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St. John residents packed the beautiful grounds of the Estate Susannaberg Ruins, above, for the Third 
Annual St. John Blues Blowout’s main concert on Saturay night, March 26. See back page for more on the St. 
John Blues Blowout and additional photos by Steve Simonsen. 
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St. John Tradewinds
Bethany Moravian Church Board of Stewards will be hosting a 

Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, April 9, from 7:30 to 10 a.m. in the 
church’s hall. The guest speaker is Ordained Minister Ethlyn “Etty” 
Ottley Farrell. Come out and be blessed! For more information, call 
the church at (340) 776-6291.

Bethany Moravian Church  
Prayer Breakfast is April 9

RAIN DATA
at Trunk Bay

Courtesy of Rafe Boulon

MARCH 2016
2.45 Inches

AVG. MARCH
1.76 Inches

2016 Y-T-D
5.62 Inches

AVERAGE Y-T-D
6.94 Inches

VIPD Commissioner will 
Meet with Residents

St. John Tradewinds
Attention St. John residents - V.I. Police Department Commis-

sioner Delroy Richards is accepting appointments on Thursday, 
April 21, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Anyone who has issues, con-
cerns or suggestions relative to the VIPD should contact Ms. Hol-
land at (340) 715-5506 for an appointment. This date was resched-
uled from March 31.

U.S. Secretary of Interior 
Sally Jewell Visits St. John

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

U.S. Department of Interior Secretary Sally Jewell visited St. John last week, making a 
stop at the Cinnamon Bay archeaology 
lab and meeting with Julius E. Sprauve 

School fourth graders, above and at 
left. During her first official visit to the   

Virgin Islands, Jewell also met with 
Governor Kenneth Mapp, members of 
the V.I. Climate Change Council (see 

Page 4 for story) and gave the keynote 
address at the 99th Transfer Day 

ceremony on St. Croix. 

BLUA Hearing on SEG’s 
CZM Permit is April 5 

St. John Tradewinds
The Board of Land Use Appeals is meeting to hear the appeal of 

the Coastal Zone Management permit approval of the Summer’s 
End Group’s marina project on Tuesday, April 5, at 10 a.m. at the 
St. John Legislature Building in Cruz Bay. Appeals to BLUA were 
made by the VI Conservation Society and Moravian Church Con-
ference.



By Amy Roberts
St. John Tradewinds

Some people will do anything to get at-
tention, and fortunately for us, their efforts 
contribute to the planet’s beauty and the 
public’s amusement. Such is the case with 
Air America, a charter airline company 
based in Puerto Rico.  

When he re-launched the business in De-
cember 2014, company president Luis Feli-
ciano wanted to do something to make his 
fleet of aircraft stand out among the compe-
tition. Feliciano and his team came up with 
the idea of using designs created by Carib-
bean artists to decorate his aircraft, and the 
results are “plane” delightful.

Feliciano showed off planes decorated by 
St. John artists Lisa Etre and Janet Cook-
Rutnik at a press conference at Cyril E. 
King Airport on St. Thomas on March 22.

Cook-Rutnik’s plane, the “Queen of the 
Caribbean,” features a woman’s colorful 
profile as she gazes upon a sailboat and 
an island. Etre’s plane, informally entitled 
“Fish that Give Color to the Sea,” is deco-
rated with 50 multicolored fish.

“The reaction is amazing,” said Felicia-
no, who wanted something “alive and enter-
taining” to brand his new company. “People 
are engaged with the colors and images.”

New York Knick’s star Carmelo Antho-
ny, arriving in San Juan on another airline’s 
flight, did a double take as he spotted the 
Piper Aztec decorated with Etre’s fish, and 
then backtracked and asked to have his pic-
ture taken next to it, Feliciano said.

Both Etre and Cook-Rutnik said that they 
were amazed last summer when they first 

received an email query from Air America 
soliciting their designs. 

“I was about to delete it because I thought 
it was spam,” said Cook-Rutnik

Both artists became known throughout 
the Caribbean for their colorful graphic 
imagery in their earlier years, but each had 
changed the focus of her work over time. 
Cook–Rutnik now develops more con-
temporary, conceptual art projects which 
include video, while Etre has lately con-
centrated on more painterly work and ex-
perimented with ceramics.

Etre found the process of decorating the 
plane to be relatively simple, she said.   

“I sat down with a set of colored markers 
and a pencil and played,” said Etre. 

Cook-Rutnik, on the other hand, said she 
found the project challenging.  

“I was trying to think about the volume 
of a plane while working on an 8x10-inch 
piece of paper,” she said. “I had done a lot of 
graphic art for tee-shirt designs in the 80’s 
and 90’s, and I drew from that source.”

Two artists from Puerto Rico, Carlos 
Davila Rinaldi and David Zayas, have also 
contributed their designs to Air America’s 
fleet. 

Air America is not the first airline to 
invite artists to take their work to a whole 
other level. Braniff International Airlines 
commissioned sculptor Alexander Calder to 
paint the exteriors of several planes between 
1972 and 1976.  

“Now they’re doing this kind of thing on 
cruise ships,” said Etre. “It’s awesome.”

When he set about creating a new image 
for Air America, Feliciano wanted to reflect 

the beauty of the tropics and encourage his 
clients to feel the festive nature of a vaca-
tion from the moment they saw the plane. 
His efforts have paid off; the company has 
grown 23 percent in the past 15 months of 
operation.

Air America’s planes fly to 30 destina-
tions, although the bulk of their charters 
involve travel among the U.S. and British 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Vieques, and 
Culebra. The fleet of five includes planes 
which accommodate five, seven and nine 
passengers.

The company does not currently have 
desk space at the airports in the Virgin Is-

lands, but passengers can book flights on 
their website at www.airamericacaribbean.
com. Air America flights generally leave 
from Gate 10 at King Airport.
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Work by St. John Artists Flying on Air America Planes

St. John Tradewinds News Photos courtesy of Air America

Beautiful, graphic art work by St. John artists Lisa Etre, at left and 
below, and Janet Cook-Rutnik, above, both posing with their work during a 
ceremony last week at Cyril E. King Airport, is flying on Air America planes. 
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Secretary of Interior Talks Climate Change in USVI
By Judi Shimel

St. John Tradewinds
U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell met with scientists 

and activists on the subject of climate change during a visit 
to the Virgin Islands last week, her first official visit to the 
territory. 

Talks lasting over an hour took place in a conference 
room at the National Park Visitor’s Center in Cruz Bay on 
March 30.

Former Senate President Shawn-Michael Malone headed 
up the team formed to serve on Gov. Kenneth Mapp’s Cli-
mate Change Council. Jewell commended the governor for 
forming an advisory group to help inform policy makers and 
the public about the ways climate change affects the terri-
tory.

The Interior Department oversees the affairs of U.S. in-
sular areas like Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and Native 
American lands on the U.S. mainland.

The Interior Secretary asked panel members to share 
with her their thoughts and concerns over climate change 
related matters the federal government might overlook. In-
formation shared during the meeting would help to shape 
the overall policy.

Jewell also commended the governor for steps his admin-
istration has taken since October to advance efforts in sup-
port of communities facing climate change impacts.

“Bringing you together as a steering committee for the 
council is visionary, on his part, and as you do your part, 
we will be able to share your successes, working together, 
with other island communities – particularly the territories 
because there’s no one more vulnerable to climate change 
than island communities in the Caribbean and the Pacific,” 
said Jewell.

Identifying priorities would make it more likely that 
some could be met, given the political and funding chal-
lenges facing the administration of U.S. President Barack 

Obama, according to the Interior Secretary.
Joining the secretary at the Cruz Bay meeting were for-

mer VI Senator Basil Ottley, currently serving as policy di-
rector to Interior. The Assistant Secretary of Insular Affairs, 
Esther Kia’aina, was on hand as well.

Those sharing their thoughts included Malone, former 
UVI President Laverne Ragster, UVI professor emeritus 
Roy Watlington, St. Croix environmentalist Paul Chakroff, 
director of Coastal Zone Management for the Department 
of Planning and Natural Resources Jean-Pierre Oriol, direc-
tor of UVI Green Technology Center Wayne Archibald, and 
Angela Balfon, assistant to Malone.

Within the Virgin Islands are natural resources that can be 
used to measure climate change, according to the council.

Ragster compared the VI’s role as that of a canary in a 
coal mine.

Jewell said federal authorities are particularly interested 
in coral reefs. She counted their value along with that of bar-
rier islands fringing the U.S. Eastern Seaboard. When Hur-
ricane Sandy struck the Mid Atlantic States in 2012, areas 
protected by barrier islands suffered less damage than those 
that were not, she said.

Oriol touched on another area where the territory and the 
feds share an interest — development of micro grid electri-
cal systems. The Department of Interior is exploring some 
aspects of micro grids, Jewell said.

Watlington, a geologist and oceanographer, appealed for 
help to identify and train future scientists. The secretary 
agreed that experts with local knowledge about the environ-
ment are the best ones to spot signs of climate change.

Malone told Jewell the council formed in June as a steer-
ing committee. They have met to talk about organizational 
matters only so far. Further progress may be achieved with-
in the next few days, when discussions about the council 
come up at one of the governor’s monthly cabinet meetings, 
Malone added.

Archibald spoke about a two-day regional climate change 
workshop that was hosed in January by the green technol-
ogy center. There, experts from the University of the West 
Indies, Jamaica campus, shared their findings on the subject.

The secretary thanked the group for its input and told 
them each U.S. territory can expect an allotment of $1.5 
million to further its efforts.

The climate council meeting was one of several matters 
on Jewell’s agenda as she came to the Virgin Islands March 
29, said Interior spokeswoman Jessica Kershaw.

The secretary also spent time with students from the Ju-
lius E. Sprauve School and announced an award to the ter-
ritory of $25,000 to help launch the federal program called 
“Every Kid in a Park” on  a local level.

Jewell also sat for talks with Mapp and delivered an ad-
dress to the people of the Virgin Islands at the 99th Transfer 
Day ceremonies on March 31.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott 

U.S. Department of Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell, above, commended Governor Mapp for 

forming the Climate Change Council to help 
federal officials understand local needs.
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Story Time at Elaine 
I. Sprauve Library

By Amy Roberts
St. John Tradewinds

I have always imagined that Paradise will be a kind of 
library. ― Jorge Luis Borges 

Borges might have imagined Paradise as a library, but St. 
Johnians don’t have to try to imagine a library in Paradise 
— we have one here.

The Elaine I. Sprauve Library offers access to the world 
of information as well as the realms of the imagination 
through the oldest, most traditional means — storytelling 
— as well as through high-speed connection to the Internet.

St. John residents are taking advantage of the services of-
fered at the library, according to librarian Ashley Till. 

 “The perception is that we’re not so well used, but we 
are,” said Till. “We average about 900 visits per month. The 
library is adding to the book collection regularly, and thanks 
to the Friends of the Library, the DVD collection is growing 
as well.”

Till has expanded a program in reading out loud to young 
children since she became the librarian in May 2015. Every 
Tuesday through Thursday, groups of children from the Gifft 
Hill School, the Christian Outreach Academy, the Methodist 
Church Preschool, and Head Start arrive for 30-minute ses-
sions of books read by volunteers.

“We’re always looking for volunteers,” said Till.  “They 
enjoy it; the participation is rewarding,” 

Volunteers range from Virgin Island National Park Su-
perintendent Brion Fitzgerald, who regularly reads to the 
Head Start children, to a 12-year old boy who is being 
homeschooled, to retirees looking for a way to give back to 
the community.

Fitzgerald started volunteering at the Sprauve Library 
when he moved to St. John in 2013. 

“I heard about the program and reached out to Carol 
[McGuiness, the Sprauve librarian who retired in Decem-
ber 2014.],” said the VINP Superintendent. “She said she’d 
love to have me do it.  I’ve always worked with youth — I 
coached youth soccer and girls’ soccer for 20 years.”

“You get to see those bright, shiny faces,” he said. “By 
the time I get done, even if I had a bad morning earlier, I 
leave feeling fantastic.”

Fitzgerald said he and his wife read to their own three 
(now grown) children every night. Now, in preparation for 

his visits to the library,Till usually selects about 15 books, 
and he chooses four or five to read.  

“I try to read books that relate to the beauty of the islands, 
and books with themes like ‘It’s okay to be different,’ or 
‘Everybody has a bad day,’ and books about counting,” he 
said.

As Fitzgerald reads, he tries to interact with the children 
as much as possible.  

“I say, ‘Show me how you count….That’s perfect!  
Great,” said the VINP Superintendent. “It’s like coaching. 
You don’t want to leave any child out. You try to make eye 
contact. You try to draw out the quiet ones.”

Because he takes out time from his work day to read to 
the children, Fitzgerald always arrives in full National Park 
Service regalia. It’s an added benefit that children learn to 
see a person in uniform as someone they can relate to. 

Fitzgerald is not the only VINP employee who reads 
to youngsters. Several other NPS employees — Corinne 
Fenner, Alana Smith, and Ted Johnson—visit local schools 
regularly to read to children, he added.

On one Thursday morning, a group of preschoolers first 
sat attentively for “The Foolish Tortoise” by Richard Buck-
ley and Eric Carle, a story about a tortoise who learns the 
consequences of taking off his shell. 

The children then leaped into action, imitating a giraffe 
stretching his neck and an elephant stomping his feet as they 
listened to Carle’s “From Head to Toe.”

It’s not just young children who are using the Sprauve 
Library on a daily basis.  

“We’ve got an impromptu after-school program, a group 
of 4th through 8th grade students, mostly from the Julius E. 
Sprauve School, who come in to do their homework, play 
games, and use the computers,” said Till.

The older children are particularly attracted by the high-
speed Internet on the five desktop computers provided by 
the Virgin Islands Next Generation Network (viNGN.)  

On March 15, the viNGN sponsored an event at the li-

brary to promote the use of free Wi-Fi that is now available 
to the community.  While adults attended a workshop on 
the safe use of the Internet, sixth and seventh graders from 
JESS played games and collaborated to build towers made 
of uncooked spaghetti and marshmallows. 

“I was amazed to see how they worked together,” said 
Pamela Finley, who serves as the viNGN’s Insular PCC Site 
Manager/School Technology Program Coordinator. “You 
could see them using all their higher order thinking skills,” 

Finley is scheduled to be at Sprauve Library every other 
week (on the first and third Thursdays each month) to coach 
adults on their computer use. She arrives ready to show 
them how to send email, use applications like Facebook, 
Dropbox or Microsoft Word, or order merchandise online. 
She also works with senior citizens at the center in Estate 
Adrian.

 “A lot of adults know what they want to do, but they 
need a confidence boost,” said Finley. “And if they want a 
private session, we can schedule it for the afternoon. A lot 
of people want to learn to use their own computer, or learn 
how to do online banking, and prefer to do that privately.”

“Once they know the password for the Wi-Fi, they can 
come to the library and use their computers on their own,” 
she said.

Finley’s regular hours at Sprauve Library are 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and by appointment from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. The library 
closes for lunch from 1 to 2 p.m. Finley can be reached to 
schedule a private session at (340) 715-8581, ext. 2239.

For readers who have not been to the library, it’s worth 
a trip just to experience the architecture. The building is 
on the site of the Estate Enighed great house which dates 
back to 1757. Fire destroyed the original structure, but the 
building was completely restored in 1980 and was named in 
honor of Elaine I. Sprauve for her service to the government 
and the community.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Amy Roberts     

Students at Elaine I. Sprauve Library, 
above, adore having stories read to them 
each week by vounteers. 



St. John Tradewinds
You might think this sort of question is more appropriate for the advice column: “Are you feeling a bit 

overwhelmed by the busy season on St. John, with too many pickups at the dock, cars in town, visitors on the 
beaches, fundraiser events, margaritas after work, and dead iguanas on the road? Here are five scientifically-
proven tips for raising your mood and energy level…” 

But no, bear with me — I am still talking about trees.
A few weeks ago I was invited to an Audubon Society slide show, and while we were chatting I mentioned 

my work on the Unitarians’ Tree Appreciation project. Our hostess, Cassie Ellis, said she had something in-
teresting to show me, so I followed her out the back and down some steps towards the base of an impressive 
mango tree. The interesting thing was a large rock wedged in between the trunk and one of the thick lower 
branches. 

Cassie explained that the mango had grown very large but never had any fruit until a gardener stuck this 
rock into the crotch of the tree. Then the next year it produced lots of mangos. Had I ever heard of this? No, I 
said, but promised to look into it.

For years my husband and I nurtured our own small mango tree. It flowered many times, but its tiny fruits 
never grew to maturity. The largest one we got was about the size of a marble. We were told it was too young, 
too dry, too shaded. Or it needed better soil, fertilizer, or spray to kill the white flies. We tried everything we 
were told, but never got one mango to eat. Then, we came back last fall and were sad to find it had died in the 
drought.

I asked around about the rock thing, and several people said they didn’t know about that, but they had heard 
of banging a rusty nail into a tree to make it fruit. One rationale offered was that the tree needs iron from the 
soil and is not getting enough, so the nail delivers it more directly into its system. Others said this was just 
superstition, wouldn’t work, and would harm the tree. 

On the Internet I read that “mature mango trees need to be stressed to become fruitful.” Maybe that’s what 
the rock was for? The trees have to make a switch from growing new leaves to producing flowers and fruits. 
That switch can be triggered by a period of dryness or cool weather, followed by rain. Commercial growers 
often manipulate irrigation schedules and fertilizer applications to prompt regular fruiting times, alternating 
with periods of rest and nutrient restoration. 

However, I also read about some much wilder ideas for getting a tree to flower and fruit — like hitting it 
with a chain or a baseball bat, partially girdling it, stretching the branches, and making a smoky fire underneath 
it. This seemed like some pretty dark stuff. Not the sort of thing the Unitarian Tree Appreciation Project would 
endorse. 

I imagined that most of the mature mango trees on St. John were managing to produce fruit without any 
major intervention. But what did I know. Once I started looking more carefully I noticed a number of other 
trees with strategically placed rocks or nails in them. 

Clearly some people believed these measures would help, and the trees weren’t obviously damaged as a 
result. I started thinking that maybe instead if coddling our mango tree we should have given it a beating to 
make it produce. Or at least put a rock in it to help it hold the fruit. 

Gail is an environmental lawyer and author of The Wild Life in an Island House. gkarlsson@att.net. For 
more information on the Unitarian Tree Appreciation Project, go to http://uufstjohn.com/treeproject/ or the 
Facebook page “UUF Tree Appreciation Project St. John VI.”
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Connecting 
with Nature
by Gail Karlsson

Can Stress Lead to 
Greater Productivity?

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photos by Gail Karlsson

More than a few 
people believe that 

introducing some 
stress to a mango 

tree — like the rock 
wedged in the tree 

at Cassie Ellis’ prop-
erty, at left, and the 
nail seen in a trunk, 

below — will help 
jump start the pro-

duction of tiny maho 
fruits, at left bottom, 
and eventually, ripe 
mango fruit, above.
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ATTENTION!
the next deadline for 

submitting to

St. John 
Tradewinds

is:
 Thursday,
April  14th

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

Island Green Living 
by Lovango Cay resident Dan Boyd

We Need to Help WMA
St. John Tradewinds

There was a meeting March 30 at the St. John Legislature Building to discuss trash on the island.
Mr. Mario Leonard, the Solid Waste Director of  the Virgin islands Waste Management Authority, was on 

hand to talk about the significant problems facing the Virgin Islands.
Our landfill is slated to close by 2020 and possibly before that date if the plan Waste Management has works.
The plan is to start charging “tipping fees” for any waste brought into the Susannaberg Transfer Station or 

the Bovoni Landfill. The funds generated by these tipping fees will help jump-start programs such as recycling, 
composting and reducing the amount of waste now being generated.

Oddly enough, there is not any real plan beyond the next year!
I understand that Waste Management is up against a wall and that something must be done to correct the 

inefficiency that has been commonplace with our waste disposal to date.
However, to come to a meeting and tell tax payers whose tax rates have increased more than 66 percent in 

the past year that they must start paying to dispose of their trash, is appalling to say the least. Especially when 
there is not any type of plan to say where the monies will be spent.

We do not need more studies and surveys, we need action and we need it now! 
I am not writing this article to bash Waste Management or Mr. Leonard. We all need to come together to 

solve this quandary which our islands are facing. I do not believe throwing money at it will make it go away. 
Illegal dumping is already a problem. If “tipping fees” are instituted, that problem will only get much worse. 
We need to get a feasible plan into action soon, very soon. I plan on contacting Mr. Leonard soon and I will 

ask him to meet with the people of St. John again to see if we can help. I welcome any and all ideas!   
We live in one of the most beautiful places on Earth. We owe it to our islands and our children to fix our 

trash problems.
Please start to think about all the trash that you generate!
For greener tomorrow.Dan Boyd of Island Solar is a Virgin Islands Energy Office authorized vendor. For 

more information call Boyd on his cell phone at 340-626-9685 or by email at islandsolarvi@gmail.com.

Mark Your 
Calendar: 
Broadway 

Comes to St. 
John April 22

& 23

St. John Tradewinds
Governor Kenneth Mapp is honoring his January pledge to faithfully negotiate and implement raises for 

Government employees and Agriculture Department workers will be among the first to see increases now that 
a new three year agreement with the Our Virgin Islands Labor Union has been successfully executed.

Chief Negotiator Designee Natalie Nelson Tang How, Esq. announced recently that the Governor had signed 
off on a Collective Bargaining Agreement with an expiration date of September 30, 2018 for the Department 
of Agriculture employees.

“Negotiations have been finalized and Agriculture staff will be among the first set of employees that can 
expect to receive their salary increases,” Attorney Tang How said. “Announcements about other departments 
are anticipated in the weeks ahead.”

VITEMA reported that about half of its employees will see increases in their next paychecks, with the re-
mainder still being processed. The Finance Department is  prepared to issue raises as soon as an agreement is 
finalized with its unionized employees, Commissioner Valdamier Collens said.

Attorney Tang How stated that the Office of Collective Bargaining has prioritized addressing expired union 
contracts per Governor Mapp’s mandate. She said Department of Agriculture employees can expect their raises 
in April.

“NOPAs are currently being processed for these DOA employees,” the Chief Negotiator Designee said.
It is critical that senators act favorably on Bill No. 31-0320, heard in last week’s meeting of the Legislature’s 

Finance Committe so that salary increases can be finalized for employees of the Bureau of Corrections, Bureau 
of Internal Revenue, Division of Personnel, Office of the Lieutenant Governor, Virgin Islands Fire Service, 
Department of Human Services, Department of Licensing & Consumer Affairs and the Virgin Islands Police 
Department, she said.

Some Government Employees 
Will See Raises This Month

 

Selling?
Buying?
Renting
Seeking? 

get 
ReSultS!

St. John Tradewinds 
Classifieds

e-mail: advertising@
tradewinds.vi  

or call 340-776-6496
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By Judi Shimel
St. John Tradewinds

Health and sanitation matters affecting 
St. John had a public airing at a March 30 
town hall meeting in Cruz Bay. About 40 
residents filled the seats in the Cruz Bay 
Legislative Conference Room where they 
heard advisories on mosquito borne illness 
and got updates on landfill and waste water 
management.

Presentations from the Department of 
Health and Waste Management Authority 
came at the invitation of St. John Admin-
istrator Camille Paris, sponsor of frequent 
town meetings since he was appointed to 
office in 2015.

Officials from DOH and the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention led 
off the Wednesday night discussions. WMA 
solid waste director Mario Leonard and en-
vironmental engineer Jeff Watson led the 
second part of the meeting agenda.

Paris said he invited to the meeting Leon-
ard and Watson after receiving complaints 
about the handling of solid waste and waste 
water on St. John.

DOH officials said they wanted to join 
the town meeting to update island residents 
on local efforts to slow the spread of Zika 
virus, chickungunya and dengue fever.

Residents listened carefully as CDC ad-
visor Anthony Badia described the outreach 
efforts that have been on going in the is-
lands for the past few weeks. As of the lat-
est advisory from DOH prior to the meet-
ing, there were 12 confirmed cases of Zika 
and seven confirmed cases of dengue in the 
territory.

“This is a local issue now, but it’s go-
ing to become an international issue very 
soon,” said DOH Deputy Commissioner 
Kimberly Jones.

The greatest concern expressed by DOH 
officials at the meeting centered on the 
transmission of Zika to pregnant women. To 
monitor the situation, 402 pregnant women 
have been tested for the virus, Jones said.

With 162 of those test results returned, 

none produced a positive result, Jones said. 
She called it reassuring but also insufficient. 
Detecting Zika virus is tricky, because some 
of the people who have been diagnosed dis-
play no symptoms, Jones added.

Residents were urged to be vigilant in 
preventing mosquito bites. Mosquitoes are 
identified by DOH officials as the primary 
means of Zika and dengue transmission.

Audience members questioned officials 
about efforts on their parts to manage areas 
where mosquito breeding is likely. Much of 
the focus fell on abandoned tires found at 
the Susannaberg landfill.

Resident Brian Smith said he wanted to 
know more about the controls being used to 
keep tires, which fill up with water during 
rains, from becoming breeding areas.

Questions and comments came quickly 
after Paris asked the WMA officials to in-
troduce themselves. The prior presentation 
by DOH officials on the spread of mosquito 
borne illness put used tires at the top of the 
agenda.

There are about 20,000 used tires at 
Susannaberg currently, Leonard said. The 
WMA is in the process of issuing a Request 
for Proposals to hire a contractor to bail the 
used tires and ship them off island.

Several audience members pointed to 
used tires as places where standing water 
collects after rain falls. With the current 
level of concern over the spread of Zika and 
dengue fever, WMA should make disposing 
of tires a priority, said the residents.

As the discussion segued from health to 
waste management, Paris took the opportu-
nity to update the public on the Susanna-
berg  Transfer Station. The island admin-
istrator predicted the long awaited solid 
waste transfer station would be in place 
within the next 60 days.

“It’s going to be done in two phases,” 
said Leonard. “The first is to get the com-
pactor working and operational. We hope to 
get that done by April 30. 

Leonard also spoke about plans to create 
convenience centers in Cruz Bay and Coral 

Bay for dispos-
al of household 
waste. This 
raised a new 
round of com-
plaints regard-
ing the mainte-
nance around 
existing bin 
sites.

L e o n a r d 
also updated 
the public on 

WMA’s progress towards implementing 
a solid waste management plan. WMA is 
now reviewing responses to a Request for 
Proposals, seeking a contractor to partner 
with to get the job done, Leonard explained.

As the discussion shifted to the second 
topic, the mood of the audience changed 
somewhat and became more critical. The 
mood  also grew more pro-active as the 
voices of St. John community leaders en-
couraged additional recycling.

Several people also spoke of the differ-
ent ways St. John has led the way in recy-
cling aluminum cans. Coral Bay Communi-
ty Council President Sharon Coldren spoke 
about her group’s efforts to keep recycling 
on track. Leonard said those efforts have re-
ceived WMA’s support.

“We have been working over the years 
with the support of Waste Management, 
other parties of the government, with Island 
Green, the St. John Community Founda-
tion, with recyclers of many forms, to try 
to help to get St. John and Coral Bay where 
we want to be on this,” said Coldren.

Most recently the group produced an in-
tegrated solid waste management plan for 
Coral Bay. Key to that particular plan is re-
cycling, she said. 

The solid waste manager said he was 
among those who looked forward to mak-
ing recycling a permanent component of 
waste management territory-wide.

Coldren, however, also criticized a long 
standing WMA practice of placing large 
bins to deposit household waste near the 
mangroves along Route 107.

Disorderly conditions springing up 
around trash bins all over St. John stirred 
the audience once more. Leonard said he’d 
like to do a better job, but doing so was go-
ing to require payment of tipping fees.

“There’s a cost for managing trash and 
we have to recognize, as a community, that 
we have to bear the burden,” Leonard said.

The Public Services Commission cur-
rently has a request from WMA to approve 
a fee structure that will be passed on to resi-
dents in various forms.

Residents Alyce and Paul Jordan criti-
cized agency officials for closing the land-
fill at night, which they said led to midnight 
dumping of appliances. Paris curtailed the 
comments, saying he was the one who 
asked that the gates at Susannaberg be shut 
after hours.

“We have to close the transfer station,” 
the administrator said.

It then became apparent there was some 
confusion surrounding the practice of mid-
night dumping.

St. John Community Foundation Direc-
tor Celia Kalousek said she confronted one 
appliance dumper to tell them leaving bulk 
waste near the bins was not allowed. The 
resident told her someone at Susannaberg 
said to leave the item there and Penn would 
pick it up.

“When residents see illegal dumping, 
what would you like to see residents do?” 
Alyce Paul asked. 

Leonard invited her to call him. What-
ever information could be shared, he said, 
would be passed along to WMA litter en-
forcement.

Kalousek refuted comments that it was 
only up to WMA to pick up after those who 
carelessly dispose of household waste. One 
of the SJCF’s programs is to recruit volun-
teers for pick up duty, she said.

“We put a call out to people and said, 
‘Hey, can you just adopt a bin site?’” 
Kalousek said. “It’s a grassroots thing. If 
you see dumped trash, it doesn’t matter 
who dumped it — pick it up.”

WMA has a crew on St. John that works 
in support of the contractor, Leonard added.

“We do the best we can,” he said. “They 
might clean up now and you might drive 
by an hour later and someone may have 
dumped something else.”

There was also criticism of the local con-
tractor, Penn Trucking, over the frequency 
with which bins are dumped. Recent dis-
ruptions with barge operations may have 
bin removals off schedule, but the contrac-
tor is trying to keep up, Leonard explained.

The solid waste director also laid out a 
timeline for putting the St. John transfer 
station together by the end of April. To ac-
complish this, Leonard said, the compactor 
will have to be put in place and hooked up 
and new fencing and lighting will also have 
to be installed.

If all goes according to plan, the new 
system will be ready by May, according to 
Leonard.

The next town hall meeting is scheduled 
for April 7.

Zika, Recycling and Midnight Dumping 
Highlight Town Hall Meeting

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Judi Shimel
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Terminix Companies Take $10 Million Plea Deal 
for Sirenusa Fumigation 

Employees Illegally Applied Pesticides Containing Methyl Bromide to Residences in 
St. John, St. Croix & St. Thomas, USVI

St. John Tradewinds
The pest control corporation Terminix International Company LP and its U.S. Virgin 

Islands operation Terminix International USVI LLC, were charged March 29 with multiple 
violations of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act for illegally applying 
fumigants containing methyl bromide in multiple residential locations in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, including the condominium resort complex in St. John where a family of four fell 
seriously ill last year after the unit below them was fumigated, the Department of Justice 
and the Environmental Protection Agency announced last week.

In a plea agreement, TERMINIX LP and TERMINIX, USVI agreed to pay a total of $10 
million in criminal fines, community service and restitution payments. Except for complet-
ing one government contract at the Port of Baltimore, TERMINIX LP has stopped using 
pesticides containing methyl bromide in the United States and U.S. Territories. 

Under the agreement TERMINIX, USVI will pay $5 million in fines and $1 million in 
restitution to the EPA for response and clean-up costs at the St. John resort. TERMINIX LP 
will pay a fine of $3 million and will fund a $1 million community service project in the 
U.S.V.I. The plea agreement is subject to approval by the district court.

“When misused, highly toxic pesticides can have catastrophic consequences, and that’s 
why those who are certified to apply them must do so responsibly and lawfully,” said As-
sistant Attorney General John Cruden for the Justice Department’s Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Division. “The facts in this case show the Terminix companies knowingly 
failed to properly manage their pest control operations in the U.S. Virgin Islands, allowing 
pesticides containing methyl bromide to be applied illegally and exposing a family of four 
to profoundly debilitating injuries. While on probation the companies are required to dem-
onstrate to the EPA changes to their internal management and systems to ensure this type of 
tragedy does not reoccur.”

“This prosecution demonstrates the importance of complying with environmental laws 
and regulations,” said U.S. Attorney Ronald Sharpe of the District of the Virgin Islands. 
“Tragically, the defendants’ failure to do so resulted in catastrophic injuries to the victims 
and exposed many others to similar harm. The United States Attorney’s Office is committed 
to the enforcement of environmental laws and will take all necessary steps to hold those 
who violate these laws criminally accountable and to protect residents and visitors of the 
Virgin Islands.”

“When you break a law that protects public health, there are real victims and real con-
sequences, as this case tragically shows,” said Assistant Administrator Cynthia Giles for 
EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. “This incident illustrates how 
important it is for EPA to enforce environmental laws and hold anyone accountable for 
endangering our safety. Today’s charges should send a clear message to the industry, and 
directs important funds toward training programs to help ensure this can’t happen again.”

In 1984 EPA banned the indoor use of methyl bromide products. The few remaining uses 
are severely restricted. Pesticides containing methyl bromide in the U.S. are restricted-use 
due to their acute toxicity, meaning that they must only be applied by a certified applicator. 
Health effects of acute exposure to methyl bromide are serious and include central nervous 
system and respiratory system damage. Pesticides can be very toxic and it is critically im-
portant that they be used only as approved by EPA.

After the government began its investigation, TERMINIX LP voluntarily ceased its use 
of methyl bromide in the U.S. and in U.S. territories, except for one remaining supervised 
government contract.

According to the information filed in federal court in the U.S. District Court of the Virgin 
Islands March 29, the defendants knowingly applied restricted-use fumigants at the Sire-
nusa resort in St. John for the purpose of exterminating household pests on or about Oct. 20, 
2014, and on or about March 18, 2015. 

The companies were also charged with applying the restricted-use pesticide in 12 resi-
dential units in St. Croix and one additional unit in St. Thomas between September 2012 
and February 2015.

According to the factual basis of the plea agreement, TERMINIX, USVI provided pest 
control services in the Virgin Islands including fumigation treatments for Powder Post Bee-
tles, a common problem in the islands. These fumigation treatments were referred to as 
“tape and seal” jobs, meaning that the affected area was to be sealed off from the rest of the 

structure with plastic sheeting and tape prior to the introduction of the fumigant. Customers 
were generally told that after a treatment persons could not enter the building for a two to 
three-day period.

On or about March 18, 2015, two employees of TERMINIX, USVI, performed a fumiga-
tion pesticide treatment at the lower rental unit of Building J at Sirenusa in St. John. The 
upper unit in Building J was occupied by a Delaware family of four. Via various means, 
methyl bromide from the lower unit migrated to the upper unit of Building J, causing seri-
ous injury to and hospitalization of the entire family.

EPA regional staff responded immediately to the incident in St. John, securing the scene, 
performing testing and addressing the contamination. Within days, the EPA sent out a pes-
ticide use warning to pesticides applicators in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, fol-
lowed by a broader pesticide notice to regulators in all states, the British Virgin Islands, and 
to other Caribbean and Latin American countries.

As a special condition of the companies’ three year probation, the defendants shall make 
good faith efforts to resolve past and future medical expenses for the family through sepa-
rate civil proceedings. If they do not do so before the end of the probationary period, they 
would be subject to an order of restitution and the government may petition the District 
Court to reopen the sentencing proceedings to seek recovery of past and future medical and 
other expenses.

The $10 million penalty includes $8 million in criminal fines, $1 million in restitution 
to the EPA for response and clean-up costs, and a $1 million community service payment 
to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation for the purpose of engaging a third party to 
provide training to pesticide applicators in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

The case was investigated by EPA Criminal Investigation Division working worked co-
operatively with the Virgins Islands government and, the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry.

Senior Litigation Counsel Howard Stewart of the Department of Justice, Environmental 
Crimes Section, and Assistant U.S. Attorney Kim Chisholm of the District of the Virgin 
Islands are prosecuting the case with assistance of Patricia Hick, EPA Region II Regional 
Criminal Enforcement Counsel.

The investigation is ongoing.
For more information about EPA’s pesticide program and its requirements, visit www.

epa.gov/pesticides/. For more information on methyl bromide, visit www.epa.gov/region2/
methylbromide.pdf.
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St. John Tradewinds
The first question that usually comes to a visitor’s mind when visiting a National Park is “what is the best way to see the Park?” 
Depending on their interest and level of activity, some may consider hiking a few trails, others taking a day sail, snorkeling in the pristine waters or participating in a land based taxi/

tour of the Park. Some people are looking for a memorable backdrop for a wedding while others may want to do some kayaking, stand up paddle boarding or scuba diving.   
Many of these activities you can do on your own or with one of our commercial use permit holders. If you are paying someone to take you into the Park or to coordinate an event in the 

Park, they are required to have a Commercial Use Authorization (CUA) permit and these are managed by our Commercial Services Office. This year, the Park issued 189 CUA permits 
to local individuals and companies to provide these opportunities for our visitors.

When deciding whether or not to issue a CUA permit, we are required by law to first consider the potential impact of that activity on the natural and cultural resources and the experi-
ence that activity may have on visitors who are not participating in it. We also have to consider if the activity or business opportunity is necessary and appropriate for the Park.  

While we issue a significant number of permits each year, there are a number of proposals that we cannot approve. Things such as Jeep rallies, beach massages, zip lining adventures, 
hair braiding services, Segway tours,  hang gliding and rock climbing excursions, just to name a few. There is constant pressure on our staff to offer more commercial use or to exceed the 
current use restrictions in locations that are culturally or naturally sensitive, or where we have limited infrastructure.   

As visitation reaches a fever pitch and expands to cover more of the shoulder seasons, we have to ensure that a balance is maintained to preserve and protect these precious resources 
for the enjoyment of future generations.   

Many people realize how financially challenged the National Park Service is, and often we are presented with the thought that if we offered more commercial activities, we could make 
more money and thus help to solve some of our financial woes. Striking the balance between preservation, protection and over commercialization is one of the most significant issues 
facing this and every National Park area.  

We owe it to the our resources, to our visitors and to current CUA permit holders to carefully consider any proposed new use or significant increase in current use to insure it does not 
lead to degradation of resources or negative visitor experience.  

Visitors from the community and off island come here because these places are protected and the experience here is so different from areas outside the Park and Monument. Significant 
change to that experience could drive those visitors to other areas and activities and none of us want that to happen. 

For those that may wonder, we do ask our CUA permit holders to play an active role in helping us to monitor use in these special areas. We hold them to a high standard in how they 
conduct activities in the Park. 

Most of these folks clearly understand that protecting the resource and the visitor experience is in our collective best interests and I can tell you that many take this responsibility very 
seriously. Most of these people got involved in a specific business because they truly enjoy sharing their love of our natural and cultural heritage. We sincerely appreciate their assistance 
and the excellent service they provide to our visitors.  

I hope to see you out in the Park. 

St. John Tradewinds
The Virgin Islands Department of Agriculture is ac-

cepting applications for the 2016 Specialty Crop Block 
Grant (SCBG) program.

Grants are awarded to projects intended to en-
hance the competitiveness of specialty crop industries 
through research, education or market development. 
Qualified projects are those meant to benefit the indus-
try as a whole as opposed to benefiting one individual, 
farm or company. The department will use a competi-
tive review process to select the most qualified proj-
ects. Selected projects will be included in the Virgin 
Islands’ state plan and will be submitted to the USDA 
for approval and funding. 

Specialty Crops include fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, 
nursery crops, herbs and more. Find a full list of eli-
gible crops and more information about the program at 
www.ams.usda.gov/scbgp.

Grant proposals will be evaluated on the following: 
Thoroughness of Proposal, Project Purpose, Potential 
Impact, Expected Measurable Outcomes, Work Plan, 

Realistic Nature of Budget and Narrative, Project 
Commitment, Overall Potential for Success and Sus-
tainability.

Individual farmers, non-profits, producer organiza-
tions, government agencies, universities and other ag-
ricultural organizations are encouraged to apply. Ap-
plications may involve collaborations or partnerships 
between entities. 

 Grant funds will be awarded for projects up to three 
years in duration. Typical projects are awarded be-
tween $5,000 and $50,000. In anticipation of receiving 
funding, project contracts and work would begin after 
the award announcement in October, 2016. Application 
deadline is May 2, 2016.

Eligible project expenses include compensation for 
personnel, consultant services, materials and supplies, 
and miscellaneous costs. Those applicants that are 
awarded grants must provide at least 100% percent of 
the grant request as a matching contribution.

For more information, please contact Errol Chiches-
ter at 778-0997/8 ext. 222.

Notes from the 
Superintendent’s Desk
By Virgin Islands National Park & Coral Reef National Monument

Superintendent Brion FitzGerald

Balancing Commercial Use in VINP

Residents Invited to Apply for 
Specialty Crop Block Grants
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JAZZ is a female 
pit-boxer around 
2-years-old
and does well with 
other dogs. She 
also does well 
with children. 
Jazz is undergoing 
heartworm 
treatment and 
will make a full 
recovery.

 By Judi Shimel
St. John Tradewinds

Dozens of volunteers, community activists and non-profit agency leaders gathered at the Fish Trap Res-
taurant to hear the St. John Community Foundation’s wish list for 2016. The foundation’s director used the  
group’s annual meeting March 21 to share three areas where they feel concerned citizens can make progress 
by committing their time and sharing resources.

Close to 80 people filled the seats and the steps towards the restaurant’s patio side. The audience listened 
attentively as SJCF Executive Director Celia Kalousek made an appeal to support local initiatives in favor of 
youth, emergency preparedness, waste management and recycling.

“Past meetings have served as an opportunity for us to bring together St. John’s nonprofits and the individu-
als interested in volunteering for or otherwise aiding their causes,” said Kalousek. “Through those efforts, 
we’ve created the Angel Network, which aligns nonprofit needs with volunteers and donors. This year, we felt 
it was important to bring businesses to the table to understand the roles they can play in helping St. John while 
also helping themselves.”

 After making some welcoming remarks, Kalousek invited teams of speakers to the front of the room where 
they spoke about programs which were either up and running on island or in a formative stage.

Representatives from Junior Achievement, Partnerships in Hope, the Coral Bay Community Council and the 
Boys and Girls Club told the audience how their programs have helped local youth.

Jim Forneaux and Glenn Hall from Partnerships in Hope explained how their group is not so much a youth 
program, but an organization with the goal of creating a space where youth programs can take place consis-
tently.

Proposed projects raised at the meeting included a teen club in Cruz Bay, a Green Stamp program for busi-
nesses, and job shadowing and vocational training for at-risk youth. Attendees were also encouraged to affiliate 
as volunteers with St. John Rescue, Southern Baptist Convention and Red Cross, in an effort to establish well-
trained individuals ahead of a natural disaster.

Kalousek also told interested residents that there was room for their ideas as well. After each topic area was 
presented, volunteers were directed to sign up sheets where they could begin to demonstrate support.

Linda Williams, manager of emergency operations centers for the VI Territorial Emergency Management 
Agency led the discussion on Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD), a program which has al-
ready begun on St. Thomas. 

Williams invites volunteers in to take part in table top exercises, designed to give them a virtual experience 
of working together through an emergency scenario, Kalousek explained.

“We have not had a bad hurricane on St. John since 1995 and at this time — now — we’re not ready,” the 
SJCF director said.

The final presentation of the night came with the help of Mario Leonard, director of solid waste for the 
Waste Management Authority. Leonard spoke favorably about long-standing efforts by St. John volunteers to 
get aluminum cans out of the waste stream.

As a result of those efforts, 1.5 million cans were collected on St. John and shipped off island, said Leonard.
While WMA and volunteers accomplished a lot, it is now time to redirect can recycling, Leonard explained.
With the help of SJCF, local businesses are being encouraged to adopt can recycling collection bins, 

Kalousek said.
Attendees were sent a follow-up online survey, designed to prioritize next steps as well as identify the spe-

cific interest areas of each respondent. SJCF will follow up with relevant information as priorities and initia-
tives develop. 

For more information email Celia Kalousek at sjcf.org@gmail.com or go to www.sjcf.org. Visitors to the 
website will see a link to the survey on the SJCF home page.

SJCF Presents 2016 Wish List at 
Annual Meeting

       340-690-6699        ST. JOHN       340-690-6699

• CLIMATE CONTROLLED
• 7-DAY ACCESS
• KEY PAD ACCESS / SELF LOCKING

• SAFE AND WELL LIT
• ON-SITE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
• YEARLY CONTRACT OR MONTH-TO-MONTH

  SELF STORAGE  SELF STORAGE
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN PALM PLAZA

Near the Westin & Across from the Gas Station in Chocolate Hole

Oceanfront Lot
Drastically Reduced!

East End .82 Acre. Flat Build
Priced to Sell at $595,000
Call Derick 404-219-0231

visit
www.stjohnoceanfrontlot.com
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Legacy Development Buys Pond Bay Club, Exploring 
Options, Company Officials Tell ECHLA Members 

By Rebecca Reinbold
St. John Tradewinds

Legacy Development bought Pond Bay Club in the end of January and is currently ex-
ploring options for the continued construction and eventual completion of the development. 
While much of the project details have yet to be determined, Legacy presented some details 
to the East Chocolate Hole Landowner’s Association’s (ECHLA) annual meeting on Thurs-
day evening, March 31, at the at Gifft Hill School. 

“I think it’s important to say we are still getting our feet under us,” said Wes Grammer, 
Chief Development Officer for Legacy. “We bought the property in a very expedited, very 
short period. That was really important for the bank and that’s why we are still doing a lot 
of exploration, to find out what happened [and] how the project was constructed.”

Legacy Development owner Dan Lowe has been visiting the Virgin Islands for years 
and made the decision in 2012 to make it a residence and extend his Kansas business in the 
territory. The company, which originally was formed in 1995 as Red Development, has 20 
years of experience in retail and mixed-use development, and has developed approximately 
50 to 60 primarily higher-end lifestyle and outlet centers across 17 states in the Midwest 
and Southwest.  

After watching the Pond Bay project for nearly three years, the company purchased Pond 
Bay Club for an undisclosed amount of money.  

Legacy Development’s Virgin Islands presence now includes an office in Red Hook, St. 
Thomas and a team of eight people. 

“We are very excited about opportunity here,” said Grammer. “We’ve looked for a num-
ber of opportunities and we really came down here based on our interests in the islands. We 
really enjoy it here and that led to taking our real estate knowledge and interest in that and 
ultimately have purchased Pond Bay.”

The 15 plus acre beachfront development in Estate Chocolate Hole currently has 26 
partially complete units with a planned 50 units in total. Legacy officials did discuss their 
intention to upgrade some of the existing structures and enhance the overall quality of what 
currently exists. 

There was no mention of the originally planned spa, fitness center, restaurant, clubhouse, 
retail shops, nor the construction process and timeline for completing the remaining 24 
units. Currently, Legacy does not have a plan for how the ownership and marketing will 
look. Grammer mentioned that the units might be individually owned, or in a timeshare, 
resort or other ownership scenario. Company officials envision a high-end common area, 
a well-managed environment and a focus on landscaping. Legacy wants to bring a quality 

and finish to the project that they don’t feel existed in the previous project, and plan for the 
property to be high-end yet approachable. 

“It’s about the look and feel of the project and focusing on what fits St. John and that’s 
what we’re trying to uncover right now,” Grammer said.

Concerns raised by neighborhood homeowners at the meeting focused on the aesthetic 
of the project, construction entrances and impact on the roads, effect on the beachfront and 
bay and plans for water and sewage treatment.  

Legacy has met with officials from Coastal Zone Management (CZM) and Department 
of Planning and Natural Resources (DPNR) and noted that both entities are very interested 
in getting the project back on track and create a plan to clean up the area and property.  

At this time, Legacy stated they do not have a plan to bring in sand or build a dock. 
Legacy is also working with their consultants, three different architects and a number of 
engineers locally and in Georgia and Florida to come up with a plan for sewage treatment 
and bringing water to the site. The developer is still exploring options for water, and is 
considering wells, trucking water, collecting rainfall, reverse osmosis with a pipe into the 
bay, and also plans on meeting with VI Water and Power Authority to discuss the option of 
bringing water from Cruz Bay via pipes.

Legacy doesn’t intend to make significant changes to the original Pond Bay Club plan. 
The developer envisions a pool and amenities, but the project and approval that was origi-
nally filed with CZM is generally where they’re headed. 

The original CZM permit is still currently active, with major permits in place, meaning 
that the details and changes Legacy is discussing would all be deemed modifications. The 
previous developer, however, split the permit. There is a land portion of the permit, yet there 
was never a full water permit, although there is a sewer and water solution in the current 
environmental assessment report.

Legacy agreed to keep homeowners apprised, and Andy Arnold volunteered to assist 
ECHLA to interface with Pond Bay Club. The Legacy team and ECHLA had an amenable 
exchange and the Legacy team answered questions from home and landowners to the best 
of their ability given their knowledge and plan thus far. Legacy continued to remind the 
group that they are still in very early stages and exploring a lot of options and do not yet 
know a lot of the details.

“We are here to say that there is a new face for the project,” said Grammer. “We want to 
be very open. We want to be very accessible.”

St. John Tradewinds News Photos 

The partially constructed Pond Bay Club, on the waterfont in Estate 
Chocolate Hole, see aerial view above, was recently purchased for an 

undisclosed sum by Legacy Development.
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St. John Tradewinds
What, you say? Come now, although it seems only a short five years ago the American wine consumer was 

just catching on to this versatile gem, it is hard to imagine a restaurant today without one or two on their wine 
list. 

The magic of the versatility of Gruner Veltiner is linked to how well it adapts to where it is growing in Aus-
tria, where this grape originates and thrives.

The many hills, slopes and vales, the river beds and the terraced farming, all offer different soils. Some are 
almost pure rock and all offer particular nuances important to the blending which, under the guidance of artistic 
winemakers, produces wonderful products. 

There are a mind boggling number of fine Gruner Veltliners available, all reflecting the special attributes of 
where they are from. The area of Wachau, Kamptal or Donauland produce wines of perfume and substance. 
These are very terroir specific wines.

The wines enjoy a range of characteristics from dry, full bodied and peppery or spicy, to opulent and concen-
trated. The natural acidity of a Gruner is one of the qualities that makes it so popular with restaurants.

The beautiful purity of fruit in the hands of a winemaker who understands and appreciates the nuances of 
the land all around him, will produce a wine of exceptional quality at a modest price. Blending from these ter-
roirs is their art. Some areas offer more minerality, others have more pronounced grapefruit, but these artists 
appreciate what to bring for complexity and balance. 

The altitude of the vineyard and the influence of wind are, but a couple of factors that translate into flavors, 
which is a remarkable bit of the entire story of this wine — and any wine.

Given that the name Gruner Veltiner means “Green Wine,” wine lovers will recognize this as a descriptor 
of Sauvignon Blanc as well. So I will suggest if you like that wine, a Gruner makes an interesting alternative 
choice. 

The primary fruit flavors are lemon, lime and grapefruit. The green herbaceous quality finishes with white 
pepper. The acidity of the wine contributes to a frizzante quality that makes it a refreshing palate cleanser. 
Even more nuances emerge in Tarragon, radish and green bean while oak influences add flavors of Brazil nut.

Many of the Gruner Veltliners in the States are light and zesty but that is only the start of their story. Others 
will offer rich textured layers of lemon, honey, nuts and even a slight creaminess.

Enjoy this versatile gem from Austria where the wines produced have finesse and elegance while at the same 
time are affordable, refreshing and interesting.  

Wine Talk with Paul
by Paul Tsakeres

Versatile Gruner 
Veltiner

*Best Prices & 
Selection 

on St. John

Wine Workshops
Begin in April! 

- Every Other Saturday
4:30 - 6 p.m

Get Five Classes for $250
limited to 8 people

Inquire now

JFLI 20th Anniversary 
Celebration is April 23

St. John Tradewinds
The community is invited to join the John’s Folly Learning Institute students, teachers, volunteers and sup-

porters as they celebrate the 20th anniversary of the institute on Saturday, April 23, at 11:30 a.m.
Come out to the beautiful south shore of St. John to celebrate the John’s Folly Learning Institute (JFLI), 

which has been offering summer programs for local youth for more than a decade. Join JFLI Founder Alvis 
Christian as he looks back on 20 years of supporting edcuation in an often overlooked area of the island.

The JFLI family will honor V.I. Fire Department St. John Deputy Chief Ernest Matthias during the cer-
emony. The afternoon will also feature music and a fantastic meal. 

See you there! 
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Crossword & Cryptoquote Answers 
(Puzzles located on Page 20)

Letters to St. John Tradewinds

Thanks for the Support, from Artie

St. John Tradewinds
Next Deadline for

Letters 
is:

Thursday,
April 14th

St. John Tradewinds
I sincerely wish to thank everyone who contributed to the St. John Revolving Fund, St. John Cancer Fund, Friends Helping Friends, American Cancer Fund and the Community Foun-

dation of the Virgin Islands on my behalf.
These non-profit organizations help so many St. Johnians in need, they are truly a Godsend to our community. I thank you, personally, for your support and all you do on behalf of so 

many others who have financial and emotional needs in times of distress. 
I encourage anyone to contribute to any of these organizations for others who may need assistance in the future.  
All my thanks,
Art (Artie) Camisa

Quiet Mon Pub Thanks 
Love City for Another  

Great St. Patrick’s Day
St. John Tradewinds

Many thanks to the following for helping celebrate 19 years strong the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  

To Bellows, West Indies and Premier, all of whom make the event 
possible. We couldn’t do it without you! 

To representatives of the St. John Fire Service, St. John Rescue & 
EMTs, Virgin Islands Police, Mike & Jenny Perrault, Caravan for the 
Jeep display and musical contribution, to the Coral Bay Clan for their 
continued participation.  

To Arlene Altman, Lois and Artie for lending a hand in the pub and 
Mike Hedy of Rum Hut for the enthusiasm.  

To the kings, queens, troupes, young and old for being willing and 
able for the shortest and probably the hottest parade ever.  

Special thanks to Chris, Maureen and Jay for the tunes.  
With all our love and gratitude, 
 Kelly Krall, April Delude, M P Brown and all of the staff at Quiet 

Mon Pub

Blues Society Thanks 
Love City

St. John Tradewinds
 We here at The St. John Blues Society would like to thank all the people and business in-

volved in making the 3rd Annual St John Blues Blowout a huge success. Without you and your 
support, none of it could have been possible. 

St, John Repair Shop, Paradise Lumber, Cape Air, Black Diamond, Jim and Carol Furneaux, 
Topo/St. John Insurance, Viva Villas, Gallows Point, Private Homes for Private Vacations, Her-
bie’s Big Top, Peter Alter/8 Tuff Miles, Hank Slodden, The Tap Room/St. John Brewers, Bel-
lows and West Indies International, Alston “Kenny” Thomas, Avery Christian, Zozo’s at the 
Sugar Mill, Cruz Bay Water Sports, Cruz Bay Landing, The Rotary Club of St John, SeaGlass 
Realty, Virgin Fire, Westin Resort, Caneel Bay, St. John Rescue, Preston Pollock and Buddah. 

Thank you all, and we hope to see you all next March 25, 2017!
Ronnie Klingsberg and Ian Samuel
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Letters to St. John Tradewinds

Saddened by a Death at Coral World
St. John Tradewinds

I was saddened to read of Franco, the Sea Lion’s death, but by no means surprised. 
While Mr. Keller,  Coral Worlds curator, says they live longer in captivity, and only 12 

to 18 years in the wild, he’s mistaken. They can live up to 30 years in the wild according to 
National Geographic. 

The unfortunate fact is that marine mammals do not die of old age in captivity, nor do 
they die from a “scuffle.” Aggression is often the result of the tight confines the marine 
mammals are kept in captivity in places such as Coral World and in which the aggressed 
upon individual has no means of escape. 

In the wild there’s a hierarchy that is upheld as well as places to retreat.
In captivity, when one Sea Lion is praised over another and rewarded for his unnatural 

performance and behavior, while food is withheld from another one that hasn’t performed 
to the trainer’s liking, aggressive behavior is the result, as is death of one. 

This is fact. I’d be very interested in the findings of the necropsy report.
Was poor Franco the one with all the rotted out teeth? Eighty to 90 percent of all bacterial 

infections in mammals come from their mouth. This is how most cetaceans die as well. That 

and poor water quality from all the bacteria that enters their mucous membrane causing 
systemic and systematic infections. 

When you have the ongoing issues with water quality that exists in Water Bay which 
is regularly tested as being  unacceptable for swimming due to high levels of enterococci 
bacteria, one has to wonder what kind of effects that has to have on the Sea Lions having 
that quality of water pumped into their small fiberglass tank. I won’t even get into how very 
unacceptable it would be for dolphins being in that bay 24/7/365.

While I mourn this animal’s death, he is free, at last.
Marine mammals do not die of old age in captivity. They suffer tragic, horrific and hor-

rendous deaths. Never be satisfied until there are no more marine mammals, whether they 
be Orcas, Dolphins, Beluga Whales or Sea Lions in cruel, sterile, stressful captivity on ex-
hibit for the sake of greed and profit. Don’t support these places whether they be SeaWorld 
or Coral World.

Alana Mawson
St. Thomas, VI

Coral World “Devastated” by Death of 
Sea Lion “Franco”

St. John Tradewinds
Coral World announced last week that management and staff were devastated by the loss of their beloved 

sea lion Franco.
“This is an awful day for all of us who cared so deeply for Franco, but is especially heartbreaking for the 

team of trainers who spent their days working with him and knew firsthand how extraordinary he was,” said 
General Manager Trudie Prior said. “The entire Coral World family is mourning his death.”  

Franco, an approximately 12-year-old male, was discovered in his enclosure by the sea lion training staff on 
Friday morning, March 25. 

“He was my good friend,” said Scott Hjerling, who leads Coral World’s sea lion training team and who 
reported that members of the animal-care staff took the loss very hard. 

“To us, he was not just an extraordinary animal,” said Hjerling. “He was also a member of our close family.  
There are a lot of people here who loved him very much and are taking his loss particularly hard.”

Franco and the other three Coral World sea lions arrived at Coral World in 2007. Rescued as newborns from 
a government-sanctioned cull in Uruguay, the pups were relocated to a facility in Koh Samui, Thailand, before 
moving to their Coral World home at the age of 3.  

“For almost 9 years, Franco captivated Coral World visitors, both tourist and local, as an inspirational 
animal ambassador,” said Hjerling. “He was an especially popular member of Coral World’s animal family, 
beloved by all who had the good fortune to meet him.”

Like all animals at Coral World, Franco received regular wellness checkups and routine observations from 
his trainers. Franco appeared well and engaged in all his training sessions during the day on Thursday with his 
usual enthusiasm.  

On preliminary examination, it appeared that Franco may have died from an injury sustained as a result of 
a scuffle with another sea lion.  

“Sea lions spend much of their evening hours jostling for sleeping positions,” said Lee Kellar, General Cura-
tor. “Like teenage siblings, good-hearted pushing and shoving can sometimes lead to accidents. Our four, male 
sea lions have grown up together and shared space for all of their lives, first in Thailand and then at Coral World 
for the past 9 years with no significant conflict, so this freak accident was a total shock to us.”  

Coral World staff, with the assistance of Veterinarian Michele Halverson, DVM, will conduct a necropsy (animal autopsy) to help determine the specific cause of death. Initial results 
may not be available for at least a week.

“While this is a very sad day for us, Franco leaves a legacy of helping people learn about sea lions, their role in the marine ecosystem, and the effect of human behavior on that eco-
system,” said Prior.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo courtesy of  Coral World

Franco, above, was found dead in his enclosure by sea lion 
training staff on Friay morning, March 25.

.
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ALCHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.

AL-ANON MEETINGS
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340) 

642-3263

St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-ori-
ented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. 
Email editor@tradewinds.vi for more information.

Monday, April 4
 — Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship of St. John Tree 
Apreciation project volunteers 
will host an event on Monday, 
April 4, celebrating local trees 
at Gifft Hill School’s Upper 
Campus starting at 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 5
 — The Board of Land Use 

Appeals is meeting to hear the 
appeal of the Coastal Zone 
Management permit approval 
of the Summer’s End Group’s 
marina project on Tuesday, 
April 5, at 10 a.m. at the St. 
John Legislature Building in 
Cruz Bay. Appeals to BLUA 
were made by the VI Conser-
vation Society and Moravian 
Church Conference.

Friday, April 8
 — Sweet Plantains will play 

live at St. John School of the 
Arts on Friday, April 8, at 7:30 
p.m. as part of the Sis Frank 
Concert Series. Tickets are 
$35. Call (340) 779-4322 for 
tickets and information. 

Saturday, April 9
 — Bethany Moravian 

Church Board of Stewards will 
be hosting a Prayer Breakfast 
on Saturday, April 9, from 7:30 
to 10 a.m. in the church’s hall. 
The guest speaker is Ordained 
Minister Ethlyn “Etty” Ot-
tley Farrell. Come out and be 

blessed! For more information, 
call the church at (340) 776-
6291.

Friday, April 15
 — There are only a few 

tickets left for Victor Provost 
in concert at St. John School 
of the Arts on Friday, April 15, 
at 7:30 p.m. as part of the Sis 
Frank Concert Series. Tickets 
are $35. Call (340) 779-4322 
for tickets and information.

Thursday, April 21
 — V.I. Police Department 

Commissioner Delroy Rich-
ards is accepting appointments 
on Wednesday, March 30, from 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Anyone who has issues, 
concerns or suggestions rela-
tive to the VIPD should contact 
Ms. Holland at (340) 715-5506 
for an appointment.

April 22- 23
— “Broadway Comes to 

St. John” 2016 is scheduled for 
April 22 and April 23 at Westin 
Resort and Villas! Friday night 
will feature two shows for 
family and friends. Saturady 
night’s fundraiser will be for 
angel supporters.  

Sunday, April 24
— VI Game Fishing Club’s 

21st annual Dolphin Dertby is 
April 24. A total of $30,000 in 
cash and prizes is up for grabs. 
Register Apriil 22.

Celebration of Virgin Islands 
Trees set for April 4 at GHS

St. John Tradewinds
On Monday, April 4, from 5:30 to 7 p.m., the Gifft Hill Upper School is hosting an event focusing on 

appreciation of local trees. St. John tree expert Eleanor Gibney will give a slide show, followed by brief 
presentations by representatives of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of St. John Tree Appreciation 
Project, and the Gifft Hill School Community Campus Arboretum Project. For more information contact 
Gail Karlsson at gkarlsson@att.net, (340) 693-7679 or Mary Vargo, maryvargo@giffthillschool.org.

Rev. Sillari Speaking at April 10 
& 17 UUF Meetings

St. John Tradewinds
 Join the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of St. John at 10 a.m. on Sundays at Gifft Hill School lower 

campus.
Reverend Christina Sillari will speak on April 10 on “Faith.” What is the difference between faith and be-

lief? What is faith and how does it manifest in our lives? What is faith for Unitarian Universalists?  What is of 
great importance to us as people of faith?

On April 17, Rev. Sillari will explore “The Cosmic Christ.” The Cosmic Christ is the all abounding light 
in the cosmos that connects and weaves creation into oneness. Each of us is a manifestation of this light. Our 
consciousness has not been equipped to fully recognize our own beingness as an essential part of this light. We 
will continuously call upon creation to bring this light through special humans until we see it truly reflected 
in our beings.

Please note the April 17 service will be at VIERS during the UUF retreat (not at the Gifft Hill Campus).  
Everyone is welcome to join us for all or part of the retreat. For more information call or text Suki Buchalter 
at (340) 642-3739 or email sukistjohn@gmail.com.

Sillari is a mystic seeking priestess. She holds a Master’s Degree in Divinity and a Master’s in Psychology 
and Mind Body Health. Her study and practice of meditation, yoga and shamanism for 30 years influences all 
she does. Currently she serves First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church in Portland, Maine.

UUF of St. John Hosting Free Tree 
Aprreciation Events at VIERS 

April 16 & 17
St. John Tradewinds

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is offering free tree appreciation events at VIERS on April 16 and 17. 
The Fellowship’s annual retreat at VIERS will include two special events open to the public.

On Saturday, April 16, from  3 to 5 p.m. Delory “Ital” Anthony will give a tree walk and presentation on 
medicinal plants. On Sunday, April 17, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. local plant expert Eleanor Gibney will host a walk 
and talk about native plants.

For additional information, contact Suki Buchalter at (340) 642-3739, sukistjohn@gmail.com or Gail Karls-
son at (340) 693-7679, or gkarlsson@att.net.
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Soak Up Water & Valley Views from Villa Sea Glass
St. John Tradewinds

Enjoy cooling trade winds and breath-taking water views 
as you dip your toes in the refreshing swimming pool on the 
extensive deck at Villa Sea Glass.

A well maintained and beautiful three bedroom, three 
bathroom home in Estate Upper Carolina, Villa Sea Glass is 
for sale for $1.295 million, explained Islandia Real Estate/
Sea Glass Properties broker-associate Marty Beechler.

“Villa Sea Glass is located in Upper Carolina, a mature 
neighborhood overlooking Coral Bay on the island’s eastern 
side,” said Beechler.

Nestled on a full one half acre lot in the established 
neighborhood of Estate Upper Carolina, Villa Sea Glass is 
located about 20 minutes from Cruz Bay, but only a short 
drive from the island’s famed alabaster beaches on North 
Shore Road. The stunning beauty of the island’s East End 
mangroves and Coral Reef National Monument is only a 
few minutes away as well.

“Access to the home is via paved roads all the way from 
Cruz Bay,” Beechler said. “The neighborhood association  
— Upper Carolina Landowner’s Association — keeps the 

estate roads in good condition and the neighborhood look-
ing great.” 

Enjoy the best of tropical living as you pluck fresh fruit 
right from trees on the lush property at Villa Sea Glass.

“The owners planted abundant fruit trees on the property 
which yield plenty of limes, pineapples, bananas, mangos, 
papayas, avocados, oranges and coconuts,” said Beechler. 
“A short walking path through the garden allows for easy 
pickings.”

Inside Villa Sea Glass, a large and airy great room with 
a charming exposed beam ceiling encompasses both dining 
and living areas. Large sliding glass doors bring those beau-
tiful water and calming valley views right inside. The open 
plan, upgraded kitchen boasts custom cabinets and counter 
tops. 

Two master bedroom suites flank the great room, offering 
plenty of privacy for guests. Each of the bedrooms features 
its own full bath with native stone details and deck access.

The third bedroom at Villa Sea Glass is found on the 
lower level of the home in a recently renovated studio apart-
ment which also features a full kitchen and bath.

Just take a step onto the deck and take in the Coral Bay 
harbor views stretching out to the Caribbean’s watery hori-
zon to fall in love with Villa Sea Glass. The deck boasts a 
dining area, perfect for enjoying your meals al fresco, and 
a sunning area. Find a swimming pool with built in seating 
and a hot tub on the lower level of the deck.

“Some of the best features of Villa Sea Glass are the large 
pool with a built in seating area and also the spa to relax in 
after a tough day at the beach,” said Beechler. 

What truly sets Villa Sea Glass apart, however, is how 
much the owners have cared for the home, Beechler added.

“Villa Sea Glass is well built and well priced,” said the 
Islandia Real Estate broker-associate. “The owners have 
upgraded and maintained their home to high standards but 
have purchased a camp on the mainland which now con-
sumes most of their time.” 

For more information on Villa Sea Glass, call Marty 
Beechler at Islandia Real Estate at (340) 776-6666 or on his 
cell phone at (340) 626-1399.

Got a Hot News Tip?
Got a Great Photo?

email us at:
editor@tradewinds.vi

St. John Tradewinds News Photos courtesy of Islandia Real Estate
Villa Sea Glass boasts relaxing valley views and breath-taking water views over Coral Bay harbor 

and out to the Caribbean beyond. The villa boasts extensive deck space and features a large 
swimming pool and spa.

SEND LETTERS, GUEST OPINIONS,
OBITUARY NOTICES & COMMUNITY 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS
TO:

info@tradewinds.vi
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Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 

776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany Moravian Church 
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 

Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus Moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713

Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI

Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578

Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053

Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay 

at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish; 
Tuesdays: 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 7 a.m. 

Call 776-6339 for more information.

Prayer House of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays

Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820

St. John Methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230

St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.

Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
10 a.m. Sunday, Lower Campus GHS 626-2625

follow us on Facebook: uufstjohn

Church Directory

Continued from Page 6

Tacquard and Nogueira Present New Work at 
Bajo el Sol in Mongoose Junction April 8

St. John Tradewinds
Jewelry artist Kim Nogueira and oil painter Patty Tacquard will present their interpretations of their beauti-

ful island home on Friday, April 8, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Bajo el Sol art gallery’s First Friday event. 
Nogueira, an award-winning artist whose jewelry has been featured in juried exhibitions, books, and maga-

zines, will be showing art jewelry using metal, vitreous enamel, and stones that echo the colors and textures of 
the sea, sky, and colorful landscape of St. John. 

“My jewelry comes from a place of profound connection with the earth, something I am only beginning to 
understand after making the commitment to walk on the shoreline every morning as a form of meditation,” said 
Nogueira. “I am in awe of how beautifully interconnected the web of life is that we are all a part of.”

Tacquard, whose artwork has been featured in juried exhibitions in California, Florida and New York, paints 
strictly in oil. At the opening, she will display a combination of seascapes, still lifes, and chickens, all featuring 
a common theme to which she is drawn — shadows and reflections. 

“My biggest interest is in reflections and light shadows,” said Tacquard. “Water offers a lot of that, so I tend 
to focus on water.”

The works of both artists will be featured at the gallery throughout the month of April. Nogueira and Tac-
quard will be on hand to greet guests at the April 8 opening as Katha Ricciardi entertains on the flute. The 
opening is part of Bajo el Sol’s First Friday series, a mainstay at the Mongoose Junction art gallery for the past 
12 years. For more information on the gallery, visit www.bajoelsolgallery.com. 

St. John Tradewinds News Photos 
courtesy of Bajo el Sol

Oil paintings by Tacquard, 
a detail shown at left, and 
jewelry by Nogueira, like 
the piece above, will be 
featured at Bajo el Sol. 
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Governor Mapp Approves Minimum Wage Bill
Minimum Pay in VI to be $10.50 per Hour By 2018

If You Purchased Municipal Derivative Transactions from January 1, 1992, to August 18, 2011 
You Could Get a Payment for a Class Action Settlement.

Proposed Settlements have been reached in a class action lawsuit that alleges price-fixing in the 
sale of municipal derivatives transactions by UBS AG, Société Générale S.A., Natixis Funding 
Corp., Piper Jaffray & Co., National Westminster Bank Plc, George K. Baum & Co. (the “Settling 
Defendants”) and other companies.  The case, In re Municipal Derivatives Antitrust Litigation, 
MDL No. 1950, No. 08-02516, is pending in the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York.  Defendants deny all allegations of wrongdoing and liability.

Who Is Included in the Settlements?
These Settlements include all state, local and municipal government entities, independent 
government agencies, quasi-government, and private entities that purchased municipal derivative 
transactions through negotiation, competitive bidding or auction:

(1) From any Alleged Provider Defendant or Alleged Co-Conspirator or brokered by any Alleged 
Broker Defendant or Alleged Co-Conspirator,

(2) Any time from January 1, 1992, through August 18, 2011, in the United States and its 
territories or for delivery in the United States and its territories. 

These Alleged Provider and Broker Defendants and Alleged Co-Conspirators are listed in full on 
the Settlement website (at www.MunicipalDerivativesSettlement.com).

What Do the Settlements Provide?
The Defendants agreed to settlement amounts totaling over $100 million.  Certain Defendants 
will also provide reasonable cooperation, including discovery cooperation, to Class Plaintiffs’ 
Counsel to the extent necessary if any of the Settlements are not finally approved.

What Do I Do Now?
• Remain in the Settlements.  To remain in the Settlement Class, you do not have to do 

anything now.  To be considered for payment, your Claim must be submitted online 
(at www.MunicipalDerivativesSettlement.com), OR mail it by July 28, 2016. If you 
previously submitted a Claim Form, and you do not have any changes to make to it, you 
do not need to do anything – your previous Claim Form will be used for these settlements. 
If the Court approves the Settlements, you give up the right to sue the Settling Defendants 
for the claims and issues in this case.  The Settlement Agreements, which are available at 
www.MunicipalDerivativesSettlement.com, describe in more detail the legal claims that you 
give up if you stay in the Class.

For more information: 1-877-310-0512  www.MunicipalDerivativesSettlement.com

• Exclude yourself from the Settlements.  If you do not want to remain in any of the 
Settlement Classes, you must exclude yourself.  You must send a written request for 
exclusion by first-class mail, postmarked no later than May 17, 2016, to the Settlement 
Administrator. The detailed notice available on the Settlement website describes the 
information you are required to include in your request for exclusion. You can exclude 
yourself from some but not all Settlements.  If you exclude yourself, you cannot participate 
in the Settlements from which you exclude yourself, but you retain your right to sue the 
Settling Defendants involved in the Settlements from which you exclude yourself on your 
own for the claims in this lawsuit. 

• Object or Comment on the Settlements. If you remain in the Settlement Class and want 
to object to or comment on the Settlements or any part of them, you must file an objection 
with the Court and deliver a copy to the Settlement Administrator no later than June 20, 
2016.  

When Will the Court Decide Whether to Approve the Settlements?
The Court has scheduled a hearing on July 8, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. at the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of New York, United States Courthouse, 500 Pearl Street, New 
York, NY 10007, to consider whether to finally approve the Settlements as fair, reasonable and 
adequate, whether to approve the plan of allocation and Class Counsel’s request for fees and 
reimbursement of litigation expenses, and to consider any objections.

The Court has appointed the law firms of Hausfeld LLP; Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP; and 
Susman Godfrey L.L.P. to serve as Class Counsel and represent all Class Members.  If you want 
to be represented by your own lawyer, you may hire one at your own expense.  You or your 
lawyer may ask to appear and speak at the hearing but are not required to.  If you want to be 
heard by the Court, you must file a written notice of your intention to appear with the Court and 
deliver a copy to the Settlement Administrator and Defendants’ Counsel no later than June 20, 
2016.  The Court may change the time and date of the hearing.  Any change will be posted on 
the Settlement website.

Get More Information
For more information on this lawsuit, your rights, or to obtain a list of Defendants, call or visit 
the Settlement website listed below or write to Municipal Derivatives Settlement, c/o Rust 
Consulting, Inc., P.O. Box 2500, Faribault, MN 55021-9500.

Legal Notice

St. John Tradewinds
In a letter to the 31st Legislature outlining his actions on 19 recent bills forwarded by the body, Governor Kenneth Mapp stated he was honored to approve legislation that will increase 

the territory’s minimum wage incrementally to $10.50 an hour by 2018.
“This is a good bill for the territory and it is consistent with my administration’s efforts to increase pay to public employees,” Mapp said. “I sincerely commend the sponsors of this 

legislation.”  
Bill No. 31-1088 additionally increases the base wage of tip service workers from 30 percent to 40 percent of the minimum wage.
The Governor also approved a measure to require more stringent reporting from the Administration on federal grants. He called the bill a “well-intentioned effort to implement account-

ability” and said it would improve information-sharing regarding actual funding available for government programs and services.    
“This has proven difficult,” Mapp said. “Often cases will not be filed for two to three years after the alleged discrimination, and, as Justice White pointed out, by that time records may 

have been discarded; memories may have faded as to the relevant facts of the case; and witnesses may have changed jobs or even relocated back to the mainland—making it difficult to 
locate them.”

“This Bill is one simple solution to a real problem,” he said.
In the letter to Senate President Neville James, Mapp described a measure to reduce hotel room requirements ostensibly for a Christiansted casino as “unfair to the community.” The 

Governor line item vetoed the section of Bill No. 31-0114 that would change the rules for obtaining a casino license by giving the Casino Control Commission the authority to waive 
mandated requirements in regard to hotel rooms.

“Following current law, the owner of the gaming establishment would then make a real investment in our economy — construction jobs, painters, masons, electricians, purchasing 
building materials, etc. before extracting dollars from gambling patrons,” the Governor wrote. “Let the owner of the hotel complete the necessary investments in order to open the doors 
of the casino. To do otherwise is to have the gambling patrons build the rooms and spaces.”

“Moreover, the section does not provide any criteria or guidance on how the Casino Control Commission would evaluate a request for such a waiver, and it leaves unfettered discretion 
to the Casino Control Commission members,” said Mapp.

Among other bills approved last week were measures to establish a blood donation program, making wearing body armor while committing certain crimes a felony, prohibiting dash-
board display of license plates and increasing the threshold for grand larceny to $500.  
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

Island Getaways
888-693-7676, 
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

Architecture
Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Art Galleries
Bajo el Sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. 340-693-7070

Green Building
Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar 
Series info and ReSource Depot 
inventory

Jewelry
R&I PATTON goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Services
Caribbean Solar Company
Got Sun? Get Solar! 
Call today for a Free Quote
340-643-6007

St. John Hardware
Everything you need on St. John
Call 340-693-8780

Landscaping
Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Real Estate
340 Real Estate Company, LLC
 340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com

Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Ocean 362
American Contemporary Cuisine
For reservations, call 340-776-0001

Skinny Legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Concordia Cafe
Dine with a View
Call 340-693-5855

Ronnie’s Pizza and Mo’
Monday - Friday 12 - 9
Saturday 4 - 9
Closed Sunday

St. John Tradewinds
Business Directory
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BUYING? 
SELLING? 
RENTING? 
SEEKING?

Email: advertising@tradewinds.vi

GET 
RESULTS!

AMEX, DISCOVER, VISA & MASTERCARD 
Accepted

Horseback riding lessons will be offered Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4pm and on 
Saturday at 10am. Group rate is $45 a rider and a private lesson $65. Please call Dana at 

340-513-1569.

Lessons Available

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE &

BE SEEN
email:

advertising@
tradewinds.

vi

MOSQUITOHELP.
COM

(340) 998-9154
VI Mosquito Magnet 

dealer

STORAGE
Secured Lockers
(340) 643-3283

Resident Manager
From $38/month 

Employment 

Villa Manager - 
Must own car, comput-

er/wifi, cell/text. Experi-
enced. No mgmt compa-

nies apply. 
Email: schroederrn@

gmail.com, call (253) 740-
1951

Services

Development Opportunity

Coral Bay 16 unit development. 
Pre-construction sales
www.domain-llc.com. 

Seeking investor/partner
(340) 779-7445

Special Education 
Teachers - Elementary 
& Secondary. Multiple 
positions available for 

St. Croix School District, 
Bach. + VI Special Ed 

teaching certification eli-
gibility. Resumes to Ms. 
Jacobs, Virgin Islands 

Dept of Education, 2133 
Hospital Street, Chris-
tiansted, St. Croix, VI 

00820.

Employment 

CBCC seeks a full-time Administrative Assistant to pro-
vide support to all aspects of its programs. Excellent office 

computer and organizational skills.  Motivated to work 
for the community.  Coral Bay location, flexible schedule 
possible. Competitive pay, may have Health Insurance.   

See the complete job description and application instruc-
tions at: www.coralbaycommunitycouncil.org. CBCC is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer and has a Drug Free 
Workplace Policy.  

USA Jobs Teachers for Immediate Placement. 
Minimum Bachelor’sDegree. All Subjects, 

All Levels. Contact ricsg15@gmail.com.
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Real Estate

Sunday
10a-1p Concordia Brunch  Bo    Guitar
10a-2p	 Miss	Lucy’s	Brunch	 Sambacombo	 	 Sax	Guitar
3-5	 	 High	Tide	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan
4.30-7.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
5-8	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Broheem		 	 Sax
5.30-8.30	 Sun	Dog	Cafe	 	 Mark	Wallace	 	 Open	Mike
7-10	 	 Rhumblines	 	 Bridget		 	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal
7-10		 	 Shipwreck	Landing	 Hot	Club	of	Coral	Bay	 String	Swing	Vocal

Monday
4.30-6.30	 Concordia		 	 Lauren	&	Johnny	B	 Open	Mike
6-9		 	 Virgin	Fire	 	 Mark	&	Broheem	 	 Guitar	Sax	Vocal
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Matt	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Dog	House	 	 Bridget	 	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Rascio	 	 	 Steel	Pan
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Vista	Mare	 	 Rich	&	Gregg	 	 Sax	Guitar
7-9	 	 Banana	Deck	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan

Tuesday 
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Darin	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Barefoot	Cowboy	 	 Bridget	 	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9		 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 TBird	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-9.30 La Tapa   Jazz   Variety
6.30-9.30	 Morgan’s	Mango	 	 Mark	&	Broheem	 	 Guitar	Sax	Vocal

Wednesday
4-6	 	 High	Tide	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan
5.30-7	Coconut	Coast	Studio	 	 St.	John	Flutes	 	 Classical	Duets
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 TBird	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Barefoot	Cowboy	 	 Various	 	 	 Jam	
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Wayne	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Miss	Lucy’s		 	 Rascio	 	 	 Steel	Pan
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 David	Laabs	 	 Guitar
6-8	 	 Sweet	Plantains	 	 Broheem	&	Pam		 	 Sax	Vocal
6-9	 	 Virgin	Fire	 	 Ingrid	&	Bo	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Pickles		 	 	 Ike	 	 	 Open	Mike
7-10	 	 Shipwreck	Landing	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal

Weekly Live Music Schedule
Thursday
5-7	 	 Concordia	 	 Broheem	&	Pam	 	 Sax	Vocal
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Kerrin	&	Johnny	B		 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Barefoot	Cowboy	 	 Erin	Hart		 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Miss	Lucy’s	 	 Rich	&	Gregg	 	 Sax	Guitar
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing			 Haile	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Skinny	Legs	 	 Lauren	&	Bo	 	 Guitars	Vocal
6-9		 	 Pickles	 	 	 TBird	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-9.30	 Morgan’s	Mango	 	 Mark	Wallace	 	 Guitar	Vocal
7-9	 	 Banana	Deck	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan

Friday
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Steven	Sloan	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Pickles	 	 	 Darin	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Skinny	Legs	 	 Chris	Carsel		 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 James	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9		 	 Virgin	Fire	 	 Vision	Reggae	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-9.30	 Caneel	Bay		 	 Marty	Beech	 	 Kybd	Sinatra
6.30-9.30	 Morgan’s	Mango	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-8.30	 Cinnamon	Bay	 	 Eddie	Bruce	 	 Drumming
7-10	 	 Rhumblines	 	 Erin	Hart		 	 Guitar	Vocal
7-10	 	 Shipwreck	Landing	 Tropical	Sounds	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal

Saturday
4-6		 	 High	Tide	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan
5-7	 	 Concordia		 	 Kerrin	&	Johnny	B		 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Skinny	Legs	 	 Hot	Club	of	Coral	Bay	 String	Swing	Vocal
6-9	 	 Sweet	Plantains	 	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Broheem		 	 Sax
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Erin	Hart		 	 Guitar	Vocal
7-10	 	 Rhumblines	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal	

To be added to this live music schedule, the event 
must be a regularly scheduled event 
(sorry, no one-night performances). 

Email info@tradewinds.vi with date, time, location, 
performer and style. 
NO PHONE CALLS.
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Office: 340. 776.6776 | HolidayHomesVI.com | Info@HolidayHomes.com

Rhapsody 
$4,850,000 | 5 bed | 6 bath

Villa Sol Mate 
$1,475,000 | 3 bed | 4.5 bath  

6Y-5A Hansen Bay
$595,000 | Land | 1.26 acres

7A Hansen Bay
$2,490,000 | Land | 18 acres

Kokomo Cottage 
$499,000 | 1 bed | 1 bath  

1-D REM Bethany
$2,900,000 | Land | 1.22 acres 

 Office : 340.776.6666  | Info@IslandiaRealEstate.com | IslandiaRealEstate.com 

Colibri 
$2,699,000 | 3 bed | 4 bath 

11 REM Glucksberg 
$149,000 | Land | 0.23 acre 

Carolina Cottage
$499,000 | 2 bed | 1 bath 

17B-1 Fortsberg 
$595,000 | Land | 0.512 acre

3B-12 St. Quaco & Zimmerman
$350,000 | Land | 0.28 acre 

Sea Glass 
$1,295,000 | 3 bed | 3 bath

Gorgeous villa in 
Great Cruz Bay 
with classic and 
exquisite design. 
Soaring stone 
walls frame the 
views over Great 
Cruz Bay to St. 

Thomas giving a spacious feel to the indoor/
outdoor living areas.  $1,750,000. 3 bed. 2 
bath. MLS#16-44.

Stone House

Miles Stair Christie O’Neil Sandy MohlerAbby Schnell O’Connell

Charming, well 
appointed, 
one bedroom 
condo with 
a loft.  Great 
views of 
Coral Bay 
Harbor from 

a screened deck overlooking Cocoloba. 
Close to stores, restaurants and waterfront. 
Great rental potential.. $449,000. 1 bed. 1 
bath. MLS#16-7.

13 G Carolina Condo

Cute cottage 
sited at the top 
of the parcel 
just off the 
main road. 
Includes classic 
Calabash 
Boom big 

water views & breezes. Offers multiple 
options for further development.  
$825,000. 1 bed. 1 bath. MLS#15-103.

Sea Cliff

Magnificent 
home with 
every upscale 
amenity for 
your luxury 
lifestyle. 
Includes a 
spacious great 

room, large dining area & state of the art 
kitchen. Private and lovely beach access. 
$4,495,000. 5 bed. 5.5 bath. MLS#14-519.

Beachfront Home

Big price drop! 
Popular condo 
with cute 
decor. Boasts 
great views 
over the pool 
to St. Thomas 
and amazing 

sunsets. Walking distance to Cruz Bay 
restaurants, shopping and nighlife. Low 
HOA fees Successful short term rental.
 $419,000. 2 bed. 1 bath. MLS#15-115.

Cruz Views #3

Popular rental 
house that has 
it all! Ocean 
views from all 4 
king bedroom 
suites. Quality 
construction 
with mahogany 

doors and windows. Private & sunny pool 
with sweeping views over Ditleff Point. 
$1,920,000. 4 bed. 4 bath. MLS#15-366.

Beija Flor
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Third Annual St. John Blues Blowout 
Rocks Susannaberg Ruins

St. John Tradewinds
A stunning venue among the sugar mill ruins in Estate Susnnaberg combined with world class Blues music to create one magical night — amid one exciting weekend — on St. 

John March 25 - 27.
The third annual St. John Blues Festival, hosted by St. John Blues Soceity founders Ronnie Klingsberg and Ian Samuel, kicked off with a concert by Butter and special guests in 

Frank Powell Park in Cruz Bay on Friday night, March 25. The fun moved up to Susannaberg for the big Saturday night show which featured Albert Castiglia, Sean Chambers, Doug 
Deming and the Jewel Tones, and the amazing Deanna Bogart. Blues fans packed the venue and danced until the last note drifted off into the distance.

On Sunday morning, however, the Blues fantatics were back at it once again. This time the party was at Virgin Fire’s Blues Brunch which featured special music guests all after-
noon.                 

                —All photos by Steve Simonsen


