and necessary veterinary services. The ACC also ap-
preciates on-going dog and cat support as well and is 
a registered 501 (c) (3).

Budgets for donkey care will be set up in stages, 
based on short-term, mid-range and long-term needs 
and goals, but current costs average between $600 
and $1,500 per month based on the number of don-
keys reached and the ever-increasing need for water 
and food during the intense drought conditions.

Oriel Smith, a passionate community advocate for 
the donkey’s, has been providing his own personal 
resources for up to 24 donkey’s care, in conjunction 

with the assistance of Caneel Bay Resort. When lo-
cal residents heard about Smith’s personal generosity, 
others wanted to join the movement and show their 
support too. The affectionate motto “Save our Asses” 
was then born.

Other local animal advocates include Dana Bar-
tlett, from the Carolina Corral in Coral Bay, and 
she has created a GoFundMe.com site to help raise 
money for her business in order to obtain a new truck 
and trailer to help get hay to both horses and the nine 
donkeys at her corral.

Additional support from local retail businesses in-
clude: Big Planet, Made in St. John, Pig & Rooster, 
Jolly Dog, Chelsea Drug Store of St. John, Love City 
Beach Shop and Skinny Legs who have all graciously 
stepped up for the cause through either displaying 
and/or selling special “Save our Asses” t-shirts for lo-
cal residents and tourists alike. 

A percentage of the proceeds will go to support 
the donkey relief and the ACC will promote via social 
media. St. John Hardware is also offering discounted 
$6 buckets (normally $8.59 per bucket) for those resi-
dents who want to be a part of pro-active “bucket bri-
gade” who will place their buckets on their property 
and either fill them with water, or allow other caring 
people to drop water into their bucket, as needed, to 
more immediately engage daily. 

There are only three water buckets out now: one 
on Centerline Road at Colombo’s Smoothie shop and 
two others on North Shore Road. The public can pur-
chase grain to feed the donkeys from Champion Feed 
in St.Thomas and drop off at the ACC.

Anyone who would like to help “Save Our Ass-
es” and show their support for the beloved donkeys, 
should contact Ryan Moore at the ACC at: (340) 774-
1625 or donate directly on the ACC website via Pay-
Pal at www.stjacc.org. Please note that the donation is 
for the donkeys when making a donation viaPayPal.

St. John Tradewinds News Photos 

A grassroots effort is teaming with the St. John ACC to help St. John feral donkeys 
through drought.



By JUdI sHImEL
St. John Tradewinds

The bumpy transition of gov-
ernment from one administration 
to the next and the grind of contin-
uous budget cuts is taking its toll 
on the Family Resource Center. 

Two years ago the St. Thomas 
based crisis center established a 
satellite agency on St. John when 
the local intervention agency 
closed.  The agency is suffering 
from “an accumulation of prom-
ises not kept” that is making it 
harder to help, according to FRC 
director Vivian St. Juste.  

The centers director spoke 
recently about the difficulties of 
steering a crisis intervention group 
without adequate resources.

For more than 30 years the 
Women’s Resource Center, later 
renamed the Family Resource 
Center, has helped battered wom-
en, rape victims, and families suf-
fering from domestic violence.  
A combination of paid staff and 
volunteers visit homes, hospitals, 
police stations, schools and court-
rooms to help clients.  The agen-
cy also operates a safe house for 

those who must escape their sur-
roundings.

Over the past two years St. 
Juste says FRC’s share of gov-
ernment funding has dwindled in 
unexpected ways.  Some of the 
uncertainty comes from revenue 
shortfalls leading to cutbacks in 
allotments to government agencies 
and non-profits receiving govern-
ment aid.

“The concern is that we are 
provided an annual award,” St. 
Juste explained.  “It’s broken up in 
four quarters.”

“For a few years, when we 
expect the amount to come in for 
the quarter, it gets reduced with no 
explanation, and this is money ap-
propriated by the Legislature,” she 
said.

The agency is now undergoing 
the latest shortfall, leaving paid 
staffers facing a payless payday.  A 
last minute disbursement of funds 
on Friday saved the day – for now.  
St. Juste came to St. John late Fri-
day afternoon to pay the lone crisis 
worker, Annette Smalls.

Money for that and other FRC 
paychecks came through the Fam-

ily and Youth Crisis Intervention 
grant.  Other monies provided 
through the Violence Against 
Women and the Victims of Crime 
Act grants are expected, St. Juste 
said, although they have not been 
available in the territory for the 
past few cycles.

Proposed services for Youth
The agency also has an ap-

plication in the pipeline for the 

Community Block Service grant, 
to help fund proposed services to 
youth on St. John. 

In spite of their precarious 
funding situation, the FRC direc-
tor says the staff and volunteers 
there continue to meet with cli-
ents, provide counseling and show 
up to whatever dire situation they 
are called to.

St. Juste said FRC is not the 

only resource police, hospital, 
schools and courts can turn to 
when victims of rape and domestic 
violence present themselves. It is, 
however, the one that is most like-
ly to be called for help, the center 
director said.

It’s a call the advocates take 
seriously and answer unfailingly, 
St. Juste said – even in the face of 
uncertainty.
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APPETIZERS 
 

HOUSEMADE TOASTED RAVIOLI  9.95 
Meat filled ravioli and fried with marinara sauce 

 
ZUPPA DI CLAMS  10.95 

Tomatoes, basil, garlic, butter, in a white wine sauce 
 

CRISPY ZUCCHINI FRITTE  9.95 
Served with a lemon aioli sauce 

 
FRIED MOZZARELLA MEDALLIONS  9.95 

Fresh mozzarella, breaded and fried 
with marinara sauce 

 
MEATBALLS  7.95 

Topped with whipped ricotta cheese 
 

PORCHETTA 12.95 
Rolled pork belly braised and rubbed with toasted 

fennel seeds, garlic & herbs served with 
roasted rosemary potatoes, arugula and sage 

 
ANTIPASTO PLATTER 

Sliced prosciutto, salami, pepperoncini, roasted red 
peppers, olives, with imported provolone and parmesan 

Serves 2  14.95  ~  Serves 4  26.95 
 

SALADS 
 

KALE OR CLASSIC CAESAR 11.95 
 

CLASSIC ITALIAN  8.95 
Fresh greens, cucumber, red onion and tomato with 

red wine vinaigrette 
 

CITRUS MARINATED KALE  12.95 
Fried capers with sautéed calamari 

and olive tapenade. 
 
 
 
 

* GLUTEN FREE PASTA AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
20% GRATUITY WILL BE ADDED TO PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE 

PASTA 
 

SHRIMP FETTUCCINE AL BURRO  26.95 
Fettuccine noodles in parmesan butter sauce 

 

CLAM FETTUCCINE AL BURRO 24.95 
Rich delicate parmesan and butter sauce 

 

CHICKEN FETTUCCINE AL BURRO  24.95 
Fettuccine noodles in parmesan butter sauce 

 

PAPPARDELLE PRIMAVERA  23.95 
Fresh vegetables, arugula, wild Italian mushrooms 

in roasted red pepper sofritto 
 

SPICY ANDOUILLE PAPPARDELLE 21.95 
Andouille sausage and red onions sautéed in 

spicy tomato pesto 
 

PENNE RIGATE BOLOGNESE  19.95 
Penne with our house made specialty meat sauce, 
created by slow cooking beef and pork in its own 

juices with vegetables. 
 

LINGUINI AND MEATBALLS  19.95 
Linguini with our house made pork and beef meatballs 

served with sesame bread 
 

PENNE PASTA MILANO  25.95 
Lightly breaded chicken, sun dried tomatoes, 

marinated Italian mushrooms, garlic cream sauce 
 

LINGUINI MONTE MARE  28.95 
Linguini noodles in a delicate seafood broth tossed 

with shrimp, clams, mussels, calamari, capers, 
mushrooms and tomatoes 

 

CHICKEN PARMIGANA  24.95 
Lightly breaded chicken breast baked with pomodoro 
sauce, fresh mozzarella, served on a bed of linguini 

 

EGGPLANT PARMIGANA  21.95 
Lightly breaded eggplant baked with pomodoro 

sauce, fresh mozzarella, served on a bed of linguini 
 
 
 

TRADITIONAL 
 

BAKED LASAGNA  19.95 
Ricotta, parmesan, mozzarella with pomodoro sauce 

 
BAKED MANICOTTI  MARKET 

(Chef’s daily selection ~ meat or vegetable) 
 

VEAL SCALLOPINI  26.95 
Breaded cutlet, served with fried potatoes, 

marinated tomato salad, fresh basil, red onion, 
red wine vinegar, olive oil and lemon 

 

CHICKEN SCALLOPINI  23.95 
Breaded breast, served with fried potatoes, 

marinated tomato salad, fresh basil, red onion, 
red wine vinegar, olive oil and lemon 

Uncertain Help Is Hand-delivered to Lone 
domestic Violence Advocate for st. John

Softball Clinics June 18, 19 and 22
st. John tradewinds

The St. John Department of Sports, Parks, and Recreation and St. 
John Sporting Center/V.I. Eagles, will present a series of free softball 
clinics for girls ages 12-18 with the University of North Carolina Coach-
ing Staff, headed by Head Coach Donna Papa. 

Head Coach Papa is now in her 30th year at UNC where she has 
helped build the University of North Carolina into one of the country’s 
top fastpitch softball programs.  On Nov. 30, 2012, Coach Papa was 
inducted into the National Fastpitch Coaches Association Hall of Fame, 
and continues to run successful camps during the off season.

The fastpitch softball clinic schedule will be as follows:
• June 18 at 1:30 p.m. at the National Park Service’s Ball Park (St. 

John)
• June 19 and 20 at 10:30 a.m. at Emile Griffith Ball Park (St. Thom-

as)  
• June 22, at 1:30 p.m. on the National Park Service’s Ball Park (St. 

John)
This is an opportunity for young women athletes to learn from an 

experienced college coaching staff.  All young ladies interested in im-
proving their softball skills ar invited to attend all four (4) clinics.

Interested persons are asked to contact Elroy Hill, Deputy Director 
of Sports, Parks, and Recreation St. John, at (340) 473-7502, or Lio-
nel Sprauve, President of the St. John Sporting Center, Inc./V.I. Eagles 
(340) 244-4220.
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Listen to the Waves Lap the Shoreline 
from Calabash Boom Cottages

By JAImE ELLIott
St. John Tradewinds

CALABAsH Boom — 
Enjoy the relaxing sound of the 
waves lapping the shoreline just 

across the street from your own 
quaint tropical cottages in Estate 
Calabash Boom.

The cottages contain a total 
of three bedrooms and two bath-

rooms spread over two private 
units on a 0.34-acre shaded lot 
and are for sale for $655,000, said 
Tammy Donnelly, broker/owner of 
340 Real Estate.

St. John Tradewinds News Photos

Across the street from the water, Calabash Boom 
Cottages offer stunning views.

“You will never tire of hear-
ing the sound of the surf lapping 
at the waters edge, which is just 
a stone’s throw away from this 
pod style quasi waterfront family 
home,” said Donnelly. “View your 
moored yacht just across the way 
from one of the multiple decks on 
the property.”

Wake up to the stunning views 
of a Caribbean sunrise and later 
enjoy a cocktail on the deck as you 
watch the full moon rise above the 
horizon. Look out to the beauti-
ful East End of St. John and gaze 
upon the island gems of the BVI in 
the distance. 

The Calabash Boom cottages 
are located in the laid-back Coral 
Bay area of St. John. While you’ll 
feel worlds away from it all, a 
mini-mart with all your needs is 
nearby and a short walk will lead 
you to the dining and shopping 
available at the Shipwreck Land-
ing complex. 

“The home is right across the 
street from the water, a conve-
nience store is located next door 
and Shipwreck Landing restaurant 
is an easy walk away,” said Don-
nelly.

The lower unit features a spa-
cious living room with high ceil-
ings, a recently remodeled kitchen, 

an aerie loft bedroom and a full 
bathroom. A second bedroom is 
tucked away in a screened-in sepa-
rate gazebo style pod.

The upper unit consists of one 
bedroom, a full bathroom, a cozy 
kitchen and a spacious living room. 
This unit also boasts two levels of 
decks featuring breath-taking wa-
ter views.

Both units are currently oper-
ating as two successful short-term 
rentals, yet offer a new buyer tons 
of potential, Donnelly explained.

“The two cottages share a kay-
ak, laundry and a gated driveway, 
but other wise they are private,” 
said the 340 Real Estate broker/
owner. “A new owner could live 
in one unit and rent the other one. 
Another option is to rent both, 
like they are currently being oper-
ated.”

The property is fully fenced, 
making the home perfect for fami-
lies with pets. The cottages also 
feature beautiful mahogany de-
tails, native stonework and grace-
ful arched doors and windows 
throughout.

For more information on the 
Calabash Boom cottages, call Don-
nelly at 340 Real Estate at (340) 
779-4478 or on her cell phone at 
(340) 643-6068.



By JAImE ELLIott
Special St. John Tradewinds
Eight Gifft Hill School high 

school students celebrated the 
end of a four-month internship in 
departments ranging from house-
keeping to culinary at Caneel Bay 
Resort on Friday, June 5.

The students gathered with 
Caneel Bay Resort managing di-
rector Nikolay Hotze on the re-
sort’s beautiful waterfront property 
on the final day of their internships 
which began in January.

This is the third year Caneel 
Bay and GHS have collaborated 
to introduce students to the hospi-
tality industry through the weekly 
program. Students spend Friday 
afternoons at Caneel Bay either 
rotating through various depart-
ments or focusing on one or two 
areas of the resort.

GHS Senior Makeda Dawson, 
who is heading off to Embry-Rid-
dle Aeronautic University in Or-
lando in a few months, has taken 
part in the Caneel Bay internship 
program for the past three years.

“The first year I rotated through 
all the departments and the second 
year  and this year I spent mostly 
at the gift shop, concierge and 
back of the house,” said Daw-
son. “A friend of mine worked at 
the gift shop and we bonded. She 
taught me about customer service 
and I loved the experience.”

“The whole program really 
opened my eyes to the tourism in-
dustry on St. John,” she said.

The program allows Caneel 
Bay Resort to introduce local stu-

dents to the main industry on St. 
John and Hotze pledged to offer 
the internship opportunity again 
next year.

“From our standpoint we al-
ways like to do this,” said Hotze. 
“Every year I think it improves 
and next year it’s going to have a 
little more structure.”

Students began the internship 
at the height of the busy winter 
tourist season, Hotze added.

“We’ve been very, very busy 
this year,” he said. “We’re still 
very busy and it’s June. In January, 
we were running around crazy. It’s 
good for you to see that and see 

how it can be.”
GHS Senior K’Yon Louis, 

who will attend the University 
of the Virgin Islands in the fall, 
loved interacting with guests, he 
explained.

“I like to see the guests and 

interact with them,” said Louis. “I 
want them to feel comfortable be-
cause then they’re going to have a 
good time.”

GHS Junior Thomas Nguyen 
spent his time in the Caneel Bay 
kitchens.

“I saw some changes this year 
from last year,” said Nguyen. 
“There were some new cooks and 
new college interns. I learned some 
new skills and new techniques.”

Jaqualyn Clarke, a senior who 
will study nursing at UVI in the 
fall, plans to have a side career in 
the culinary world, she explained.

“Working in the kitchen helped 
me a lot,” said Clarke. “I want to 
do culinary arts on the side and 
this experience taught me skills I 
will definitely use.”

Landis Wallace learned how 
difficult it is to run a resort.

“It was cool to see how much 
work goes into running a big re-
sort like this,” said Wallace. 

Opening students’ eyes to the 
reality of St. John tourism industry 
is important, according to Hotze.

“We do this program to show 
you what it takes to make this little 
island work,” said the Caneel Bay 
Resort managing director. “It’s 
important to be here. I’d like to 
see you go off and come back and 
work in this industry.”

All students who will return to 
GHS next year vowed to take part 
in the Caneel Bay Resort intern-
ship program once again. 
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St. JohnTradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

(L to R back row) Caneel Bay managing director Nikolay Hotze, Caleb Jones, K’Yon 
Louis, Thomas Nguyen, Landis Wallace (L to R front row) Jaqualyn Clarke, Genesis 
Dawson, Larisma Maduro, Makeda Dawson, GHS School and College Counsellor Brenda 
Kimball.

Timeless & ClassiC: famous mignot Pearl Designs
The perfect gift or purchase to remember your special island get-a-way.

S
Selection at Gibney Beach Villas / Hawksnet Bay / North Shore Rd / 340-643-2936

gHS Students Wrap up Four-Month internships at Caneel Bay
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We are five months into a new administration and already head-
lines read the same.

Past and present Governors are facing questions concerning the 
non-use of the Governor’s mansion. 

Past and present employees are embroiled in legal matters related 
to their respective professions.  

And the same old issue of the government near bankruptcy, yet 
seeking to increase wages for key positions.

“Haven’t we been here before?”
Many Virgin Islanders hopes and dreams were riding on this new 

change in power. Yet we open the newspaper each day to read about 
senators blocking nominations based on the proposed pay scale.

Five months into a new year and a new administration and we 
still do not have key positions filed. 

The real problem with this picture is that nobody has a sense of 
urgency. We are going to wait until the last minute to get anything 
done. A sad example to that is Puerto Rico barely passing a bill to 
increase their taxes in order to avoid filing for bankruptcy.

The alarm is sounding – Red Alert! Red Alert!
It is a shame to know that this governor battled so hard and finally 

got in, only to have him make the same mistakes previous officials 
have made.

Beware St. Johnians, despite the promises of a bright tomorrow, 
we are only facing a bleak today.

Read Between the Lines,
Emmanuel Prince

Note: If the Governors, Senators and Commissioners get “top 
dollar” for their services, we the people will pay more “tax dollars” 
to pay for it.  

Business as Usual

Crossword Answers (Puzzle located on Page 20)

Letters to St. John Tradewinds

SUBMIT LETTERS, OPINIONS & OBITUARIES TO: 
editor@tradewinds.vi

Republicans don’t want to maintain Americas in-
frastructure, it’s a little like WAPA’s meth-ology; if it 
breaks we didn’t need it anyway. China has trains that 
go two hundred miles an hour, ours are dangerous. 
Republicans don’t even want to patch the potholes in 
the roads.

I know that their puppeteers want them to help 
some people to get richer, and I know that their hot 
buttons are pressed.

Want more guns, join us, don’t like homos join 
us, want to get Rich join us, don’t want other people 
to have abortions, join us. Now they have thirty can-
didates to be their Candidate for the President of The 
United States. Will it be Amateur Hour or Comedy 
Central?  

 This week the Supreme Court decided that threat-
ening to cut some one’s heart out of her body on Face 
Book is not a crime unless the poster is intending to 
kill the person, it is not enough that he traumatizes her 
to consider it a crime. This is the same country where 
if you happen to have a gun and someone scares you, 
you can kill them. That seems like an odd dichotomy

 Watching Bill Maher this week reminded me of 
the mess that America is in and the mess that it is 
making in the world. I just keep coming back to the 
idea that we can be different. 

 Ever since I moved here in 1992 I have seen im-
provement and at the same time NH where I grew up 
has gone backward, it was then what it could be. 

 We have a very unique Community. Unique in 

so many ways it is difficult to count and we have au-
tonomy, we control our own community. The U.S. is 
happy to shower us with funds, all we have to do is 
to use the money, use it wisely and fill out the forms 
and reports. The weather is great, it is one of the most 
beautiful places in the world and tourists are happy to 
pay to visit us.

 This summer there is a pre-kindergarten, kinder-
garten-catchup, summer school at E. Oliver Benja-
min. It wasn’t that long ago when we didn’t know 
when school was going to start in September until the 
day before it started because contractors were not fin-
ished patching them up. 

 This is truly something, starting to help kids pre-
pare for the next step in their lives. We need to un-
derstand that kids need direction and guidance. They 
don’t need to learn to be fearful and they can learn to 
take care of each other; because our teacher won’t hit 
them anymore.  

 Our leaders deserve some direction. 
I have met or communicated with most of the 

Senators and I think that they would like to help the 
community.  They need a lot of help and it could be 
us that steered the boat. If only we could focus long 
enough to create a platform. Then we could tell them 
we will re-elect them if they correct some of the prob-
lems. If there are enough people that would like to do 
this we could make a difference.

Anyone think of any good ideas?
Greg miller

Let’s Make a Difference

I am definitely a believer and 
dreamer. No halfway for me, I am 
fully there!

I have now completed three 
weeks of chemo and radiation 
treatments. Three more weeks to 
go. A halfway for sure, but only 
for this step.  Many more halfways 
will follow for sure. 

After the treatments, there will 
be a few weeks rest from radiation 
before an MRI, but then there will 
be an increase to my oral chemo.  
Then waiting for results to deter-
mine the effectiveness of the treat-
ments and the next step. Lots of 
steps in the process. That will put 
us into mid-July.  

Halfway has a very flexible 
definition when time is consid-
ered. Halfway has a good sound 
and who is going to question Ted-
dy R’s wisdom.

The next step, what a wonder to 
consider. Quite an unknown place 
to face without really knowing. 
Facing the unknown is becoming 

a regular visitor around here. But 
my spirit and my mind embrace 
this good life.

For these next three weeks, 
I know this is going to be a time 
when I will be getting more fa-
tigued and gradually less steady. I 
am still quite active, but I am reck-
oning that I am not able to do as 
much as I could just a few weeks 
ago. With the radiation treatments, 
just a few seconds in the full sun 
and it will bring on almost blind-
ing headaches. So ... I stay out of 
the sun!

The edema (swelling) in my 
brain, which at one point was near-
ly half my brain, has gave gone 
down enough for the doctors to re-
duce the steroids which are given 
to “Puff-U-Up” for healing.  I can 
tell because I am thinking clearer. 
These steroids are aggressive and 
demanding on my system.  I refer 
to my steroids as “Stu.” Stu wants 
sugar but gets peanut butter.

So far, pill management is 

probably the hardest challenge 
Tricia and I face on a daily basis. 
Short term memory and fatigue 
(both of us) do not help in organiz-
ing and taking pills all day long. 
With about a dozen pills to be tak-
ing from sunrise to near midnight, 
attention is necessary all day long.  
Just as one pill is winding down, 
it’s time for another one. But it is 
manageable and I am grateful this 
is my biggest challenge.

Thanks for all of your support, 
thoughts and love the past weeks. 
I have enjoyed the company of 
dear friends and the stimulation 
of good conversation.  Tricia and 
I are very thankful for the many 
rides to the hospital for the radia-
tion treatments. Not being able to 
drive since December, I appreciate 
being able to stop off to pick up 
this, that and anything. Thanks to 
all for the good company.

Every day plant, grow, live, 
love, and share to your best!

Randy Brown

“Believe You Can and You’re Halfway There” – Theodore Roosevelt
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Island Green Building Association

St. John Youth Coalition

 

The Iraqi Army has a history of moving to the rear 
and exposing their backsides to attacking forces.

The Iraqi Army melted like butter when we at-
tacked them in 2003.  They faded away when ISIL 
attacked them, and then lost Mosul and most of 
northwestern Iraq along with large quantities of U.S. 
equipment.  Recently they turned tail and abandoned 
U.S. military equipment when they ran from Rama-
di.

The Iraqi Army cannot be relied upon to fight 
ISIL or any other insurgent groups, and we should not 
supply them with weapons we could possibly face in 
the future.

Our attack aircraft are currently destroying for-

mer U.S. military vehicles captured by ISIL from the 
Iraqi Army, and this will continue into the future.

The latest news is the Administration is sending 
2,000 anti-tank rockets to combat ISIL vehicles.  We 
should not supply these rockets to the Iraqi Army, be-
cause they will probably fall into the hands of ISIL 
and other terrorist organizations, and if we ever have 
to go back into Iraq, our military could encounter 
these weapons.

We should reduce sending military equipment to 
the Iraqi Army and increase arms shipments to the 
Kurds and Druze.

donald A. moskowitz
Londonderry, NH

the Phantom iraqi army

Gifft Hill School wants your child. For the last 
37 years the little School on the Hill has grown from 
four children to one hundred and sixty-five students. 
We now provide a pre-school to twelve-grade educa-
tion. Our campus is now situated on six acres of land 
overlooking the National Park and South Shore of St 
John. We have a sports field that boasts of being the 
only one of its kind in the Virgin Islands. Our curricu-
lum is strong and personalized to meet the needs of 
students and faculty. There are special offerings, such 
as the Earth program, dance, music, theater, sports, 
visual arts which are all part of each student’s life at 
Gifft Hill School. We have top quality teachers; edu-
cated, trained and certified to insure that our students 
get the best possible education and exposure to the 
latest advances in information and technology. Our 
students are cared for and nurtured by an attentive 
staff that welcomes them and provides for any spe-
cial needs that may arise while they are under their 
care. We have a safe environment with no tolerance 
for violence or bullying.  We are a family school, a 
community school, a Virgin Islands School.

For those in the community that may think Gifft 
Hill School is only a private exclusive school for cer-
tain select children they are wrong. For others that 
think we are too expensive and only for well to do 
families, they are also wrong. One only has to watch 
the students arrive every morning to see that Gifft Hill 
School is truly a St John school for all island children. 
We are as diverse as our community, a true melting 
pot of cultures, colors, and backgrounds. My wife, 
Janet and I have been fortunate enough to be a part of 
this school from its humble beginnings. With children 

and now grandchildren attending Gifft Hill School I 
can tell this story with knowledge and history. When 
we first started Pine Peace School with a few others, 
there was no thought of it growing into what we have 
today at the Gifft Hill campus. Our needs at the time 
were simple and idealistic. We wanted an education 
for young children with an emphasis on nurturing 
the individual. Now, some thirty-seven years later, 
Gifft Hill School has advanced that view to a twenty 
first century educational philosophy, which has ma-
tured and perfected those very idealistic beginnings. 
Now our students have access to all the resources and 
educational tools they will need to prepare them for 
the competitive and expanding marketplace of ideas, 
challenges and opportunities.

That’s why we want your son or daughter to take 
advantage of this world-class education available 
here on St. John. If you want the best for your child, 
we want you to look at Gifft Hill School as an option. 
There is financial aid available for those that want 
Gifft Hill School for their child but can’t quite afford 
full tuition. A student sponsorship program is also 
available. It is easy to apply, financial information is 
strictly confidential, and it may be the best decision 
you will ever make. Just ask some of your neighbors 
that have children enrolled in the school and they 
will tell you how much Gifft Hill School has benefit-
ted their child. We know you care and are concerned 
about your child’s future, so that’s why we want you 
to check it out, you may be surprised at how easy it is 
to be a part of Gifft Hill School.

Andy Rutnik
st. John, VI

Guest Opinion

St John’s Gifft Hill School
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

wednesday, June 10
The St. Thomas East End Medical Center Corporation, Inc. 

and the UVI Caribbean Exploratory Research Center will host 
a town hall meeting at the Wesley Methodist Church Hall (147 
Anna’s Retreat) to discuss the health care needs of St. Thomas’ 
east end residents on Wednesday, June 10, from 5:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Refreshments will be served.

Friday, June 12
— Gifft Hill School’s graduation ceremony for the Class of 

2015 to be held on Trayser Field at the Upper Campus on Friday, 
June 12, at 5:30 p.m. with a reception to follow  the event. USVI 
Delegate to Congress Stacey Plaskett, will serve as commence-
ment speaker. Call 776-1730 for more information.

saturday, June 13
— Ivanna Eudora Kean graduation ceremonies will be at 4 

p.m. June 13, at the D.M. Wheatley Gymnasium.
sunday, June 14

— The Coral Bay Yacht Club is conducting an “in-the-water” 
Clean Up on Sunday, June 14, beginning at 9 a.m. to remove de-
bris in the near shore waters and on water accessible shorelines 
within Coral Harbor. (Meet at the dock.) 

— Charlotte Amalie High graduation ceremonies will be June 
14, at 5 p.m. at the UVI Sports & Fitness Center.

Friday, June 17
— The V.I. Department of Edcuation’s 2015 graduation and 

promotional exercises include the June 17 graduation of the Ju-
lius E. Sprauve School in Cruz Bay at 5:30 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria.

June 22-August 14
— Gifft Hill School will offer summer academic enrichment 

sessions for children ages 3 to 11 from June 22 to August 14. 
Qualified instructors will lead students in age-appropriate aca-
demic enrichment activities and field excursions that will enrich 
students’ understanding of classroom work. 

Friday and saturday, January 29-30, 2016
— Broadway Comes to St. John 2016 has been scheduled for 

Friday, January 29 and Saturday, January 30! 

ALCHoLICs ANoNYmoUs mEEtINGs
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay 

NARCotICs ANoNYmoUs mEEtINGs
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.

AL-ANoN mEEtINGs
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340) 

642-3263

Morgan’s Mango Is Ready To Rebuild!!

St. John Tradewinds News Photos

Carlos DeBlasi and Maria Ines of Morgan’s Mango, above left and center, with friend and 
volunteer Niall Bartlett, have persevered through the recovery efforts and the couple are 
ready to rebuild the kitchen and business office of their iconic restaurant which was damaged 
by an after-closing fire on April 28. 

Scores of friends and fellow restaurateurs turned out in force during May to demolish the 
remains of the “back of the house” at the open-air restaurant overlooking Cruz Bay Creek 
and prepare for rebuilding. The permitting process for the reconstruction of one of the island’s 
oldest hospitality businesses has gone smoothly and work will continue, according to Carlos. 

As of Saturday, June 6, a “relief fund” started by friends of Carlos and Maria on the 
gofundme internet site had raised $23,240 from 72 people to help the popular couple, 
who could not get fire insurance for the ramshackle wooden structure. The restaurant’s 
bar and dining deck were saved from damage by both St. John companies of the V.I. Fire 
Service who quickly contained the early morning fire.

Fans can only hope the couple will be able to offer their unmatched hospitality by the July 
4 parade. 
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Sea View Nursing Home Facing Decertification by Federal Regulators

Pollution 
Solutions 
Reduce trash to keep it out of the landfill 
and our environment! 
Reduce waste: 
 Buy in bulk to reduce  

unnecessary packaging,  
Share with a friend 

 Take a reusable bag  
when grocery shopping 

 Use reusable water bottles  
and other containers 

 Compost your food scraps 

 Turn yard waste into brush berms 

 Sign up to get paper mail  
electronically 

 Buy at yard sales 

340-776-2099 www.coralbaycommunitycouncil.org 

Produced under a grant by the Rural Utilities Service, United States Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this 
material are solely the responsibility of the Coral Bay Community Council and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Rural Utilities Service. 

St. John Tradewinds
The Department of Planning and Natural Resources advises the 

public that all boating registration and commercial fishers’ licensing for 
2015-2016 will be conducted as follows:

St. Thomas/St. John- Division of Environmental Enforcement, Cyril 
E. King Airport from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2-3:30 p.m.

Recreational boat & mooring registration is June 1 to June 30.
 Commercial fishers’ licensing and boat registration is July 13 to July 

15.
Commercial fishers are required to call the Division of Fish and Wild-

life (DFW) at 340-775-6762 for an appointment slot. Be advised that 
fishers are to receive a collaborative presentation from DPNR, NOAA 
Fisheries, US Coast Guard and National Park Service which may require 
40 minutes prior to registration. 

Fishermen on the island of St. John will be required to travel to De-
partment of Planning and Natural Resources on St. Thomas.

Note to Commercial Fishers: Appointments in both jurisdictions 
range between 9 a.m.-12 p.m. and 2-3:30 p.m., with limited slots per 
appointment time. Please call early to secure an appointment time and 
confirm how many helpers you intend to have accompany you. Presenta-
tions must be received during the registration process. If you are not able 
to register during the allotted time frame, late registration will still entail 
the presentation component; thus, it is recommended that you register 
during the allotted times in July. 

In order to be eligible for registration, commercial fishers must come 
prepared with all necessary documents, including commercial fishing 
licenses and helper cards, at the time scheduled for their appointment 
and be up to date on submission of commercial catch report forms. Com-
mercial fishers must be up-to-date on dues for their Division of Envi-
ronmental Enforcement managed fish house lockers or they will not be 
allowed to register. 

Contact the Division of Fish & Wildlife at 340-775-6762 on St. 
Thomas or 340-773-1082.

Note: the request for commercial fishers to make appointments with 
Fish and Wildlife.

Boating Registration and Commercial 
Fishers’ Licensing Announced

By JUdI sHImEL
St. John Tradewinds

st. tHomAs — The fed-
eral regulator of Medicare and 
Medicaid funded services has is-
sued a notice to Sea View Nursing 
Home, saying they will be decerti-
fied by June 30. Officials from the 
Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services cited the St. Thomas 
nursing home for continuous 
shortcomings in compliance.

Sea View is the only skilled 
nursing facility on the island of 
St. Thomas, serving clients on St. 
Thomas and St. John.

The 40-bed skilled nursing 
facility provides care to elderly 
patients who need long term 
medical care, patients undergoing 
rehabilitation after surgery and 
adolescents in need of supervi-
sion by the Department of Human 
Services. The potential revenue 

loss of Medicare reimbursements 
could reach $100,000 according 
to the head of the 31st Legislature 
Committee on Health, Hospitals 
and Human Services.

Officials in the Virgin Islands 
first learned of the decertification 
notice June 3. A statement from 
Sea View confirming the situation 
was issued that day. Although no 
name was attached to the state-
ment, it was released a few hours 
after a St. John Tradewinds re-
porter met with former Human 
Services Commissioner Sedonie 
Halbert in the Sea View business 
office.

On May 22, 2015, the Sea 
View Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Facility received correspondence 
from the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid (CMS) that the Medi-
care Provider Agreement with the 
Nursing Home will be terminated 

effective June 30, 2015, the state-
ment said. 

“The facility, in coordination 
with the Department of Human 
Services, the Office of the Gover-
nor and a Risk Management Team 
of professional volunteers are 
working on a comprehensive plan 
to correct the deficiencies identi-
fied by CMS and bring the facility 
into full compliance with all fed-
eral standards and regulations,” 
the statement continued.

“We are working expeditiously 
to continue services and keep the 

Nursing Home operational,” the 
statement concluded.

St. Croix Senator Kurt Vialet, 
chairman of the health and human 
services committee, said word of 
Sea View’s problems have been 
circulating through the local health 
care community for a while. At 
the time word reached of the CMS 
notice, Sen. Vialet was presiding 
over a Senate committee meeting 
dealing with the troubled Gov. 
Juan F. Luis Hospital, also under 
intense CMS scrutiny and facing 
a similar fate.

Vialet said Human Services 
Commissioner Nominee Vivian 
Ebbesen-Fludd could not attend 
the June 3 meeting on JFL be-
cause she and her top administra-
tors were grappling with the situa-
tion at Sea View. 

When Ebbesen-Fludd does 
make contact with lawmakers, he 
said he hopes to learn if the situ-
ation at Sea View can be turned 
around in time to prevent Medi-
care and Medicaid patients from 
being transferred to other nursing 
facilities. 
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Baha’i Community of st. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 

776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany moravian Church 
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day saints 
 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 

Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713

Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI

Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578

Jehovah’s witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053

missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731 

our Lady of mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay 

at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish; 
Mondays: 12:15 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 7 a.m. 

& Fridays: 7 p.m. Call 776-6339 for more information.

Prayer House of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays

Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820

st. John methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

seventh day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

st. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230

st. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.

Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

Church Directory

KATS St. John Hosting Instructor 
Training Course June 27 and 28

KATS is having 
trouble attracting enough 
voluteer instructors for its 
sailling program.

St. JohnTradewinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott

By JAImE ELLIott
St. John Tradewinds

CoRAL BAY — Since 1988, 
the volunteers with Kids and the 
Sea, St. John have taught count-
less local children all about sea 
safety as well as the in’s and out’s 
of sailing vessels from Sunfish and 
Optimists to Lasers. 

Lately, however, KATS has 
been struggling to attract enough 
volunteers on a regular basis, ex-
plained Jennifer Robinson.

“KATS has struggled this year 
with having enough volunteers to 
provide adequate adult coverage,” 
said Robinson. “We haven’t been 
able to have continuity because 
every morning I can’t really do 
anything until I know who is going 
to be there and what they can do.”

Dedicated volunteers are also 
need to ensure the important pro-
gram’s lasting success, Robinson 
explained.

“Vicky Rogers, Thatcher Lord 
and I have been leading the pro-
gram for more than 20 years and 
we’re trying to groom new people 
for the passing of the baton even-
tually,” said Robinson. “We’re not 
ready to step down; we’ll always 
be involved. But it’s time to make 
sure the program will continue be-
yond us.”

To entice some new KATS vol-
unteers to join the program, Rob-
inson and Rogers have organized 
a free instructor training course 
on Saturday, June 27, and Sunday, 
June 28.

There is no sailing experience 
necessary for KATS instructors, 
interested residents just need to 
register by June 24 by calling Con-
nections East at (340) 779-4994. 
The instructor training will kick 
off at 9 a.m. on June 27 at Johnson 
Bay beach and end about 4 p.m. 
The Sunday session will begin at 9 
a.m. and run until about 12 p.m. 

Lunch and water will be pro-
vided and volunteers should wear 
sunscreen and expect to get wet, 
Robinson added.

The instructor training course 
will be a way for KATS leaders to 
effectively utilize the skills each 
volunteer brings to the program, 
explained Robinson.

“We’ve decided that in order 
to utilize volunteers more effec-
tively we need to instruct them in 
the rigging and de-rigging for Sun-
fish and Optimists and familiarize 
them with our physical area,” she 
said. “We’re going to train them in 
techniques for volunteering with 
KATS classes, instruct them in our 
safety practices and we’ll teach 
them how to sail a Sunfish.”

 Often volunteers will show up 
on Saturday morning at Johnson 
Bay where KATS meets each week 
at 9 a.m., but they won’t be clear 
how to help, Robinson added.

“We find people come to the 
beach and they want to help but we 
don’t know their skill level,” she 
said. “With the instructor training, 
when KATS starts back up again 
in the fall after our summer break, 

we’ll be bale to capitalize on the 
strengths of our volunteers.”

“It will familiarize us with 
them and their skills and they’ll 
learn from us what we expect from 
volunteers,” Robinson said.

The KATS leaders will also 
create an active calendar to allow 
volunteers to sign up for segments 
of the year instead of the entire 
season.

“It’s hard to get a year-long 
commitment from people so we’re 
going to have people volunteer for 
blocks of time instead,” said the 
KATS leader. “If someone wants 
to volunteer for the swimming 
program or the rowing program, 
they’ll be able to do that. If some-
one wants to teach racing they can 
coach for four weeks before a re-
gatta and put kids through train-
ing.”

The KATS program is all about 
introducing children to the natural 
resource right at their shoreline, 
Robinson explained.

“Our focus goes back to our 
mission statement which is taking 
our greatest human resource, our 
youth, and having them develop a 
relationship with our greatest natu-
ral resource, the sea that surrounds 
them, whether for recreation or vo-
cation,” she said.

For more details about KATS 
St. John, check out www.katst-
john.org. To register for the free 
June 27 and 28 instructor training 
course, call Connections East at 
(340) 779-4994 by June 24.
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St. John Tradewinds
st. John: On May 29, 2015, at approximately 11:10 p.m., of-

ficers were dispatched to the area of Kongens Gade in Cruz Bay. 
Upon arrival, officers observed a black male slumped over in a 
patio chair. Upon further inspection, police discovered that Kenson 
Jolly, known as “Jolly” from Pastory, had been shot several times. 
If you know anything about this homicide, please call the St. John 
Criminal Investigations Unit at 693-8880 or Crime Stoppers.  

st. Croix: On Sunday, March 31, 2002, shortly before 2 
a.m., 39-year-old Delroy Henry was shot to death near the intersec-
tion of Hill and Market Streets in downtown Christiansted.  Hen-
ry had been shot multiple times.  Police is asking for the public’s 
help because they still have no suspects nor any motive for the 
killing.

st. thomas: On Sunday, February 1, at about 9:05 p.m., po-
lice responded to Hospital Ground regarding reports of shots fired.  
Upon arrival, officers found an unresponsive male in the area of 
Lionel Robert Stadium who had been shot several times. Identi-
fied as Lakeel Wade, the victim later died at the hospital from the 
gunshot wounds. 

Police are seeking assistance in solving these crimes. Speak up.  
Be part of the solution.  Continue to help make our islands a safer 
place to live and visit by telling us what you know about these, or 
any other crimes.

There are several ways to do so: 
Visit www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org andclick Submit a Tip, or 

call 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). Or you can text “USVI” plus your 
message to CRIMES (274637).  All three of these methods will 
keep you anonymous.  

If your tip leads to an arrest or the recovery of stolen property, 
illegal drugs, or weapons, you will receive a cash reward to be paid 
according to your instructions.

Crimes of the week
Crime Stoppers uSVi

St. John Tradewinds
The Department of Human Services, Office of Child Care & Regula-

tory Services has limited funds to assist eligible parents to pay for sum-
mer camp fees for their children.

Applications will be available at the Department of Human Services 
– Subsidy, Resource & Referral Program (formerly – Block Grant) on St. 
Croix and St. Thomas on Monday, June 15, from 8 a.m., until slots are 
filled and at the Department of Human Services – Multipurpose Center 
on St. John on Tuesday, June 16, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Applicants interested in receiving summer camp assistance must be 
employed, attending school or training program and must meet the eli-
gibility requirements. Children between the ages of 3 and 12 years, as 
well as children with disabilities (special age provisions) are eligible to 
receive summer camp assistance.

For further information, please contact the Department of Human 
Services - Subsidy, Resource & Referral Program (formerly – Block 
Grant) on St. Thomas at (340) 774-0930 ext. 4186 or 4189.

GOVERNMENT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Environmental Enforcement 
8100 Lindberg Bay Ste.  # 16 

Cyril E. King Airport, Terminal Building Second Floor 
St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands 00802 

Tel: (340) 774-3320                                                                                           Fax (340) 714-9527

MAIL IN PROCEDURES FOR BOAT RENEWAL REGISTRATION 

Documents needed for boat renewal registration: 
1. Copy of prior year boat registration and mooring card(s). 
2. Check or Money Order ONLY Payable to DPNR. NO CASH
3. Telephone number on the check or money order. 
4. Self-addressed stamped envelope. 

FEE SCHEDULE BY CLASS OF VESSEL

CLASS TYPE LENGTH FEE

CLASS A Non-commercial Less than 16’ $25.00 
  Commercial Less than 16’ $37.50 

CLASS I Non-commercial 16’ to less than 26’ $50.00 
 Commercial 16’ to less than 26’ $75.00 

CLASS II Non-commercial 26’ to less than 40’ $100.00 
 Commercial 26’ to less than 40’ $150.00 

 CLASS III Non-commercial 40’ to less than 65’ $150.00 
  Commercial 40’ to less than 65’ $225.00 

 CLASS IV Non-commercial Greater than 65’ $200.00 
 Commercial Greater than 65’ $300.00  

PLEASE NOTE

     This fee schedule is pursuant to Title 25, Chapter 15 of the Virgin Islands Code. Payment can be made by 
      bank drafts, certified checks, money orders, traveler’s checks and personal checks. 

       Duplicate registration and transfers are $2.00.  

Mooring Fees: The lengths of the vessel multiply by $5 dollars.          

Human Services Offer Funds 
for Summer Camp Fees

St. John Tradewinds
Harvesting of queen conch is prohibited from June 1 through Octo-

ber 31 under V.I. Code Title 12, Chapter 9A, Sections 304 and 316.  Pos-
session of queen conch is prohibited from June 15 through October 31.

Queen Conch Closure June 1 to Oct. 1
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

Island Getaways
888-693-7676, 
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

suite st. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

Architecture
Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Art Galleries
Bajo el sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. 340-693-7070

Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery
Located at The Marketplace
340-693-8524

Banking
Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

Furniture
Carlos Furniture - 340-693-0016
Located at Tutu Park Mall on STT
Free delivery and setup to St. John

Green Building
Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar 
Series info and ReSource Depot 
inventory

Insurance
PGU Insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com

theodore tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
R&I PAttoN goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Real Estate
340 Real Estate Company, LLC
 340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com

Holiday Homes of st. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Fish trap Restaurant
and seafood market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

La tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

ocean 362
American Contemporary Cuisine
For reservations, call 340-776-0001

skinny Legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services
C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

Wedding Services
weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel 
Coordination, Accommodations

st. John Tradewinds
business directory

THe SCienCe oF
TRUMPETERS   
aCroSS
 1 Like galaxies and 

nebulae
 7 Cry after a long wait
 13 Beef or pork alternative
 20 Nabokov novel
 21 Obi-wearing companion
 22 Volcanic flow
 23 Is a hammy actor
 24 Start of a riddle
 26 Extras for iDevices
 27 See 8-Down
 29 — out a win (just prevail)
 30 Long Island town with a 

Triple Crown racetrack
 31 Riddle, part 2
 36 Corn bread
 37 Barracks site
 38 Shaker — (city in O.)
 39 Sweet roll
 41 Scuff up, e.g.
 42 Opposing voters
 45 March Madness, with 

“the”
 48 More spiteful
 51 Jack up, e.g.
 52 Riddle, part 3
 57 Brow shape
 58 Boxer’s prize
 59 Astral bear
 60 “Robinson Crusoe” 

novelist
 61 Riddle, part 4
 65 Banquets
 66 “Alfie” lyricist — David
 67 Scrubs sites, for short
 68 Ending for pay
 69 Blockhead

 73 Riddle, part 5
 81 Front wheel convergence
 82 Not of the cloth
 83 Jedi’s furry friend
 84 Butter lookalike
 85 End of the riddle
 89 Shrimplike crustacean
 90 Exploding water balloon 

sounds
 91 Triple-time dance, in 

Dijon
 92 Ira Levin’s “— Before 

Dying”
 93 Angry feeling
 96 Used a sofa
 97 Danson of “Cheers”
 98 Trunk growth
 100 Seat of Grand County, 

Utah
 102 Start of the riddle’s 

answer
 110 Apartment window sign
 112 Hoover offering, for 

short
 113 Blockhead
 114 Go bankrupt
 115 End of the riddle’s 

answer
 119 Nobel winner Eugene
 121 Northern French port
 122 Prix fixe part
 123 Moo makers
 124 Arid quality
 125 Eternal City citizens
 126 Enters, as a PIN

DOWN
 1 Shoe gripper
 2 Pizzazz
 3 Skiing locale
 4 Mirage carmaker
 5 Ending for Manhattan

 6 Black currant liqueur
 7 Like tumblers
 8 With 27-Across, Pavarotti 

number, e.g.
 9 Ignited, as a fire
 10 Fire leftover
 11 Bedclothes
 12 In bad taste
 13 “Evita” role Guevara
 14 Grand slams, e.g.
 15 “— cost ya”
 16 Put in a vise
 17 Blast sound
 18 Actress Lynch of four 

Harry Potter films
 19 Talk on and on
 25 Playboy founder, 

familiarly
 28 Tool for moving just-

baked bread or pizza
 32 Publisher Condé —
 33 Persian king
 34 Tiny, for short
 35 2012 rival of Romney
 40 FDR’s plan
 42 Hunter of Moby Dick
 43 Screenwriter Ephron
 44 Nervous twitches
 46 Baby cow
 47 Entr’—
 48 Ford make until ’11
 49 Celtic language
 50 Emu cousin
 53 “Bring It On” star Kirsten
 54 Suppositions
 55 Light bed
 56 “— So Fine” (Chiffons 

hit)
 58 Trying tot
 62 Lat-building exercises
 63 Building pest
 64 Get it wrong

 65 Clamorous criticism
 68 Often-requested Italian 

song
 69 Extreme degree
 70 Debtor’s note
 71 With 99-Down, brunch 

time, often
 72 Parts of clown outfits
 73 “It — be!”
 74 Bops
 75 Prosperity
 76 Pointed tools
 77 Minimization of job-

related hazards
 78 Jai follower
 79 Hedge plants
 80 Father’s Day callers
 82 Averse (to)
 86 Big dishes
 87 At any time
 88 Dry riverbed
 89 Onetime
 93 “Someone informed me 

...”
 94 Housetop laborer
 95 A bit crude
 97 Electronic music genre
 99 See 71-Down
 101 Irish writer Brendan
 103 Biblical exile
 104 Origami need
 105 Routinely
 106 Pharmacy measures
 107 Hook worms
 108 Palmer or Lehmann
 109 “Juno” star Page
 111 Campbell of “Party of 

Five”
 116 The, to Luc
 117 It spits out $20 bills
 118 Big gun gp.
 120 Fife refusal 
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Commercial/Storage Space Available

stoRAGE: 
SECURED LOCKERS, 

AUTOS FROM $35 
MONTH. 643-3283 

Real Estate

Coral Bay Domain
16 units on 8 lots

Off grid-solar-wind
Compost-H2O recovery

Pre-const, $397,500
www.domain-llc.com

EVERYtHING 
YoU NEEd

oN EVERY LEVEL

GREAt PLACE 
to sHoP, dINE 

ANd woRK

ComE JoIN Us 
wE HAVE sPACEs

 AVAILABLE —
 REtAIL, oFFICE 

oR stoRAGE

340-776-6455

        

Well-established power 
catamaran day charter business 

on St. John. 26ft Glacier 
Bay, dinghy, ground tackle, 

trailers, and all business-related 
equipment. All permits current, 

turnkey, Contact 
Capt. Bob 340-513-4498

For Rent

7-moNtH HoUsE 
RENtAL:

 2 BR + sleeping loft 
located on Bordeaux Mt. 

Spacious, beautifully main-
tained with amazing down 

island views. Available 
6/1-12/15 for 

$2,500 + Electric. 
For more info email 

info@st-john-villas.net and 
www.st-john-villas.net

For Rent

PRImE CommERCIAL 
sPACE in St. John 

Properties building. High 
pedestrian traffic area with 
road frontage and parking.  
Contact St. John Properties 

at 340/693-8485 
or stop by to view.

FoR RENt: 
GUINEA GRoVE 
APARtmENts  

One and two bedroom 
apartments with washer/

dryer, stove and 
refrigerator, across the 

street from Westin Resort. 
$1,150-1,700 per month.  

Contact Carolyn
 at st. John Properties

340/693-8485

Villa Lee Anna
Walking distance to town
 Furnished large Studio 

with deck  1,100
Furnished Two bedroom 

with nice view 1,600
Call Carolyn @ St. John 
properties 340- 693-8485

 Chocolate Hole East
Furnished  Long Term 
2 bed, 1 1/2 bath. AC, 

W&D, Electric included. 
$1850/mth. 1 yr or 6 mth 

lease. Dogs up to 10# 
Text or email Ron 

715-853-9696 
reironald@gmail.com

Commercial Space

Long-term, 1 bed, 
1-1/2 bath at private 

residence, Chocolate Hole, 
clean, modern, A/C, fenced 

yard area, easy off-road 
parking. $1000/mo + 
utitlities. First, last 

month + damage deposit. 
Call Bob 340-513-4498

m a g a z i n e
st. thomas

For Sale
Trade Names, logos & Domain Names

St. John Magazine
ST. Thomas Magazine

www.stjohnmagazine.com
www.stthomasmagazine.com

www.stcroixmagazine.com

SeriouS inquirieS only 
$30,000 oBo 

email: malinda@tradewinds.vi

For Sale

CAsH FoR YoUR 
st. JoHN VILLA!  

CLosE IN 30 dAYs!
Cash4villastjohn@gmail.com

EXPERIENCEd 
mAINtENANCE 

PERsoN 
needed for full service 

real estate firm.  
Contact St. John 

Properties at 693-8485

Business For Sale

CoRAL BAY
 2 BEd/2 BAtH $1650. 

Spacious open plan. Large 
rooms. Walking distance to 
Coral Bay Market and bus 
route. Partially furnished 

with covered deck. 
Shared W&D.

Ron 715-853-9696 
reironald@gmail.com

Employment

Executive Assistant
St. John School of the 

Arts is seeking one 
full-time individual who 
is extremely organized 

and takes initiative. As a 
non-profit organization, 

this position will oversee 
volunteers, requiring event 

set-up and break down. 
Twenty-one hours in a 
regular work week plus 

extra time for events will 
be required. This person 
will be responsible for 

keeping accurate records of 
ticket sales from events and 

class enrollments which 
require knowledge of Excel 

and Word using a MAC 
computer. Recording/

copying/gathering materials 
for grant reports and 

applications, managing 
building renovations/

repairs and some reception 
duties will be expected. 

Additional desired abilities 
are web updates using 

WordPress and updating 
the school’s status on social 

media as well as grant 
writing. Please contact Kim 
Wild at 340-779-4322 for 
further information. You 
may submit your resume 

in the office directly 
or mail to PO Box 180, 

St. John, VI 00831.



22   St. John Tradewinds,  June 8-14, 2015  

Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES

FOR LEASE

Call (340) 690-6699

• Private Individual Offices 
• Air Conditioning
• Utilities & Internet Included
• Conference Area
• On-Site Management

Plaskett Introduces Bill to Increase 
Hiring of Virgin Islands Veterans
  Virgin Islands Congresswoman hopeful new legislation 

will benefit veterans, employers
St. John Tradewinds

wAsHINGtoN, d.C. — As the nation 
prepares to memorialize the service and sac-
rifices of America’s military service mem-
bers, Virgin Islands Delegate to Congress 
Stacey Plaskett introduced legislation today 
in the U.S. House of Representatives to en-
courage small business employers around 
the country to hire veterans who have served 
in the National Guard and Ready Reserve.

“Introducing the Hire-A-Hero Act is 
necessary, in part, because we owe a debt 
of gratitude to our veterans—particularly 
the men and women of our National Guard 
– who continue to selflessly sacrifice in de-
fense of our homeland, whether it’s here at 
home or on distant shores. But it’s also im-
portant to remember that too many of our re-
turning veterans are having great difficulty 
transitioning from military service back to 
civilian life in our communities. Their needs 
have not been adequately addressed and, 
unfortunately, joblessness is, quite frankly, 
unacceptable,” Plaskett said.

Plaskett said that although the veteran 
unemployment rate has dropped to its low-
est level since 2008, the unemployment rate 
for post 9/11 veterans—the group most af-
fected by joblessness — remains higher 
than the national average.

“These are highly trained, well qualified 
individuals who can add tremendous value 
to an employer’s workforce,” said Plaskett.

Plaskett’s Hire-A-Hero Act will amend 
the Internal Revenue Code to allow employ-
ers a work opportunity tax credit (WOTC) 
for hiring a member of the National Guard 
or Ready Reserve, and make the WOTC 
credit permanent with respect to the hiring 
of qualified veterans and members of the 
National Guard and Reserve Component.

The Hire-A-Hero Act of 2015 has re-
ceived strong support from the National 
Guard Association of the United States 
(NGAUS).  In a letter to Congresswoman 
Plaskett, Major General Gus Hargett, USA 
(Ret.), President of NGAUS said, “On be-
half of the more than 45,000 members of the 
National Guard Association and the nearly 
500,000 soldiers and airmen of the National 
Guard thank you for your commitment to the 
members of the National Guard and thanks 
for your leadership.”

LTC Brian O’Reilly, Legislative Liaison 
of the National Guard Association of the 
United States- Virgin Islands ( NGAUS-VI) 
said he “supports the Work opportunity Tax 
Credit initiative, because it provides an at-
tractive incentive for employers to seek out 
National Guard and Reservist in their hiring 
process. Military members entering into the 
workforce are fully equipped with a disci-
plined work ethic and organizational skills 
that add value to any business or organiza-
tion”

According the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, the unemployment rate for post 9/11 
veterans is 7.2 percent, compared to the na-
tional average, which stands at 5.4 percent.

Plaskett is a member of the House Na-
tional Guard and Reserve Caucus and co-
sponsored legislation earlier this year to 
ensure Veterans access to health care. H.R. 
572, Veterans Access to Community Care 
Act 2015 was introduced to ensure Veterans 
could access private healthcare regardless 
if the VA medical facility could provide the 
services to a Veteran.

In March, the VA announced it would 
expand program eligibility to make access 
to care easier for Veterans living more than 
40 miles away from a VA medical facility.

Last rays 
of the Day

Two youngsters 
enjoy the fading rays 
of sun on Cruz Bay 
beach in front of 
Wharfside Village.

St. JohnTradewinds News 
Photo by Tom Oat



Real Estate

www.IslandiaRealEstate.com | www.SeaGlassProperties.com
O: 340-776-6666 F: 340-693-8499

Kokomo Cottage | $499,000
1 Bed | 1 Bath | 660 sqft

Serving St. John for Over 40 Years 

Villa Luminaria | $2,190,000
3 bed | 3.5 bath | 6,639 sqft 

Coral Rays | $1,800,000
  4 bed | 4 bath | 3,700  sqft 

Palm Terrace Unit 6 | $699,000
3 bed | 4 bath | 1,417 sqft 

Calabash Boom  | $595,000
 2 bed | 3 bath | 1,497 sqft 

Unicorn by the Sea | $1,495,000 
3 bed | 4 bath | 3,150 sqft

Cruz Views Unit 10 | $510,000
 2 bed | 1 bath | 933 sqft 

Rainbow Beach | $2,195,000
5 bed | 4 bath | 3,800 sqft

Milkmoon Cottage | $895,000
 2 bed | 2 bath | 1,475 sqft 

Call Today for Your FREE Island Living Magazine
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Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN FoR 55 YeaRs!
Located at the Marketplace  •  (340) 776-6776  •  (340) 774-8088   •  INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com

      Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824   •   www.HolidayHomesVi.com

 

 

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

“ROTUNDA”
Lavish Upper 
Peter Bay villa 
bordering the 
pristine VI 
National Park.  
5x5, sensational 
northern views,  
& beach access 
included.    

“VI FRIENDSHIP VILLA”
6x6.5 villa on 
Great Cruz Bay. 
Luxurious ameni-
ties including an 
exercise & game 
room, pool/hot 
tub & private 
sandy beach.

“CINNAMON STONES”
A classic 
Caribbean 
4x4.5 villa in the 
center of Estate 
Catherineberg 
with extraordinary 
North Shore 
views.  Pool & 
hot tub.

“SOUTHERN CROSS” & “DOLCE VITA”

Two houses 
in Chocolate 
Hole!  “Southern 
Cross”, 4x4 short 
term rental villa.  
“Dolce Vita”, 
substantial stone 
construction 
shell.

 “CASA MARE”
A uniquely 
modern home 
in a gracious 
setting. 4x4.5   A 
spa like décor 
and feel enhance 
the views of St. 
Thomas and 
beyond.

“GULL COTTAGE”
Waterfront el-
egance on Great 
Cruz Bay with 
3 bedrooms, 3 
baths, waterside 
pool and deck 
and gorgeous 
entertaining 
areas. 

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!                                                      MOTIVATED SELLERS!!                                                         SOME SELLER FINANCING!!

“VILLA MARBELLA”
Virgin Grand 
Estates, 3x3.5, 
fine finishes, 
large pool, 
custom-buil 
villa. Live on 
single level. 
St. Thomas 
sunset views.

“THE RETREAT”
Acclaimed 
waterfront home 
in Dreeket’s Bay.  
2x2 w/ gated 
privacy. Ultimate 
indoor/outdoor 
living, large great 
room, stunning 
views.

“STONECOURT”
A 3x3 haven 
high above the 
south shore.  1 
acre of privacy 
with sweeping 
views from 
Rams Head to 
St. Thomas.

“VILLA DIVERTIMENTO”
Overlook spar-
kling Chocolate 
Hole from lovely 
2x2.5 villa with 
30ft pool & deck. 
Island stone, ma-
sonry construc-
tion & mahogany 
finishes. 

“SAGO COTTAGE”
 A 1x1 adorable 
Caribbean style 
masonry cottage 
with wonderful 
down island 
views, breezes 
and a great 
rental history. 

FISCHER HOUSE
Newly built 
home with 
great gardens 
and unique tile 
details. Separate 
apartment on 
lower level, and 
upper deck for 
dining. 2X2.

VALUE PRICED HOME
Two-income Gifft 
Hill property of-
fers 2 apartments 
(2x1 each level). 
Tropical breezes 
& quiet valley 
location w/ fresh-
water stream & 
lush setting.

BEST DEAL IN CORAL BAY!
Three income-
producing 
apartments in 
Coral Bay, 2 units 
1x1 & 1 studio. 
Live here, rent 
the others. Easy 
access to transit 
& beaches.

“CARIBBEAN COTTAGE”
Clean, neat, 
cozy home on a 
private, shady, 
large lot, close to 
Coral Bay, with 
stone terraced 
gardens. Deeded 
rights to beach. 
1X1.

CAROLINA  from $ 54,678 
EMMAUS hillside $ 75,000
FISH BAY from $ 79,500
GLUCKSBERG  from  $ 89,000

FREEMAN’S GROUND from $ 115,000
SAUNDERS GUT  from  $ 130,000
CHOCOLATE HOLE from  $ 135,000
HANSEN BAY hillside & WATERFRONT $ 142,000

VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES  from  $ 145,000
CALABASH BOOM hillside $ 169,000
CONCORDIA from $ 179,000
RENDEZVOUS & DITLEFF from $ 195,000

LOVANGO CAY South shore from $ 250,000
SABA BAY from $ 595,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE from  $ 995,000 
WESTIN TIMESHARES from $ 3,999/wk

$398,700
MLS 15-136

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

$499,000
MLS 14-20

$350,000
MLS 14-457

$249,000
MLS 14-253

CRUZ VIEWS CONDO
Cute Island 
decor and 
great in town 
location, with 
amazing views. 
Low HOA with 
great rentals, 
good invest-
ment. $545,000

MLS 15-115

$7,485,000

VID
EO

MLS 12-424

$1,300,000
MLS 15-83

$3,650,000
MLS 15-68

$1,950,000
MLS 14-335

$1,325,000 
MLS 14-79

$825,000
MLS 14-254

OWN A MONTH IN A LUXURY HOME
3 BR/3.5 BA or 
4 BR/4.5 BA 
villa in upscale 
Virgin Grand 
Estates. 3,000 
sq ft villas w/ 
STT & sunset 
views, pool, 
AC & more. From $50,000

FR
ACTI

ONAL

$2,990,000 
MLS 13-481

VID
EO

$1,950,000
MLS 14-484

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

$4,900,000
MLS 13-512

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

VID
EO

BEACHFRONT GRANDE BAY RESORT
Charming, 
furnished 1x1 
condo offers 
a harbor view 
& in-town 
living. Pool, 
exercise 
facility & 
parking. $759,000

MLS 14-399

GRANDFA
TH

ERED 

HOA FE
ES

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

$3,495,000
MLS 14-504

VID
EO

$2,295,000 
MLS 15-99

WAT
ER

FR
ONT
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FESTIVAL & CULTURAL ORGANIZATION OF ST. JOHN, INC. 

 

 

 

          Festival Village Honoree: Bernice Mahoney-Boynes 

                  Festival Food Fair Honoree: Ruth Frett 

            Festival Parade Grand Marshal: Alecia M. Wells 
 

                              FESTIVAL THEME:  
          Come Together Culturally on the Scene for 
                            St. John Festival 2015 

 
        FRIDAY, June 5, 2015 SATURDAY, June 27, 2015 

              Festival Food Sale 2015   Festival VILLAGE 2015 OPENING 
                                1p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park 7p.m. Cruz Bay Parking Lot 
               Contact: Linda S. Williams (340)-776-6444 Contact: Jane Johannes (340)776-6450 
       Festival CHILDREN’S VILLAGE 2015   
                                              SATURDAY, June 6, 2015  6p.m. St. John National Park 

     Festival PAN-O-RAMA 2015 Contact: St. John Rotary Club -Alecia Wells (508)963-2641                                      
4p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park              

          Contact: Liston “Matey” Sewer (340)514-2341 FRIDAY, July 3, 2015 
       EMANCIPATION DAY 2015   

              SATURDAY, June 13, 2015 10a.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park 
         Festival BIKE RACE 2015 Contact: Alecia Wells (508) 963-2641 
           8a.m. St. John National Park  

                Contact: Jane Thill (340)514-6611 SATURDAY, July 4, 2015 
       Festival J’OUVERT 2015 

     SUNDAY, June 14, 2015 Sunrise: St. John National Park    
St. John FESTIVAL PRINCESS 2015 Pageant Contact: (340) 690-2728/ 690-1725/ 690-3692 

   6p.m. Winston E. Wells Ball Field Festival PARADE 2015 
      Contact: Loraine “Pat” Richards (340)626-4804 11a.m. St. John National Park 
       Contact: Natalie Thomas (340)690-1725 

              SATURDAY, June 20, 2015 Festival FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2015   
           St. John Festival QUEEN 2015 Pageant 9p.m. Cruz Bay Harbor 

                 8p.m. Winston E. Wells Ball Field Contact: MaLinda Nelson (340) 776-6492 
                         Contact: Enid Doway (340) 626-0785  
       SUNDAY, July 5, 2015 
                        SUNDAY, June 21, 2015 Festival POKER RUN 2015 
   Festival FOOD FAIR & CORONATION 2015 12p.m. Cruz Bay Beach Front 
                                1p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park Contact: Gaylord Sprauve (340) 690-9340 
                   Contact: Leona E. Smith (340) 690-3692  
                  Festival BOAT RACE 2015  
          3p.m. Cruz Bay Harbor  

           Contact: Slim (340) 771-2498 
        
        

St. John Festival 2015 

Note: Random TSA checks will be conducted, BE PREPARED 
FESTIVAL HOTLINE NUMBERS: (340)690-3692 or ((340)690-1725 

 


